
 



 

Large-print bulletins are available at both entrances to the sanctuary. 
Activity bags & bulletins for kids are available in the narthex. 

*Indicates those who are able may stand. 

Prelude	 Mike Rugge, Organist 

*Gathering Hymn:  “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”	 #234


Welcome and Announcements


Joys and Concerns 

Choral Introit: “Easter Call”	 by Ralph Grosvenor 
	 Dr. Chris Thomas, Director of Music 

We Come Into God’s Presence 
Call to Worship (L–Leader / P–People) 
L:	 On Friday, we thought the good news had been silenced.

P: On Friday, we thought the good news had taken its last 

breath.  
L:	 On Friday, we thought the good news had been buried.

P: Today, we know the good news is alive and well.  
L:	 Today, the good news has risen up. 

P: Today, the good news is dancing.  
L:	 Christ is Risen! 

P: Christ is Risen indeed!  
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We Prepare to Hear God’s Word  
Prayer of Confession (unison)

Gracious God, we want to be Easter people. We want to shout 
your good news from the rooftop. We want to follow the disciples, 
who ran to look for you. We want to follow the angels, who said, 
“Be not afraid.” But we are afraid. We don’t know what to say. We 
don’t know how to follow. We don’t know where to run. Forgive 
us, for we are imperfect Easter people. We are best intentions and 
best laid plans. We are an out-of-tune chorus of “alleluias.” Show 
us how to embody your good news in this world.  Amen. 
Silent Confession

Litany of Assurance 
L:	 When the stone was rolled away, our empty hearts were filled with 

light.

P: When the stone was rolled away, our hopeful hearts 

overflowed with grace and mercy. 
L:	 Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel.

P: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
*Gloria Patri	 #807 (Red Hymnal) 
*Affirmation of Faith: A Sanctified Art © 
P: I believe in the good news of Jesus Christ.  
L:	 It sounds like welcome and feels like home.

P: It sounds like laughter and feels like mercy. 
L:	 It sounds like love and feels like a seat at the table, 

P: So I believe in the good news of Jesus Christ. I have seen it 

alive in the world.  
L:	 And even when my heart aches, even when wars rage, even when 

mercy feels out of reach,

P: I remember the one who welcomed the children and led with 

nonviolence. 
L:	 I remember the one who cared for the vulnerable and inspired 

those around him.

P: I remember that the good news really is good news, for I have 

seen it alive in the world. Amen.  

We Read and Proclaim God’s Word 

Cherub Choir: “Hallelu, Hallelu, Hallelu, Halleluia, Praise Ye the Lord”

	 Kim Muni, Cherub Choir Director 
Time with Our Children

Chancel Choir Anthem: “Risen Today!”	 by Jay Althouse 
First Gospel Lesson: Matthew 28:1-10	 (NT, pp.33-34)



 

*Hymn:  “In the Garden”	 #242

Second Gospel Lesson: John 20:1-18, 21-25	 (NT, pp.114-115) 

Hymn of Preparation: “Improbable” by Britt Kusserow 
	 1 Because nothing’s impossible,	 5 When hate isn’t permanent,

	 2 For a Love that’s improbable,	 6 Resurrection is imminent;

	 3 For a God that’s unstoppable, 	 7 For a Love that looks different,

	 4 Are you ready to try?	 8 Than the fear in their eyes.

	  	 9 I am ready to shine.


Sermon: “The Good News Lives in the World”	 Rev. Eliza C. Jaremko


We Respond to God’s Word 
Invitation to the Offering 
	 Offertory: “Prelude on Nicaea”	 by J. Dykes, arr. S. Achterberg 
	 	 Mike Rugge, Organist; Chris Thomas, Vocals 
	 *Doxology: 	Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.

	 	 Praise Him, all creatures here below.

	 	 Alleluia, Alleluia

	 	 Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

	 	 Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

	 	 Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!

	 	 Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
	 *Prayer of Dedication


Prayers of the People / The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

We Go to Live God’s Word
*Closing Hymn:  “Christ Is Alive!”	 #243


Benediction (unison) 
May the Lord watch between me and thee, while we are absent 
one from the other. 
*Hymn:  “Hallelujah Chorus”	 by G. F. Handel	   
L:	 Our worship together has ended.

P: Now our service begins. 
Postlude



 

This Week @ First Pres…..

7:30pm - Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, April 9

Pastor Eliza on Vacation
Mon - Sun, Apr. 6-12 8:00pm - Village Playbox’s  

	 “Broadway Bound” @ FPCHH

Fri-Sat, Apr. 10-11

10:00am - Cherubs Rehearsal	   
10:10am - Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
10:30am - Easter Worship:  He Is Risen! 
	 Sanctuary & FB Live

Sunday, April 5

	 Greeters 	 Deacons 	 LiveStream	 Counters 	  
	 Sally	 Tom Clarke	 Korey Owens	 Leslie Clark	  
	 Burrough	 Margie Kent	 Erin Gallagher	 Vicki Clarke 
	 	 Suzanne Lange	 	 Mark Zimmerman 
	 Nursery	 SS: Adults	 Faith-Walk Class 
	 Kam Evans	 Class-led	 Pastor Eliza 
	 Maria Masi	 No Sunday School today!	  
	 SS: PreK—Grade 2	 SS: Grades 3—5	 SS: Grades 6-8 
	 	No Sunday School today! Happy Easter! 

• Adin Borden

• Sally Burrough

• Nancy & Bob Celebre

• Donna & John Duca

• Joe & Marie Guerra

• Lorrie Heuser

• Mary Jane Lange

• Sandy Langford

• Evelyn Miraglia

• Carmen Muni

• Dottie Rheinbold

• Michael Sabolcik

• Ken Sichel


• Lynn & Tom Spina

• Deborah Blackiston

• Lauren DeCorte, Sue Hawco’s daughter

• Marlowe Muni, Kim & Carmen’s grandson

• Steve, friend of Tony Logandro

• Meegan Hussain, friend of the Heusers

• Dick Boyle, brother-in-law of Candace 

Lowden

• Will Baberick, Polly Mitchell’s son

• Elijah Scardilli, grandson of friends of the 

Hudsons

• Nancy Ruiz, friend of the Hudsons

The family & friends of Carol Boyle, Candace Lowden’s sister



 

Scriptures for Today’s Service 

First Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 28:1-10 (NRSV) 
The Resurrection of Jesus 
 1After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there 
was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, 
came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like 
lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards 
shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do 
not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 
6 He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place 
where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised 
from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you 
will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly 
with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met 
them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, 
and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and 
tell my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

Second Gospel Lesson:  John 20:1-18, 21-25 (NRSV) 
The Resurrection of Jesus 
1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed 
from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, 
the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord 
out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ 3Then 
Peter and the other disciple set out and went towards the tomb. 4The two 
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and 
went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth 
that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled 
up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb 
first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not 
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the 
disciples returned to their homes. 

(continued)



 

Second Gospel Lesson:  John 20:1-18, 21-25 (NRSV) 
The Resurrection of Jesus 
1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed 
from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, 
the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord 
out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ 3Then 
Peter and the other disciple set out and went towards the tomb. 4The two 
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and 
went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth 
that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled 
up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb 
first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not 
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the 
disciples returned to their homes. 
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 
11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 
look into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the 
body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 
13They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, 
‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
him.’ 14When she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing 
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, 
why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be 
the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ 16Jesus said to her, 
‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means 
Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” ’ 
18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the 
Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

(continued)



 

Second Gospel Lesson  (continued) 

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 
21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said 
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

Jesus and Thomas 
24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen 
the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 
hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I 
will not believe.” 



 



 



 



 

Church Announcements APR 5

Blooming in God’s Splendid Glory! 
As you enter church this morning please take a flower & 
place it on our Blooming Cross at the front of the sanctuary. 

(Please do this as soon as you come in, to avoid a delay in 
the start of the worship service.)  We hope everyone will have 
a chance to make our cross bloom in God’s magnificent glory!

Mission Teens Visit 
Next Sunday, April 12, please help 
us welcome staff & residents from 
Mission Teens who will join us in 
worship & share their passion for this 
ministry & the impact it has had on

their lives. Mission Teens is a nondenominational program of Christian 
discipleship offered at no charge to people with life-controlling addictions 
of any kind. They are supported by churches and individuals who catch 
the vision of what God has called them to do. There are now 21 centers 
across the country, with the newest center opening in May. 

Our Annual Shoebox Project Is Back! 
We take for granted having shampoo, soap, toothpaste and all of those 
items that make up our daily routines; but for many, these items are 
expensive and difficult to buy when weighed against buying food.  
Please take a shoebox (when they are available in the parlor) and give 
someone those essential necessities.  
Below is a list of suggested items to include in your box:
—Shampoo / Conditioner —Hairbrush / Comb
—Soap / Body Wash —Razors
—Lotion / Moisturizer —Shaving Cream
—Lip Balm —Deodorant
—Toothbrush / Toothpaste —Washcloth
—Dental Floss —Socks



 

Saluting Those Who Serve(d) 
Have you served our country in 
any branch of the armed forces?
We are planning a special service on Sunday, July 5, to honor those 
who served and to celebrate our country’s existence & growth for 250 
years. Plans are just starting to be formed, but if you served and would 
be willing to share a little about your time & experience, we’d love to hear 
from you.  Please contact Sharon Cole or any member of the Music & 
Worship Committee if you are interested in being part of this special 
celebration of the armed forces and your service to our country.

Start Gathering Your Treasures 
It’s time to start gathering your 
treasures as the Deacons will be 
participating in the Annual Town 
Wide Yard Sale on April 25.  You 
can begin bringing in your items 
now, please place them in Room 2, 
along the left wall.  There are 
post-it notes on the table in Room 2 
for you to label your items for the yard sale. If you’ve already dropped 
something off that is in Room 1 or 2, please take a minute to attach a 
post-it note to your item(s) to label them. As a reminder, we do not 
accept clothing, bedding or electronics.  Please see a deacon if you 
have any questions.

Spring Volunteers Needed 
 Happy Spring! We are in the home stretch of the 
Sunday School year and need your continued 
support (for which we re so very

grateful!). There are lots of opportunities to support our 
children's classes from April 12th through May 17th. 
Easily sign up by scanning the QR code here, clicking 
the link in your e-News, or on the board in the parlor.

Pastor Eliza on Vacation 
Pastor Eliza will be on vacation from Monday, April 6 
through Sunday, April 12. Please call the church 
office during office hours, or contact Leslie Clark, 
Elder, if the office is closed.  Pastor Pete Hofstra, 
from First Presbyterian Church of Merchantville, will 
be on call for any pastoral emergencies.



 

Recognizing Our Graduates! 
Is there someone special in your family 
that is graduating this year (either last 
winter or this spring)?  Please send us their 
name, where they are graduating from, and 
what their future plans are (college & major, employment, traveling 
plans, etc.), so we can celebrate their achievement in our May 
Newsletter!  Contact the office to pass along the details 
(info.fpchh@gmail.com or 856-547-6139).

Village Playbox’s “Broadway Bound” 
The Village Playbox invites you to a special musical 

performance at FPCHH, Broadway Bound.
Dates: April 10 & 11 @8pm
Tickets: $10 (Adults)

$5 (Children 12 & under)

For April:
Canned 
Fruit & 

Vegetables!

mailto:info.fpchh@gmail.com


 




