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When people think of Canton, most often they think of the biannual flea market 

or the beautiful lights at Christmas.  They might consider the quaint shopping on the 

square, the Hot Air Balloon Fest, or the fact that the town has been used as a setting for 

several movies. Apart from the festivities, Canton is a diverse community with people 

from many different backgrounds and cultures.  While these cultures sometimes 

intersect, they often remain separate from each other. 

The Canton Connect Center opened August 2021 with the purpose of 

establishing a missional point in the community. Like an electrical circuit connecting 

many different things, the center serves as the main circuit for two branches of ministry: 

Homework Connection and ESL Connection. 

 At the Homework Connection, about twenty children came Tuesday, 

Wednesday, and Thursday afternoons for help with homework and in needed areas of 

reading, writing, and arithmetic. Cathy Sims, the tutoring coordinator, shared that 

progress and growth came in various ways. She said, “One little girl came unable to 

read, but now reads simple books on her own.” At the end of the year, the students 

created a booklet about the center. They said, “I like coming to the Connect Center. 

It’s a fun place, and the teachers really try to find ways to help you with what you 

need.” “We learn about God.” “The teachers are happy!” Many students have already 

preregistered for next year. 

During the summer, we will offer a number of special opportunities for the 

children from Homework Connection. They will be able to come for Connect Tuesdays, 

where they will enjoy a day of learning centered on a special theme. They will also 

have the opportunity to attend VBS at FBC Madison.  

On Tuesday evenings and Wednesday mornings, adult students from different 

Hispanic countries gathered for English language lessons. During the ESL Connection not 

only did the students practice English, they also gained information about American 

and Southern culture. We were excited to see them start speaking English and have 

developed new friendships. Those that came expressed how grateful they were for the 

Connect Center helping them. 

Having established a visible presence in Canton, we hope to continue building 

relationships with those we have served. We also seek to connect those with different 

needs to other area ministries. As we are connected to Christ, we pray to bring the true 

light of Christ into the lives of those who come to the Connect Center.   

Please consider how you, your missions group, or your Bible Fellowship group can 

support the ministry through giving and serving. For more information, visit our website at 

www.cantonconnectcenter.org, call us at 601-667-3476, or email us at 

info@cantonconnectcenter.org.  
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