Zraz 22 PPASTOR

Hello!

Would you like some “February Fun™? Ok, then —
perhaps you are aware of some of the Christian
traditions that we have that we believe come from the
Bible but as we look for scripture to support them — it
is nowhere to be found. One of the more popular
traditions is the 3 Kings of the Christmas Story. As
you may be aware that as we go through the
scriptures — we see that they were Magi (wisemen)
and not Kings and that there were 3 gifts mentioned —
not 3 people.

Another popular tradition in the New Testament is
Saul’s name being “changed” to “Paul”. The change
is usually connected to Saul’s conversion on the
Damascus Road. Acts 9:3-6 As he neared Damascus
on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed
around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice
say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”
“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked “I am Jesus,
whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up
and go into the city, and you will be told what you
must do.”

Interestingly — at the time of Saul’s conversion —
Jesus still addressed him as “Saul.” And later, Jesus
told Ananias to find “Saul” in Damascus and restore
his sight. Acts 9 goes on to describe “Saul” as
increasing in spiritual strength and understanding of
Jesus as the Messiah. So, it was not Jesus who
changed his name on the road to Damascus. If it was
not Jesus’ doing then how did the change from “Saul”
to “Paul” happen and when? That’s a great question —
with a decent answer. You can agree with the
following — or disagree of course! The following is
“scholarly speculation”. With everything we do — I
invite us to discuss it! Let’s talk! Let’s listen to each
other as we respect each other!
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One speculative answer is that Saul’s name was also
Paul — the custom of dual names was common in
those days. Acts 13:9 describes the apostle as “Saul,
who was also called Paul.” From that Bible verse on
(Acts 13 — 13 chapters into the Book of Acts — very
much after his Damascus experience) — “Saul” is
always referred to in scripture as “Paul.”

Paul was a Jew, born in the Roman city of Tarsus. He
was proud of his Jewish heritage, as he describes in
Philippians 3:5 “Circumcised on the eighth day, of the
race of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of
Hebrew parentage, in observance of the law a
Pharisee.” So zealous and devout was he that
persecuting Christians was the natural way for him to
show his devotion! He chose to use his Hebrew
name, “Saul” — until sometime after he began to
believe in and preach about Jesus Christ. After that
time — as “the apostle to the Gentiles” (Romans
11:13) — he used his Roman name, “Paul”. It would
make sense for “Paul” to use his Roman name as he
traveled farther and farther into the Gentile world.

It is also interesting that “Paul” began using his
Roman name on Cyprus when the Roman proconsul
on that island was converted (Acts 13:12). This was
during Paul’s first missionary journey and involved a
high-ranking, idolatrous Gentile coming to faith in
Jesus Christ. The fact that the proconsul’s name was
Sergius Paulus has led some to think that Saul took
the name Paulus/Paul as a reminder of this event — but
the apostle’s name being the same as the proconsul’s
is most likely a coincidence because “Paulus/Paul”
was a common popular name. What do you think?

Using his Roman name “Paul” would make sense for
the guy who proclaimed that he would become “all
things to all people” — a Jew to the Jews in order to
win the Jews, weak to the weak in order to win the
weak, etc. — all for the sake of the gospel (1
Corinthians 9:19-23). .. (Continued on next page)



(Pastor s page continued from front page) .....

Using his Roman name would allow “Paul” to
approach the Gentiles to whom he was sent and speak
to them in their own language — becoming as one of
them and building a bridge to Jesus.

It is also possible that Paul gave up the use of his
Hebrew name, Saul, with its “regal” implications. In
Hebrew, the name Saul means "asked for"
reflecting on the first King of Israel in the Old
Testament — that the people "asked for" a human king
instead of God who was their king. So, it is possible
that he then chose to use his Roman name, “Paul”,
meaning “little” or “small” — because he desired to
became “smaller” and humble in order to present
Jesus as God.

Unlike the changing of Simon’s name to Peter
(Matthew 16:18-19) — which Jesus did for a specific
purpose — there is no reference in the Bible to Jesus
changing Saul’s name to “Paul”. So again, what do
you think? Was that some “February Fun™? Well,
how about this — how many months have 28 days?
All of them! You say you want more? If you greet a
couple on Valentine’s Day with “Happy Valentine’s
Day” then how should you greet a single person on
February 14? Happy Independence Day! (You don’t
have to keep reading — but if you do ...) When does
“Easter” come before “Valentine's Day”™? When you
are looking in a dictionary! Okay, the last one for
now: Do you know why skunks don’t skip Valentine’s
Day? The “pun answer” is because they are “scent-
imental” but the biological answer could be that
skunks don't "skip" - they can hop and jump short
distances but they don't "skip". Now we are having a
Fun February!

May you have a February full of Christ’s love,
Pastor Ed
(215-272-6099 / pastoredvanarsdale@gmail.com)
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Will You Invite Someone To Church To
Learn About GOD’S LOVE?

-----

-------

Make Someone Smile — Call A Friend,
A Neighbor Or A Family Member Today!

--------
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DID YOU KNOW?

Sunday School for children meets each Sunday from
9:00-9:45a.m. in the Education Wing.

Sunday School for adults meets each Sunday from
9:00-9:45a.m. in the Chapel.

Tabor offers an in-person worship service
each Sunday morning at 10:00a.m.

Tabor continues to live stream the worship service
each Sunday morning at 10:00a.m. on
Tabor United Methodist Church Facebook.

A Family Fellowship Time with snacks and beverages is
offered in Weller Hall following worship until
noon each Sunday.

Tabor Worship Services are available online anytime at
www.facebook.com/TaborUMC/
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UPDATE FOR
DISCIPLES OF HOPE (DOH)
Mondays, 11AM - 12:30PM
Currently on “PAUSE”

We are doing a video tour of Isreal with our awesome
tour guide Ray Vander Laan. Ray is amazing in
showing the ancient sights where Jesus walked and
taught. And then Ray always wonderfully gives a
modern life lesson to his tour sight.

Presently many of our “regular” participants are
traveling and also dealing with some medical issues
so we are presently on “pause” — so we are not
meeting now — but we will soon _be meeting up
again and studying the Bible. Please watch for an
announcement for when we are resuming our Bible
Study! Please join us then as we all have an excellent
time!




From the Deacon’s Desk...

He Knows My Name

There is an old Praise Song entitled “He
Knows My Name” which I came to know after
attending a weekend event. It is very simple and
the words are few. This is what it says: “I have a
Maker. He formed my heart. Before even time
began, My life was in his hands. I have a Father.
He calls me His own. He'll never leave me. No
matter where I go. He knows my name. He knows
my every thought. He sees each tear that falls, And
He hears me when I call.”

I was wondering, do you have a hard time
believing that God knows Your name, and He
knows Your every thought? Doesn’t this make it
sound like He knows us intimately. Isn’t this
definitely an expression of God’s love for us if He
knows our name?

To confirm that the words of this song are
not just words, it is backed with Scripture. In
Exodus 33:12-13, Moses says “You have said, ‘I
know you by name and you have found favor with
me. If you are pleased with me, teach me your
ways so | may know you and continue to find favor
with you.””

So, the big question is, If He knows You
intimately, shouldn’t we know Him just as
intimately? It is in this Scripture that Moses is
worried. He has been asked by God to lead the
people but he is concerned that God will not go with
him and hasn’t provided someone to go with him.
He asks this of God even though he has seen God
do some amazing things. But yet, Moses challenges
God and says in verse 15 “If your presence does not
go with us, do not send us up from here.” Moses is
concerned that people will not know that God is
pleased with Moses unless God goes with him.
Don’t you think it almost sounds like Moses is
hesitant to finish the job without God? He is not
trusting in God’s power, mercy and reputation but is
insisting that God reveal Himself by going with
him. It is almost like he has lost his confidence in
God.

Don’t we get like this sometimes when we
feel like we have failed God? We have gone off
God’s path, we missed the boat, we fell from grace.

Then we hear from God and He has asked us to do
something in ministry for Him. Our confidence is
gone and we need a sign that God is really speaking
to us and will give us what we need to fulfill His
plan. In verse 14 of Exodus, God says to Moses
“My presence will go with you, and I will give you
rest.” I believe that if He knows our name, He will
also know when we need His help and if we need
rest after we are done. I have been of the opinion
that if He says and does for one in Scripture, He
will continue on and do it for us as well.
Remember, He knows us intimately and also knows
exactly what we need.

When Jesus was baptized in the Jordan
River, He needed a gospel word from the Father. I
believe it is the same word God speaks to all of us
who follow Jesus. God said to Jesus and says to us
“(Put your name), you are my son/daughter. You
are my beloved. I am pleased with you.” These
words need to be repeated over and over and over
again to ourselves until we finally dare to believe
them. This is the core of our identify. God is
pleased with us and there is nothing that you can do
about it. We didn’t earn it, and we can’t un-earn it.
It is God’s gift of amazing grace. Just because the
world comes against this statement, doesn’t mean
we have to accept what the world is telling us. God
wants a relationship with us so He can remind us of
this promise: We are His son/daughter because He
loves us. We are His beloved and with us, He is
well pleased. But also remember: “AND I KNOW
YOU BY NAME”. Won’t you write this on your
heart and continue to repeat it until you believe it
and are convinced it is true?

One of my favorite Christmas movies is
“Muppet Christmas Carol”. There is a line from the
ghost of Christmas past that popped into my head
while I was beginning this article. I want to share it
with you. He says “Come In! Come In! And know
me better man.” Maybe God is issuing this
invitation to you. Well, you can respond by
attending our Spiritual Renewal Weekend
beginning Friday night, February 6 beginning with
dinner, and ending Saturday night, February 7.
There will be child care for parents who would like
to come and be focused on the times of Worship
and the speakers. The first thing it takes is to be
intentional about spending time with Him whether
in Scripture, prayer, times of Worship or taking
time out of your schedule to be focused on Him.
Will you make that time as we enter into this New
Year? Maryanne Ditter

Minister of Spiritual Formation



SENIOR LUNCHEON
Wednesday, February 18, 2026

JOIN US
FOR OUR NEXT
SENIOR LUNCHEON

Our February Senior Luncheon will be held
on Wednesday, February 18. We will begin our
luncheon at noon. The Church will be providing a
meal of Italian food. Just check out the sign-up
sheet found outside of the Sanctuary for suggestions
if you are willing to add to our meal.

As we enter into the winter months, if you
are unsure whether it will be held when weather is
unpredictable, please call the Church office at 215-
234-4852 or my cell 215-962-2769.

Maryanne Ditter
Minister of Spiritual Formation

APPLEBEES
COUPONS AVAILABLE
FOR SALE

Remember when we used to sell WAWA
coupons? Now we have an opportunity to sell
Applebee’s coupons. The cost of the coupon is $10.
According to on-line, Applebee’s burgers and fries
run from $13 to $20. The only condition is that you
have to eat in. It cannot be take out. The coupon
includes any burger on the menu and fries. The
coupons will be kept in the office. So if you are
interested in purchasing any, call the office to make
arrangements (215-234-4852). 1 will try to have
some available each Sunday for anyone interested.

Maryanne Ditter

SAVE THE DATE
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL WEEKEND

February 6 & 7, 2026

Come and join us for a free weekend event
guaranteed to bless you. Our Spiritual Renewal
Weekend will begin on Friday, February 6 at 5:30
PM for dinner. If you can’t make it for dinner,
there will be a time of Worship and teaching at 7:00
PM. It will then run all day on Saturday with lunch
and dinner provided as well. Childcare will also be
provided.

Our guest Worship leader and teacher will
be Jonathan Dow. I have been to many weekend
events with Jonathan leading Worship and teaching
and have been blessed every time. Others in the
congregation have also experienced his leading.

Taking time out of your busy schedules to
be focused on spending intentional time with God is
such a blessing. Talk to some of those who have
been at the Church awhile and ask them about their
experience at a Spiritual Renewal Weekend at
Tabor. I am sure they will confirm how they were
blessed.

Maryanne Ditter
Minister of Spiritual Formation

MARRIAGE DATE NIGHT
Friday, February 20, 2026

Interested in a night of comedy and music?
Then, this is for you. This event is being held at
Calvary Church in Souderton, PA.  General
admission is $49 if bought ahead of time or $79 for
VIP admission. VIP admission includes reserved
seats in front area, a question and answer session
with the line up, and a gift for “her”. The ticket is
for 2 people. General admission entrance is at 6:30
PM and VIP admission is at 6:00 PM. The event
itself begins at 7:00 PM. You can buy general
admission tickets at the door for a cost of $55.
Tickets can be purchased at
www.marriagedatenight.com.

Some people from Church went last year
and said it was very good.




AT OUR SPIRITUAL RENEWAL WEEKEND
HEARING ABOUT THE FATHER’S LOVE

February 6-7, 2026

Friday Begins with Dinner at 5:30 PM;
7:00 PM Time of Praise & Worship and Teaching
Saturday: 10:00 AM Praise & Worship and Teaching
Saturday Lunch: 12:30 PM
Saturday Worship & Teaching 2:00 — 5:45 PM
Saturday Dinner: 6:00 PM
7:00 PM Time of Praise & Worship and Teaching



UPCOMING 2026 DATES

......... Pray “The Lord’s Prayer” at Noon & Be Blessed!
veerenenne o Wednesday “Prayer Meetings” / 5:30-6:30PM
February 1.....Communion Sunday
February 6.....Spiritual Weekend Begins @ Tabor
5:30PM-Dinner;
7PM-Time of Praise & Worship and
Teaching
February 7.....Spiritual Weekend Continues @ Tabor
10AM-Praise & Worship and Teaching;
12:30PM-Lunch;
2-5:45PM-Worship and Teaching;
6PM-Dinner;
7PM-Time of Praise & Worship and
Teaching
February 10...March 2026 Tabor Herald Info Due
February 12....Circle of Hope Meet @ 6PM. We will
Meet @ Laura’s 2 Pizza located at 20 Ridge
Road (Tylersport), Telford, PA, 18969.
Join us for Devotions, Food & Friends.
February 15...The Chosen Dinner & Show Begins
5:30PM-"Potluck” Dinner;
6:15PM-The Chosen Season 5 Episode
February 18....Senior Luncheon @ Noon
February 18...Ash Wednesday Service/ 7PM/ Chapel
February 20...Marriage Date Night @ Calvary
Church, Souderton, PA/See Info in Newsletter
February 22...The Chosen Dinner & Show
5:30PM-"Potluck” Dinner;
6:15PM-The Chosen Season 5 Episode
March 1........The Chosen Dinner & Show Thru March
5:30PM-"Potluck™ Dinner;
6:15PM-The Chosen Season 5 Episode
March 5........ Red Cross Blood Drive @ Tabor/2-7PM
March 7........ Circle of Hope / 10AM-12PM /
Volunteering @ Worthwhile Thrift in
Collegeville, 305 2" Ave., Suite 201,
Coliegeville, PA, 19426.
March 8........ Daylight Saving Time Begins
March 15...... UMCOR Sunday
March 29.......Palm Sunday

April 2.......... Holy Thursday
April 3.......... Good Friday
April 5.......... Easter Sunday

April 13, 14, 15...... Meat Canning Project @ MCC
Material Resource Centet/6AM-7PM

April 18........ Circle of Hope Meet / 10AM @ Tabor.
We will be Assembling & Delivering

Snack Boxes to Local First Responders.

May 16......Circle of Hope Host Flea Market @ Tabor
May 19-21.....Eastern PA Annual Conference @ the

Wildwood Convention Center, Wildwood, NJ

JOIN US AS WE BEGIN LENT

~THE CHOSEN ~
Dinner, A Show and Discussion
Begins February 15 at 5:30P.M.

The Chosen, Dinner And A Show! Starting Sunday,
February 15 and continuing every Sunday night - we
will be coming together at 5:30p.m. for a community
“potluck” dinner in Weller Hall then watching an
episode of "The Chosen" (Season 5) at 6:15p.m. A
favorite part for many is our discussion of the show
afterwards. Each Sunday episode stands on its own
so please join us on any Sunday evening even if you
have missed the episodes before.

If you can - please bring some food to share - or if
you can't bring something - no worries - there's
always plenty - but most importantly - bring yourself!
Please don't miss these life changing episodes - come
and share yourself with us - that is what is most
precious! This has been a blessing to many and we
would like to encourage you to attend as we get
ourselves prepared for Easter!

* * * * * * *

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
February 18 at 7P.M.

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent and is
always 46 days before Easter Sunday. Lent is a 40-
day season (not counting Sundays) marked by
repentance, fasting, reflection, and ultimately
celebration. The 40-day period represents Jesus
Christ’s time of temptation in the wilderness where
He fasted and when Satan tempted Him. Please join
us for our Ash Wednesday Service on February 18 at
7p.m. in the Chapel.

& E] * * * ® *

Sign up TODAY to donate blood
www.redcrossblood.org
or 1-800-REDCROSS
on Thursday, March 5, 2026
2:00-7:00P.M. at Tabor Church!

* * * * ¥ % *

AVAILABLE FOR YQU
“Our Daily Bread” Devotional

The free March/April/May 2026 edition of “Qur Daily
Bread” devotional is available to pick up at church on
a Sunday or by contacting the church office at 215-
234-4852. We can also mail it to you.
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FEBRUARY “BIRTHDAYS”
& “ANNIVERSARIES”

Happy Birthday to You!!!

2/01 Rick Schmid
2/03  Vicki Young

2/03  Missy Frick

2/04  Justin Stillabower
2/04 Andrew Toombs
2/05 Amy Payne

2/05 Mitchell Henry
2/08 Samson Brown
2/09  John Kanavel
2/10  Jim Stackhouse
2/10  Nicole Henry
2/12  Nancy Henry
2/13  Glona Schadler
2/13  Lisa Toombs

2/14  Evan Greenawalt
2/14 Al Sniezevage
2/18 Jacob Stachle
2/19  Jacob Rittenhouse
2/22  Rebecca Ditter
2/22  Sarah Mininger
2/23  Sandra Todorow
2/25 Justin Wertz

2/26  Jessica Greenawalt
2/27 Bette Martin_

~ If we missed your birthday please let us know ~

Happy Anniversary to You!!!

~ If we missed your anniversary please let us know ~

* * *® * * * *
Sunday School: It’s Truly for Life!
% * * *® £ * *
TABOR LIBRARY NEWS
New Books on CD

Charles Swindoll is known for his Bible teaching
ministry. Thanks to a donation by one of our
members, there are 3 sets of Swindoll’s teachings that
we have on CD.

These are on the cart in Weller Hall.
¢ “Paul: A Man of Grace and Grit.”
* “Insight on Romans Vol. 1.”
* “Insight on Romans Vol. 2.”

SYMPATHY EXTENDED

The Tabor Church Family wishes to extend their
heartfelt sympathy to the Family & Friends of Sunny
Dhoble who recently passed away unexpectedly. We
especially think of Lori, Eloise & Shauna as they
have lost their husband, son and brother. Sunny will
be greatly missed by his loved ones.

The Tabor Church Family also wishes to extend their
heartfelt sympathy to the Family & Friends of Esther
Way who recently passed away and will be greatly
missed by her loved ones.

Our prayers continue to be with each of you as you
walk through these days without your Loved One.
Please know that you will continue to be in our
prayers. May you and your family always find
strength and hope in His abiding love. Know that
you are in His care and He is always watching over
you. He hath said, "I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee."  -- Hebrews 13:5

* * * * * * *

THANK YOU NOTES RECEIVED

Thank you Tabor Congregation,

Thank you all so much for the very generous
Christmas basket of food, ham and goodies. It was
excellent and enabled my family to enjoy our

Christmas! Gratefully yours,
A Holiday Food Basket & Food Pantry Recipient
* * * * E 3
On Behalf of Esther Way.

Thank you Tabor United Methodist Church for
keeping Mom as part of your flock. Mom and I both
read and enjoyed your Tabor Herald.

Thank you Rev. Ditter for being a part of the service
for Mom’s final resting. Your kindness is appreciated.
Pat McFarland, Esther’s Daughter

* * * * * ¥ *

PLEASE CONTINUE TO SAVE & TURN IN
INK AND TONER CARTRIDGES

&
REDNER’S SAVE-A-TAPES.
# * * * * * *



NI 2026 Calendar
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#0?? » February 12 (Thursday) 6:00pm at Laura’s 2 Pizza
- W 20 Ridge Road (Tylersport), Telford, PA 18969.
A% Devotion, Food and Friends. (Bessie Leading)

44 B
¥ P
v s

March 7 (Saturday) 10:00am-12:00pm Volunteering at Worthwhile Thrift
Collegeville, 305 2nd Avenue, Suite 201, Collegeville, PA 19426.
(Diane C. Leading)

April 18 (Saturday) 10:00am at Tabor. Assembling and Delivering Snack Boxes
for Local First Responders. (Bessie Leading)

May 16 (Saturday) Time To Be Announced. Flea Market. Stay Tuned for
Updates. (Karen and Cathy S. Leading)

June 2 (Tuesday) 10:00am (Rain Date Tuesday, June 16) Prayer Walk at
Green Lane Park, Meeting by Stone Pavilion, 2115 Snyder Road,
Green Lane, PA 18054. (Bessie Leading)

July 7 (Tuesday) 7:00pm Ice Cream and Devotions. Diane Campman is Hosting
340 Old Morris Road, Harleysville, PA 19438. (Diane C. Leading)

August 4 (Tuesday) 10am (Rain Date Tuesday, August 18) “Beach” Trip to
Mauch Chunk Park. Meet at Tabor. (Bessie Leading)

September Feed My Starving Children. Date and Time To Be Determined.
(Cathy S. Leading)

October 3 (Saturday) 10:00am-12:00pm Volunteering at Worthwhile Thrift
Collegeville, 305 2nd Avenue, Suite 201, Collegeville, PA 19426.
(Diane C. Leading)

November 7 (Saturday) Time To Be Announced. At Tabor. Christmas Card
Making with Lunch.

December 5 (Saturday) Time and Details To Be Announced. At Tabor.
Devotion, Christmas Craft and Lunch. (Karen and Cathy S. Leading)



+ American
,\__/ Red Cross

The need is constant.
The gratification is instant.
Give blood.™

redcrossblood.org | 1-800-RED CROSS -

June Russell Memorial Blood Drive

Tabor United Methodist Church

2209 Hendricks Station Road, Woxall, PA 18979

Thursday, March 5, 2026
2:00-7:00 P.M.

Please visit www.redcrossblood.org or
call 1800-REDCROSS to schedule your

appointment today.

€ 2010 The Amanican Navoral Red Cross, Mid-Amaerica #0215 Oct 2010
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DATED MATERIAL -- DO NOT DELAY

PLEASE NOTE

Hi! We are touching base with you in regards to receiving our
monthly Tabor Herald. Are you receiving a paper copy and
would like to continue receiving the paper copy or would you
prefer receiving the Tabor Herald in electronic format to your
email address? Maybe you are already receiving it
electronically, do you want to continue receiving it in that
format? If you could let us know your preference for receiving
the Tabor Herald we would appreciate it. Please let us know by
email response to adminassistant@taborumc.org or by a phone
call to 215-234-4852. You can also let us know if you would like
to be removed from our Tabor Herald mailing list. If you have
already contacted us thank you for your response.

For Tabor updates, please continue to check on the Tabor United
Methodist Church face book page, our website @ taborumc.org
or contact the church office @ 215-234-4852.




