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5 October 2022 

Dear Members and Friends of Plymouth Presbyterian Church, 

Our annual stewardship campaign has begun and will conclude with Celebration Sunday on 

November 6. This is a time to reflect in gratitude for what we experienced this year, for what we 

accomplished, and for what we continue to achieve as a community of faith at Plymouth 

Presbyterian Church (PPC). 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new 

every morning; great is your faithfulness” – Lamentations 3: 22-23 

As a congregation and as individuals, we are emerging from the constraints, fears, and shadows 

of the Covid pandemic. We can meet and sing together in healthier surroundings. With the 

completion of our land sale to a commercial property developer, we were able to pay off our 

mortgages and have remaining proceeds to support future mission initiatives, congregational 

growth, and outreach. We celebrate in gratitude for these things. This summer our congregation 

began the strategic planning process by participating in several brainstorming sessions to 

identify and clarify future direction. There is more work to be done when we have a Transitional 

(Interim) Pastor. 

Inspired by love for one another and our community, we have given generously of our time, 

talents, and offerings. In 2021 we overcame an operating budget deficit, and our congregation 

and friends are to be commended for their generous giving to accomplish this. We also thank 

those who worked to enable the technology for remote access to Sunday services and committee 

meetings and those who worked diligently over the past few years to negotiate and complete the 

land sale. 

Each year pledged and unpledged giving to the General Fund support our annual operating 

budget. Receiving pledges during the campaign is especially important to establish next year’s 

budget. The budget provides for staff salaries and building expenses including utilities and 

upkeep. The Building and Grounds Committee and the Ministries of Session, which include 

Christian Formation, Mission, Worship & Music, Fellowship & Membership, and 

Administration, are also budgeted annually. In years such as 2021 and 2022 where deficits were 

projected, budgets were of necessity at a bare-bones minimum. Some prior years with more 

severe deficits required use of capital reserves. Of course, our objective is to be self-sustaining 

year-to-year and not rely on reserves. Since we wish to grow in spirit as well as in size and 

pursue our mission as a congregation, we will want to be more proactive and give outwardly to 

the community and the world going forward. 
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Overall, the financial resources of PPC are much stronger now that the land sale is completed. In 

the multi-year prospective this can help PPC to support outreach, mission initiatives and other 

church congregational development and growth. In the prospective for the 2023 annual budget, 

however, we need to balance our spending with our pledged giving. We cannot use the excess 

sales proceeds to balance our operating budget/General Fund. No longer having to make 

mortgage payments certainly helps; however, in recent years we have had very tight budgets for 

the Ministries of Session and have made rather small provisions for maintenance. Session will 

have to assess what annual reserves will be needed to adequately maintain our building. 

As we prayerfully consider pledging for next year, may our pledges reflect our gratitude not 

only for the efforts and contributions in recent years, but the initial steps taken to build and grow 

our church. Our congregation is now in a time of pastoral transition. It is a time to recommit 

ourselves to the success of Plymouth Presbyterian Church. It is also a time for us to reach out 

and welcome new visitors and members. 

Pledging can be done by completing the enclosed Pledge Card or by contacting our Financial 

Secretary, Mike Hawley, directly by email (finsec@plymouthpc.org ) or by phone (612-760-

8066). In all cases, individual pledging information is confidential to the Financial Secretary. 

Please prayerfully consider and submit your pledge on or before Celebration Sunday, November 

6, to allow Session to develop the 2023 budget. On that Sunday we will bring forward our 

pledge cards unless we have already mailed them in or have directly contacted the Financial 

Secretary to record our pledges. Contributions can be made on-line or by check. 

As we financially pledge, reconsider what this means in all that we do. Take time to think of 

how you serve God with your time and talents, and how you live every day. 

· Growing in our faith 

· Using wisely what God has given us 

· Sharing our faith in Jesus Christ 

Consider God’s gifts of faithfulness and mercy to us. May we honor and appreciate all of this, 

not only by contributing our money, but by serving God in the world as well as in our church 

family. We, members of the Board of Elders, meeting as Session, ask you to join us in pledging 

generously and contributing your time and talents to our church for the coming year. 

Yours in Christ, 

Jim Latimer (Chair of the Administration Ministry of Session) 

Craig Anderson  Melody Baker  Penny Blankenship  Gordon Dosher 

Belinda Hollman  Tim Huenemann  Jan Lillemo   Janet Menary 

 


