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	 For the disciples, the 50 days in between Christ’s Resurrection on Easter and the Coming of the Holy Spirit on 
Pentecost was a confusing time. Jesus appeared to them on and off – while they were in locked rooms, while they 
walked along the road, while they questioned, while they fished, while they went to mountaintops. In these 
miracle moments, they learned what was next for their lives and the future of Christianity.  
	 This Spring, we are walking through these texts, noting how Jesus shows up in our lives in unexpected ways – 
right in the middle of what we are doing. Join us as we greet Christ in our midst together.  
	 As we walk through the end of our program year, we hope you will join us for these special celebration dates 
(more information inside!)  
• May 3:  Sacrament of Communion 
• May 10: Music from 7 & Green Band; Mother’s Day 
• May 17:  Last day of Sunday School; Rev. Dr. Bruce Main from UrbanPromise preaching 
• May 24:  Pentecost (Wear RED!) & Memorial Day Weekend 
• May 31 : Worship features a special service of Vow Renewal for Nancy and Joe Wilk 
• June 7:  VERY BIG SUNDAY!  

• Outside worship, led by Christian 
Education, we’ll celebrate the 125th 
Anniversary of FPCHH 

• Deacons' Picnic, outside after 
worship, with good food & fun games 

• June 14: Confirmation Sunday!  
• Last Sunday for Chancel Choir  

• June 21: 
• Worship led by 7 & Green Band; 

Father’s Day  
• Summer Worship Time begins: 

services start at 9:30 AM! 

Grace & Peace, 
Pastor Eliza

THEN THE ELEVEN DISCIPLES WENT AWAY INTO GALILEE, TO THE MOUNTAIN WHICH JESUS HAD 
APPOINTED FOR THEM.  WHEN THEY SAW HIM, THEY WORSHIPED HIM; BUT SOME DOUBTED. 
AND JESUS CAME AND SPOKE TO THEM, SAYING, “ALL AUTHORITY HAS BEEN GIVEN TO ME 
IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH.  GO THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL THE NATIONS…” – 

MATTHEW 28:16-19

May 2026
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We Hold These Truths:  A Sacred Conversation 
Summer Sermon Series 2026 

This year, 2026, marks the 250th 
anniversary of the United States & 
the 125th anniversary of FPCHH. 
The Summer Sermon Series will 
place the values proclaimed in the 
Declaration of Independence in 
conversation with Scripture. How 
do we pursue “we,” “truth,” 
“equality,” “our creator,” “life,” 
“liberty,” and “happiness” today? 

July 12: “In Pursuit of a We”
(Genesis 11:1-9; Acts 2:1-12,43-47)

*What does it mean to be a “We” instead of an “I”? 
*Who was included in the “We” of 1776? Who is included today? 
*How expansive is God’s definition of “We”? 

 
July 19: “In Pursuit of These Truths”

(John 18:33-38; Acts 15:1-19)
*Truth is wrestled with, lived into, and discovered.
*Truth in scripture is complex. Is the same true in America today? 

 
July 26: “In Pursuit of Equality”

(Genesis 1:26-31; James 2:1-8)
*We were created equal – do we still honor that creation? 
*What is the Bible’s, the church’s, and America’s struggle with equality? 
*Equality as a sacred truth is an ongoing pursuit.

 
August 2: “In Pursuit of Their Creator”

(Micah 6:1-8; Matthew 25:31-46)
*What does it mean to claim that rights come from God? 
*What is our human responsibility to the divine gift?

 
August 9: “In Pursuit of Life”

(Deuteronomy 30:11-20; John 10:10a-18)
*Choose a life of abundance, not just one of existence. 
*Life is in community and interconnected.

 
August 16: “In Pursuit of Liberty”

(Exodus 3:1-11; Luke 4:16-21)
*Liberation in the Bible is a pursuit of justice for the oppressed.

 
August 30: “In Pursuit of Happiness”

(Psalm 1; Matthew 5:1-11)
*Happiness vs. blessedness; 
*Happiness as right relationship with God;
*Happiness as a collective, not individually;
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… as of 
March 31st

$115,140.05

$82,713.47

Confirmation Sunday, June 14 
Four of our teens are currently attending 

confirmation classes with Pastor Eliza. 
We’ll be celebrating their confirmation 

and welcoming them into membership at 
FPC on June 14. 

Congregational Meeting 
The session has scheduled a 

Congregational Meeting for Sunday, June 
21, immediately following worship for the 

presentation of program reports & the 
election of the nominating committee. 

Please plan to attend! 

Summer Worship Time 
Our worship services will transition to our 
summer worship schedule on Sunday, 
June 21, when our services will start at 

9:30 AM. This schedule will continue 
through September 6. 

Village Playbox Main Stage 
Performance 
The main stage comes alive on May 1 with the 
award-winning musical, Sweeney Todd. 
Opening on Broadway in 1979 & in the West End in 
1980, it won the Tony Award for Best Musical & 
Olivier Award for Best New Musical. Sweeney Todd: 
The Demon Barber of Fleet Street is the tale of a 
Victorian-era barber who returns home to London 
after fifteen years of exile to take revenge on the 
corrupt judge who ruined his life.
Show dates: May 1 & 2, 8 & 9, 15 & 16 @ 8pm;

May 3 & 10 @ 3pm; 
Tickets: $22 (Regular)

$19 (Seniors & Students)
$10 (Children 12 and under)

Performances are 
held in our Social Hall.  

Visit 
villageplaybox.org, for 

tickets.

Mary Johnson, our office admin, will be out of the 
office (but checking email & responding) from
Monday, May 11 through Thursday, May 14. 

Office hours may vary during this time.
Thank you for your patience & flexibility. 

http://villageplaybox.org
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Thank you from the Mission Committee!
Our 2 Cents a Meal collection on April 12, the 
Sunday after Easter, was $89.00. 
The Mission Committee will use this money to 
purchase much needed toiletries and feminine 
hygiene products for Fellowship United Methodist 
Food Pantry.  Thank you for your generosity!

Next 
Collection:  

May 10th 

UrbanPromise 
Kindergarten Book Collection 
The Mission Committee is very appreciative of your 
efforts to help us support our Kindergarten class at 
UrbanPromise’s Camden Forward School. We have 
one last request for this school year. As in years 
past, we have given each child 3 new books at the 
end of the school year. The books were selected by 
the teacher & reflect UrbanPromise’s commitment to 
education but also to learning about God.
Please see the poster in the parlor, take one of the 
tear off slips and purchase that book.  Our goal is to 
make sure the books are in the classroom several 
weeks before the end of the school year (giving the 

teacher time to read the 
books with the children); we 
would appreciate having the 
books purchased and 
returned by Sunday, May 
31.  As always, thank you 
for your generosity.

Congratulations to Us!  
10 Years of Caring for God's Earth 
Our congregation was once again 
certified as an Earth Care 
Congregation by the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.)’s Presbyterian 
Hunger Program through February, 
2027.  This is our 10th year being 
certified! 

We are just one of approximately 360 congregations 
in 41 states (and one of only 7 in NJ) that chose to 
dedicate themselves to intentional care of God’s 
earth this year.  “Earth Care Congregations are vital 
parts of their communities and unrivaled witnesses 
to caring for God’s creation and we are so thankful 
for their work in the world,” says Jessica Maudlin, 
Associate for Sustainable Living and Earth Care 
Concerns for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to our 
efforts to care for God’s world, & congratulations to 
us all for achieving this important recognition again. 

Presbyterian Hunger Program
certifies

as an

Earth Care Congregation
on this

10th+ year of certification
for its outstanding environmental stewardship achievements in worship, education, 

facilities and outreach in the life of the church.

Through February, 2027

Signature  ______________________________________  Date _______________________

“The earth is the 
Lord’s and all that 
is in it, the world, 
and those who 
live in it.” Psalm 24:1

3/13/2026
Associate for Sustainable Living and Earth Care Concerns

Food Pantry Collection This Month 
Thank you for your generous contributions of 
canned for fruits & vegetables and for filling up 
those shoeboxes with needed toiletries in April. 

In May, our collection is Cereal 
& Oatmeal! According to the 
experts, breakfast kick-starts 
your metabolism, giving you the 
energy you need to get things 
done and helps you focus at 
work or at school. So, we know 

those in need will be so happy to receive healthy 
cereals & oatmeal!
(Please keep in mind that we appreciate any & all 
donations; the designated monthly items are just 
suggestions as we note our food pantry’s needs.)  

MAY

Cereal & Oatmeal! 
(any type, any size)
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Our adult Sunday School classes continue to meet 
Sunday mornings at 9:30am, with the last class 
meeting on May 17! We hope you’ll participate in 
one of our two adult classes before we take a break 
for the summer.
The regular adult Sunday School class, meeting in 
Room 2, is using The Wired Word curriculum, which 
chooses a weekly current event and analyzes how 
it relates to Scripture, while encouraging thought-
provoking discussions on how we can apply God’s 
word to our everyday lives.
The Faith Walk class, led by Pastor Eliza, (in the 
Nursery) is reading the book, We Make the Road by 
Walking, by Brian McLaren. The book provides 
insight on what it means to live joyfully & 
responsibly in today's world as agents of God's 
justice, creativity, and peace, with discussion 
questions designed to encourage meaningful 
conversation. All adults are welcome — we hope 
you’ll join us for either class!

Confirmation classes are concluding this month with 
just two more classes to go for our confirmands. 
Their final two classes will be on May 10 and May 
17 at 12:00 noon in the Youth/Teen room. 
The teens will be confirmed during worship on 

Sunday, June 14. 

Our First Pres Youth Group holds social & service 
events for teens in grades 6-12 throughout the year. 
We encourage our teens (and their friends!) to join 
them in any upcoming events or service projects. 
As always, if you have any questions or would like 
more information, please contact Laura Masi. 

Our Very Big Sunday & Deacons’ Picnic will be  
held on Sunday, June 7, and promises an 
abundance of fun and fellowship, including outdoor 
worship, crafts, games, & a celebration of our 
youth. Sunday School runs through May 17 ... 
parents, please help your kids finish the year 
strong by attending these remaining 
Sundays!  We are so grateful for all of our Sunday 
School teachers who have volunteered throughout 
the year to provide our children with meaningful 
crafts, activities, and lessons of God’s love. Many 
thanks to our Sunday School directors, Abby 
Burrough and Kam Evans for their hard work and 
preparation throughout this year, and to our 
Christian Ed committee for their guidance and 
coordination. More information coming soon about 
how you can help teach & raise our littlest ones in 
the Lord when we gather again next fall.

Our Wednesday Adult Bible 
Study meets weekly on 
Wednesday mornings at 
11:00am via Zoom to share in 

fellowship & prayer from the comfort of their own 
homes. This spring they have begun diving into a 
Bible study on the book of Isaiah. 
Please note that starting in 
mid-April there is a new 
Zoom link that the group 
has been using.  
Contact the office for the 
Zoom link, or if you believe 
you may have the old link — 
or for more information. 
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Supermarket Gift Card Program 
Don’t forget that we continue the Supermarket Gift 
Card program throughout the year! Please consider 
purchasing Shop Rite or Acme gift cards supporting 
IHOC. The gift cards come in amounts of $25, $50 
and $100 to either store. Acme & Shop Rite donate 
5% to IHOC when you purchase a gift card. Contact 
Cheryl Hauske to buy a gift card or to learn more 
about this program.

Saluting Those Who Served 

Have you served our country in any branch of the 
armed forces? We are planning a special service on 
Sunday, July 5, to honor those who served and to 
celebrate our country’s existence & growth for 250 
years. Plans are just starting to be formed, but if you 
served and would be willing to share a little about 
your time & experience, we’d love to hear from you.  
Please contact Sharon Cole or any member of the 
Music & Worship Committee if you are interested in 
being part of this special celebration of the armed 
forces and your service to our country.

Men’s Breakfast 
All First Pres men, and their friends and neighbors, 
are invited to the monthly Men's Breakfast 
gathering! We meet on the last Wednesday of the 
month at 9:00am in the church parlor. We eat, 
laugh, tell stories, reminisce, and try to tackle one 
thought-provoking question or idea at each 
gathering. A $5 donation covers the cost of the 
meal and also goes toward an annual charitable 
donation. The best part? We share in a growing 
camaraderie and genuine appreciation for each 
other as we "travel this road" together. Their next 
meeting will be Wednesday, May 27, at 9:00 AM 
in the parlor. As always, please contact Rick Clark 
to let him know you're coming so they can get an 
accurate head count. Hope to see you there!

Please note that 
the church office 
will be closed on  

Monday, May 25,  
in observance of 
Memorial Day.

Office Closed

Friendship Circle 
All women of FPCHH 
are welcome to join us 
at our next gathering on 
Tuesday, May 19, at 
9:30 AM in the parlor. 
They are continuing 
their study of Finding 
Resilience, Joy, and Our 
Identity in Jesus Christ 
by Rhashell D. Hunter. 
We hope you’ll join them for an enriching time of 
food, fellowship and a Bible lesson. Carole 
Leadbeater will be providing the refreshments. 
They are usually finished by 11:00am. We hope to 
see you there! 

Make sure to save the date for the Friendship 
Circle’s June Potluck Dinner on Tuesday, June 9, 
at 6:30pm in the parlor. 
They will have some very special entertainment for 
the evening so please plan to attend … and invite a 
friend or two!    

Tuesday, 
June 9 

6:30 PM



First Press Newsletter                                                                                 May 2026 

Page 8

From Our EARTH CARE COMMITTEE…

We have just been certified as an Earth Care Congregation for the 10th year … this is an achievement to 
celebrate! BUT (there's always a but), we are falling down on the job with our recycling.  We all want to do 
our part, but sometimes we think something is recyclable when it is not.  So, please, please be mindful of 
what you place in a recycling container rather than in the trash.  

Please think before you toss items into a container!  Thanks for helping us take care of God's creation!  

The YES’s and NO’s to Recycling  

	 by Marci Spiegle for the Earth Care Committee

Here are guidelines to help you and all of us:  

NO TO RECYCLING (this is the part to read carefully): 
• Paper towels, napkins, plates and paper cups 
• Plastic cups, straws and utensils  
• Plastic wrap of any kind (including bubble wrap) regardless of whether it has recycling labeling on it 
• Plastic caps   
• Any and all plastics other than #1 and #2 bottles and jars  
• Frozen food containers, including ice cream containers (they are lined with plastic)  
• Styrofoam   
• Any type of plastic bags  
• Shredded paper  
• Hard cover books unless the covers are removed first 
• Fed Ex / Tyvek-type plastic envelopes (made with plastic polymers) 

YES TO RECYCLING: 
• Newspaper & mixed paper including junk mail, magazines, etc. 

(no need to remove paper clips or staples from multiple sheets of paper) 
• Paperboard cartons for foods such as cereal boxes, pasta boxes and tissue boxes, etc. 
• Cardboard 
• Glass bottles and jars 

(empty and rinse containers fully before placing them in the recycling container) 
• Aluminum and steel cans & lids 
• Plastic bottles and jars with #1 or #2 found on the bottom 
• Milk and juice cartons 
• Paper towel and toilet paper inserts.
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Did You Hear the Good News?! 
We have obtained four hearing assist devices, 
located in the narthex (between the parlor & 
sanctuary) for use on Sunday mornings for those 
who have trouble hearing the sermons. Our 
Deacons can assist you in operating them. 
There are two types: 
1. One fits over your ear;
2. One goes around your neck with a 

speaker that your hearing aid can pick 
up (for those who use hearing aids);

We hope these devices make your worship 
experience more enjoyable.

On April 3, FPCHH and our sister churches in the 
area gathered for the Walk of Witness. As we 
remembered the events of Good Friday, we walked 
though our town, praying for unity and protection 
over those who live and serve here. 

Date: Saturday, May 9
Times: 2:00pm & 7:30pm
Tickets: Adults: $20

Students: $10
Kids under 12: FREE
*See Jeff Hudson for the 

group discount rate:  $15/person!
Location: HOPE Church

700 Cooper Road
Voorhees, NJ

Join the Pine Barons Chorus 
for their spring performance of 
Sweet Dreams in Candyland 
on Saturday, May 9 at HOPE 
Church in Voorhees. Scan the 
QR code here for more info or 
to purchase tickets.*
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Another Successful Yard Sale Is in 
the Books!

The Deacons earned over $2500 
(a record-breaker) from the 
donations and food sales! 

Many thanks to everyone who donated 
their “treasures,” and to our dedicated 
Deacons for preparing and hosting this 

event for another successful year! 

Paul Maienza 
Paul Maienza, son of Chuck & 
Jenni Maienza, will be graduating 
with his Masters in Engineering 
from Rowan this May 
Congratulations, Paul!

Please contact the office if we failed to 
recognize your spring graduate here! 

Lillian Smentek 
Lillian Smentek, daughter of Allison Miller 
& Robert Smentek and granddaughter of 
Marjorie Miller, is graduating from Haddon 
Heights High School and plans to attend the 
Honors Program at Manhattan University to 
study Childhood Education & Psychology.  
Congratulations, Lillian!

Emily Hirt 
Emily Hirt, daughter of Jeff & 
Stephanie Hirt, will be graduating 
from Paul VI High School this 
spring.  She plans to attend Endicott 
College in the fall to study nursing. 
Congratulations, Emily!

Stella DeShantz 
Stella DeShantz, daughter of Emily 
& Louis DeShantz and 
granddaughter of Margaret & 
Michael Westfield, is graduating 
from Pre-School, and plans to start 
kindergarten in the fall. 
Congratulations, Stella!
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MISSION TEENS

My name is Parker Roberson. I am 
37 years old, and for 33 years I 
ran from the Lord like Jonah. For 
no particular reason either, 
because I had everything I needed 
growing up. I was not abused, 
neglected, or bullied. In fact I was 

blessed in so many ways throughout my life. The 
problem was “I" - “me” - “myself”. Selfish pride & 
stubborn unbelief took me down the road of 
chasing things of this world & pleasures of the 
flesh, & as I abused God's grace over and over he 
eventually let me come to the end of myself. I met 
this end after years of failed relation- ships and 
cycles of addiction that seemed endless. That is 
where Jesus met me, because I didn't find God, he 
found me. 
Shortly thereafter he completely wrecked my "life". 
He showed me as plain as day it needed to be 
wrecked. All so he could re-make it for me. So that I 
could be reborn into the person he originally 
planned me to be. The thing about newborns is that 
they often stumble when they first attempt to walk. I 
certainly am no exception, and I am a repeater 
here at Mission Teens. "Repeater" is fondly 
synonymous with stubborn for those who are 
familiar with the Mission. Stubbornness can be a 
strength as I am too stubborn to give up on the life 
Christ has for me. 
Through his redeeming grace I am beginning to 
better understand John 14:6. He is the truth, the 
life, and the way, and the truth is I just have to 
surrender mine. Once I started to do this I 
discovered a life that was far beyond my hopes or 
imagination. Like many I used to believe that a 
Christian life was one of lack and restriction. It is in 
fact the exact opposite. 
This is my testimony that I was dead in my sin and 
lost in my own deception. In spite of these things 
Jesus saved me and gave me EVERYTHING. I am 
learning that free will is a beautiful gift from God, 
but also comes with great responsibility. In life 
everything is your choice, so choose Jesus, 
because He chooses you. If you find yourself 
miserable that is your choice. If you destroy rather 
than build that is your choice. If you deny yourself, 
pick up your cross and follow Him... well that is MY 
choice.

April Showers Bring a Field of Flowers 
Our church grounds were beautifully carpeted in 
pink this April … showing God’s amazing 
paintbrush, creation, and glory!

Dear FPCHH, 

	 Thank you for the gifts of 

food for our Food Pantry! 
Many people were fed because 

you care! 

	 We appreciate all you do 

for our clients. Thank you and 

God Bless all in your church. 

The Food Pantry Workers at 

Fellowship Methodist Church 
of Haddon Heights
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Pull-Tab Collection 
Don’t forget to save your pull-tabs 
(from cans of soda, soup, etc.) & 
place them in the tab container 
located in the narthex the next time you’re at 
church. We inherited this project from the 
Collingswood Pres; all the tabs are donated to the 
Ronald McDonald House to support their mission.

✓ View upcoming events 
✓ Listen to a past sermon 
✓ Submit your online giving 

Enter First Presbyterian Church of Haddon Heights in the 
search box to connect to our church.

FIND IT ON… 
App Store 

Google Play

My Church App by 
ChurchSpring

Fellowship

Sundays after 
worship in the 

Parlor!

hourwww.fpchaddonheights.org/
online-giving/

Church Directories 
The 2025-2026 Church Directories 

are available in the narthex & church 
office. If you would like one mailed to 

you, please contact the office.

Be sure to contact the office if 
your contact info changes!

http://www.fpchaddonheights.org/online-giving/
http://www.fpchaddonheights.org/online-giving/
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