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September 2026

	 Are you standing on Holy Ground? And if so, did you take off your shoes?  

	 We may think that Holy Ground is a special place far away, but anywhere has the potential to be holy ground. 
In the Exodus narrative, Moses was working outside on a normal day when God appeared in a bush and named that 
place holy. Throughout the Exodus epic, many places are declared holy: the slave quarters where Moses was born, 
the Palace where he was raised, the Sea that God parted, the Wilderness where God provided, and the Mountain 
where God gave commandments. In the most unexpected places, God shows up and declares a place holy.  

	 This fall, we are going in search of the Holy Ground in our lives – the places where God shows up. As we walk 
through the Exodus story together, we’ll celebrate the big and small miracles of our lives.  

	 Our journey will culminate with a celebration about our own holy ground at the corner of 7th and Green, as we 
celebrate our congregation’s 125th anniversary.  

	 We hope you can join us this Fall as we kick off the program year with special events: 
September 6	 9:30 AM:  Last Day of Summer worship, Communion  
September 13	 9:30 AM:  Deacon’s Pancake Breakfast in the Social Hall 
	 10:30 AM:  Worship in Social Hall with 7 & Green Band 
September 20	 9:30 AM:  Sunday School Kick Off: 
	 	  snacks, crafts and games!  
	 10:30 AM: Worship with Chancel Choir  
September 27	 9:00 AM: Calvin Choir Rehearsal Begins  
	 9:30 AM: Sunday School for all ages  
	 10:30 AM: Worship with Chancel Choir  
	 11:30 AM: New Members Info Meeting  
October 4	 10:30 AM: Worship and  
	 	 World Communion Sunday  
November 1	 12:00 PM: 125th Anniversary Luncheon, 
	 	 Tavistock Country Club  
November 15	 10:30 AM: 125th Anniversary 
	 	 Special Worship Service  

Grace and Peace,  
Pastor Eliza

GOD CALLED TO HIM OUT OF THE BUSH, “MOSES, MOSES!” AND HE SAID, “HERE I AM.” THEN 
GOD SAID, “COME NO CLOSER! REMOVE THE SANDALS FROM YOUR FEET, FOR THE PLACE ON 
WHICH YOU ARE STANDING IS HOLY GROUND!” 	 	 	 	 EXODUS 3:4-5
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Why Buying Acme & ShopRite Gift 
Cards Is a GOOD Idea! 
For a few years now Cheryl Hauske has been 
selling gift cards to ShopRIte and Acme. This is a 
fundraiser for IHOC, as the organization gets 5% of 
every card sold. Anyone who shops at either of 
these stores should take advantage of this 
opportunity to support IHOC.
• If you generally pay cash for groceries, give the 

cash to Cheryl and get gift cards to use instead. 
It’s an easy switch. You spend the same amount 
but now you are also helping IHOC.

• If you usually pay for groceries with a credit card 
then pay off your credit card balance each month, 
please rethink that habit. Most credit card 
companies charge a 3% fee to the grocery store. 
In effect, you are “donating” 3% of your 
purchases to the credit card company. Buying gift 
cards instead means you’re donating 5% of your 
purchases to IHOC. What a blessing! And again, 
there’s no increased cost for you.

For example, every $100 gift card = a $5 
donation. When enough people keep buying gift 
cards the totals add up to a generous amount of 
money. Yet, no one spends a single cent more on 
groceries they are already buying anyway.
Consider giving your grocery buying habit a 
makeover and make a difference!

+ =
Borough Proclamation Meeting 
The start of our church’s 125th Anniversary 
celebration will be on Tuesday, September 1, when 
the Borough of Haddon Heights will present Pastor 
Eliza with a proclamation noting and celebrating this 
special event.  Anyone who would like to attend is 
invited & encouraged to do so at 7:00pm at HH 
Borough Hall (625 Station Ave.).

In honor of the 125th Anniversary of our church, all 
members and friends of FPCHH are invited to a 
celebratory brunch immediately following worship 
on Sunday, November 1. The event will be held at 
Tavistock Country Club and will include 
entertainment along with a buffet-style brunch.  
There will be no charge for the event; however, you 
will need to make a reservation in order to attend.  
Please mark this important date on your calendars 
… details to sign up will be available soon.  
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… as of 
July 31, 2026

$218,846.54

$264,149.58

Christian Ed Update 
The Christian Education committee is 

looking at new curriculum for all grade 
levels for the upcoming program year. 

Summer School Supplies Collection 
School supplies were delivered to various 

schools in Haddon Heights, Barrington, 
Lawnside, and Collingswood. 

Livestream Tech Updates 
Korey Owens has stepped down from 

the role of livestream operator. We are so 
grateful to him for his dedication to our 

home worship viewers!  
Erin Gallagher and Korey’s son, Korey 

Owens, Jr., have been hired as our 
livestream technicians moving forward.

Ella B. Chase Memorial Fund Is 
Open for Applications 

One of the blessings that Collingswood Presbyterian 
Church members brought with them when they 
joined with First Pres is a fund that had been set up 
in the 1950s in memory of Ella B. Chase. This is a 
restricted fund that is only available for education-
related purposes. Some examples of these are:
• Financial assistance for a person seeking college, 

seminary or theological training in preparation for 
devoting his or her full time to Christian service.

• Prizes or grants to Sunday school members for 
essays or other achievements.

• Payments to a speaker or speakers not on the 
pulpit supply list to lecture on aspects of practical 
Christianity or religious education.

• Grants to attendees of mission work or summer 
religious camps.

• Other educational purposes the committee deems 
qualify under the terms of the trust.

The committee which presides over the use of the 
memorial fund consists of the pastor, president of 
the Trustees, clerk of Session, a member of the 
Christian Ed committee, and a member of the 
Finance Committee. Applications are available for 
any individual or group seeking funds that qualify 
under one of the above-listed conditions, or another 
education-related and committee-approved use. 

Contact the church office 
for an application,
go to our website at https://
fpchaddonheights.org/
online-forms/ella-b-chase-
fund/, or scan the QR code 
here for a form that can be 
completed and submitted 
online.

If you have any questions about filling out the 
application, or about an intended use, please 
contact Leslie Clark or any member of the Finance 
Committee.

https://fpchaddonheights.org/online-forms/ella-b-chase-fund/
https://fpchaddonheights.org/online-forms/ella-b-chase-fund/
https://fpchaddonheights.org/online-forms/ella-b-chase-fund/
https://fpchaddonheights.org/online-forms/ella-b-chase-fund/
https://fpchaddonheights.org/online-forms/ella-b-chase-fund/
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Thank you from the Mission Committee!
Thank you for helping us support local food 
pantries. Our last collection for 2 Cents a Meal was 
in June, but we’ll be starting the collection again on 
Sunday, September 20. Don’t forget to bring your 
coins so we can make a lot of noise!

Next 
Collection: 
Sept. 20! 

RICE is our targeted donation in September.  Rice is 
such a staple in many cultures as well as for those 
living in this area.  Please consider purchasing a 
bag or two of rice - 1- to 2-pound bags or boxes 
only - and placing them in the Mission Cabinet in 
the parlor.  Thank you from a grateful mission 
committee! 

RICE! (1-2lb. bags/boxes only)

Missions 
Collection 

for 
September:

Project:   
Wow, this congregation continues to amaze!  Did 
you see the table with all the cake mixes and cans 
of icing? Did you see the assembled birthday kit 
bags?  The Mission Committee is so grateful for 
your support.

Please see page 5 for more about our Mission 
Service Sunday on August 30, when we assembled 
the Birthday Kits.

School Supplies Collection! 
During the month of July the 
Mission Committee was collecting 
school supplies.  These supplies 
have been divided between four 
local school districts:  Lawnside 
Public School, Barrington School 

(Woodland & Avon), Sharp School in Collingswood 
and Haddon Heights Elementary Schools (Atlantic 
Avenue, 7th Avenue, and Glenview).  The supplies 
were delivered to the schools over the course of 
August.  Thank you to everyone who donated!
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Sanctuary Repair Update 

We’re placing the finishing touches on the chancel 
and expect the painting & cleaning to be fully 
complete in the next week or two. We hope to be 
fully using that area very soon. Thanks for your 
patience, and a special thank you to Mark 
Zimmerman and ‘the guys” for working so diligently 
to make these critical repairs. 

The chancel area was re-opened on August 30, while some 
finishing touch-ups will be ongoing this week. 

  
Assembly! 

Thank you to all who participated in making up the 
birthday kit bags on Mission Sunday, August 30. 
What a fun project, knowing you are helping create a 
special celebration for someone!

A note of 
thanks from 

Seventh 
Avenue 
School 

in Haddon 
Heights.

Dear Church Family, 

	 Thanks to all for 

donating the school 

supplies to the Seventh 

Avenue School! 

	 They will be put to 

great use helping our 

students! 
Blessings, 

Barb Berner

7th Avenue School
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Our First Pres Youth Group holds social & service 
events for teens in grades 6-12 throughout the year. 
We encourage our teens (and their friends!) to join 
them in any upcoming events or service projects. 
As always, if you have any questions or would like 
more information, please contact Laura Masi. 

Our Wednesday Adult Bible 
Study will begin meeting again 
on a weekly basis on 
Wednesday, September 16, 

at 11:00am via Zoom, sharing in fellowship & 
prayer from the comfort of their own homes. 

This fall they’ll begin a 
new topic which is still 
being determined. Please 
contact the office for 
more information and for 
the Zoom link to attend 
the study.

Our nursery is open and staffed 
by two adults each Sunday for 
our little worshippers in 
kindergarten and younger 
during the service.

Please reach out to one of our Deacons on 
Sunday morning for assistance in locating our 
nursery or for any other information you may need. 

We’re excited 
about our first 
day of Sunday 
School for the 
new year on 
September 20! 

Your leadership as a Sunday School volunteer is so 
very important to our children and to our church! If 
there is a way for you to commit to 2, 3, or 4 
consecutive weeks, the consistency is great for our 
children. But a single week helps, too! Class will 
start at 9:30 and end at 10:20.  Assistance, 
curriculum, and snacks are all prepared for you! 
Please sign up on the board in the parlor, or reach 
out to Kathy Mullan for more information. 

Our adult Sunday School classes will begin 
meeting again on Sunday, September 20, at 
9:30am, The regular adult Sunday School class, 
meeting in Room 2, is 
using The Wired Word
curriculum, which chooses a weekly 
current event and analyzes how it relates 
to Scripture, while encouraging thought-
provoking discussions on how we can apply God’s 
word to our everyday lives. 
The Faith Walk class, led by Pastor Eliza, (in the 
Nursery) is reading the book, For Such a Time as 
This: An Emergency Devotional, by Hanna Reichel,

which provides a thoughtful 
framework for discernment 
rooted in scripture, historical 
wisdom, and the core 
commitments of Christian faith. 
All adults are welcome — we 
hope you’ll join us for either 
class!
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Men’s Breakfast 
All First Pres men, 
and their friends and 
neighbors, are invited 
to the monthly Men's 
Breakfast gathering! 
We meet on the last Wednesday of the month at 
9:00am in the church parlor. We eat, laugh, tell 
stories, reminisce, and try to tackle one thought-
provoking question or idea at each gathering. A $5 
donation covers the cost of the meal and also goes 
toward an annual charitable donation. The best 
part? We share in a growing camaraderie and 
genuine appreciation for each other as we "travel 
this road" together. 
This summer, the men will NOT be meeting July 
or August, but they’ll be back in action again on 
Wednesday, September 30, at 9:00 AM in the 
parlor. 
As always, please contact Rick Clark with any 
questions and to let him know if you’ll be attending. 
Please call the office for his contact information if 
you don’t have it. 

Have a Say in the Church Budget! 

It’s that time of year again, and a budget committee 
needs to be established.
This committee always includes the president of 
Trustees, Personnel Committee chair, church 
treasurer and Stewardship Committee chair. 
However, input and perspective are needed from 
congregation members who are willing to serve as 
at-large representatives on the committee. Two 
volunteers are ideal.
You don’t need to be good with numbers to 
participate, just willing to share your thoughts 
during the discussions. The committee meets one 
time in person in late September. Anything else that 
comes up is handled via email. Once the budget 
has been set the work of the committee is finished. 
If this interests you please let Leslie Clark know. It 
will be first come, first selected!

Friendship Circle 
Friendship Circle is starting 
up again this fall on 
September 15.They meet 
on the third Tuesday of the 
month (Sept - June) at 
9:30am in the church Parlor 
for an enriching time of fellowship, food, and Bible 
study.  This fall they will be reading and discussing 
the book, Senior Saints; Polly Mitchell will bring 
refreshments for their first meeting on Sept. 15, 
and a member to-be-determined will lead the 
lesson.  The fall is a great time to attend if you 
haven’t been before and just want to try out a visit. 
All women are welcome to join us for an enriching 
time of fellowship, food, and Bible lessons. They 
are usually finished by 11:00am. 

Join Us for a Shared PW Gathering! 
PW Presbytery & FPC Moorestown 
Monday, September 21 @ 6:30pm 

You are invited to gather with 
Presbyterian women from 
congregations in Southern NJ 
at a joint Fall Gathering of the 
PW Presbytery and FPC-
Moorestown on Monday, 
September 21 at 6:30pm in 
Miller Commons, 101 
Bridgeboro Road, Moorestown.

Come enjoy desserts and fellowship.
Following a brief business meeting, Madelyn 
Sutton, Executive Director, will be presenting an 
update on services at Christian Caring Center, 
including Eden Village (a tiny home community for 
the homeless).
Donations to be shared with clients of the Christian 
Caring Center are appreciated:  white cotton 
socks, soap, body wipes, lotion, female hygiene 
products, shampoo and conditioner, antiperspirant 
deodorant, toothpaste and toothbrushes, 
disposable razors, first aid cream and bandages.

Come and bring a friend!
Sign up for this free event on the FPC 
Moorestown events website at: 
https://fpcmoorestown.churchcenter.com/
registrations/events/3812745

https://fpcmoorestown.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3812745
https://fpcmoorestown.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3812745
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Many thanks to all of our talented musicians who contributed to our 
Special Music & Offertory performances throughout the summer.

On July 19, Beth Eastman, Joanne Erwin, Mary Jane 
Lange, Cheryl Walmsley, & Margaret Westfield 
performed Wondrous Love for our offertory piece. 

On July 26, Jeff 
Hudson and 

Cheryl Walmsley 
performed The 

Prayer for special 
music during 

worship.

On July 19 we also commissioned 
Bruce Erwin and Tony Masi (left) for 
the Board of Trustees and installed for 
another term Candy Frantz & Margie 
Kent as Deacons (below).

We also ordained the 
following members: Al 
Andrews, Kathy Mullan, 
& Carmen Muni 
(Elders); Melissa Corso 
and Daniel Mullan 
(Deacons); and 
commissioned Jeff 
Moon as a member of 
the Board of Trustees. 

Sunday, July 19

On August 2, we 
were grateful to Rev. 
Stephen Cramer 
(Pastor Eliza’s 
father) who presided 
over worship while 
Pastor Eliza was 
under the weather.

Sunday, August 2Sunday, July 26

On August 23, Beth 
and David Eastman 

performed I Just Keep 
Trusting My Lord 

during the offertory. 
Pastor Dan Pure 

presided over worship. 

Sunday, August 23
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Friendship, Fire Trucks, & FPCHH 
Many thanks to Tony Masi who drove Mark 
Zimmerman’s fire truck to and from the 
Moorestown Fire Muster. Mark’s truck won an 
award for the oldest truck and he was able to 
connect with many former fireman and friends. 
With Mark not being able to drive it because of his 
injured shoulder, Tony gave Mark a very special & 
memorable day … just revealing another way we 
are blessed by our church family, both inside and 
outside our church walls. 

Tony Masi (on the 
right) drives Mark 
Zimmerman’s (on the 
left) classic fire truck 
in the Moorestown 
Fire Muster parade 
earlier this summer. 
Mark’s truck won an 
award for “Oldest 
Truck” in the parade. 

Please note that the 
church office will be 
CLOSED on 
Thursday, September 
24, due to the absence 
of office staff. 

Village 
Playbox 
Presents …  
Village Playbox returns to the 
stage this month with their One-
Act Play Festival, on September 

18 & 19 in our Social Hall. Join them for an evening 
of variety & entertainment. 
Dates: Friday, September 18, 8pm

Saturday, September 19, 8pm
Tickets: $10 per person 
(purchase by scanning the QR 
code here or go to: http://
villageplaybox.org/tix/
checkoutact1scene1.htm — 
tickets also available at the door)

http://villageplaybox.org/tix/checkoutact1scene1.htm
http://villageplaybox.org/tix/checkoutact1scene1.htm
http://villageplaybox.org/tix/checkoutact1scene1.htm
http://villageplaybox.org/tix/checkoutact1scene1.htm
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We were surrounded by other brothers and 
sisters who had been where we were and they 
knew how to help us overcome the destruction 
of what our lives in addiction did to us. They 
showed us the love of Jesus, which I had never 
in my life experienced.The Mission is full of the 
Holy Spirit and you succeed. Once you make 
the decision to do whatever it takes to change 
your life you have to grab onto the hem of the 
garment of Jesus and do not let go. Hold onto 
Him and I promise he will never fail you. Josh 
had already been through the program many 
years before we met, but he was volunteering as 
the Overseer in Kentucky and I was the Senior 
Counselor at this point. I had no intention of 
being in a relationship after the abuse I had 
endured at the hands of many men during my 
addiction, but God had a plan for my life that I 
didn't see coming. God knew I needed Josh and 
that Josh needed me. By the time our staff 
commitments were up at the Mission, God told 
us we were not only supposed to be together, 
but that we were to be married and share a 
ministry together and that's exactly what we did. 
We got married on September 26,2020. I had 
lost custody of my 3 children during my 
addiction, and although the case was closed, 
God reopened that case for me and He granted 
me back full custody of my 3 children and Josh 
took on my kids as his own and raised them and 
has loved them from the day he met them. 
Joshua and Whitney's story continues in the 
next issue.

MISSION 
TEENS

Hi! Our names are Joshua and Whitney 
Flanders. Joshua went through the Mission Teen 
centers in Illinois and Kentucky and has 17 
years clean and sober. I went through the 
program in Kentucky and have 8 years clean. 
We both struggled deeply with a life of addiction 
and torment. A life of pain, abuse, sadness, 
darkness, and absolute evil all around. We were 
both abused in horrific ways. My body was used 
in a way that left me full of shame and disgust. 
We lost everything. We were homeless, in and 
out of jail. We tried to beat addiction on our own 
by going to rehab after rehab, but every single 
time we would relapse and the torment and 
darkness was worse every time. We lost 
ourselves, we completely lost the will to live BUT 
GOD. He heard our cries when we called out to 
Him. He stepped in and saved our lives. He 
directed our paths and sent us both to Mission 
Teens. It’s there that we found Him, truly found 
His grace and His love for us. During our time at 
Mission Teens, God helped us work through our 
pain and trauma. He showed us how to use it for 
the glory of Him and for helping others who are 
just like us. People who are stuck suffering in 
addiction, not knowing there is even a way out. I 
got saved at the Mission and I never looked 
back. Josh had gotten saved long before he 
came to the Mission, but he restored his 
relationship with God while there.

Joshua & Whitney 
Flanders were both 
residents of the 
Mission Teens 
Kentucky Center.  
Their story continues 
in the next issue of 
the Vanguard (MT 
monthly newsletter).

From Pat Masi:   
In July we had a first in Mission Teens’ 57-
year history. A thirteen-year-old young lady 
graduated from our program in Iowa! To 
accomplish this she had to learn to get along 
with a household of vastly different 
personalities. She had to shoulder increasing 
responsibility as she moved through the eight-
month discipleship program, & finished by 
overseeing each day’s activities as Overseer 
in the last phase of the program. She is a true 
miracle & we are so proud of her!

Mission Update …



First Press Newsletter                                                                         September 2026 

Page 11

Worship Greeter Schedule 
Be sure to check your mailbox and 
inbox for our next worship greeter 
schedule coming out in mid-
August. The greeter schedule will 
resume on Sunday, September 
20. Please note that this schedule is for greeters 
who are positioned at the Seventh Ave. doors (not 
the Green St. exit, where Pastor Eliza meets 
attendees after worship). If you need to change 
your assigned date, please swap with another 
greeter on the schedule, and contact the office to 
let us know about the change. Thank you!

	 What a wonderful & needed reminder we 
received from 2 Chronicles 20. When we do not 
know what to do, we need to keep our eyes on 
HIM! When we are weak and doubtful, He tells us, 
"do not be afraid or discouraged … the battle is not 
yours, but God’s.”  We can face our battles, 
worshiping and praising Him. We can act on His 
promises; He will see us through. 

	 It's always a 
special time when 
missionaries come our 
way and our church 
can get a glimpse of 
different ministries 
that God is using  

around the world. The Olivero family was able to 
share in our Wednesday Bible study. Cristian now 
directs the Word of Life camp ministry in Chile. It 
was a time of encouragement for all. 
	 Praise the Lord 
for His watchful 
care over us. One 
Sunday night in 
July a 25-year old 
girl crashed right 
into the front of our 
meeting place in 
Vineland. She was  
under the influence and crashed at 130 miles an 
hour. Sadly, she was killed as the car burst into 
flames. You can see what could have happened had 
it been on Sunday morning. We are using another 
rental room until this one can be repaired. 
Prayer Requests: 
1) Several in the church groups have been going  

through marriage and family 
difficulties. Please pray that they 
will recognize what the enemy 
wants to do and may they use the 
wisdom from the Word and be 
willing to apply what It says. 
2) Pray that believers will be more 
consistent in their walk with the 
Lord. 

Gratefully in Him, 
Alberto & JoAnn

Registration for the 2026 Haddon Heights 
(Interborough Ministerium) CROP Hunger Walk is 
open!  No one in this world should be hungry. That's 
why the CROP Hunger Walk is more than just a 
gathering of people in a place. We're part of a 
movement, taking steps and raising funds together 
to provide meals for those in our own community 
who need them - and supporting programs that 
create greater food security in communities all 
around the world. Please join us in the fight against 
hunger. The steps we take and funds we raise will 
make a difference in the lives of others.

Click on the image above or scan 
the QR code her to register to 
walk or to sponsor a walker in the 
Interborough Ministerium. Thanks 
for your support!

Sunday, October 11, 2026
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Pull-Tab Collection 
Don’t forget to save your pull-tabs 
(from cans of soda, soup, etc.) & 
place them in the tab container 
located in the narthex the next time you’re at 
church. We inherited this project from the 
Collingswood Pres; all the tabs are donated to the 
Ronald McDonald House to support their mission.

✓ View upcoming events 
✓ Listen to a past sermon 
✓ Submit your online giving 

Enter First Presbyterian Church of Haddon Heights in the 
search box to connect to our church.

FIND IT ON… 
App Store 

Google Play

My Church App by 
ChurchSpring

Fellowship

Sundays after 
worship in the 

Parlor!

hourwww.fpchaddonheights.org/
online-giving/

Church Directories 
The 2025-2026 Church Directories 

are available in the narthex & church 
office. If you would like one mailed to 

you, please contact the office.

Please call or email the office 
if your contact info changes!

http://www.fpchaddonheights.org/online-giving/
http://www.fpchaddonheights.org/online-giving/
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
28 Seventh Avenue

Haddon Heights, NJ 08035

www.fpchaddonheights.org

http://www.fpchaddonheights.org

