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2nd Sunday of Lent             February 28, 2021 
 

~Gathering the Family of God~ 
 
Choral Introit 
 
Welcome                Pastor Ashley 
 
Litany for Lent 
One: For forty days and nights the rain fell, and the waters covered the face of  
 the earth. 
All: Lead us, O Lord, from death to life. 
One: For forty years the people wandered, seeking the land of God’s promise. 
All: Lead us, O Lord, from death to life. 
One: Moses spent forty days on the mountain, learning the commandments of  
 God. 
All: Lead us, O Lord, from death to life. 
One: Elijah traveled forty days in the wilderness to hear the voice of God in the  
 silence. 
All: Lead us, O Lord, from death to life. 
One: Jonah cried out to the people of Ninevah: Repent, or in forty days you will  
 perish. 
All: Lead us, O Lord, from death to life. 
One: Jesus fasted and prayed for forty days in the wilderness and resisted  
 temptation from the devil. 
All: Lead us, O Lord, from death to life. 
One: Amen, as we walk these forty days of Lent, may we be made alive in  
 Christ our Savior. 
 
*Gathering Hymn  Be Thou My Vision    v. 1, 3 & 4 
V.1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me,  
 save that thou art; thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
 waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
V.3. Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise; thou mine inheritance, 
 now and always; thou and thou only, first in my heart, High King of 
 heaven, my treasure thou art. 
V.4. High King of Heaven my victory won, may I reach heaven's joys, 
 O bright heaven’s Sun! Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
 still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
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*Call to Reconciliation      Janet Sepiol 
One: Forgiveness and reconciliation don’t accomplish much if we are not  
 willing to first admit the wrongdoing we find in ourselves and our world.  
 Let us bring our honesty to God as we ask for deep healing and peace. 
All: Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and  
 too deep to undo. Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our  
 hearts can no longer bear, and what has become for us a  
 consuming fire of judgment. Set us free from a past that we cannot  
 change; open to us a future in which we can be changed; and grant  
 us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image,  
 through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen. 
 
*A Moment For Contemplation 
(This single minute of quiet is offered to encourage you to share your personal 
thoughts with God as well as listen to God through the presence of the Holy 
Spirit.) 
 
*Assurance of Forgiveness     Sylvia Cavanaugh 
One: Jesus Christ, who sat around dinner tables with sinners like us and sits  
 now at the right hand of the Almighty, forgives us and reconciles us. 
All: Nothing shall separate us from God’s love.  Hallelujah! 
 
*Passing of the Peace      Sylvia Cavanaugh 
One: Having received such an amazing gift of grace and peace in Jesus  
 Christ, let us share it with each other.  May the peace of our Savior Jesus  
 Christ be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Please get out your phones or computers and share the peace with each  
 other over text or email or even a quick phone call!  Here are a couple of  
 friends to show us how it’s done. 
 
Children’s Check-in 
 

~Hearing God’s Word~ 
 
Prayer for Understanding God’s Word           Janet Sepiol 
One: Gracious God, in rushing waters and in dry wilderness, in every season  
 and circumstance, we need your sustaining word. By the power of your  
 Holy Spirit, proclaim the good news among us today that we may repent  
 and believe. Amen. 
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Reading from the Hebrew Scripture (the Old Testament)  
                 Janet Sepiol 
     Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16    
One: The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Anthem 
 
Lesson From the Early Church    Sylvia Cavanaugh 
     Romans 4:16-25 
One: The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Lesson    Mark 8:31-38  
One: The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Message               Pastor Ashley 
 
Reflection Song  Come and Fill Our Hearts 
 Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord, are holy.  
 Come and fill our hearts with your peace. Alleluia! 
 (Repeat) 
 
Invitation to Joyful Giving 
 
Time of Prayer              Pastor Ashley 
Affirmation of Faith Based on the Words of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
I refuse to believe that we are unable to influence the events which surround us. 
I refuse to believe that we are so bound to racism and war, that peace, 
brotherhood, and sisterhood are not possible. 
 
I believe that there is an urgent need for people to overcome oppression and 
violence, without resorting to violence and oppression. 
I believe that we need to discover a way to live together in peace, a way which 
rejects revenge, aggression and retaliation. The foundation of this way is love. 
 
I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word in 
reality. I believe that right temporarily defeated is stronger than evil triumphant. 
I believe that peoples everywhere can have three meals a day for their bodies, 
education and culture for their minds, and dignity, equality, and freedom for 
their spirits. 
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I believe that what self-centered people have torn down, other-centered people 
can build up. 
 
By the goodness of God at work within people, we believe that brokenness can 
be healed. “And the lion and the lamb shall lie down together, and everyone will 
sit under their own vine and fig tree, and none shall be afraid.” Amen! 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
All: Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we  
 forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  
 Amen. 
 

~Going Forth to Serve God~ 
 

*Sending Hymn   Soon and Very Soon 
V.1. Soon and very soon we are going to see the King. Soon and very soon  
 we are going to see the King. Soon and very goon we re going to see the  
 King. Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re going to see the King! 
V.2. No more crying there: we are going to see the King. No more crying  
 there: we are going to see the King. No more crying there: we are going  
 to see the King. Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re going to see the King! 
V.3. No more dying there: we are going to see the King. No more dying there:  
 we are going to see the King. No more dying there: we are going to see  
 the King. Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re going to see the King! 
V.4. Soon and very soon we are going to see the King. Soon and very soon  
 we are going to see the King. Soon and very goon we re going to see the  
 King. Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re going to see the King! 
 
*Benediction 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Welcome to the First Presbyterian Church of Stockton 
Whether this is your first visit to this historic church or you are a 
long term member, it is our hope that you will experience the Love 
of Christ in a dynamic way in this morning’s worship. We are a 
mission orientated congregation of the Presbyterian Church USA 
and committed to welcoming all people.  

 
 

Announcements 
 

Join us for Coffee Hour via Zoom following service on Sunday, at Noon. The meeting 
ID number is 863 0294 3719 or you can call in using the number (669)900-9128 and 
put in the meeting ID number just like a conference call. See your email for a clickable 
link. 
 
During Lent, watch for Pastor Ashley’s Lent Prayer and Reflection on Facebook. 
 
Be sure to send in what you saved during February for Cents-Ability Offering. 
 
We hope you can join John Vaughn for a Lent Study about Joy on Wednesday 
evenings from 5-6pm via Zoom. A weekly Study Guide and Zoom logon information is 
sent the Tuesday prior to each week’s Study.  
 
We will be celebrating the Church’s birthday on Sunday, March 14th, at Noon via 
Zoom or YouTube. Hope you can join us. 
 
As part of our birthday celebration, we are asking for donations to repair our stained 
glass windows. Almost 100 years of age and weather are causing them to buckle 
and be at risk of collapse. The estimated cost if $18,000. We have an anonymous 
donor who will match donations up to $6,000. You can give by sending a check to the 
Church Office or giving Online to the Sanctuary Window Repair Fund. 
 
Lectionary, March 3rd—Third Sunday in Lent 
 Exodus 10:1-17 and Psalm 19 ~ 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 ~ John 2:13-22 
 
If you have a prayer request, please contact the Church Office or Pastor Ashley. 
Joys and concerns are added to the prayer list of the people who have signed up to be 
members of the WE CARE PRAYER TEAM. If you would like to be a part of the WE 
CARE PRAYER TEAM, contact Cheryl Hunt or call the Church Office. 
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Requested Prayers 
 

The Church Office and members of the church receive several prayer requests each 
week. Please pray for: 
 
 We pray for healing for those in our congregation facing medical challenges and 

upcoming procedures: Lee Mecum, Don Hover, Ramon Becerra, Karen Hathorn, 
Cecelia Muller, Charlie Briggs, and Gretchen Louden. Prayers for Kathy White’s 
friend, Patricia Voss, who is recovering from knee surgery. 

 

 Prayers for Tola Eley’s grandson Ryan as he recovers from surgery for his broken 
arm. 

 

 We give thanks that Janette Dones is home and recovering well. 
 

 We remember that Maria Yee will turn 90 on March 11, and would love a card. 
 

 Prayers of comfort and peace to all who are grieving. Prayers for the Roek family as 
they mourn the loss of Barbara Roek, who died on February 13th. Prayer for the 
Yarborough family as they mourn the loss of Chris.  

 

 We ask for healing and restoration for all those who face medical challenges, 
especially COVID-19 and the after effects of the virus:  

 Marsha Wright as she continues to recover from COVID. 
 Gretchen Louden’s friend, Hamish, in Sweden as he faces health challenges  
  associated with his heart.  
 The Roiders friend Rick Francis and his family as he goes through treatment  
  for a new tumor found on his spine. 
 Kim Roider’s cousin Luann Marlow who injured her meniscus.  
 Gretchen Louden’s friend Judy, who is experiencing concerning effects of a  
  skull fracture from a year ago.  
 Michelle Thompson, Cynthia Allison’s sister’s daughter-in-law, who will start  
  radiation treatment for a recent cancer diagnosis.  
 Eleanor Lawrence’s friends Judy who has shingles and Jennifer who is having  
  a more difficult recovery from COVID-19.  
 Mara Duffy’s daughter and her family in Honolulu as they who work through 
  COVID restrictions at work and at home.  
 

 Prayers for the emotional health of all students and teachers, both who are 
continuing online and those who are adjusting to coming back in-person.  

 

 Prayers that the vaccine would be distributed to those who need it most. 
 

 Prayer that the three water systems needed by our partners in Colombia will 
be able to reach them. 
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First Presbyterian Church of Stockton 
31 E. Vine St. 

Stockton, CA 95202 
209-465-2653 

The Office is currently closed 
www.fpcstockton.org 

Email: office@fpcstockton.org 
 

Like us on 
 
 
 
 

Follow Us on YouTube 
 
 
 

http://fpcstockton.org/videos/ 

 
 

Church Staff 
 
Ministers:    All the members of the Church 
Clerk of Session   Elder Kathy White 
Office Manager:   Suzi Treganza 
Custodian:    Victor Naranjo 
Bookkeeper:    Cindy Chan 
Music Team:    John Vaughn 
     Ethan Albala 
Nursery Attendant:   Kelly Coffey 
Pastor:     Rev. Ashley M. Love 
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