
 

PASTOR ASHLEY’S MESSAGE 

September 

Have you ever wondered about the mosaic which greets us in the 
breezeway between the main building and Koinonia Hall here at First 
Presbyterian Church of Stockton? Curious as a newcomer, I asked around 
when I first arrived and found out that this symbol is a testament to the 
history of our denomination. The image depicted in the mosaic is the 
symbol for the United Presbyterian Church in the United States of America 
(UPCUSA). As some may remember, our current denomination, the 
Presbyterian Church (USA), came into existence in 1983 when the 
UPCUSA merged with the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
(PCUS). This historic merger mended a division that dated back over a 
century to 1861, when the largest Presbyterian denomination in the country 
split into the northern and southern church during the Civil War. It took 122 
years (and one failed attempt in the 1950’s) for them to reunite. 
 
Church history was one of my very first classes at seminary, and I found it strangely comforting to 
know that we Christians (especially protestants) have been dividing and reuniting ourselves for a 
long time. It’s not good, but it is also certainly not new. This knowledge grounds me in this truth 
about humans while also giving me hope for a future we may not yet be able to imagine. Jesus 
continues to lead us and show us the way to reconcile with God and each other when we falter, and 
we are but one part of a story that God is telling through many generations and times of history. My 
reflection on the mosaic in our breezeway humbles me and brings me deep into prayer that we 
would be faithful in the time which we live, however wacky it may be. 

 
These reminders of history and hope are all around us, but we so often 
forget them or don’t notice them in the first place! Recently I was incredibly 
blessed with two weeks of vacation. My heart was greatly refreshed by time 
with friends and family, and I got the chance to worship at the church where 
I grew up in Palos Verdes. St. Peter’s By the Sea (lovingly called St. Pete’s 
by members) was founded in 1959, long before the merger between the 
UPCUSA and the PCUS. As I worshipped along with the rest of the saints in 
the church patio where they are currently holding services, I found myself 
struck by the stained-glass window which looks out on the patio from the 
back of the sanctuary. I have seen it and walked under it more times that I 
can count, and I never stopped to wonder what it meant.  Recognize 
anything? 
 

As is so often the case, it took returning with new eyes to recognize the significance of something I 
had taken for granted my whole life. What a gift and a great reminder that the messages, 
challenges, and encouragements of history are all around us. I wonder if God had a chuckle that I 
finally noticed it. It makes me wonder how many connections we miss on a daily basis, and how 
much meaning is resting all around us  As we face the challenges and joys of our current time, may 
our eyes be opened to the reminders of the grace of Jesus Christ present throughout the years. I 
am so very thankful to be the body of Christ with you all as we run our leg of the race!   
 
Blessings to you, beloved of God! 
Pastor Ashley 
 



 

SUNDAY SERVICE TIME 
 

Our worship services will continue to meet at 
930am on Sunday throughout September. 
 

 

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR  
 

Because worship is now at 9:30am, Coffee Hour 
via Zoom has moved to 11:30am. We hope you 
can join us. The meeting ID number is 885 6468 
4370 or you can call in using the number 669-
900-9128 and put in the meeting ID number just 
like a conference call. 

 

  

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 Sylvia Cavanaugh  September 9 
 Janet Sepiol   September 13 
 Nathan Alessio  September 16 
 Kathi Yeager   September 17 
 Autumn Alessio  September 18 
 Shalise Graves  September 18 
 Sebastian Wright  September 27 
 Bill Alessio   September 30 
 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 Joy & Mike Panzer  September 9 
 

  

ACCESS FPC WORSHIP VIDEOS 
 

To access our worship services online, go to our 
website: fpcstockton.org, click on Ministries, then 
Worship, and click on the YouTube logo. You’ll 
automatically be directed to FPC’s YouTube 
channel. 

 

 
 

The Deacon's Fund 
continues to respond to 
urgent needs. We send 
monthly donations to local 
agencies providing food and 
shelter to the most 

vulnerable in our city.  
 

We invite all to participate as we receive this 
offering on the first Sunday of every month.  
 

Donations can be made through our online giving 
or you can mail a check to the office with 
“Deacons’ Fund” in the memo line. 
 

 

CONGREGATION CARE 
 

Summer is quickly turning to Fall and change 
always follows.  
 
Because of the rapidly increasing number of 
cases of the Delta strain of COVID, the County 
Health Department has suggested that indoor 
gatherings once again wear masks and practice 
social distancing. Session has agreed to follow 
their guidelines and require masks in the church 
building during services. 
 
This also means that our in-person coffee hour 
and potlucks are still on hold. You can continue 
to watch our Sunday morning service on 
YouTube (fpcstockton.org) and the Zoom coffee 
hour starting at 11:30 am on Sunday mornings.  
If you need the Zoom address check your email 
for the bulletin and coffee hour information on 
Thursdays. 
 
Our prayers go out for our members, especially 
those who are home bound or have other needs:  
Gloria Balis, Janette Dones, Don and Mary Lou 
Hover, Janet Lewis, Lee Mecum, Joseph Mills 
and his uncle, Delilah Mason’s family, Cecelia 
Muller, Ruth Strombom, Marj Wall, Harriet 
Washburn, Maria Yee, and Margaret Zuckerman. 
 
If you know of anyone that may need some help 
or visits, please call the church office (465-2653) 
or Sylvia (931-2678). 
 
May God’s Mercy and Peace be with us and all 
those whose lives have been disrupted by fires, 
storms, COVID, and nations in unrest and 
fighting. 
 

  

READERS-R-US 
 

In September, Readers-R-Us book club will be 
reading What a Happy Family by Saumya Dave 
Please call Kathy White or Janet Sepiol if you’d 
like to attend the September 16th meeting. 

 

  

POLLING PLACE 
 

First Pres will be a polling place on Tuesday, 
September 14th. If you need to drop off your 
ballot that day, come by between 7am-8pm. 
 

  



 

FUNDRAISER 
 

We are holding a fundraiser at Rubio’s on 
September 18th, from 5:30-7:30pm.  
 

There are many ways to participate: 
 

You can go to Rubio’s (Stone Creek Center) 
and present the flyer enclosed with this 
newsletter; 
 

You can order online at rubios.com and enter 
the promo code “Donate” at checkout; 
 

You can order through the Rubio’s mobile app 
and enter the promo code “Donate” at 
checkout;  
 

You can post the flyer on Facebook or 
Instagram to help spread the word;  
 

You can email the flyer to your family and 
friends; and 
 

You can copy the flyer in this newsletter and  
give it to friends who might be interested in 
going out for dinner and helping to support First 
Pres. 
 

We will receive 30% of monies received from 
5:30-7:30pm on the 18th of September, so it’s 
an easy and delicious way to help support First 
Pres! 
 

  

COVID VACCINE CLINIC 
 

We are excited to announce that we will be 
hosting a COVID vaccine clinic here on campus 
on September 12th.  
 

Please keep this event in prayer and stay tuned 
for details and possible volunteer opportunities. 
 

A flyer will be sent at a later date. 
 

  

 
 

SESSION UPDATE 
August Meeting 

 

Here are the items that were approved at the 
August Session meeting: 
 
 Having a Rubio’s Fundraiser this Fall 
 Salary increases for Suzi Treganza and 

Cindy Chan 
 Hosting a COVID Vaccination Clinic in 

September 
 A fundraiser for scholarships for students 

at the Colegio Americana in Colombia 
 Asking Support and Endowment to find 

$20,000 to meet expenses for the rest of 
the year. 

 International donation letter to be sent 
before money is disbursed to Mission 
partners 

 Extending Sunday Worship at 9:30 
through September 

 

If you have questions, please speak to a 
Session member or Pastor Ashley. 
 

If you would like to receive a copy of the 
Session meeting packet, please let Suzi 
know.  
 

  

DISASTER RELIEF  
 

Our Presbytery sent $10,000 from the 
Presbytery’s designated Disaster Relief Fund 
to those who were displaced and/or lost 
homes in the Dixie Fire.  This depleted that 
fund. Now the Caldor fire has threatened 
23,000 people.  The Presbytery is asking for 
contributions in order to restore the 
designated Disaster Relief fund to be able to 
respond to future needs. Checks (with 
Disaster Relief Fund in the memo line) may 
be written to NCCPresbytery and mailed to  
 

 North Central California Presbytery  
 9983 Folsom Blvd 
 Sacramento, 95827 

 

 

COLOMBIA COLLEGE TUITION 
 

Please see the enclosed flyer for an 
opportunity to support students in Colombia. 



 

First Presbyterian Church of Stockton 
31 E. Vine Street 
Stockton, CA 95202 
 
Phone: 209-465-2653 
Email:  office@fpcstockton.org 
Website: fpcstockton.org 
 
Business Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 8:00am-1:00pm 

The deadline for 
submission of articles for 

the  
October Window is  
September 20th. 

Our Mission Statement: 
 
As God’s family, through Jesus Christ, we seek 
 to know God through prayer, worship, and Bible study 
 to be open to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
 to share God’s love with each other, our community, and the world 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
September 5  Janet Sepiol 
 
September 12 Carol Dietrich 
 
September 19 Bill Alessio 
 
September 26 Gail Herron 


