
 

PASTOR ASHLEY’S MESSAGE 

June 

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side. 
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain. 
Leave to thy God to order and provide; 
In every change, He faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heav’nly Friend 
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
  Kathrina von Schlegel, born 1697 
 
The stanza above is from the hymn Be Still My Soul. This centuries old expression of faith is one of 
my favorites, especially because I find that it both encourages and challenges me at the same time.  
The lyrics carry the truth that deep grief and pain exist in our lives and at the same time the song 
proclaims that there is reason to trust God who remains, faithfully leading us through it all. It rings 
with the bittersweet tenderness of a hug from a friend who has been through life’s trails and is 
imparting what they have learned.   
 

Depending on how I am feeling, I receive the advice from hymn writer Kathrina von Schlegel a bit 
differently. Sometimes this advice seems downright impossible and words like these can be like 
nails grating on a chalkboard when I am the one going through great pain or difficulty.  Bear 
patiently the cross of grief or pain? Be still and leave it to God to order and provide? When the 
thorns of life are thick, just getting through seems to be work enough, let alone to do it with 
patience. There were many times during the pandemic when I didn’t feel particularly patient or 
peaceful. Over the past year, there have been many things that were lost or left undone, and many 
changes and experiences whose effects will stay with us the rest of our lives. We didn’t choose to 
go through COVID-19, but this historic time is now part of our story; as individuals, as a church, as 
a country, and as a whole world.   
 

As we approach a return to some kind of normalcy in our state and county, it is natural to feel like 
things cannot quite be the same. If you’re like me, you have longed for things to go back to the way 
they were, but have come to understand the truth that it will not be a light switch moment. It has 
been tough to wait for a joyful end to social distancing and other restrictions, even as we cherish 
each step back to something like normal life.   
 

As we work through this transition together, my prayer is that we will be comforted and 
strengthened by remembering God’s faithfulness in all of the challenges and strangeness of this 
past year. Our Heavenly Friend, as von Schlegel puts it, has not abandoned or forsaken us. I 
encourage you to lean on God and take it easy on yourself as we walk through this season when 
things are opening back up. There will be great joy, but there might be unexpected pain that 
emerges as well. The work of grief for what was lost during this time will continue even as we give 
thanks for new things that the Holy Spirit has grown in us through it. We also remember our friends 
around the world who are still in the thorns of this virus and continue to hold them in prayer.   
 

As always, I am so thankful to be your pastor, and to be journeying with this congregation for such a 
time as this. May we know the faithfulness of our Savior Jesus Christ who was with us during this 
season of great change and challenge, and who we know will remain with us through all that is to 
come. 
 

Blessings to you, beloved of God! 
Pastor Ashley 
 



 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 Dylan Vaughn  June 2 
 Ian Vaughn   June 2 
 Carol Dietrich  June 6 
 Kim Roider   June 16 
 Megan McKee  June 17 
 Adam Yanes, Jr.  June 20 
 Tami Buckley  June 27 
 

JUNE ANNIVERSARY 
 Don & Mary Lou Hover June 7 
 

  

IN-PERSON WORSHIP RETURNS! 
 

After the success and safety of our “soft 
opening,” Session has approved opening in-
person worship to all who would like to attend, no 
reservations needed. Masks and social 
distancing are required, and there will continue to 
be no communal singing or coffee hour on site.  
 

If we get close to our 25% capacity (75 people in 
our Sanctuary), we will re-evaluate resuming 
reservations. 
 

The online service will continue to be broadcast 
via YouTube. 
 

 

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR  
 

Join us for Coffee Hour via Zoom following 
service on Sunday at noon. The meeting ID 
number is 863 0294 3719 or you can call in using 
the number 669-900-9128 and put in the meeting 
ID number just like a conference call. 

 

  

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Our Tuesday night 
Bible Study continues 
reading the Book of 
Acts, exploring “Jesus 
has risen, now what?”  
This study takes place 
via Zoom from 7-8pm. 
Information is on the church’s website and will 
also be sent via email every Monday during the 
study. Questions? Ask Kim Roider. 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
 

Although we are meeting “in person” in the 
Sanctuary, with the State guidelines of masks, 
social distancing, and no coffee hour, many 
people do not yet feel comfortable and are still 
joining us through YouTube. We are awaiting the 
revisions from the health department that should 
come out later this month. It is a joy to join some 
of our friends for worship, hear the choir and 
John and Ethan’s beautiful music, and once 
again gaze at our beautiful stained glass 
windows. 
 

We had the joy of helping 
Janette Dones celebrate her 
100

th
 birthday at an open 

house provided by her 
family. Many of our 
members stopped by to wish 
her well and see what a 
remarkable recovery she has made from her 
broken hip, and the choir stopped by after church 
and sang several hymns and Happy Birthday. 
The church had already presented her with roses 
and balloons. It was a joyous occasion for all. 
 

There have been some changes in our 
congregation. Pastor Ashley has moved into her 
new home with her dog Duncan. We wish them 
much happiness in their new surroundings. 
Harriet Washburn has now moved to Assisted 
Living at Rio Las Palmas (877 E March Lane, 
95207, room 361). Her old phone number is in 
the process of being connected to her new room, 
and visits and cards are welcome. They still 
require a temperature check and masks at check 
in. Don and Mary Lou Hover are also at Rio Las 
Palmas (room 153) and would also welcome 
calls, cards, and visits.   
 

Suzanne Mecum is now in Hospice care. Our 
prayers are with her and Lee during this sad 
time. Cards can be sent to them at 435 S Central 
Ave., 95204. 
 

We would like prayers for several of our 
congregation members:  Suzanne and Lee 
Mecum, Gloria Balis, Marj Wall, Cecelia Muller, 
Don and Mary Lou Hover, Harriet Washburn and 
Ramon Becerra, Frances Mendez McPherson, 
and all our congregation as we continue to work 
through the final stages of this pandemic. 
 
May God Bless you all, 
Sylvia Cavanaugh, Chair 
 

 
 



 

BOOKS AND CLOTHING DONATIONS 
 

For the time being, we are no longer able to 
accept books and clothing donations. Thank 
you for your understanding. 

 

 

ACCESS FPC WORSHIP VIDEOS 
 

To access our worship services online, go to 
our website: fpcstockton.org, click on Ministries, 
then Worship, and click on the YouTube logo. 
You’ll automatically be directed to FPC’s 
YouTube channel. 

 

 
 

The Deacon's Fund continues 
to respond to urgent needs. 
We send monthly donations 
to local agencies providing 
food and shelter to the most 
vulnerable in our city.  

 

We invite all to participate as we receive this 
offering on the first Sunday of every month.  
 

Donations can be made through our online 
giving or you can mail a check to the office with 
“Deacons’ Fund” in the memo line. 
 

 
 

Cents-Ability is a small first step in the battle 
against hunger and poverty. Congregations 

invite every member — of all ages 
— to contribute a few cents at every 
meal. This simple act is an 
expression of thanks for what we 
have received. It is also a 
commitment to share with others in 
response to Jesus’ command “You 

give them something to eat.” 
 

Cents-Ability originated in 1976 as “Two-Cents-
A-Meal,” a project begun by Presbyterian 
Women to involve individuals and families in a 
corporate response to world hunger. 
 

Be sure to pick up a can on Sunday or from the 
Office during the week. Return it, filled with your 
change, on Sunday, June 27th, or send a check 
to the office. 
 

 
 

READERS-R-US 
 

In June, Readers-R-Us book club will be 
reading The Nigh Watchman by Louise 
Erdich. Please call Kathy White or Janet 
Sepiol if you’d like to attend. 

 

  

  

TREE REMOVAL 
 

We recently had trees 
removed from the parking lot 
and Center Street. 
 
 
 

  

THANK YOU 
On Sunday, May 30th, the 
congregation presented Pastor 
Ashley with a check to help 
offset some of her expenses 
relating to her new home. Her 
childhood friend, Hillary, was 
here to help share this special 
moment. Pastor Ashley says, 
“I am overwhelmed by the 
congregation’s generosity. 

 

  



 

First Presbyterian Church of Stockton 
31 E. Vine Street 
Stockton, CA 95202 
  
Phone: 209-465-2653 
Email: office@fpcstockton.org 
Website: fpcstockton.org 
  
Business Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9:00am-1:00pm 

The deadline for submission of articles for the  
June Window is July 20th. 

Our Mission Statement: 
 
As God’s family, through Jesus Christ, we seek 
 to know God through prayer, worship, and Bible study 
 to be open to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
 to share God’s love with each other, our community, and the world 


