
 

PASTOR ASHLEY’S MESSAGE 

November 2022 

“Grace and gratitude belong together like heaven and earth. Grace evokes gratitude like the voice 
an echo. Gratitude follows grace like thunder lightning.” 
-Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics: The Doctrine of Reconciliation 
 
Happy Thanksgiving! How wonderful to find ourselves again at that time of year in which we are 
invited to consider the blessings we have received. It can be so easy to focus on the daily grind and 
keep our eyes trained on the goals toward which we are striving. In a culture that urges us to obtain 
more and constantly advertises a better or more full life, contentment and gratitude can be radical 
acts of resistance. This time of year is a much needed invitation to stop our striving and notice that 
which we hold dear. 
 
If you have ever received an email from me, you may have noticed that I end most of my messages 
with the closing “with gratitude”. This is not by accident. About three years ago when I was just 
starting as the pastor at First Presbyterian Church, much thought and prayer went into choosing this 
closing phrase. I had just been ordained and sent off to Stockton, my mind and heart echoing with 
advice from mentors and friends who were further down the road of ordained church ministry.  In 
the excitement of setting up my email signature, my heart swelled with gratitude and wonder that I 
had been called to this wonderful congregation. Of course I knew that not every day would feel that 
way, and that hard days and difficult challenges would come (never imagining a pandemic!). Even 
so, it seemed important to never lose sight of the gift and honor it is to care for people that God 
loves, and to be entrusted with leading this congregation to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ 
in word and action. So, to preserve just a bit of that overwhelming wonder and gratitude I felt at the 
beginning of my ministry, I settled on “with gratitude” for my email closing.   
 
I’m glad to say that three years later it has worked! With each email signed “with gratitude”, I am 
forced to spend a moment counting my blessings. I am grateful for the person to whom I send the 
email, and I am grateful to them for walking alongside me in service, worship, and fellowship. I am 
grateful for the ability to communicate. I am grateful for fingers that type and a computer that works. 
I’m thankful for collaboration and creativity and the grace to learn and try again. I am grateful for 
resources to steward, love to give, and the Holy Spirit who initiates, invigorates, and completes our 
work. I am so grateful for this wonderful church family. There are many days that the simple phrase 
“with gratitude” helps my shoulders relax a bit and my eyes focus back on the God who is 
sustaining me constantly in ways I see and even those I do not. 
 
As we reflect on giving God thanks this month, what helps you remember to be grateful? It certainly 
need not be an email signature for everyone. What helps you find a bit of gratitude as you shift your 
focus to the blessings in your life? If Karl Barth is right in his quote above, it seems that the pattern 
of gratitude following grace forms a rhythm of life that keeps going again and again. My prayer for 
us this month (and always) is that we would settle into that rhythm. There is always something to be 
grateful for even if it is simply the air we breathe and the truth that, as one of our food pantry 
patrons often says, “God got me up this morning.” May grace inspire gratitude that opens our eyes 
to witness yet more grace which blooms into gratitude which finds yet more grace… and on and on. 
 
With gratitude, 
Pastor Ashley 



 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

 Janet Lewis  November 13 
 Jerry Weber, Jr. November 17 
 Julie Yanes  November 18 
 Marj Wall  November 22 
 Suzi Treganza November 24 
 Gloria Balis  November 30 
 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 Sylvia & Gary Cavanaugh November 11 
   

READERS-R-US 
 

For November, Readers-R-Us is reading The 
Humans by Matt Haig. If you are interested in 
attending, contact Janet Sepiol. 
 

  

PLANNING COMMITTEE FOR 
BUILDING’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

 

Join us on November 13th after the 
Congregational Meeting as we continue to plan 
our church building’s 100th anniversary in 2023. 
All are welcome! 
 

  

CALL TO 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 

Our Fall Congregational meeting will be held 
Sunday November 13th, immediately following 
worship, for the purpose of electing officers and 
the congregational representatives to the 
Nominating and Support and Endowment 
Committees.  
 

  

BOOK STUDY 
 

There is still time to join our Book 
Study on Monday evenings at 6:00pm 
at Kim & Earl Roider’s home. We are  
reading A Table for All by Chris 
Neufeld-Erdman. Please let Suzi know 
if you would like a book; they are $10. 
If you have questions, contact Kim 

Roider. Our last two meetings will be on 
November 7th (reading chapters 3 & 4) and 14th 
(reading chapters 5 &6).  

SESSION UPDATE 
October Meeting  

 
At the Session meeting on October 16th, we 
discussed or approved the following: 
 
 A new book study would begin on October 

17th, studying A Table for All, How I Came to 
Understand that the Gospel Means Full 
Inclusion of Gays and Lesbians by Chris 
Neufeld-Erdman. 

 Manteca Presbyterian Church is closing and 
Pastor Ashley is serving on their 
Administrative Council.  

 Following up on Maggie Harmon’s visit, 
Session members chose the top 3 values of 
our church and they are: friendship, 
community, and helping. 

 Manteca Presbyterian Church is disbursing 
their funds and they have gifted us with 
$10,000. 

 Gail reported that the Stewardship Campaign 
is underway and letters will be going out 
shortly. 

 
If you have any questions, please ask any 
member of Session or Pastor Ashley. 
 

 
 

ADVENT IS COMING SOON 
 

Help the Worship & Music 
Committee decorate the 
Sanctuary for Advent on 
Tuesday, November 22nd, 
starting at 1pm. If you have 
any questions, talk to 

Gretchen Louden. 
 

 



 

JOB OPPORTUNITY 
 

We are currently hiring: 
 

Part-Time Children’s Ministry Coordinator: 
This position is for someone to develop, 
implement, and promote Sunday School and 
children’s ministry programs. It would require 6 
hours a week, including 2-3 hours on Sunday 
mornings at the church. Hourly wage is $20.  
 

If you know someone who might be interested 
in this position, please have them contact Suzi 
for more information. 
 

 

PLEDGE NOW! 
GENERATIONS OF GEREROSITY 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 
 

November signals the beginning of a most 
joyful season. Anticipation of gatherings at 
Thanksgiving and Christmas put a glow on the 
end of the year. 
 

It is a time when people are thankful! As 
Christians we acknowledge that our “treasures” 
come from God. 
 

As our treasure comes from God we are also 
asked return some of it to promote His work. 
 

November is the time Stewardship asks you to 
fund the Church with your pledges for 2023. 
The money you pledge supports the staff, 
maintains our facilities, and funds our 
programs. 
 

Since 2010 the pledged monies that are used to 
fund our yearly budget, have not covered the 
essential costs. Funds from Support & 
Endowment have been used to keep First 
Presbyterian solvent. This is deficit financing. 
This year it amounts to $40,000. 
 

Please pledge this November and consider 
increasing your pledge. Those of you who have 
not pledged before, please consider pledging 
this year. Become a supporter of God’s work. 
 

Dedication of your pledges will take place 
November 20 during our Sunday Service. 
 

Faithfully, 
Gail Herron 
Stewardship Chairman 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
 

It seems impossible that Thanksgiving is 
almost here, but we at First Pres. have much 
to be thankful for. 
 

We are thankful for all our volunteers: 
 Those who give much of their time and 

talent to make First Presbyterian church 
shine.  

 Everyone who helped with our Clean-Up 
day, including folks from Reality Church. 

 Cheryl and Doug who work so hard to 
schedule volunteers, set up rooms, and 
welcome our Family Promise families.   

 To all who volunteer food and time to 
make Family Promise possible and to 
make the families feel welcome.  

 

We are so very thankful to Tola and Suzi who 
spend hours collecting and sorting supplies 
for our Food Pantry and gathering volunteers 
to help run it. We had 80 people sign-in this 
past Wednesday (partly because The Well 
donated ready- made food to give - word 
spread quickly!). We are so thankful for all our 
food sources and volunteers. 
 

We are thankful that 
 Janette Dones can still get around with a 

walker at 101 
 Marj Wall will celebrate her 101st birthday  

in November 
 Cynthia Allison is getting around with a 

walker after her hip surgery,  
 John Vaughn is out of his sling and his 

shoulder is healing  
 Merilyn Vaughn’s oral surgery went well, 
 Charlie Briggs has gotten over his 

infections 
 Frances McPherson is healing after being 

hit by a car. 
 

We still need prayers for Ruth Strombom, who 
is still weak in her rehab facility in 
Washington, and Lee Mecum who is awaiting 
results on his stomach problems and pains. 
We pray for healing for these and any others 
who need God’s Mercy and Care. 
 

If you know of anyone who needs our help or 
prayers, please call Sylvia or the office. 
 

May we continue to thank God for His 
Blessings every day. 
In Christ’s Love, 
 

Sylvia Cavanaugh 



 

  GARDENS IN TRANSITION 
 

As we enjoy the more moderate Fall 
temperatures and begin to approach 
winter, its about time to consider a Winter 
garden.  
 

In some ways, a “Winter” garden isn’t quite 
as labor intensive as a Summer garden.  
The pace is slower and the weather is 
cooler. Another difference—a whole 
different constellation of veggies (and 
flowers) thrive in the cooler days of Fall, 

Winter, and early Spring. 
Lettuces (a myriad of 
colors and shapes), 
broccoli, beets, spinach, 
carrots, radishes, kale, 
greens, chard, collards, 
bok choy, and more. 
With many Winter 

vegetables, like lettuces, chard, and 
broccoli, so long as you don’t pull out the 
whole plant, they will keep producing. 
 
Now is a good time to plant, whether it be 
seeds, or six packs of seedlings. Port 
Stockton Nursery on Main Street and In 
Season Nursery on E Alpine already have 
a good selection of six packs for those 
who don’t want to start things from seed. 
 
After pulling out all your Summer crops 
and weeds, turn over and break up the soil 
with a garden spade. A bag or two of steer 
manure worked into the soil, plus a little 
additional commercial fertilizer will keep 
the soil workable and restore nutrients that 
summer crops my have depleted.  
 
For some color, you may plant some violas 
among your veggies. I’ve read that the 
petals on these small flowers are edible 
and add a spot of color to finish off a 
tossed salad. 
 
If you are interested in a plot this Fall, 
please contact Craig for availability. 
(209) 601-1040. 
 

ACCESS FPC WORSHIP VIDEOS 
 
To access our worship services online, go to 
our website: fpcstockton.org, click on 
Ministries, then Worship, and click on the 
YouTube logo. You’ll automatically be 
directed to FPC’s YouTube channel. 

 
 

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR 
 
Please join us for Coffee Hour via Zoom at 
1:00pm on Sundays. The meeting ID 
number is 879 5305 9034 or you can call in 
using the number 669-900-9128 and put in 
the meeting ID number just like a 
conference call. This information is also 
emailed every week. 
 

  

DECEMBER WINDOW 
 
the deadline for submission of articles for 
the November Window is November 20th. 
 

  

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
November 6  Charlie Briggs 
November 13 Janet Sepiol 
November 20 Bill Alessio 
November 27 TBD 
 
If you are interested in serving as a Worship 
Assistant, please contact Suzi. 

  


