
 

PASTOR ASHLEY’S MESSAGE 

May 

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family, 
 
How goes it with your soul?  Recently I was speaking to a colleague about the importance of that 
question, and how often we speed through life without taking a moment to notice how we are doing.  
The promise of our faith is that our souls can be rooted firmly in God even when the storms are 
raging and the future is unknown.  It doesn’t mean that we don’t grieve or anger or delight in 
response to life’s circumstances, but that we do so from a place of knowing that Christ is holding us 
still.  Hebrews 6:19 puts it this way: “We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. “  
Like a boat held in place by an anchor, we can be secure that we are welcomed, forgiven, loved, 
and led through whatever comes. 
 
During this Easter Season, I have been preaching through a series about a central part of that 
anchoring in the midst of any storm or calm: love.  Using passage from 1 John, we’ve been 
considering the wonder of God’s love for us and the great gift and challenge of loving each other 
the way that God has loved us.  So often we can get caught up in fickle or surface level kinds of 
love which can leave us feeling empty and insecure, like a boat blown from its mooring.  And yet, 
the Holy Spirit pulls us again and again to hope for something deeper to anchor our souls.   
 
The Bible shows us over and over again that God’s faithful love is so much deeper and stronger 
than we could ever imagine.  In worship we have looked at how we don’t need to hide parts of 
ourselves as we step into the light of God’s love.  We can be honest about our sins, doubts, and 
broken hearts, knowing that nothing will shake the love of Jesus Christ who went to the cross on 
our behalf.  Most of us can remember times when we thought we might have made a big enough 
mistake to lose the love of God or those in our lives.  Maybe we still harbor guilt and fear.  What a 
life changing, incredible truth that, like we read in Romans 8:38-39, there is nothing on heaven or 
earth that could separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  Talk about an anchor for our 
souls! 
 
As we walk through this series, we are also going to see that the writer of 1 John has some strong 
words about the connection between our love for God and for others.  He argues that there is no 
place for hatred of our fellow humans if we want to abide by God’s love and follow Jesus in faith.  
As we encounter so much division, animosity, and violence in our world, we are in desperate need 
of the kind of love that is able to stop hatred in its tracks and show a different way.  In coming 
weeks we will be looking at the challenges and power of committing to love others the way God 
loves us. 
 
I invite you to join me in thinking deeply about what it means to be loved by God, and to love God 
and our neighbors.  I pray that as we look at these scriptures and consider our rootedness in God’s 
love, we would come to know that we are loved with the unmovable love of Christ, and that the Holy 
Spirit will lead us to abide in that love in any circumstance we encounter.  I am so thankful that we 
get to be on this journey of faith, hope, and love together. 
 
Blessings to you, beloved of God! 
Pastor Ashley 
 



 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 

 Lee Mecum   May 3 
 Ron Allison   May 8 
 Kathy White   May 8 
 Janette Dones  May 14 (#100) 
 Ashley Love   May 15 
 Bill Buckley   May 19 
 Benjamin Roider  May 21 
 

  

IN-PERSON WORSHIP RETURNS! 
 
After the success and safety of our “soft opening” 
this past month, Session has approved opening 
in-person worship to all who would like to attend, 
no reservations needed. Masks and social 
distancing are required, and there will continue to 
be no communal singing or coffee hour on site.  
 
If we get close to our 25% capacity (75 people in 
our Sanctuary), we will re-evaluate resuming 
reservations. 
 
The online service will continue to be broadcast 
via YouTube with no changes. 
 

 
 
The Deacon's Fund 
continues to respond to 
urgent needs. We send 
monthly donations to local 
agencies providing food and 

shelter to the most vulnerable in our city.  
 
We invite all to participate as we receive this 
offering on the first Sunday of every month.  
 
Donations can be made through our online giving 
or you can mail a check to the office with 
“Deacons’ Fund” in the memo line. 
 

 

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR  
 
Join us for Coffee Hour via Zoom following 
service on Sunday at noon. The meeting ID 
number is 863 0294 3719 or you can call in using 
the number 669-900-9128 and put in the meeting 
ID number just like a conference call. 

 
  

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
 
Spring has come, and with it the joy that First 
Presbyterian church is now open to in-person 
attendance in the Sanctuary. However, the social 
distancing rules are still in place – no touching, 
no singing, and sitting 6 ft. apart. It is still a joy to 
hear the choir and Ethan and John’s special 
music, and to also listen to the scripture and 
sermon in our beautiful Sanctuary. 
 
We had sad news this month. Our faithful 
member Lee Balis passed away in early April. A 
memorial service for Lee will be held later in our 
Callistro Park. Please keep Gloria and the family 
in your prayers. 
 
In happier news Janette Dones and Gretchen 
Louden are recovering nicely from hip surgery 
and Suzi Treganza has the hard cast off her 
hand after surgery. Suzanne Mecum is still in a 
care home receiving therapy. Cecelia Muller also 
has problems with hands. Cards to them would 
be very much appreciated: 
Suzanne: 435 S Central Ave., Stockton, 95204 
Cecelia: 9251 S Wolfe Rd., French Camp,  
95231  
 
Prayers for continued healing for our friends is 
needed. If you know of others who need help or 
our prayers, please let the office or Sylvia (931-
2678).know  
 
Another celebration is coming in May. Janette 
Dones will turn 100 years young on May 15

th
.  

We suggest birthday cards to help this 
celebration (1931 N Sierra Nevada St,95205), as 
we do not yet know if we can hold an in-person 
party. 
  
We hope to see you all soon back in the 
Sanctuary. 
 
Blessings, 
Sylvia Cavanaugh, Chair 
 

 
 



 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Our Tuesday evening Bible Study continues our 
study of Acts, Jesus is risen, now what? Come 
with us as we discover what comes next in our 
journey as a faith community. Everyone is 
welcome on any Tuesday evening to our ZOOM 
gathering, beginning from 7:00-8:00pm. 
 

  

BOOKS AND CLOTHING DONATIONS 

 
For the time being, we are no longer able to 
accept books and clothing donations. Thank 
you for your understanding. 
 

  

FAMILY PROMISE GIFT CARD DRIVE 
 

Family Promise of San Joaquin is holding a gift 
card drive during the month of May for students 
in the four largest school districts in the county 
who are homeless. $5 or $10 gift cards from 
Family Dollar, Dollar General, the 99 Cent 
Store, or Grocery Outlet are especially useful. 
Cards from McDonald’s or Starbucks are 
welcome too—fast food and free Wi-Fi.  
 
You can donate cards or cash directly to Family 
Promise of San Joaquin County, bring them to 
church and place them in the offering plate, or 
bring them to the Church Office. If you have an 
accumulation of unused gift cards, consider 
donating one or two.  
 

 

ACCESS FPC WORSHIP VIDEOS 
 
To access our worship services online, go to 
our website: fpcstockton.org, click on Ministries, 
then Worship, and click on the YouTube logo. 
You’ll automatically be directed to FPC’s 
YouTube channel. 

 
 

NEW MEMBER CLASS 
 
Thinking about joining First Presbyterian 
Church? We are planning to hold a Membership 
Class in May.  
 
If you are interested, please call the office and 
let Suzi know. 
 

 

READERS-R-US 
 
In May, Readers-R-Us book club will be 
reading Killers of the Flower Moon: The 
Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI by 
David Gann Please call Kathy White or Janet 
Sepiol if you’d like to attend. 

 
  

GARDEN UPDATE 
 

Thanks to the efforts of 
Chris Eley, Gail Herron 
and her daughter, and 
Craig Holmes, the beds in 
our community garden 
have been refurbished 
and are ready to plant. 
 
Gail, Tola & Chris, Craig, Constance, Emma, 
Desiree, and Tracy will be preparing and 
planting their beds soon. Tola & Chris are 
using an additional bed to generate some 
fresh produce for our food pantry. 
 
The very first bed (where Gus’ strawberries 
still survive) will also be an herb garden.  
Since most recipes call for small amounts of 
herbs, there should be plenty for everyone to 
snip a branch or two. 
 

  

PENTECOST OFFERING 
 
When you donate to the Pentecost Offering, 
40% stays with the congregation to develop 
and support programs for young people; 25% 
supports Young Adult Volunteers (YAV), 
serving in communities around the world; 25% 
supports Ministries with Youth including the 
Presbyterian Youth Triennium; and 10% is 
devoted to children at-risk to improve 
education and provide safe havens. The gifts 
we share will help young people learn 
important lessons about life and faith. Please 
give generously…for if we all do a little, it 
adds up to a lot. Look for Pentecost Offering 
envelopes in your bulletin or give online (note 
that it is a donation to Pentecost Offering). 



 

First Presbyterian Church of Stockton 
31 E. Vine Street 
Stockton, CA 95202 
  
Phone: 209-465-2653 
Email: office@fpcstockton.org 
Website: fpcstockton.org 
  
Business Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9:00am-1:00pm 

The deadline for submission of articles for the  
May Window is June 20th. 

Our Mission Statement: 
 
As God’s family, through Jesus Christ, we seek 
 to know God through prayer, worship, and Bible study 
 to be open to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
 to share God’s love with each other, our community, and the world 


