
POSITIVE PREROGATIVES
DEUTERONOMY 11:18-21         MAY 8,  2022 PERSONAL STUDY GUIDE

INTRODUCTION

1 Did your parents teach you about God 
and His Word when you were growing up? 
If so, how did they do it?

2 What are some of the ways you are 
actively teaching your faith to the next 
generation?

UNDERSTANDING  
> Read Mark 10:13-16.

People were bringing little children to Jesus for him 
to place his hands on them, but the disciples rebuked 
them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He 
said to them, “Let the little children come to me, 
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these. 15 Truly I tell you, anyone 
who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little 
child will never enter it.” 16 And he took the children 
in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed 
them.

10:13-14. The children in this incident could have 
been anywhere from infants to 12-year-olds. The 
disciples, who were tired and tense with the 
prospect of going to Jerusalem, were probably 
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trying to protect Jesus’ time. Note Jesus’ anger in this 
verse. The Greek verb aganakteo implies deep, strong 
feeling. Jesus’ service, and therefore the service of 
the disciples, was for such as these children (9:36). 
This is one more instance where the disciples failed 
to realize that there are no outcasts or unimportant 
people in the Kingdom.

10:15-16. Not only were the outcasts as important as 
others; Jesus also stated that everyone who desires 
the kingdom must be like these little children. Much 
has been written about how children act and what 
Jesus could have been referring to here. We could 
talk about a child’s total dependence and trust—two 
qualities needed for the Kingdom. But Jesus’ point 
was, how do children receive gifts? They receive 
joyfully and thankfully. They receive without believing 
they did anything to deserve the gift. This is a picture 
of how we come to the Father. We know we do not 
deserve the great gifts He has in store for us, but 
He loves us and desires to give us good things. The 
kingdom belongs to such as these. Therefore, not only 
should disciples receive little children (9:36-37); they 
are to have childlike qualities themselves. 

	• How did the disciples feel about all the parents 
bringing their children to Jesus? Why would 
they try to stop them?

	• What does this reveal about their understanding 
of Jesus’s ministry and teachings? 
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	• What is the primary difference between 
the way Jesus and the disciples saw the 
children?

	• How does this help us understand the 
responsibility God has given us to invest in 
our church’s kids ministry?

 

> Read Proverbs 22:6.

Start children off on the way they should go, and 
even when they are old they will not turn from it.

“Teach” is literally to “dedicate” something, such as 
a building—to have a celebration commemorating 
the first time it is put to its intended use (Dt 20:5; 
1Ki 8:63). Here, the youth is consecrated to a life 
of godly wisdom (4:11). “Youth” typically refers 
to pre-teen to late-teen years. The Hebrew words 
translated “about the way he should go” speak 
of orienting the initiation to fit the challenges of 
young people. Youth are known for foolishness 
and lack of discretion or sense (v. 15; 1:4; 7:7); left 
to themselves, they fall into disgrace (29:15,21). 
Thus, if a youth is initiated in a manner that is 
appropriate to his age (1:4; 23:13), it is likely to 
stick with him. However, this is not a promise, 
and it does not make the teacher responsible for 
the student (Ezek 18:20).
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	• Does this verse mean children in godly 
homes never leave the faith or make bad 
choices? If not, what does it mean?

	• Why is this an important verse to hang 
onto? How can it help you persevere as 
you invest in your own kids or kids at 
our church?

	• For you, right now, what is the most 
challenging part when you think about 
taking a more active role in teaching faith 
to your family or the kids at our church?

> Read Deuteronomy 11:18-24.

Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; 
tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them 
on your foreheads. 19  Teach them to your children, 
talking about them when you sit at home and when 
you walk along the road, when you lie down and 
when you get up. 20 Write them on the doorframes 
of your houses and on your gates, 21  so that your 
days and the days of your children may be many in 
the land the Lord swore to give your ancestors, as 
many as the days that the heavens are above the 
earth. 

22  If you carefully observe all these commands I 
am giving you to follow—to love the Lord your 
God, to walk in obedience to him and to hold fast 
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to him—23 then the Lord will drive out all these nations 
before you, and you will dispossess nations larger and 
stronger than you. 24  Every place where you set your 
foot will be yours: Your territory will extend from the 
desert to Lebanon, and from the Euphrates River to the 
Mediterranean Sea.

11:18. The third part of the present homily addresses 
Israel’s need to remember all these lessons and 
warnings and to teach them to future generations 
so that the Lord’s promises of blessing might find 
fulfillment in all the years to come (vv. 18–25). Once 
more this involves total commitment of heart and 
mind (or “soul,” nepeš, as in v. 13), but this time it is a 
resolve to remember (lit., “set these my words upon 
your heart and mind,” v. 18). By way of reminder the 
people were to attach the words of Moses to their 
hands and foreheads as symbols, a practice already 
enjoined upon them in a previous passage (cf. 6:8). 
Then, in words identical to those that immediately 
followed the pronouncement of the Shema (cf. 6:7–
9), Moses insisted that his words be taught to the 
children in such indelible ways that they would never 
be forgotten.

11:19–21. The exact repetition of words between 11:19–21 
and 6:7–9 is highly instructive, for the location 
of the latter passage in the context of the Shema 
underscores the significance of this confession as 
the very essence of covenant faith. Clearly, therefore, 
the words of Moses to which he referred in 11:18 
were most especially the Shema. Everything else 
he had said in between was but commentary on or 
elaboration of that central covenant principle. The 
repetition, moreover, provides support for the view 
that Deut 5–11 constitutes a unified bloc of material, 
the so-called general stipulations of the covenant 
text. The command to memorize and pass on to 
posterity its provisions precedes those specific 
terms and concludes them as well, thus framing 
everything from the Decalogue and Shema to the 
special stipulations of Deut 12–26.
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	• What does it mean for a commandment to 
be “in your heart”? What do we often think 
of as being “in our hearts” instead?

	• To what extent do our daily words, actions, 
and thoughts stem from what is stored 
up in our hearts? What significance does 
this place on the things we choose to 
hold there? What can be the negative or 
positive effects of recalling those things 
repeatedly?

	• Think of the Scripture passages or verses 
you can recite by memory. How have they 
helped you recall God’s promises and truth 
when you needed them most?

	• Read verse 19 again. What would it look 
like to impress God’s commandments on 
our children? How can we apply the same 
principles as we invest in the kids at our 
church? What are some programs that are 
already in place to help us do this?
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	• Consider the various times verses 19-21 
tell us to talk about the ways of God. What 
difference would this kind of commitment 
make in the lives of our children?

	• How can we use the natural curiosity of 
children as an opportunity to teach the 
gospel? How can we overcome any fears or 
hesitations we may feel in doing so?

	• What benefits are there to teaching 
children to memorize Scripture? How have 
you, your children, or children you know 
benefited from Scripture memory? 

 

> Read Psalm 78:5-7.

He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the 
law in Israel, which he commanded our ancestors to 
teach their children, 6 so the next generation would 
know them, even the children yet to be born, and 
they in turn would tell their children. 7  Then they 
would put their trust in God and would not forget 
his deeds but would keep his commands.

78:5. A testimony or decree relates what is 
required of the Lord’s people.
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78:6-7. Reciting Israel’s early history to future 
generations assures the perpetuation of the 
account. This would connect generations far 
removed from the original event to the promises 
and instructions governing Israel’s relationship 
to God.

	• From these verses, what was one of the 
primary intended effects of recounting 
Israel’s history with God?

	• In a given week, how often do you talk to 
your kids and/or grandkids about God? 
What is challenging for you about that?

	• What lessons from your personal 
experience with God do you hope your 
own children won’t forget? 

	• Have you shared your personal testimony 
with your children? Why or why not?
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APPLICATION

1 Given the brevity of each person’s 
childhood, what urgency should we feel to 
impress God’s character and goodness on 
the minds of children around us while they 
are are still in this stage?

2 If a child asked why you believe in God, 
how you love Him, or why the gospel 
exists, how would you respond? What 
would you want them to understand?

3 Given today’s teachings, what are some 
practical ways in which we can disciple 
the kids at FBC Madison, in our local 
communities, and beyond?

PRAY
Pray and thank God that He is the perfect Father. 
Pray that the parents in our church would embrace 
their responsibility to parent their children in a godly 
way. Also pray that the rest of us would take up our 
responsibility to invest in the kids ministry of our 
church and join in the other discipleship efforts we 
offer for children. Help us understand the important 
task God has given us to show the children among 
us the way to fulfilling life in Christ.
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