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PASTOR’S GREETING    \\

Dear Trinity Church Family,

On February 28, 1983, the 256th and fi nal episode in the popular television series set in a MASH unit in the 
Korean War was telecast. The eleven seasons of the popular Mobile Army Surgical Hospital and its cast of 
compelling characters– Hawkeye Pierce, BJ Honeycutt, Margaret “Hot Lips” Houlihan, Radar O’Reilly, Corporal 
Klinger, Colonel Potter, and others came to a close. The fi nal episode was a special two-hour show focused on 
the end of the war, the ceasefi re party, and the departure of soldiers to civilian life. That fi nal MASH program 
was watched by 105.9 million folks, the largest TV audience of any telecast until the 2010 Super Bowl with 106 
million. Do you remember the title of MASH’s last episode? It was “Goodbye, Farewell, Amen.”

In a few weeks we will be saying goodbye, farewell, amen. Goodbyes can be good, bringing closure to chapters 
in one’s life. A goodbye can mean “God bless.” “Farewell” means literally “fare well”! Amen means “so be it.” On 
April 22, we will celebrate 12 years of ministry together as pastor and people. I hope you will be present to say 
goodbye, farewell and amen. Healthy closure is a gift to all.

I am grateful for this season of ministry with you. There have been many ups and a few downs. I grieve leaving 
Trinity and retiring from a calling which began as an undergraduate student pastor in 1973. Sharon and I have 
had the privilege of serving nine congregations over 45 years. We have been a part of three church starts. We 
have served congregations begun in 1836, 1848, and 1859. Every church has been different. Every person has 
been a blessing in some way.

As we move toward saying goodbye, farewell, amen, I ask you to do these things:

1. Be present for each service in the Farewell to Trinity sermon series.
2. Pray for Trinity’s pastors and staff in this transition.
3. Prepare to welcome a wonderful new chapter in Trinity’s long and rich history by welcoming new Senior 

Pastor, Rev. Ken Brown in July.

“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 
because of your sharing in the gospel from the fi rst day until now…” (Philippians 1:3-5)

Yours in good goodbyes,

Goodbye,
Farewell,
Amen
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//    SUNDAY WORSHIP

APRIL 2018

Dr. Dent will be preaching his final sermon series, Farewell to Trinity, from April 8-22, 2018. 

April 8
If I Could Only Preach One Sermon | Ephesians 2:4-10

April 15
Guard What Has Been Entrusted to You | 1 Timothy 6:11-17, 20-12

April 22, Retirement Celebration Sunday
My Prayer for You | Philippians 1:3-11

April 29
Preaching: Rev. Janet Forbes, UMC Retired Clergy, Guest Preacher

MAY 2018

May 6
Preaching: Rev. Keith Watson, UMC Retired Clergy, Guest Preacher

May 13, Mother’s Day
Preaching: Rev. Darrell Mount, UMC Retired Clergy, Guest Preacher

May 20, Day of Pentecost
Preaching: Rev. Steve Burnett, Trinity’s Interim Pastor

May 27, Trinity Sunday
Preaching: Rev. Steve Burnett, Trinity’s Interim Pastor

JUNE 2018

June 3, Celebration of Ministry Sunday for Pastor Tom Henderson Owens
Preaching: Pastor Tom Henderson Owens, Trinity’s Pastor of Discipleship & Outreach
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Pictured: Dr. Dent 
preaching a sermon on 
Easter,  April 1, 2018.
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//    TRIBUTE

FAMILY AND EDUCATION
• Born in Beaumont, TX 1952, third of three children
• Raised in North End Methodist Church and licensed to preach in 1972
• Married Sharon Toups July 20,1974, Beaumont, TX
• Earned Bachelor of Arts in Sociology with High Honors from Lamar University, Beaumont, TX May 1975
• Earned Master of Theology from Southern Methodist University, Perkins School of Theology, Dallas, TX May 

1979
• Earned Doctor of Ministry with Honors from Southern Methodist University, Perkins School of Theology, 

Dallas, TX May 1992
• Two children and five grandchildren

PASTORAL MINISTRY
• Undergraduate Student Pastor, St. Matthew’s UMC, High Island, TX, 1973-1975
• Ministerial Internship, St. Luke’s UMC, Houston, TX, 1977-1978
• Seminary Student Pastor, Edom UMC, Edom, TX, 1978-1979
• First Associate Pastor, Klein UMC, Spring, TX, 1979-1982
• Pastor, First UMC, 1982 –1985, DeKalb, TX
• Founding Pastor, Atascocita UMC, Humble, TX 1985-1992
• Senior Pastor, Bellaire UMC, 1992-1996
• Senior Pastor, Marvin UMC, Tyler, TX, 1996-2006
• Senior Pastor, Trinity UMC, Denver, CO, 2006-2018

PUBLICATIONS
• Author, Sexuality and Christianity: Reflections for Today, Published by Brentwood Press, Columbus, Georgia, 

1995
• Contributor, Try Prayer Power, edited by Dr. Charles Allen, 1995
• Contributor, Forward in Faith, by John Wesley Hardt, 1999
• “Licensed to Heal,” American College of Surgeons Bulletin, August 2002
• “Resurrection power conquers death, raises us to new life,” The United Methodist Reporter, April 15, 1983
• “We must oppose states endorsing alcohol ads,” The United Methodist Reporter, February 26, 1999
• “Helping Hurting Hearts in the Holidays,” Tyler Today, Winter 2004

ASSOCIATIONS, COMMITTEES & TRAVELS
• Speaker, Board of Discipleship New Congregational Development Seminars, Chicago, July 1987; New 

Orleans, November 1987; and Houston, November 1989
• Member, Tyler District Board of Ordained Ministry, 1997-2006
• Member, Texas Conference Board of Ordained Ministry, 2000-2006
• Chair, Conference Pastoral Effectiveness Committee, 2000-2006
• Reserve Delegate, UMC General Conference, Pittsburgh, PA, May 2004
• Delegate, UMC South Central Jurisdictional Conference, Corpus Christi, July 2004
• Pastors’ Mission Work Team and Tour, Haiti, April 1985
• Six-country “Footsteps of Christ and Journeys of Paul,” June 1985
• Jurisdictional Mission Tour, South Korea, October 1994
• Delegate, World Methodist Conference, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, August 1996
• Wesley Heritage Tour, England and Scotland, June 1998

Celebrating the 
Life & Ministry of
Dr. Michael Dent
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TRIBUTE    \\

• Delegate, World Methodist Conference, Brighton, England, July 2001
• Sabbatical Study Leave, Mountain Top Retreat Center, Bozeman, MT, June-July 2003
• Imagine No Malaria Mission Tour, Republic of Angola, October, 2012
• Co-Chair, Imagine No Malaria Campaign, Rocky Mountain Conference, 2012-2014
• Reserve Delegate, UMC General Conference, Portland OR, May 2016
• Delegate, UMC Western Jurisdictional Conference, Scottsdale, AZ, July 2016
• Community Service
• Texas United Methodist College Association Award recipient, 1984 and 1990
• DeKalb Chamber of Commerce Award recipient 1984
• Greater Southwest Houston Chamber of Commerce Award recipient 1992
• Weekly Columnist, DeKalb News, 1982-85 and Humble Echo, 1985-89
• Resource Person, Humble Independent School District, 1986-92
• Chaplain, Atascocita Volunteer Fire Department, 1986-92
• Houston Campaign for the Homeless Steering Committee, 1988-89
• Chairperson, Bio-Ethics Committee, Northeast Medical Center Hospital, Humble, TX, 1991-92
• Graduate, Class I, Leadership 20/20, Greater Southwest Houston Chamber of Commerce, Bellaire, TX, 1993
• Member, Steering Committee, Bellaire Caring for Children Foundation, 1994-96
• Member, Shared Decision Making Committee, Lovett Elementary School, Houston, TX, 1995-96
• Graduate and Co-Chair, Class XI, Leadership Tyler, 1996-97
• Speaker, Leadership Tyler Quality of Life Day, 1998-2003
• Chairperson, Ethics Committee, Trinity Mother Frances Health System, Tyler, 1997-2006
• Member, Board of Directors, Regional East Texas Food Bank, 1997-2006
• Member, Board of Directors, Hospice of East Texas, Tyler, 1997-2006
• Member, Executive Committee, Hospice of East Texas, Tyler, 2002-2005
• Member, Board of Directors, Trinity Mother Frances Health System Foundation, Tyler, 1997-2006
• Trinity Mother Frances Health System Foundation Award recipient, March 2003
• Presenter, Texas House of Representatives Licensing and Administrative Committee, Austin, TX, 1999
• President, Tyler Ministerial Alliance, 2000-2002
• Speaker, Texas Surgical Society Ethics Breakfast, Tyler, April 2002
• Member, Founding Board of Directors, Meadow Lake Methodist Retirement Community, Tyler, 2002-2006
• Member, Board of Directors, Children Are a Gift Foundation, Tyler, 2003
• Member, U.S. Magistrate Judge Merit Selection Panel, Eastern District of Texas, 2005
• Member, Smith County 7th District Court Grand Jury, July-December 2005
• Member, Institutional Bio-Safety Committee, Tyler Cancer Center, 2005-2006
• Invocator, Colorado State House of Representatives, 2007-present
• Invocator, Colorado State Senate, 2009-present
• Invocator, Colorado Remembers 9-11, Denver, CO, September 11, 2011
• Member, Access Denver, Class of 2007
• Board of Trustee, The Iliff School of Theology, Denver, CO, 2008-2017
• Chair, Student Affairs Committee, The Iliff School of Theology, Denver, CO 2012
• Member, Downtown Denver Rotary Club, 2010-Present
• Member, Boys Scouts of America, Denver Council 2017-2018
• Outstanding Eagle Scout Award recipient, February 2015
• Invocator, BSA Denver Council Sports Breakfast, 20010-2017

Thank you, Dr. Dent!
Trinity United Methodist Church

2006-2018
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CHURCH LIFE    \\

On Sunday, April 8, 2018, Trinity’s SPRC Chair, Dr. Michele Ferguson, 
shared a letter from the Metropolitan District Superintendent, Rev. Paul 
Kottke. The letter outlines Trinity’s pastoral transition, including information 

regarding Rev. Steve Burnett, who will be serving as the interim pastor for Trinity 
from April 29 through June 30, as well as Pastor Tom Henderson Owens’ transfer 
to the West North Carolina Conference, and Dr. Donna Dempewolf’s departure 
from Trinity’s pastoral staff. Visit trinityumc.org/PastoralTransition to read the 
letter.

Trinity’s
Pastoral
Transition

MEET REV. STEVE BURNETT

Steve Burnett retired July 2014 as the senior pastor of First United Methodist 
Church of Casper, Wyoming, and now lives with his wife Ingrid in Colorado 
Springs. In retirement Steve is coaching new pastors, serving on the planning 
team for the Conference Academy for Clergy Young in Ministry, and occasionally 
teaching an adult church school class. He chaired the Program and Arrangements 
Committee for the Western Jurisdictional 2016 Conference in Scottsdale, AZ.

Born in Meridian, Mississippi, Steve earned a B.A. from Millsaps College and a 
4-Year Doctor of Ministry degree from the Claremont School of Theology, located 
in southern California. He served churches in Mississippi and in Colorado, where 
for eight years he supervised pastors and churches in the northern and central 
part of that State. In Mississippi Steve also served as associate director of the 
Mississippi Conference staff resourcing youth, young adult and camping ministries. From 1986-1992 Steve 
served on the National Board of Directors for the Christian Educators Fellowship, and was its President for 
two years. He has backpacked much of the Smoky as well as the Colorado Rocky Mountains, fished the Gulf 
of Mexico inland waters, and collected rare books. In his last appointment in Casper, Steve was also involved 
in many civic activities, including Casper Rotary, where he served five years on the Board and coordinated 
the startup of an Interact Club for high school students. Steve is now in the process of completing work for 
credentialing by the International Federation of Coaches.

Steve is married to Ingrid Burnett, an artist in pastels and oils, which she began after a career in university 
libraries and museums; his daughter Sarah lives with her husband Steve and daughters Ellen and Ada in 
Colorado Springs as well, where Sarah is an elementary school teacher. 

Rev. Steve Burnett will be joining Trinity 
as the interim pastor from April 29-June 30, 2018.
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Rev. Ken Brown is recognized as a visionary 
pastor in large church settings, with three 
decades of experience. He currently serves 

as the Senior Pastor of Broomfield United Methodist 
Church, a 2000+ member/constituent community. 
Broomfield United Methodist Church has active 
ministries throughout the year in Romania, Kenya, 
India, and Haiti. It is singular for its deployment 
of volunteers in the region and awarded for high 
participation rates by its partners.

Rev. Brown is a second career pastor, previously 
serving as a Marketing Director for a real 
estate development company. He earned his 
undergraduate degree in business administration 
from the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill. Earning his Master of Divinity degree from Duke Divinity School at Duke 
University, Rev. Brown is ordained for ministry in the United Methodist Church. 

He is highly respected for his effectiveness to establish networks and successful 
pastorates in North Carolina, Florida, and Colorado. Rev. Brown is an executive 
advisor to Hope House of Colorado, A Precious Child, and CASA of Adams and 
Broomfield Counties.

As a nationally regarded small group ministry expert, Rev. Brown’s innovations 
with discipleship have been published in Net Results, Circuit Rider, and Leader 
in Christian Education. His current church has 1000+ participation. Most recently, 
his small group ministry at Broomfield UMC was featured in Developing an 
Intentional Discipleship System: A Guide for Congregations.

Rev. Brown enjoys hiking, fly-fishing and annually climbing a 14er. He resides 
in the Denver metro area. He has four phenomenal adult daughters and one 
glorious grandson.

We are excited to welcome Rev. Ken Brown,
as he joins Trinity for his first Sunday on July 1, 2018!

Trinity Welcomes
Next Senior Pastor,
Rev. Ken Brown
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Earlier this year I had the opportunity to go deeper into personal study and 
reflection on Jesus’s crucifixion. I went on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
in early February, and I joined many others at Trinity in reading Adam 

Hamilton’s book 24 Hours That Changed the World as part of a Lenten practice. 
I gained a new perspective on what Jesus’ death means for me and the world. I 
was thrilled to lead a 2-week class about reading the crucifixion narrative in the 
gospels entitled “The Power of Story in the Crucifixion,” just as Lent began.

My hope for this class was to spread my love of the Bible and inspire others in 
developing their own study. The more I learn about the writings contained in the 
Bible, the more I find nourishment for my Christian journey. There are things that 
many of us take for granted in the Bible, stories we have heard told repeatedly 
yet have not necessarily taken the time to explore for ourselves. Further, I have 
often heard Christians say they want to learn more about what is written in the 
Bible, but it’s difficult to understand the language and the meaning. To merely 
read the words printed on the page can lead to plenty of confusion and a lot of 
questions. But learning more about what the words meant at the time it was 
written, what the hearers of those words understood as they heard them, and 
what was going on in that time and place can bring new understanding for us 
readers today. When we have this level of understanding, we can more easily 
draw parallels to our own lives. In this way, the stories in the Bible become the 
living, breathing word of God for us.

The class I led was intended to give participants a glimpse into one way of 
reading the Bible, by taking a closer look at the story that is being told: What 
is the author trying to convey? Who was his/her intended audience, and why? 
Why did the author write certain pieces in the way he/she did? Jesus’ last week 
covers one-third of each of the gospels, so it is clear this is a crucial part of his 
overall story. Yet this week is not told in exactly the same way in each of the four 
gospels. This intrigues me! If I want to walk more closely with Jesus in my own 
life, I need to understand what his life—and death and resurrection—looked like. 
Reading the gospels with a curiosity and hunger helps me do this, especially if 
I do so with the aid of study guides. There are many out there, and I encourage 
you to look around, ask others what books and study guides they found helpful, 
and ask me or one of the other pastors for ideas. May you find nourishment for 
your own Christian journey.

Contributed by Rev. Lee Anderson-Harris

A
New
Perspective
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Pictured: (top left to right) Rev. Lee touching the slab of rock believed to be where Jesus’ body was laid after 
his death on the cross; Walking the Via Dolorosa, or The Way of Suffering, the route through Jerusalem where 
Jesus carried his cross; Walking on holy ground, the ground Jesus walked after being sentenced to death 
(bottom): The “Silent Witnesses”, ancient olive trees in the Garden of Gethsemane, believed to have been 
present during Jesus’ last prayers.
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Lee will be ordained as a Deacon at this 
year’s Annual Conference session in 
Ogden, Utah. Deacons are clergy who 

lead the church in relating people of faith to 
their ministries in the world through nurturing 
spiritual vitality, teaching, and leading ministries 
of service, love, and justice. Deacons also assist 
with worship leadership and preaching. Lee is 
Trinity’s Minster of Care, and provides a spirit-
centered presence in the many ways she serves. 
Please take a moment to congratulate Lee.

Congratulations!
Rev. Lee Anderson-Harris, 
UMC Deacon

Pastors Tom and Ann Henderson Owens 
are moving to North Carolina this 
summer.  Ann has recently accepted a 

full-time position as a Christian educator at 
Central United Methodist Church in Asheville, 
North Carolina. Most recently she has been 
serving as the Children’s Pastor at Belong. 
Ann’s first Sunday at Central is June 10. Tom 
is transferring his license as a local pastor to 
the Western North Carolina Conference, and is 
awaiting appointment. He is currently Trinity’s 
Pastor of Discipleship and Outreach. Tom will be 
preaching on June 3, his last Sunday at Trinity. 
While we are sad to see Tom go, we are excited 
for his and Ann’s future in North Carolina. Please 
take a moment to congratulate Tom and Ann.

Congratulations!
Pastors Tom & Ann Henderson Owens,
Transfer to North Carolina 

Revs. Lee and Jeremiah Anderson-Harris.

Pastors Ann and Tom Henderson Owens.
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What’s happened or is happening with 
our Appreciative Inquiry interviews?

The outcome of our Appreciative Inquiry 
interviews revealed key themes:

• Appreciation of traditional worship with a 
strong Music and Arts Ministry

• Vibrant Children’s and Youth Ministry 
programs  

• Focus on active small groups, developing 
education and mission opportunities

Trinity Council continues to utilize all the valuable 
information gathered as they work to enhance 
and develop new visions, insights, programs 
and ministries.  Bishop Karen Oliveto and D.S. 
Rev. Paul Kottke utilized this information in the 
appointment process of our next Senior Pastor, 
Rev. Ken Brown.  Special thanks to Trinity 
Council Chair, Diana Huerta, who is leading this 
effort and to Lay Leader, Brian Lee, for compiling 
over 200 interviews into a single document. 

Appreciative Inquiry is designed to help 
organizations further develop toward their life-
giving force. We are excited to continue this 
process and facilitate Trinity’s growth into the 
future.

Appreciative
Inquiry:
What Now?

TUMC Retro Recipes are curated from some of 
our favorite Trinity cookbooks over the years! 
Here is an indulgent, choclatey cake recipe:

Ingredients

3 Eggs
1 tsp. salt

1 C. cooking oil                  
1 tsp. baking soda

½ C. buttermilk                   
1 tsp. cinnamon

1 tsp. vanilla                      
2 C. flour

1 ¾ C. sugar                       
1 C. boiling water

½ C. cocoa

Instructions:

Beat together eggs, oil, buttermilk and vanilla 
until smooth.  Mix together sugar, cocoa, salt, 
baking soda, cinnamon and flour.  Add to egg 
mixture, mix until smooth.  Add water all at once, 
mix until smooth.  Pour batter into greased 
pans ( 8” or 9” cake pans, 9x13 pan or about 18 
cupcakes).  Bake at 350 for 30 minutes.

Enjoy!

TUMC 
Retro Recipe:
High  Altitude Chocolate Cake
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The pulpit made of brass and oak has stood front center in Trinity’s sanctuary 
since its opening in 1888. The front panel contains the Roman cross and 
three intertwined circles, symbolic of the Holy Trinity. The inscription reads, 

“Go ye into the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15).

Reverend Henry A. Buchtel served the congregation that became Trinity from 
1886-1891. It’s during his pastorate that the current Trinity building was built. In 
a report submitted to the conference at the close of his pastorate, Dr. Buchtel 
gave many details about the church and its construction. On the pulpit he said. 
“The pulpit, itself a work of art, made of solid bronze and oak, was planned by 
Dr. Buchtel, and executed in New York by J. and R. Lamb. It is the gift of Dr. 
and Mrs. Buchtel and cost $300.” The J and R. Lamb company also designed 
and built the Resurrection Window that graces the west wall of the balcony. The 
Report of Henry A. Buchtel Pastor Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church can be 
read at: http://digital.denverlibrary.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15330coll23/id/6643.

On leaving Trinity, Rev. Buchtel served churches in Indiana and New Jersey. 
In 1899, he was chosen as chancellor of the University of Denver, where he 
served until 1920. He was elected governor of Colorado in November of 1906 
and served one term from 1907 until 1909. His inauguration as Governor was 
held at the Trinity pulpit he had designed.

Contributed by Dave Sanger

History
of the 
Pulpit

MEET THE TRUSTEES

Bill Weiskopf has served on the Board of Trustees since 2014. He has been a member 
of Trinity, where he and his wife Kelli were married, for the past 30 years. Bill has served 
as a Stephen Minister and has been a facilitator for the Stephen Minister program. Bill 
and Kelli have three adult boys, who while growing up, were very active in the youth 
program including bells. Bill has enjoyed participating in many youth activities and has 
been blessed to attend many youth mission trips over the years.

Bill spends his time during the week as a General Contractor and Project Manager. He 
received his Bachelor and Master’s degree from Regis University and is a certified project 
manager professional. During the most recent church renovation project, Bill took the role 
of Owner’s Representative managing all construction aspects of the project on behalf of 
Trinity. During down time, Bill enjoys spending time with Kelli and family.  
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Pictured: (left to right)  Trinity’s pulpit, Trinity’s 
Resurrection Window; (bottom) The pulpit inscription.

//    CHURCH LIFE
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In the spring of 1887, Trinity’s leaders asked its members to contribute to 
a fund for the purchase of land and construction of a sanctuary at 1801 
Broadway. One member, Ezra M. Bell, made a modest contribution to the 

building fund, telling the leaders that he would not make a larger gift because 
he had other plans for supporting the church.1 A few months later, in November 
1887, Mr. Bell died—and his will created an estate that has provided abundant 
support for Trinity, anticipated future events in the life of the church and the 
evolution of its needs, and no doubt far exceeded his expectations.

In his will, Mr. Bell gave all his property to six trustees, three male and three 
female members of Trinity, “for the use and benefit of the membership of Trinity.” 
He gave the Bell Estate Trustees full discretion to use or apply the net proceeds 
for seven listed causes. Taken together, these causes stated his intent to support 
three main purposes or programs of Trinity: support, repair, or rebuild Trinity or 
its property; assist “the worthy poor of Denver;” and educate and encourage 
young members of Trinity.

Over the years, the Bell Estate became a key source of support for Trinity 
and its various programs. In the early 1900s, the Bell Estate made substantial 
contributions to Trinity’s annual operating expenses and funded many building 
repairs. Later, during the Depression, donations from the Estate were vital to 
keeping the church open, and in the mid-1940s, its gifts helped the church retire 
the mortgage on its building. More recently, the Bell Estate has contributed 
to Trinity’s Rocky Mountain Conference apportionments, provided stipends 
for Iliff interns who served Trinity, assisted impoverished people in downtown 
Denver, and participated in Trinity’s capital campaigns for the replacement of 
the sanctuary roof, the sesquicentennial anniversary, and the Plaza Building 
Initiative.

Yet, even as the Bell Estate gave indispensable support to Trinity and its various 
programs, the Bell Estate as an entity was overtaken by other developments. 
The Bell Estate was created decades before adoption of the federal income tax 
in 1914, formation of Trinity Second Century Foundation in 1984, and creation 
of current legal, accounting, and structural methods for funding and supporting 
the causes that meant so much to Mr. Bell. Today, the Board of Trustees of 
Trinity is responsible for all repairs, maintenance, and improvements of Trinity’s 
sanctuary, land, and buildings. Thus, the Trinity Trustees hold and disburse funds 
for these purposes when needed. The Second Century Foundation exists as a 
permanent endowment to accept contributions for providing financial resources 

Ezra M. Bell:
A Prescient & Generous Donor
to Trinity

CHURCH LIFE    \\

1 See Kirby, Linda K. Heritage of Heroes: Trinity United Methodist Church 1859-1988 
(Salt Lake City: Publishers Press, 1988), 138.
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to ministries and programs that serve needy people in downtown Denver and the 
Denver metropolitan area. And Trinity has built a strong program for nurturing 
and sustaining the faith and spiritual journeys of its young members. In other 
words, long before the needs of Trinity, its membership, and its surrounding 
community were fully expressed or understood, Mr. Bell anticipated and created 
an innovative means to meet those needs. And now, the work of the Trinity 
Trustees, the Second Century Foundation, and the Trinity Youth program 
complements and amplifies the purposes for which the Bell Estate was created.
This past year, the Bell Estate Trustees considered these developments in 
light of Mr. Bell’s exhortation, in his will, to exercise “a careful husbanding and 
management” of his estate, in order “to accomplish the greatest possible amount 
of good, in the name of God and for humanity.” 

After careful thought, study, and reflection, the Bell Estate Trustees decided that 
the goals of the Bell Estate can now be served best by making a substantial gift 
to the Trinity Youth Scholarship Fund and establishing, with the Trinity Trustees 
and the Second Century Foundation, separate endowed funds that will continue 
to support Mr. Bell’s initial purposes and that can accept gifts from other donors 
inspired by his example. The implementation of this decision in early 2018 will 
assure that Trinity will benefit from Mr. Bell’s generosity and foresight for many 
years to come.

Contributed by Betsy Phelan, Chairperson, Board of Trustees, Estate of Ezra M. Bell

//    CHURCH LIFE
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MAR 16 - SEP 3

Major Support from:Presented in Denver by: In partnership with:

EXHIBITION GUIDE
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I have been a volunteer at the Denver Museum of Nature and Science for 
almost 5 years. The museum opened a new exhibit, Dead Sea Scrolls, and I 
highly recommend it! In fact, my friends are probably tired of me talking about 

it! I am so excited to help visitors experience this exhibit every week - Thursday 
afternoons to be exact. As volunteers, we receive 9 hours of training before 
each temporary exhibit. Additionally, we continue to learn as we facilitate the 
experience for our guests. 

In this case, I fi nd the exhibit to be more than compelling. It’s combination of 
ancient Biblical texts, history, archeology, many artifacts and a stone from the 
Temple that fell in 70 CE, are all extraordinary. Many of us will never get to the 
Holy Land and leave a prayer at the Western Wall. Come to the exhibit, because 
this is your chance. During my opportunity to experience the exhibit, I slowly 
approached the stone which had been part of the Temple mentioned in the 
Gospels, touched it and felt connected to that time and to Jesus. I left a prayer.

If you haven’t already fi gured it out, I think this is once in a lifetime opportunity!
Tickets are selling quickly - make a reservation soon. Be sure to allow for a 
couple of hours in the exhibit to savor. Return later this summer to see the 
second set of scrolls.

Contributed by Dr. Michele Ferguson

Details from the Denver Museum of Nature and Science website:

Ten scrolls will be displayed when the exhibition opens. Due to strict preservation requirements, 
10 different scrolls will arrive halfway through the run to replace the 10 initial scrolls. This will make 
it possible to see a total of 20 scrolls while the exhibition is in Denver. Each rotation includes a 
scroll that has never before been on public display. 

In addition, more than 600 artifacts from the ancient Middle East will immerse guests in historic 
traditions and beliefs that continue to impact world cultures today. The authentic objects include 
inscriptions and seals, weapons, stone carvings, terra cotta fi gurines, remains of religious symbols, 
coins, shoes, textiles, mosaics, ceramics, jewelry, and a three-ton stone from the Western Wall in 
Jerusalem that fell in 70 CE. The exhibition is organized by the Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA). 

The Dead Sea Scrolls represent one of the most signifi cant archaeological discoveries of the 20th 
century. As the story goes, in 1947, Bedouin goatherders wandered into a cave along the shore 
of the Dead Sea, near the site of the ancient settlement of Qumran. Concealed within the cave 
were scrolls that had not been seen for 2,000 years. After extensive excavation, thousands of 
fragments from more than 900 remarkably preserved scrolls were recovered, leading to decades of 
extraordinary scrutiny, preservation, debate, and awe. (www.dmns.org/deadseascrolls/overview)

Learn more at www.dmns.org/deadseascrolls

Dead Sea Scrolls 
Exhibition Volunteer:
Dr. Michele Ferguson
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Sharon Dent is an artist who expresses herself in many mediums. She loves 
the creative process. She paints watercolor, weaves in the Saori tradition, 
and makes jewelry and quilts, to list a few. When approached with the idea 

for an art show in her honor, she agreed to do it in the hope that it would inspire 
others to also create!

Recently, I asked her at a brunch in the Dents’ honor why she started weaving, 
investing in a loom and materials, and creating a space in her home? She told a 
wonderful story, which perhaps others can relate to, as well.

When Sharon was a little girl, 3 to 4 years old, she was given a little loom to 
make potholders. She made potholders for everyone – Mom, Grandma, aunts 
– and she loved it. She was weaving! Then, one day in church, when she was 
9, the minister was showing the congregation a piece of cloth that was woven 
and given to the church for the communion table. It was shimmery and exquisite, 
and her idea of weaving was changed. Sharon said that she was entranced and 
knew that she wanted to do that. Fast forward many years to when the loom 
again came into her life, and Sharon knew that she was born to do this. They say 
when the student is ready, a teacher appears, and Sharon was ready. She took 
on the Saori method of weaving, which is an artistic, intuitive process without 
a set pattern. Rather, the threads guide the artist. Sharon is very suited to this 
manner of creating.

There is a place called Laity Lodge in the Texas Conference that would hold 
creativity retreats. Sharon was drawn to watercolors. After only her first time at 
the retreat, she was asked to be the teacher at the retreat the following year. 
Sharon also began making jewelry. Ask to see Mike’s money clip – Sharon made 
it. Sharon taught the Artist’s Way classes here at Trinity for a time and is a deeply 
creative and spiritual person who senses God’s love as she creates in joy. 

In Sharon’s honor, Trinity’s Music & Arts Ministry is holding a Trinity Artist 
Showcase on April 22, 2018. Sharon Dent will be the featured artist, and, in 
addition, artwork created by Trinity artisans will be displayed throughout the 
building. A “gallery guide” will be available to navigate the displays and connect 
artwork with artists. Please contact Music Assistant, Kathy Ives, at massistants@
trinityumc.org, (303) 839-1493x17.

Contributed by Judith Mitchell

Reflection on a
Creative Life:
Sharon Dent, Artist
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Pictured: Sharon 
with one of her 
Saori weavings
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Pictured: Original artwork by 
Sharon Dent 

(top) A Saori weaving in 
process; (bottom left to right) 
watercolors: a red poinsettia 

and a winter landscape.
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As we continue our annual connection with Dr. Trudi Wright’s Musical 
Theater History students from Regis University, this year the students 
have been busy studying Stephen Sondheim’s Sunday in the Park 

with George. This musical, premiered in 1984, is a fictional representation of 
maverick French Impressionist painter Georges Seurat’s efforts to create his 
masterpiece, Sunday Afternoon on the Isle of La Grande Jatte. The musical is 
being presented at the Arvada Center for the Arts and Humanities from April 17-
May 6. We encourage you to attend one of the performances, and Dr. Wright’s 
students will be at Trinity to share their insights with you on Wednesday, April 18 
at 5:45pm. The presentations and student presenters are as follows:
• Sunday in the Park with George and A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of Le 

Grand Jatte: Maile Starr & Lili Bachli
• Seurat and His Connection to the Show: Rhiannon Villarreal & Stevi Gilgorovic
• Sondheim’s Life and Work: Kathleen Donovan & Kay Pollack
• Sets, Costumes, Historical Context: Ireland Thor, Lydia Gormley, & Dom 

Oliver
• Character Motivations: Grace Hughes & Lizzy Kearns
• Music and Social Construction: “It’s Hot Up Here”: Sage Alberto & Tessa 

Kelley

This opportunity for community engagement is always a rich learning and growth 
experience for students and Trinity folks alike. For more information, contact 
Judith Mitchell at jmitchell@trinityumc.org,  (303) 839-1493x16.

Intervals of Joy: 
Regis University Students Explore 
Sunday in the Park with George

Pictured: “A Sunday After-
noon on the Island of La 
Grande Jatte” in the Art 
Institute of Chicago, photo 
taken by Tom S.

This work has been released into the public domain by its author, NIRVANA2764 at English Wikipedia. This applies worldwide.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY    \\

What a joy to learn what God has to teach us through the Bible. Trinity’s 
Annual Bible Retreat was an exciting event for the 3rd, 4th and 5th 
graders who attended in February. This was an energetic group of kids 

learning all about their Bible through lesson, play, games, and cooking! They 
learned how to use the Bible as a resource and how to have fun digging deeper 
into God’s Word on their own.

Parents also attended the retreat to spend the night, help with meals and 
lessons. The children toured the Sanctuary and had a scavenger hunt with clues 
they found looking up scriptures in the Bible. They also made brownies with 
ingredients they found in Bible scriptures.

After they learned the basics of their Bibles such as the table of contents, how to 
look up a Bible verse, the names and categories of the Bible books; they voted 
that a dance party and pillow fight were a fun way to end the evening.

On Sunday all the children returned to receive their Bibles during worship with 
Pastor Mike presenting their Bibles to them. Children who received their Bibles 
are:

Norah Belcher, Alex Cassidy, Isaac Coffey, Sophie Husk, Ethan Husk, 
Harper Grooms, Berkley Lausman, Logan Mahan, Kason Nicholas, Parker 
Scheminske, and Torin Wright.

Many thanks to Beverly Gerlock who lovingly added each child’s name to their 
Bibles in beautiful calligraphy and to Trinity’s Quilters who purchased a Bible for 
each child. God’s book is a treasure and a gift to us. 

Contributed by Allison Watkins

Annual
Bible Retreat:
Highlights

Pictured: Children receive 
Bibles on Sunday during 
worship; (pg 25 top) Fun in 
the Fellowship Hall!; (bottom) 
Allison Watkins teaches a 
group during the retreat.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY    \\

Children of all ages arrived early to process waving palm leaves during 
the opening hymn on Palm Sunday. This is always a joyful celebration to 
begin Holy Week.

On Easter morning the children began worship with their families in the 
Sanctuary. When the Children’s Message ended they all headed to the Easter 
Eggstravaganza. Thirty volunteers and child-care staff welcomed over 160 
children along with their parents and grandparents to enjoy egg hunts, an Easter 
egg roll, games, delicious snacks, sing hallelujahs and listen to the story of Holy 
Week using resurrection eggs.

It was a beautiful day to visit with families and friends and share the love of 
Jesus with fun and Bible lessons.

Contributed by Allison Watkins

Celebrating Palm Sunday 
& Easter with
Trinity’s Children

Pictured: Children and parents participate in the Palm Parade; (pg 27) Fun was 
had by all at the Easter Eggstravaganza!

Photos on pg 28-29: Taken by Wes Walker of Dream Alive Productions, 2018.
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Register online or at the 
Children’s Check-In Desk

trinityumc.org/vbs
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Experience the ride of a lifetime with God at Rolling River Vacation Bible 
School!  This adventure includes exciting new music, amazing science, 
creative crafts, fun recreation, and memorable Bible stories that will help 

children know God is always with them as they ride the rapids of life! 

Each day of the week, we’ll get into our rafts on the river to explore another 
theme. On the river, they’ll find:
• Adventure
• Acceptance
• Joy
• Rest
• Peace  

Isaiah 43:2 is this summer’s VBS memory verse: “When you pass through the 
waters, I will be with you.”

Here are the details:
• Date: June 25-29, 2018
• Time: 9:30am – 1:30pm
• Ages: 4 years - 5th Grade (2017-2018 school year)
• Cost: $50 per child 
• Before & After Care: $25.00 per week, per child

Children are invited back to Trinity for the VBS Sunday Celebration on July 
1, 2018! VBS participants share stories and music with Trinity’s congregation 
during the 11am worship service.

Many volunteers help make VBS such a success every year. Want to help? 
Need more information or have questions about children’s events? Contact 
Allison Watkins, Director of Children’s Ministry, awatkins@trinityumc.org,
(303) 839-1493 x22.

Contributed by Allison Watkins

Rolling
River
VBS
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YOUTH MINISTRY    \\

Picture this…35 youth and adults piled into vehicles and headed to the 
mountains for a weekend of group building, skiing, snowboarding, games 
and hot cocoa in the lodge. 22 skiers, 6 snowboarders and 7 hanging out 

in the lodge. The day was filled with blue skies and sunshine, laughter, stories of 
adventures on the mountain, card games and gratitude for time spent together. 
After an all you can eat pizza buffet (and that is a lot after a full day on the 
mountain) at Beau Jo’s we spent time reflecting and growing together. 

Discovering together what ‘Ubuntu’ means and how we live into that together. 
‘Ubuntu’ is the idea that I am because we are. That is to say, my humanity is 
inextricably connected to your humanity. Another way to look at this would be to 
say, ‘I Am because We Are.’ 

When asked to complete the thoughts, “I AM…” and “WE ARE…” the youth 
responded with words and phrases that beautifully capture who they are and we 
are together. Some of these responses were: 

Family
Whole
Perfect

Imperfect
Loved

Worth it
United

Teachers
Helpful

Together
Awesome

And the list goes on. It was truly an incredible weekend filled with love, laughter, 
growth, new perspectives and gratitude.

Contributed by Cami Twilling

19th Annual
Youth 
Winter Retreat

Pictured: (top left) Group photo of Trinity’s Youth on the 19th Annual Winter Retreat; (right) Youth skiers and a 
snowboarder having a great time on the slopes; (bottom) The Ubuntu poster created on the retreat.
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YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL

Join us for Sunday School from 9:30-10:30am in the Youth Room. Middle High Youth meet in room 116 and Senior 
High Youth meet in Room 117. This is an awesome place just for you to come explore your faith, ask questions, 
be yourself and grow on your spiritual journey. All are welcome! 

Senior Recognition Sunday

We will recognize our High School Seniors on April 29 at the 11am service and celebrate their years 
here at Trinity. We will hear what their plans are for the coming year and present each of them with a 
gift on behalf of the Trinity family. 

Stock in Youth

Here is your chance to buy stock that is guaranteed to grow! On Sunday, April 29 between 4:30-6:30pm 
the youth will be calling to ask for your financial support and prayers. You can help make youth ministries 
and mission trips possible by buying “Stock in Youth.” 

This summer the 11th and 12th grade youth will spend ten days in rural Guatemala building a house in 
the village of Chontala, visiting the John Wesley School, experiencing the beautiful culture of Guatemala, 
playing with the children and getting to experience pura vida, pure life. The 8th-10th grade youth will 
spend a week at La Puente in Alamosa, Colorado serving the community as they serve in food banks, 
clothing banks, soup kitchens and more. The 6th & 7th graders will spend 3 days in mission here in a 
Denver serving at the Olin Hotel, Metro Care Ring, Project Angel Heart, and more. 

The youth each pay a portion of the cost of these trips and we need our Trinity family to help make these 
life changing trips possible as the youth go out to serve as representatives of Trinity! Together, with you, 
we believe we can make this happen. In addition to helping make the youth mission trips possible you 
will be supporting our youth ministries year-round by buying stock in our youth. 

All “stock holders” will receive a postcard in the fall from our mission trips letting them know how their 
“investments” are doing. The youth will share their summer mission trip experiences in the fall on Youth 
Sunday. Please show your support for our youth and buy “Stock in Youth” on April 29. Thank you for 
your support! 

Contributed by Cami Twilling

Upcoming
Youth 
Events

YOUTH MINISTRY    \\
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//    CARE MINISTRY

Care Ministry at Trinity includes ways to receive support and nurture and 
serve others in Christian love.  These ministries are rooted in the belief 
that as a faith community, we are to care for one another, and that we 

need one another in life’s ups and downs.  In this way we practice Beloved 
Community.  

Do you have the gift of listening and presence with others?  Are you wondering 
how to share more compassion with a hurting world?  Do you have ideas for new 
ways of being there for others in our community?  

I welcome the opportunity to talk further with you about serving God by serving 
others in care and compassion. And, we all experience challenges and tough 
times in life, and we can find our way through with the help of God and others.  

Trinity’s pastors and the Stephen Ministry team can provide a listening and 
caring presence as you navigate rough terrain.  Ministries such as the Prayer 
Team, Prayer Quilts, visitation to our homebound members, and Health Ministry 
also provide support and nurture.  

Whether you are seeking to give or receive care in 2018 (or both!), I hope that 
you will remember Care Ministry and not hesitate to reach out to me for further 
conversation.  I can be reached at landerson@trinityumc.org or 
(303) 839-1493x11.

Contributed by Rev. Lee Anderson Harris

Grow,
Connect
& Serve
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UMW    \\

The Carlotta Walls LaNier, Black History & Women’s History program, 
sponsored by Trinity’s UMW was well received. Approximately 100 people 
gathered in Fellowship Hall after the 11am worship service on March 4, 

to hear her tell of her experiences as one of the “Little Rock Nine” who were the 
first to integrate Little Rock, Arkansas Central High School. A special thank you 
to Nan Chizmar for her part in bringing Ms. LaNier to Trinity.

New Books for the UMW Reading Program Library
For almost 150 years, United Methodist Women have been involved in mission that 
includes prayer, study and action. The Reading Program is a study opportunity, 
but it should also lead to action. The purpose of the program is to encourage 
United Methodist Women members to think critically about current issues 
through an annual selection of member-reviewed books. It offers an excellent 
opportunity to deepen your spirituality and to broaden your understanding of our 
mission work.

Each year the National UMW publishes a list of recommended books for 
the Reading Program in five categories: Education for Mission, Leadership 
Development, Nurturing for Community, Social Action, and Spiritual Growth. 
Participants in the Reading Program will read at least one book from each 
category and Response, the official magazine of the United Methodist Women.

Trinity UMW purchases one new book from each category each year for our 
lending library. This year’s purchases are: 
• Massacre at Sand Creek, How Methodists Were Involved in an American 

Tragedy by Gary L. Roberts
• The Sacred Secular, How God is Using the World to Shape the Church by 

Dottie Escobedo-Frank and Rob Rynders
• Detained and Deported, Stories of Immigrant Families Under Fire by 

Margaret Regan
• Hospitable Planet, Faith, Action and Climate Change by Stephen A. Jurovics
• The Pilgrim Messiah, A Novel Drawn From the Gospel of Mark by Richard 

C. Cheatham

The UMW Lending Library bookcase is in Fellowship Hall nearly every Sunday.
A small group of Trinity Women meet regularly, usually the fourth Friday of the 
month, in homes, to discuss the books they have read from the UMW reading 
program list. Visitors or new members are always welcome. Contact: Nan 
Chizmar, Lois Cochran, Carolyn Johnson or Miriam Slejko.

Contributed by Lois Cochran

United Methodist
Women
News
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UMW    \\

Pictured: Carlotta Walls LaNier speaks at the Black History & Women’s History event; (bottom) Trinity’s 
members line up for a book signing with Ms. LaNier.



38

UMW    \\

Do you like to read...

• about other cultures and countries?
• about social action?
• about spiritual growth?
• about ways to develop your leadership?
• about nurturing for your community?

If you answered yes to one or more of the above then you the United Methodist 
Women’s Reading Program, “UMW Reads!” is for you. You are welcomed to be 
a part of a small group of women who meets in our homes to discuss the books 
that we have chosen to read from the list of recommended books from the UMW 
Reading Program List.

The UMW Reading Program suggests books in 5 categories (listed on page 30). 
Each year a new list is composed of 8 books in each category. Books from the 
previous 5 years can apply to the four plans. There are four plans, reading 5 to 
20 books a year. Reading is also encouraged from Response, the official United 
Methodist Women’s magazine.

Here are some additional comments about “UMW Reads!” from the group 
members:

• These are books I wouldn’t have known about.
• They promote advocacy for current causes.
• The books keep us in touch with the world.
• The program has widened my reading horizons.
• They are thought provoking.

We normally meet on the 4th Friday of each month. Please see the UMW 
Calendar (to the right) for our upcoming gatherings. The UMW Reading Program 
challenges and inspires us to put faith, hope and love into action. Come, be part 
of transformative education that comes with being part of “UMW Reads!”

Please call one of us for more information:
• Miriam Slejko 303-229-6487
• Lois Cochran 303-934-8838
• Carolyn Johnson 303-931-1777
• Nan Chizmar 812-350-7131

Contributed by Nan Chizmar

UMW Reads!
Reading Program
Book Group
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UMW CALENDAR

April 7
Metropolitan District UMW Spiritual Day Apart | Mother Cabrini Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd, Golden, CO 80401

Praying in Color, led by Lauretta Lundquist

April 8
Miriam Circle | Room 128, 12:15pm

Program: “Prayer of Jesus - Rooted in Hebrew Prayer” from Response Magazine

April 10
Book Circle | home of Sue Wolff, 10am | The One Hundred Year Old Man Who Climbed Out the Window and 
Disappeared by Jonas Jonasson

April 11
Deborah Circle | Perkins Restaurant, 1995 S. Colorado Blvd, 12:30pm | Contact: Nan Chizmar

April 27-29
Rocky Mountain Conference UMW Spiritual Life Retreat | YMCA of the Rockies, Estes Park, CO

Retreat Theme: Spiritual Rhythms, 
Retreat Leader: Sally Vonner, Assistant General Secretary for Membership & Leadership 
Development, United Methodist Women National Office

May 4
UMW Reads - Reading Program Book Group | home of Nan Chizmar, 2-4pm 

May 6
Miriam Circle | Room 128, 12:15pm

May 8
Book Circle | home of Jan Morgan, 10am | Mrs. Queen Takes the Train by William Kuhn

May 9
Deborah Circle | Perkins Restaurant, 1995 S. Colorado Blvd, 12:30pm | Contact: Janet Herrington

May 25
UMW Reads - Reading Program Book Group | home of Miriam Slejko, 2-4pm 

SAVE THE DATE

June 9
UMW Annual Potluck Picnic

UMW    \\ //    UMW
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CONTEMPLATIVE SPIRITUALITY    \\

In 2016 John Philip Newell founded the 
School of Celtic Consciousness (SCC). He 
did so in the belief that Celtic wisdom is 

needed at this moment in time, urgently. It is a 
spiritual tradition in the Christian household that 
can nurture vision of mind, strength of soul, and 
compassion of action. SCC’s purpose is:

1. To consciously access the wisdom of our 
Celtic Christian inheritance.

2. To deepen spiritual practice in relationship to 
this wisdom.

3. To translate this study and practice into 
compassionate action.

You may be wondering, “What is Celtic 
Christianity?” One of the most cherished images 
in the Celtic world is the memory of John the 
Beloved leaning against Jesus at the Last 
Supper. It was said of him that he therefore 
heard the heartbeat of God. He became a 
symbol of the practice of listening, listening for 
the beat of the Sacred deep within ourselves, 
within one another, and within the body of the 
earth. This is the Christianity that emerged in 
the Celtic world in the earliest centuries. And it 
is a stream of Christian wisdom that is flowing 
again. It moves us to be aware of the Sacred at 
the heart of every moment and it calls us back 
into true relationship with the earth, with one 
another, and with what is deepest in ourselves, 
all made of God.

The Colorado SCC Team invites you to:

• Discover an ancient Christian wisdom which 
invites us into earth honoring spirituality.

• Journey with others who find fresh insight 
within the Celtic tradition.

• Find strength for the work of healing in the 
world.

Contributed by Cami Twilling

Colorado School 
of Celtic
Consciousness

We study the writings of John Philip 
Newell and hold questions together of 
creation and the world today. 

SCC Book Study meets on the second Sunday 
of each month at Capital Tea from 6:30-8pm.

Upcoming Meetings: April 8 & May 6
Please note: we will meet on May 6, due to 
Mother’s Day the following week.

The tea shop is closed to the public so we will 
have a quiet space for our time together each 
month. Questions? Contact: Angela Taylor at 
angiet615@gmail.com 

Capital Tea
1450 S. Broadway
Denver, CO 80210
www.captea.com

Contributed by Cami Twilling

SCC
Book Study
& Discussion

CONTEMPLATIVE SPIRITUALITY    \\

Pictured: Rev. Dr. John Philip Newell 
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Pictured: Rev. Dr. John Philip Newell 

//    CONTEMPLATIVE SPIRITUALITY

CONTEMPLATIVE SPIRITUALITY

You will find a quiet space where you can deepen your contemplative practice or learn for the first time what 
contemplative spirituality is, and the impact it can have on your life. We will practice Centering Prayer well as other 
prayer practices which invite us into a deeper place of listening for the ways in which God speaks within us. We 
will explore the labyrinth and reflect on the teaching of the ancient mystics and present day mystics. Please come 
as you are. All are welcome.  

Sundays | 9:30-10:30am, Bride’s Room
Each class begins with time to settle in as peaceful music plays followed by meditative chants, the reading of 
scripture, a reflective reading and time of lectio divina. A wonderful way to begin your week. All are welcome in 
this quiet space. 

Wednesdays | 7-8:30pm, Stiles Chapel
You will find a quiet space where you can deepen your contemplative practice or learn for the first time about 
contemplative spirituality, and the impact it can have on your life. We practice Centering Prayer, as well as other 
prayer practices, such as Lectio Divina. We explore mandalas and reflect on the teaching of ancient and present 
day mystics. In April our theme is Light, and in May our theme will be Creativity. Please come as you are. All are 
welcome. 

Please contact Cami Twilling if you have any questions: (303) 839-1493 x32 or ctwilling@trinityumc.org
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In The Rebirthing of GOD: Christianity’s Struggle for New Beginnings, John 
Philip Newell explains, “Iona is not a place to cling to, or escape to, but to 
cherish as a place in which our seeing is renewed, so that when we return 

to the demanding and conflicted places of our lives and our world we do so with 
open eyes that have been refreshed.”

During our pilgrimage on Iona, John Philip taught us about Celtic Spirituality 
from the early beginnings with Irenaeus and Pelagius to St. Brigid of Kildare and 
from Alexander John Scott, George MacDonald to George MacLeod, who rebuilt 
the ancient Abbey on Iona and established the present-day Iona Community. He 
also guided us across the island beginning at the thirteenth-century Nunnery 
and ending at St. Martin’s Cross at the Abbey. When we met for the last time, he 
asked us to share what we were thankful for during our time together and what 
had this experience prompted us to do next; even though there were a variety 
of responses there also was a common thread of feeling connected and hope 
for the future.

After each person finished, a rustic bell from the Himalayans was rung and 
“Thanks Be to God” was proclaimed; the following are a few of those heart-felt 
responses.

I am thankful for... 
the feeling of Love, clarity, being able to share my life story, peacefulness, 

history of Celtic Spirituality, coming home, abundant beauty, personal growth, 
hopefulness and community

I am prompted to...
move forward, be brave and bold, be more patient, pay attention to little things, 

listen and reflect, be more passionate, be aware of the One in our midst

After listening to each other and hearing the chimes of the bell, it felt like our 
seeing had been renewed and we were ready to face the demands of the world 
and would always cherish our Pilgrimage on Iona.

Contributed by Joy Harvey

A Place
to
Cherish

CONTEMPLATIVE SPIRITUALITY    \\
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UPCOMING EVENTS   \\

SAVE THE DATE

Women’s Bible Study | April 5-June 28 | 10-11:30am | Spirit of Hope UMC
The Women’s Bible Study will be held at Spirit of Hope UMC, 3885 S. Broadway, Englewood. They meet on 
Thursday mornings from 10-11:30am. The new location is easy to reach by car or public transportation. 

Mental Health First Aid | April 14 | 8am-5pm
Join Trinity’s Care Ministry for a class in Mental Health First Aid on April 14 from 8am-5pm. This class, which is 
facilitated by the Mental Health Center of Denver, will help you identify those who may be experiencing distress 
or a mental health crisis and develop tools to aid them as they begin their journey to recovery and well-being. 
Class size is limited to 30 people. The class is free and lunch will be provided. Everyone is invited; all church 
volunteers and lay leaders are encouraged to attend. Visit trinityumc.org/mhfa to register online! Contact: Rev. 
Lee Anderson-Harris, landerson@trinityumc.org, (303) 839-1493x11.

Bishop Oliveto’s Book Launch | April 14 | 9am-Noon | Iliff School of Theology, 2323 E. Iliff Ave., Denver. 
Rev. Dr. Karen P. Oliveto, Bishop of the Mountain Sky Episcopal Area, Denver and Iliff Trustee, has published 
a new book based on the teachings of John Wesley entitled Our Strangely Warmed Hearts: Coming Out Into 
God’s Call (Abingdon, 2018). A panel of laity and clergy from the Rocky Mountain Conference will analyze the 
volume at a Book Launch on Saturday morning, April 14, at the Iliff School of Theology. Bishop Oliveto will 
respond to the panel and autograph books. Registration starts at 8:15 am, with the program from 9 pm to noon. 
No food will be served. Books will be available for sale. Open free to laity and clergy, the event is sponsored by 
the United Methodist Association of Retired Clergy (UMARC). 

Regis University Student Presentations | April 18 | 5:45pm
Dr. Wright’s students will be at Trinity to share their insights about Stephen Sondheim’s Sunday in the Park with 
George with you on Wednesday, April 18 at 5:45pm. The musical will be presented at the Arvada Center for the 
Arts and Humanities from April 17-May 6.

Iliff presents John Philip Newell, Distinguished Visiting Scholar of Spirituality | April 18 | 7-8:30pm
Iliff’s Distinguished Visiting Scholar of Spirituality, the Rev. Dr. John Philip Newell, will outline his gratitude to 
the 13th-century Islamic Scholar and Poet, Jelaluddin Rumi, and invites us to look to the wisdom of other faiths 
as part of our well being. The evening lecture will envisage how religion can play a major role in peacemaking. 
The lecture will be in Shattuck Hall at Iliff School of Theology, 2323 E. Iliff Ave., Denver, CO. Admission is $25.

Dr. Dent’s Retirement Celebration | April 22
Please join us for worship on Sunday, April 22, as we celebrate the ministry of our Senior Pastor, Dr. Michael 
Dent. Following the 11am service, all are invited to a reception in his honor. A Texas BBQ lunch will be served. 
Additionally, the Trinity Artist Showcase will be celebrating Sharon Dent. Read more about this below.

Trinity Artist Showcase: A Tribute to Sharon Dent | April 22
Trinity Music and Arts Ministry is excited to bring you the Trinity Artist Showcase, in tribute to Sharon Dent 
and featuring artists in Trinity’s congregation. Visual artists of all ages are participating, to bring you (the 
congregation) a beautiful, creative experience. Art will be displayed around Trinity on April 22. The show is 
a tribute to Sharon Dent, who is a wonderful artist of many talents, including watercolor, Saori weaving, art 
quilting, and jewelry making. A variety of her work will be a feature display, in honor of her service and love for 
Trinity over the past 12 years.
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SAVE THE DATE

Senior Recognition Sunday | April 29 | 11am Worship
We will recognize our High School Seniors on April 29 at the 11am service and celebrate their years here at 
Trinity. We will hear what their plans are for the coming year and present each of them with a gift on behalf of 
the Trinity family. Contact: Cami Twilling, ctwilling@trinityumc.org, (303) 839-1493x32.

Stock in Youth | April 29 | 4:30-6:30pm
Here is your chance to buy stock that is guaranteed to grow!  On Sunday, April 29  the youth will be calling to 
ask for your financial support and prayers. You can help make youth ministries and mission trips possible by 
buying “Stock in Youth.” All “stock holders” will receive a postcard in the fall from our mission trips letting them 
know how their “investments” are doing. The youth will also share their summer mission trip experiences during 
a Youth Sunday worship service in the fall. 

Youth Burrito Breakfast | May 20 | 9am-12:30pm
This will be your last chance this school year for the famous burritos made by the youth in Trinity Café! All 
funds raised help support the 2018 summer mission trips here in Denver, to La Puente in Alamosa, CO and to 
Guatemala. Come have breakfast with your Trinity friends and help make youth missions possible. Thank you 
for your support!

Celtic Prayer & Contemplation: SCC’s Quarterly Gathering  | May 20 | 7-9pm | Belong Church
You are invited to participate in Colorado’s SCC gathering to nurture your spiritual practice in community. Join 
us for an evening of chants, prayers, and reflecting together followed by a shared time of conversation and 
refreshments. This evening gathering will be led by Cami Twilling as well as the other members of the Colorado 
School for Celtic Consciousness (SCC) team. The event will be held at Belong Church, 1615 Ogden St., Denver.

Vacation Bible School - Register Today | June 25-29 
We are excited for this summer’s VBS adventure - Rolling Rapids VBS! Children and their leaders will navigate 
white water rapids with our friend, Romper the Otter. Each day will be fun-filled with music, Bible lessons, 
crafts, games, snacks and more. Visit the VBS web page, trinityumc.org/vbs, for all the details, and if you 
haven’t already, register online today! Contact: Allison Watkins, awatkins@trinityumc.org, (303) 839-1493x22

LOOKING AHEAD
• Canceled: Beloved Community Garden Party and Concert  |  April 29 

• Trinity Chancel Choir Visits Ireland | May 29-June 5

• Youth Guatemala Trip | June 1-10

• Senior High Youth La Puente Trip | June 18-23

• Vacation Bible School | June 25-29

• VBS Sunday & Rev. Ken Brown’s First Sunday | July 1

• Middle School Youth Denver Dive | July 10-12
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Church Office Hours
Monday–Thursday, 8:30am to 4:30pm 
Friday, 8:30am to 3pm

Phone: 303-839-1493
Fax: 303-839-1901
Email: info@trinityumc.org

TRINITY STAFF

Dr. Michael D. Dent
Senior Pastor
mdent@trinityumc.org

Rev. Lee Anderson-Harris
Minister of Care
landerson@trinityumc.org

Pastor Tom Henderson Owens
Pastor of Discipleship & Outreach
towens@trinityumc.org 

Judith Mitchell
Director of Music and Arts
jmitchell@trinityumc.org

Allison Watkins
Director of Children’s Ministry
awatkins@trinityumc.org

Gillian Ford
Director of Communications
gford@trinityumc.org

Laura Winberg
Director of Finance
lwinberg@trinityumc.org

Julie Gladney
Office Administrator
jgladney@trinityumc.org

Leticia Dyment
Wedding Coordinator
weddings@trinityumc.org

Kathy Ives
Music Assistant
massistants@trinityumc.org

Lou Semin
Music Assistant
massistants@trinityumc.org

Cami Twilling
Director of Youth Ministries and  
Contemplative Spirituality
ctwilling@trinityumc.org

Amanda Heeren
Youth Ministries Assistant
youthassistants@trinityumc.org

Rod Rodriguez
Building Operations Manager

Manuel De Leon
Building Operations

Francisco Acosta
Building Operations

CONTACT   \\
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