
PRAYING FOR REVIVAL
2 CHRONICLES 7:11-18           MAY 29,  2022 PERSONAL STUDY GUIDE

INTRODUCTION

1 Have you ever found yourself accidentally 
driving the wrong way on a one-way 
street? How did you get into that 
situation?

2 What made you realize you were going 
the wrong way? How did you correct the 
problem?

UNDERSTANDING  
> Read 2 Chronicles 7:11-18.

When Solomon had finished the temple of the Lord 
and the royal palace, and had succeeded in carrying 
out all he had in mind to do in the temple of the 
Lord and in his own palace, 12 the Lord appeared to 
him at night and said: 

“I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place 
for myself as a temple for sacrifices. 

13 “When I shut up the heavens so that there is no 
rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send 
a plague among my people, 14 if my people, who are 
called by my name, will humble themselves and pray 
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, 
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then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their 
sin and will heal their land. 15 Now my eyes will be 
open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered 
in this place. 16  I have chosen and consecrated this 
temple so that my Name may be there forever. My 
eyes and my heart will always be there. 

17  “As for you, if you walk before me faithfully as 
David your father did, and do all I command, and 
observe my decrees and laws, 18 I will establish your 
royal throne, as I covenanted with David your father 
when I said, ‘You shall never fail to have a successor 
to rule over Israel.’

Second Chronicles is tied to 1 Chronicles as they 
both narrate the history of Israel, particularly 
supplementing for stories not found in 1 and 2 
Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings. It was written around 
400 B.C. by a person with priestly or Levitical 
training. Tradition holds that Ezra is the author of 
1 and 2 Chronicles. It was written during Persian 
rule. At that time, many Jews were returning from 
exile in Persia and Babylon. Judah and Jerusalem 
were the last to go into exile at the hands of the 
Babylonians in 586 B.C. In 538 B.C., Babylon fell 
to Persia, and the Persians policy was to let exiles 
return to their original lands. Chronicles was 
composed as a way of teaching and reminding 
the people who returned from exile the history 
of the land and what God had done.

This section of 2 Chronicles 7 begins with 
an introductory comment in 11 and 12 and 
then moves into a declaration by God. God 
approached Solomon at night, some time after 
the completion of the temple and the completion 
of Solomon’s royal palace. Based on the events 
of 1 Kings the palace was completed around 13 
years after the temple was dedicated. The speech 
that God gave to Solomon (7:12b-22) set up the 
way that temple worship would function during 
the Divided Kingdom.
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Beginning in verse 12, God’s speech shows 
that He listened and is answering the prayer of 
Solomon in 2 Chronicles 6:14-42. His acceptance 
of Solomon’s prayer demonstrates the basis for 
Him hearing people’s prayers and answering them. 
The temple was raised up by God in a way that 
few other places ever were. He calls the temple 
both a house of prayer and a house of sacrifice. 
This shows that prayer and sacrifice worked 
together as the dual function of the temple. The 
Law required that worship consist of both prayer 
to God from the inward self and also of outward 
sacrifice for sins. Christians live in a different 
system because Christ offered Himself as the 
final and complete sin sacrifice (Heb. 10:12-22). 
The paragraph in 2 Chronicles 7:11-18 shows the 
essential message of both books of Chronicles 
as well as the essential teaching of the Old 
Testament. It calls people to approach God in 
prayer.

The principles of verse 14 can be seen 
throughout the kings that would follow Solomon. 
The call to humble themselves is evident in 
the stories of Rehoboam (2 Chron. 12:6-12), 
Hezekiah (2 Chron. 30:11; 32:26), and Manasseh 
(2 Chronicles 33:12-23). The call to pray is 
used throughout 2 Chronicles in reference 
to repentance (2 Chron. 11:16; 15:4;20:4). One 
of the key elements in this verse is that God 
hears prayers. It is an answer to the requests of 
Solomon in chapter 6, where he asks God several 
times to hear him (2 Chron. 6:19, 20, 21, 25). The 
combination of terms in verse 14 represents 
the aspects of heartfelt repentance, beginning 
with humbling one’s self, then moving to prayer, 
seeking, and turning. The forgiveness that God 
promises for those who repent and turn is not 
found anywhere else in 2 Chronicles outside of 
chapters 6 and 7. The healing of the land is tied 
to 2 Chronicles 30, which talks about how God 
“healed the people.” Healing throughout the Old 
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Testament is related to both physical healing 
and forgiveness. When referring to the Promised 
Land, it typically involves peace and security.

In verses 15 and 16, God outlined His mode of 
operation when people pray and repent (v. 14). 
He opens His eyes and ears to hear the prayers of 
His people. God said this particularly in light of 
the temple where the nation of Israel would go to 
offer sacrifice and become one with God again. 
For Christians, the temple has changed to Christ, 
and the sacrifice has changed to Christ’s death. 
However, the principle remains: when a believer 
approaches God in prayer and repentance 
because of the work of Christ, God listens and is 
open to his or her prayers.

In verses 17 and 18, God addressed Solomon 
specifically as the leader and king of God’s 
people. Solomon is called to follow the Law of 
Moses so that he could be a man to rule Israel. 
The encouragement to Solomon was to live and 
walk in the Law as his father David had done.

	• In this passage, what elements of the world 
does God use to emphasize His sovereignty 
and power? What does this teach us 
about God?

	• What earthly elements have you seen God 
use in communicating to Christians today?

	• If we want to see revival, why must we first 
recognize God’s power and control? 
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	• Read 2 Chronicles 6:36-39. What did 
Solomon ask of God in his prayer?

 

	• From 2 Chronicles 7, how did God respond 
to Solomon’s prayer?

	• In 2 Chronicles 6, Solomon acknowledged 
the sinfulness of the people and asked 
that God would extend forgiveness to 
them. What conditions did God say 
would be necessary for Him to forgive sin 
(2 Chronicles 7:14)?

	• Focusing on verse 14, who are “God’s 
people” in this passage? Who are God’s 
people today?

	• What does it mean for a people to be 
called by God’s name? What impact does 
such a calling have on a people? 
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	• What must be true about your identity if 
you are called by God’s name?

	• What does humility look like before God? 
What does it look like before others?

	• Why must we first humble ourselves by 
admitting our sins for God to forgive us?

	• Why is humility such a challenging trait 
to model? What does this tell us about 
ourselves?

	• What is the purpose of prayer in the life 
of the Christian? Why is prayer important 
for revival? 

	• Outside of prayer, where do we often turn 
to solve our problems? 
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	• The theological term for turning from 
sin is “repentance,” an act referenced 
more than 900 times in the Bible. What is 
repentance? How is it different than simply 
confessing sin?

	• What is the relationship between 
repentance and revival?

	• What were God’s promises for people who 
did what He asked? What does it mean that 
God would “hear” them?

	• Why is forgiveness important in this 
verse? Why is that promise important for 
us today?

	• How does our land need to be healed? How 
does revival among God’s people help heal 
the land?
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> Read Psalm 85:1-13.

You, Lord, showed favor to your land; you restored 
the fortunes of Jacob. 2 You forgave the iniquity of 
your people and covered all their sins. 3 You set aside 
all your wrath and turned from your fierce anger. 
4  Restore us again, God our Savior, and put away 
your displeasure toward us. 5 Will you be angry with 
us forever? Will you prolong your anger through all 
generations? 6 Will you not revive us again, that your 
people may rejoice in you? 7 Show us your unfailing 
love, Lord, and grant us your salvation. 8 I will listen 
to what God the Lord says; he promises peace to 
his people, his faithful servants—but let them not 
turn to folly. 9 Surely his salvation is near those who 
fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land. 10 Love 
and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and 
peace kiss each other. 11 Faithfulness springs forth 
from the earth, and righteousness looks down from 
heaven. 12  The Lord will indeed give what is good, 
and our land will yield its harvest. 13 Righteousness 
goes before him and prepares the way for his steps.

85:1. Looking back to the past, the psalmist 
reflected upon God’s mercies displayed in 
previous years. Such a remembering of God’s 
mighty working in the past breeds confidence in 
the present. Pointing to yesteryear, the psalmist 
reflected, You showed favor to your land, O Lord. 
This favor is probably a reference to Israel’s 
return to their promised land after their seventy-
year exile in Babylon. In their return to Judea, 
he testified, You restored the fortunes of Jacob 
(Jer. 29:14), a reference to the entire nation of 
Israel.

85:2. The psalmist wrote, You forgave the 
iniquity of your people, sins for which they had 
suffered greatly. By his mercy, God covered 
all their sins, graciously making an atonement 
for their sins. Their restoration was not only a 
physical relocating to their land but a spiritual 
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one, involving their relationship with God that 
had been greatly affected.

85:3. You set aside all your wrath, his righteous 
anger being appeased. By being propitiated, 
God turned from his fierce anger, a remarkable 
display of divine mercy and grace toward his 
disobedient people.

85:4. Having reviewed God’s past mercies (vv. 
1-3), the psalmist urged that this same divine 
mercy be granted to their present troubles (vv. 
4-7). Restore us again, O God our Savior is a 
humble request that God’s favor be once more 
extended in this present hour. Having restored 
them in the land in the past, the psalmist asked 
God to do it once more. The phrase put away 
your displeasure toward us indicated that their 
present crisis was because of their own sin.

85:5. The psalmist lamented, Will you be angry 
with us forever? This introduces three rhetorical 
questions, the expected answer being negative. 
Surely God will not be angry indefinitely, he 
reasoned. Will you prolong your anger through 
all generations? Surely God will turn back or 
relieve his anger soon.

85:6. Will you not revive us again, that your 
people may rejoice in you? This was a plea for the 
spiritual awakening of God’s people, a petition 
that God would restore their hearts with renewed 
devotion toward him. If God would revive them, 
they would rejoice again. But, conversely, there 
can be no true rejoicing without spiritual revival.

85:7. The psalmist concluded this stanza with 
one final request: Show us your unfailing love 
(hesed, covenant commitment), O Lord . He 
asked that God make known his loyal, unfailing 
love in faithful devotion to them, even in spite 
of themselves, based upon his permanent 
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covenant commitment to his people. Grant us 
your salvation out of our present problems and 
spiritual apathy, he asked.

85:8. The psalmist probably recorded the words 
of a priest or Levite here. Possibly, they are those 
of the psalmist himself. I will listen to what God 
the Lord will say . The speaker expected to hear 
a direct revelation from the Lord. God promises 
peace to his people, a peace that, initially, is 
a general benediction (Num. 6:22-26) and, 
ultimately, inds fulfillment in the future coming of 
the Messiah’s kingdom (Luke 2:14). This peace ( 
shalom) signified a wholeness or fullness of life, or 
abundant life as it is intended to be. But let them 
not return to folly, which is living independent 
of God, a sin which would only provoke God’s 
displeasure again.

85:9. Surely his salvation is near, close to 
delivering his people out of their ordeal. Such 
salvation is reserved for those who fear him, 
reverencing his name. Such a God-sent revival 
would cause his glory to dwell in our land. The 
deepest longing of the psalmist’s heart is the 
manifestation of God’s awesome presence. The 
restoration of his people would make known his 
supreme greatness and majesty to all.

85:10. When God inaugurates this new day, 
many divine attributes will be revealed. Love and 
faithfulness meet together. His unconditional, 
steadfast, loyal love (hesed) will work together 
with his faithfulness, his unfailing commitment to 
the truth of his Word. Also, righteousness and 
peace (shalom) kiss each other, a poetic way 
of describing their working together in perfect 
harmony. All four of these spiritual qualities are 
expressions of God’s abundant favor toward his 
people.
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85:11. Reiterating the second of these divine 
attributes, the psalmist stated, Faithfulness 
springs forth from the earth. The effect of his 
faithfulness was like new produce coming from 
the fields to bless them with a bountiful harvest. 
And righteousness looks down from heaven. The 
third divine attribute was pictured as if being 
extended down directly from God. Thus, from 
both heaven and earth, God’s blessing surrounds 
his people.

85:12. These four characteristics of God’s 
kingdom, expressed in verses 10-11, were pictured 
as coming in largest measure. In the promised 
land, they will enjoy an extreme, God-given 
prosperity, symbolized by a fruitful harvest. The 
Lord will indeed give what is good , namely, love, 
faithfulness, righteousness, and peace (vv. 11-12).

85:13. Righteousness, emphasized twice in the 
previous verses (vv. 10-11), goes before him, as 
if leading the way in this restoration and revival 
of God’s people. This divine attribute will be 
featured in the future establishment of Messiah’s 
kingdom (Isa. 11). Like a forerunner before him, 
righteousness is seen preparing the way for his 
steps. Wherever God’s presence is manifested in 
the restoration of his people, righteousness will 
be clearly seen in the lives of God’s people.

	• How did the psalmist show a longing for 
revival of God’s people in these verses?

	• What indication is there in the questions 
the psalmist asked that he was expectant 
of God’s future favor? 
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	• Why is it significant that the psalmist made 
his appeal based on the character of God 
and not the merit of the people? Why must 
we follow this example?

	• What was the psalmist’s expectation of 
God’s future action? How do these verses 
describe the kingdom of God? 

	• How did Jesus fulfill these hopes in His 
coming? How will we experience this fully 
at His second coming?
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APPLICATION

1 What things in your life keep you from 
seeking revival? How do the things of the 
world tempt you to be complacent in your 
relationship with God?

2 What clues do you see in your own life 
that it’s time for spiritual revival? What 
might be the result of such revival in your 
life and in the lives of those around you?

3 What disciplines and practices do you 
need to implement in your life to be like 
the people spoken of in 2 Chronicles 7:14 
and Psalm 85?

PRAY
Close in prayer, asking God to spark a revival in your 
life and community. Pray that God would move in 
our church and that we would be humble and seek 
Him in prayer. Pray that we would be known as a 
people of humility, prayer, and repentance and that 
God would be glorified in us and bring His kingdom 
to earth as a result.
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