
 

PASTOR ASHLEY’S MESSAGE 

March 

After almost a century of standing tall, the 
south-facing stained glass windows in our 
sanctuary have buckled significantly due to the 
unfettered sunlight which hits their side of the 
building. We have secured an estimate for 
$18,000 to complete the repairs and have 
received an offer from an anonymous donor to 
match donations up to $6,000. All are invited to 
contribute to this project, and donations may 
be given through our online giving system by 
choosing the Sanctuary Stained Glass Repair 
option, or through donations sent to the church 
office with this project noted on the check. 
 
I hope you will join us on March 14th to 
celebrate and reflect on how God has led our 
church community. May we live in gratitude for 
the past and the assurance that Jesus still 
leads us in our current season of life together. 
 
Big hugs and blessings to you, 
Pastor Ashley 
 

 

IN MEMORY OF 
BARBARA ROEK 
(3/2/1924—2/13/2021) 

 
Barbara started attending FPC 
while she was in high school. It 
was there that she met Jay 
Roek. They married while he 
was enlisted in the Navy. When 
they returned to Stockton, they 
also returned to FPC.  
 
Over the years, Barbara was 
active in the church, serving as a Deacon, an 
Elder, President of Presbyterian Women, and 
on various committees through the years. 
 
A small memorial service will be held on March 
6th at FPC. For more information, please 
contact the Office. 
 

 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for 
every matter under heaven…” 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 
Dear First Presbyterian Church Family, 
 
Have you noticed? Winter has begun its annual 
surrender to spring, as evidenced by flowers 
blooming on cherry, almond, and many trees 
around town. I have become so thankful for my 
daily walks with my dog Duncan which force me 
to slow down and notice the changes. Even 
during this strange pandemic time, the rhythms 
of decay and growth, death and new life continue 
on.   
 
As we settle into the liturgical season of Lent, 
Ash Wednesday reminds us of our own seasons.  
We remember that our lives bloom and are but 
one part of our Creator’s great love story with 
humanity and creation.  
 
This month we have a birthday that has me 
thinking especially about the seasons of faith in 
our church and the saints who have come before 
us. On March 17th, it will have been 171 years 
since those first founding members of First 
Presbyterian Church of Stockton met in a cloth 
building on Channel Street, separated only by a 
divider from a blacksmith hard at work. To 
celebrate the church’s birthday, we will gather on 
March 14th at 12 pm on Zoom after our usual 
Sunday service. Like with the Christmas 
pageant, the celebration will be broadcast live on 
YouTube. It will feature our members telling the 
story of the beginning of our church, whiskey 
barrels and all!   
 
As we give thanks for our church this month, we 
have an opportunity to give a much-needed 
birthday gift to our beautiful sanctuary. It wasn’t 
until 1923, 73 years after the beginning of our 
church community, that our beautiful current 
building was built at a cost of $185,000. Most of 
our larger stained glass windows were dedicated 
and added throughout the next two decades.  



 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
Alice Callistro (#80)   March 9  
Craig Holmes   March 11 
Maria Yee (#90)   March 11  
Earl Roider    March 12 
Harriet Washburn (#101)  March 15  
Destiny Akins-Adams  March 20 
Frances Mendez-McPherson March 30 
 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
Patty & Lloyd McKinney  March 21 
Bill & Autumn Alessio  March 23 
 

  

MILESTONE BIRTHDAYS 
 
Our faithful longtime member, 
Maria Yee, turns 90 on March 11

th
. 

We hope many of you will send 
her a card, as she is living in 
Santa Clara near her daughter 
(1340 Pomroy Ave, #405, Santa 
Clara, CA 95051), but misses us 
very much.   

 
Alice Callistro, who moved to 
Pennsylvania a year ago to be closer 
to her family, turns 80 on March 9th. 
If you’d like to send her a card, her 
address is: Foxdale Village L-189, 
500 E Marylyn Ave., State College, 
PA 16801. 

 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP RETURNS! 
 
Following the recent Court ruling, The Session 
has decided to allow in-person services to return. 
At this time, we are limiting the number in 
attendance to 15 as we continue to test our new 
equipment that allows for simultaneous in-person 
and online viewing.  
 
If you would like to attend, please call the Office 
and let Suzi know. You must have a reservation. 
 
All guidelines previously in place remain: no 
singing or responsive reading, no Passing of the 
Peace or other greeting, and no coffee hour. You 
must wear a mask and we ask that you do not 
attend if you are experiencing any COVID-like 
symptoms.  
 
We hope you will consider joining us. 

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR  
 
Join us for Coffee Hour via Zoom following 
service on Sunday at noon. The meeting ID 
number is 863 0294 3719 or you can call in using 
the number 669-900-9128 and put in the meeting 
ID number just like a conference call. 

 
  

The Deacon's Fund 
continues to respond 
to urgent needs. We 
send monthly 
donations to local 
agencies providing 
food and shelter to 
the most vulnerable 

in our city.  
 
We invite all to participate as we receive this 
offering on the first Sunday of every month.  
 
Donations can be made through our online giving 
or you can mail a check to the office with 
“Deacons’ Fund” in the memo line. 
 

  

Help support this great cause, which provides 
relief from natural disasters, food for the hungry, 
and support for the poor and oppressed, during 
Lent. You can give two ways: 
 
Mail or drop off a check payable to FPC at the 
Church Office (put OGHS on the memo line); or 
give Online and choose One Great Hour of 
Sharing. 

 
  

GIVE ONLINE 

 
Online giving is available on our website at 
fpcstockton.org by clicking on the "Give Now" 
option. It’s secure and it’s easy! 
 

 

http://fpcstockton.org


 

FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 

 
Recently Tola Eley recounted the history of our 
Food Panty to members of our new Presbytery. 
 
"When the opportunity presented itself for our 
Church to join with Gravity to open a larger 
pantry and partner with the Emergency Food 
Bank and Second Harvest Food Bank I was so 
pleased we could reach out beyond our church 
family to our neighbors. This involves unloading 
truckloads of donated food and stocking pantry 
shelves, preparing bags for the Wednesday 
give away, and meeting new coworkers as well 
as community neighbors who come for food. It 
is wonderful to know our neighbors by name. 
 
Recently, we offer clothes and books at the 
pantry and it has been a blessing to provide 
Bibles when requested. I feel the Lord moving 
amongst us. The COVID pandemic has 
presented new challenges. We may need to 
make more home deliveries as we shelter in 
place. God will lead us.” 
 
Pat McClanahan, Church Elder at Gravity New 
Worshipping Community, manages weekly food 
distribution, and reports that each week 55-
170 people are served. Most of the food comes 
from His R.A.F.T. Inc., an Interfaith Food Bank. 
Excess food is shared with three additional 
local organizations—The Gospel Rescue 
Mission, St. Mary’s, and the student pantry at 
Delta College who feed others in need. 
 

 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

For April, our Tuesday evening book club will 
be switching to a Bible study. We will have 
enjoyed the Lent and Easter season, so the title 
of our Bible study is quite timely, in more ways 
then one, “Jesus is risen, now what?” Come 
with us as we discover what comes next in our 
journey as a faith community. To prepare, 
review the first few chapters of the book of Acts. 
As you meditate, pray, and seek the Lord’s will 
in your life, come prepared to share your 
insights. Everyone is welcome to our Tuesday 
evening ZOOM gathering, beginning April 13th 
(lasting 6 - 8 weeks) from 7:00-8:00pm.   

 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
 
Memorial funds left in the name of the 
Bewley, Baumgardner, Lenz and Woods 
Family are now available for scholarships to 
church members pursuing higher education. 
High school seniors, students enrolled in a 
college, university or trade school, or  re-
entering adults are eligible to apply.  
 
Scholarships will range from $500-$1,000, 
and will be sent directly to the school. 
Applicants may re-apply each year. 
  
Applications are available in the Church  
Office. You may also request them 
electronically by writing to the Church Office 
email at:  

office@fpcstockton.org 
  

Requirements 
 A 300-500 word personal statement 
 3 letters of recommendations 
 All transcripts (photocopies accepted) 
  

Due Date is May 1st 
  

Your entire application must be turned in 
together. Late applications will not be 
accepted. You may submit your completed 
application in 2 ways: 
 
Mail to: First Presbyterian Church 
  ATTN: Scholarship Committee 
  31 E. Vine St. 
  Stockton, CA 95202 
 
E-mail to:  office@fpcstockton.org 
  Subject Line:  
  FPC Scholarship Committee 
 

 

READERS R US 
 
Readers-R-Us Book Club will be reading A 
Long Petal of the Sea by Isabel Allende for 
March. If you'd like to join us, please call 
Kathy White or Janet Sepiol. 

 
  

 



 

The deadline for submission of articles for the  
April Window is March 20th. 

Our Mission Statement: 
 
As God’s family, through Jesus Christ, we seek 
 to know God through prayer, worship, and Bible study 
 to be open to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
 to share God’s love with each other, our community, and the world 

These are two students who have just found out 
from Pastor Diego that they (along with several 
other active church youth) have received 
scholarships to continue their education! Our 
congregation’s last gift to the Presbytery of Urabá 
looks to a brighter future emphasizing aid for the 
youth who will be continuing to lead the clean water 
projects, the tree planting, and serving as mentors 
in the Compassion schools. Stephanie and Mateo 

are the children of Pastor Elkin who lost his life to COVID-19 last Fall leaving his 
family without a home or steady income. Their faces show their gratitude. 

THE JOY OF GIVING IN COLOMBIA 

 

TECH UPDATE TO PREPARE FOR HYBRID WORSHIP 
 
As most know, the last year has been a series of shifts in technology, 
software, and processes to provide for online streaming worship ser-
vices. We recently purchased a high quality camera from PTZOptics, 
which can be remotely controlled. The camera has been mounted on 
the balcony railing. We are currently using a free software called OBS 
which will feed our worship to YouTube Live. This has all been some-
what of a learning experience. Praise God that we now have the abil-
ity to conduct hybrid worship services, with both in-person attendance 
and a streaming option for those unable to attend in person.  

 

ACCESS FPC WORSHIP VIDEOS 
 
To access our worship services online, go to our website: fpcstockton.org, click on 
Ministries, then Worship, and click on the YouTube logo, You’ll automatically be 
directed to FPC’s YouTube channel. 

 
 


