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4th Sunday of Easter                May 8, 2022 
 

~Gathering the Family of God~ 
 
Prelude 
 
Choral Introit  Come, All You People           Temple Choir 
 
Welcome 
 
Call to Worship from Psalm 100 
One: Cry out to the Lord, all the earth 
All: Worship the Lord with gladness.  Come into God’s presence with  
 singing! 
One: Know this: the Lord alone is God. 
All: We belong to the Lord, who made us; we are God’s people and the  
 sheep of God’s pasture. 
One: Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving; go into the holy courts with praise. 
All: Give thanks and call upon the name of the Lord. 
 
Gathering Hymn  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  #475 
(All are invited to stand in body or spirit) 
V.1. Come, thou fount of every blessing; tune my heart to sing thy grace;  
 streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. Teach  
 me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above; praise the  
 mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of God’s unchanging love! 
V.2. Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy help I’m come; and I hope, by thy  
 good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. Jesus sought me when a  
 stranger, wandering from the fold of God; he, to rescue me from danger,  
 interposed his precious blood. 
V.3. O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be! Let that grace  
 now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee. Prone to wander,  
 Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; here’s my heart’ O take and  
 seal it; seal it for thy courts above! 
 
Call to Reconciliation          Bill Alessio 
One: Let us confess our sins to our God who is gracious and mighty to save. 
All: Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in  
 thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we  
 have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart and  
 soul and mind and strength. 
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 We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy,  
 forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct  
 what we shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in  
 your ways, to the glory of your holy name  
 
A Moment For Contemplation 
(This single minute of quiet is offered to encourage you to share your personal 
thoughts with God as well as listen to God through the presence of the Holy 
Spirit.) 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness        Bill Alessio 
One: Jesus Christ, our good shepherd, has laid down his life for us! 
All: Nothing in all of creation can separate us from the love of God that  
 is in Christ Jesus our Lord! 
 
Response of Praise  We Are Forgiven    #447 
(All are invited to stand in body or spirit)  
 We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.  
 We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 
 .[Repeat] 
 
Passing of the Peace         Bill Alessio 
One: Having received such an amazing gift of grace and peace, let us share it  
 with each other.  May the peace of our Savior Jesus Christ be with you all 
All: And also with you 
One: Amen. Let us greet each other with Easter joy. 
 
Anthem   Grace Us, O Lord           Temple Choir 
 
Children’s Blessing  
One: As our children head off to Sunday School, we send them off with this  
 blessing: 
All: May God be with you there. 
Children: May God be with you here. 
 

~Hearing God’s Word~ 
 
Prayer for Understanding God’s Word       Bill Alessio 
One: Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on this congregation gathered to hear  
 your word. May we hear your voice and respond in faith. Amen. 
 



4 

Lesson from the Early Church Revelation 7:9-17 
      Pew Bible p. 1921    Bill Alessio 
One: The Word of the Lord  All: Thanks be to God 
 

Gospel Reading     John 10:22-30 
      Pew Bible p. 1667 
One: The Word of the Lord  All: Thanks be to God 
 

Message               Pastor Ashley 
 

Reflection Song   As the Deer     #626 
 As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after you. You alone  
 are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship you. You alone are my  
 strength, my shield; to you alone may my spirit yield. You alone are my  
 heart’s desire, and I long to worship you. 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
 

Time of Prayer 
One: Mothering God, we draw on the image of you as one who nurtures, who  
 gathers, who protects. We praise You for the gift of mothers through  
 whom You give us life. 
All: We thank You for their willingness to nurture life, for their trust in  
 You to guide them through the labor of childbirth, the uncertainties  
 of youth, the letting go of young adulthood. 
One: We thank You for all those women who did not give us birth, but through  
 whom You give us abundant life: for school teachers, aunts,  
 grandmothers, sisters, pastors, elders, Sunday School teachers,  
 supervisors, co-workers, neighbors and friends who share wisdom and  
 care. 
All: We lift up the mothers of young children, constantly pulling from a  
 deep well of creativity, patience, intelligence, fortitude, and love.  
 Hold them close in your arms just as they hold their little ones. 
One: We pray for mothers of adolescents as they support their children  
 through big questions, first heartbreaks, and blossoming dreams on their  
 journey to adulthood.  Strengthen and encourage them by Your grace. 
All: We ask your blessing on all mothers who now parent grown  
 children, whose mothering looks a bit different but flows from the  
 same love. Bind families together in new and life-giving ways. 
One: We remember also those for whom this day is painful.  We ask Your  
 tender mercies on all those whose mothers now sing with the heavenly  
 chorus. We ask Your comforting presence on those mothers who have  
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 witnessed both the beginning and end of the earthly lives of their  
 children, and are longing for them today. 
All: Grant them Your peace, which passes all our understanding.  
 Sustain them with comfort and community for the living of each  
 day. 
One: We pray for those who are alienated from their mothers or children by  
 harsh words, distance, and misunderstanding. 
All: Grant both mothers and children the grace to forgive and to love  
 again. 
One: Compassionate God, be with all who mother this day. 
All: Let Your light shine on them and be gracious to them. Bless them  
 with peace and joy now and forever. Amen.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we  
 forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  
 Amen. 

~Going Forth to Serve God~ 
 

Sending Hymn   Here I am Lord     # 69 
(All are invited to stand in body or spirit) 
V.1. I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. All who dwell in  
 dark and sin my hand will save. I, who made the stars of night, I will  
 make their darkness bright. Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I  
 send? 
Refrain Here I am, lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.  
  I will go Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 
V.2. I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. I have wept  
 for love of them. They turn away. I will break their hearts of stone, give  
 them hearts for love alone. I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I  
 send? [Refrain] 
V.3. I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. I will set a  
 feast for them. My hand will save. Finest bread I will provide till their  
 heart be satisfied. I will give m life to them. Whom shall I send? [Refrain] 
 
Benediction  
Choral Amen   Glory to God 
Postlude  
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Announcements 
 
There is no Zoom Coffee Hour this Sunday. 
 
Join us for the weekly Prayer Gathering on Thursdays at 10am. We currently 
gather either in the Parlor or Geneva. Masks are optional. 
 
The Acts Bible Study is back on Tuesday evenings at 7pm via Zoom. 
Questions? See Kim Roider. 
 
The Office is closed on Thursday, May 12th.  
 
The Little Free Library is back! If you have books in good condition, 
please bring them to the Church Office during business hours. We are in need 
of children’s books. Please no textbooks.  
 
If you have extra berry baskets or egg cartons, please consider donating them 
to the food pantry. Thank you. 
 
May 15—5th Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 11:1-18 and Psalm 148 or Leviticus 19:9-18 and Psalm 24:1-6 ~  
 Revelation 21:1-6 ~ John 13:31-35 
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Requested Prayers 

 
The Church Office and members of the church receive several prayer requests each 
week. Please pray for: 
 
 Prayers of thanksgiving for Cecelia Muller’s friend, Denise Zeller, who is home 

following brain surgery, awaiting the start of radiation. 
 Alice Callistro requests prayers for Cathy Callistro as she prepares for cancer 

treatment. 
 Prayers that Charlie Brigg’s post-surgical infection clears soon. 
 Prayers for Don Hover, who has terminal muscular atrophy, and for Mary Lou as 

she recovers from a broken ankle and an infection. 
 Prayers for Ruth Strombom, who fell and broke her hip, is wheelchair bound, and at 

a rehab facility in Washington. She would love to receive cards. 
 We pray for healing for Gretchen Louden’s friend, Hamish, who is recovering from a 

recent heart procedure. 
 We rejoice with the Vaughn’s sons’ Pastor’s wife, Jane Poole, who is recovering 

following a serious auto accident. 
 Prayers for Cynthia Allison’s sister, Susan Thompson, who is facing the return of 

untreatable cancer. 
 Prayers of gratitude that Cecelia Muller’s hands are feeling better. 
 Prayers for Kim Roider’s cousin whose Parkinson’s Disease is progressing. 
 Marilyn Lloyd asks for prayers for the Seacrist family following the death of her 

grandniece’s mother-in-law, Anne. 
 Prayers for Cecelia Muller’s daughter, Charleen, awaiting test results following 

surgery. 
 Mara Duffy requests prayers for David Washburn and her friend Annie for health 

reasons, and the Hernandez family. 
 Prayers for the people of Ukraine, for surrounding nations who are receiving 

refugees, and for the Russian people caught up in this violent invasion  
 Prayers of thanksgiving that the Tamon family was able to escape the violence in 

their hometown and that they were able to assist another family as well. 
 Prayers for the ladies of Lily Pad and their families 
 Continued prayers for Joseph Mills’ uncle who is home but still very sick. 
 Prayers or Irlene, our Coordinator of the Water Systems who has been suffering 

from intense stomach pain, waiting for approval for tests. 
 Cheryl Hunt asks for prayers for the family and community of Yenny Batista, a 

strong Presbyterian Woman of faith who passed away awaiting donors for a blood 
transfusion  

 Prayers for our church as we prepare to host Family Promise. 
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First Presbyterian Church of Stockton 
31 E. Vine St. 

Stockton, CA 95202 
209-465-2653 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9am-1pm 
www.fpcstockton.org 

Email: office@fpcstockton.org 
 

                                                     Like us on 
 

                                                  Follow Us on  
                              http://fpcstockton.org/videos/ 

 
Board of Elders (Session)—Committee Chair 
 Bill Alessio—Personnel 
 Sylvia Cavanaugh—Congregational Care 
 Carol Dietrich—Fellowship and Finance, Buildings & Grounds 
 Gail Herron—Stewardship 
 Craig Holmes—Support & Endowment 
 Cheryl Hunt—Mission 
 Gretchen Louden—Worship & Music 
 Kim Roider—Christian Education and Scholarship 
 Wilfred Tamon—Nominating 
 Clerk:  Janet Sepiol 
 Pastor:  Rev. Ashley M. Love 
 
Ministers—all the members of the church 
 
 
If you have a prayer request, please contact the Church Office or Pastor Ashley. 
Joys and concerns are added to the prayer list of the people who have signed up to be 
members of the WE CARE PRAYER TEAM. If you would like to be a part of the WE 
CARE PRAYER TEAM, contact Cheryl Hunt or call the Church Office. 
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