
 

PASTOR ASHLEY’S MESSAGE 

September 2022 

“Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his 
glory was not clothed like one of these.” - Luke 12:27 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Recently my dog Duncan and I headed north for a week of study, prayer, reflection, and as much 
time in wild places as we could manage. In beautiful Mount Shasta we explored mountaintops and 
lakes, trails and waterfalls, and marveled at the immensity of creation. In the shadow of the fifth 
highest mountain in California, complete with permanent glaciers even in late August, life feels full 
of possibility and wonder. One of the reasons I love hiking and spending time in nature is that 
eventually I start to remember that I am a part of it. I find myself longing to be flexible and 
regenerative like a tree, or free flowing and life-nourishing like water, or like a rock that becomes 
more beautiful and interesting with pressure and time. The calmness, patience, and balance of 
nature connects with something of heaven, where striving will cease and all will be worship and 
delight in God’s presence. 
 

Without fail, lament finds its way to my heart as I remember back to 
my daily life, and the complexity and brokenness that marks our 
human world. I think of intensely difficult decisions and relationships, 
and so much false love and hope that promises the world while 
draining us dry. It’s enough to make me wish for a life more like that 
of my friends the tree, rock, or river. And yet, we humans have feet 
that move and hearts that yearn and spirits that find delight with the 
good while grieving the bad. God gave us things like language and 
families and bodies that build, break, and even dance. We are made 
in the image of a God who is strong like a mountain yet tender like a 
parent soothing a child. We are redeemed by Jesus Christ who is as free flowing as a stream yet 
relationally focused as water brought for the nourishment of each person in need.   

 

In my prayer and reflection in nature, I felt the Holy Spirit assuring 
me that while I cannot be a mountain or leaf, I am made in the 
image of God and more like them than I often realize. Our identity 
comes from the love and care bestowed on us by the One who 
made and is continuing to make us. It is unshakeable as the natural 
beauty of a rainbow trout or red volcanic soil. The work we do 
shows the glory of God and the truth of Christ’s redemption, but it 
could never add or remove our belovedness or place in creation. 
While I’ve never heard from trees in such specific terms, I don’t 
believe that they have many existential crises about their purpose 

and place in this world though the winds blow and the snow falls and the heat rises. They simple 
are, and that is my prayer for us. May we do good work and follow Jesus into the adventures in 
compassion and peacemaking and restoration He has for us, but may we find our core, our identity, 
our eternal home in simply being made and delighted in by God, our beginning and end. Amen. 
 

Thankful as always to be church with you all, 
Pastor Ashley 



 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

 Sylvia Cavanaugh  September 9 
 Janet Sepiol   September 13 
 Nathan Alessio  September 16 
 Kathi Yeager   September 17 
 Autumn Alessio  September 18 
 Shalise Graves  September 18 
 Bill Alessio   September 30 
 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 Joy & Mike Panzer  September 9 
 

   

 
The pantry wants to praise and 
thank the volunteers who faithfully 
help on Wednesdays and at all 
hours throughout the week.  
* We had three new volunteers 

this month…Becky, Nina, and Janet.  
* The Hunts and Craig helped unload Grace & 

Mercy deliveries. 
* Sylvia loaded up her truck at the Emergency 

Food Bank, and Craig, Matt and Daniel 
helped unload.  

* Ashley, Sylvia, and Craig answered Suzi’s 
SOS call when Save Mart had 5 baskets for 
us to pick up. 

* Craig donated boxes of delicious tomatoes. 
* The Allisons, Gail, and Jane donated so many 

things to the office pantry as well as books for 
the book table.  

* Joy Panzer has been a constant supplier of 
needed items to fill homeless bags.  

* Marilyn Yunker faithfully brings bags to use in 
the food pantry and the office. 

* Maurice donated shelf staples monthly.  
* Chris sets up the pantry tables on his lunch 

hour.  
* Josie has been organizing clothes.  
 
Look at how many people I’ve mentioned who 
helped this month alone! And then there are the 
regular Wednesday faithful…Gail, Sylvia, 
Merilyn, Ashley, Tom, Mara, Tamaria, and Suzi. I 
apologize if I've left some important people out.  
 
We are always looking for strong youth as we 
have a lot to lift and carry. We couldn’t do this 
without our wonderful volunteers . THANK YOU 
so much!! 
 

Tola Eley 
 

  

SESSION UPDATE 
 

Session met on Sunday, August 28th.  
 
Items that were discussed included: 
 
 Session approved hiring two new positions: 

Support Custodian and Part-time Children’s 
Ministry Coordinator. 

 Organization continues on our 100th 
Anniversary celebration. 

 Additional scholarships were awarded to 
Sydney Buckley and Christian Simas. A total 
of six scholarships were awarded this year. 

 Session approved a fund raiser “Help Keep the 
Roof Over Our Heads” to help offset the 
$15,000 cost of roof repairs. 

 
If you have questions, please speak to a Session 
member or Pastor Ashley. 
 
If you would like to receive a copy of the Session 
meeting packet, please let Suzi know.  
 

 
 

Our Little Free Library is once 
again receiving a lot of use.  
 
We would love to have some 
children’s books in Spanish. 

Thank you. 
 

 

PLANNING COMMITTEE FOR 
BUILDING’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

 

Join us on September 11th as we continue to plan 
our church building’s 100th anniversary in 2023. 
All are welcome! 
 

  

OFFICE HOMELESS MINISTRY 
 
This month we are in need of “pop-top” proteins 
(soups that are good cold, canned chili, canned 
raviolis, Vienna sausages, tuna, etc.) to include in 
the bags given out during the week to our 
homeless neighbors. Suzi distributes between 10-
12 bags each day.  
 
Thank you for your support of this ministry. 
 

  



 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
 

We are currently hiring for two positions: 
 
Part-Time Support Custodian: This position 
is to support our current custodian, Vic. The 
applicant must be available to work Tuesday 
and Thursdays either from 8am-Noon or 9am-
1pm. Hourly wage is $16.  
 
Part-Time Children’s Ministry Coordinator: 
This position is for someone to develop, 
implement, and promote Sunday School and 
children’s ministry programs. It would require 6 
hours a week, including 2-3 hours on Sunday 
mornings at the church. Hourly wage is $20.  
 
If you know someone who might be interested 
in these positions, please have them contact 
Suzi for more information. 
 

 

HARRIET WASHBURN 
MEMORIAL 

 

The Memorial for our long time 
member, Harriet Washburn, will 
be held on Saturday, September 
10th, at 2pm in our Sanctuary.  
 

 

YTD FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Total Pledged Income—Budget $  82,786.69 
Total Pledged Income—Actual $  67,959.40 
              ($  14,827.29) 
You should have recently received a Second 
Quarter Giving Statement. If possible, we would 
appreciate your bringing your pledge current. 
 
Total Income—Budget  $103,757.62 
Total Income—Actual  $136,850.80 
              ($  33,093.18) 
This amount includes $30,000 from Support & 
Endowment to relieve the deficit. 
 
Total Expenses—Budget  $140,064.52 
Total Expenses—Actual  $130,217.46 
     $    9,847.06 
 

  

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
 

August was a month of change for First 
Presbyterian Church. The weather was up 
and down (mostly up!), active COVID cases 
seemed to dwindle, but are back, and 
changes in our membership have occurred. 
 
We were saddened to hear that our dear 
friend Harriet Washburn passed away at her 
granddaughter’s in Florida at the age of 102. 
We are happy to know that she is now in her 
Heavenly Home. Prayers for her family as 
they grieve. 
 
Another faithful couple have left us. Don and 
Mary Lou Hover moved to Oregon to be near 
their daughter Gail. We helped pack them up 
and send them off and are awaiting word on 
how they are doing in their new home. 
Prayers of thanksgiving for a safe move, and 
for peace and comfort as they make the 
adjustment to a new home. 
 
Several of our members have some health 
issues. Lee Mecum is undergoing tests for his 
stomach problems. John Vaughn’s shoulder 
surgery was successful and he is now 
recuperating. Charlie Briggs is having some 
problems with his medications. Ruth 
Strombom is in quarantine for COVID but has 
been doing some walking with an aid and 
getting stronger. Prayers for healing and 
strength for all of them, and any others who 
need God’s care. As always, cards or calls 
are appreciated. 
 
Many of our congregation have family 
members or friends who are facing health 
issues. Please see the list in Sunday’s bulletin 
or online and keep them in your prayers. If 
you know of someone who needs our help, 
please let me or the office know. 
 
God’s Blessing on you all. 
 
Sylvia Cavanaugh 
Chair, Congregational Care Committee 

 

  

 



 

SESSION CONSIDERING 
JOINING COVENANT NETWORK 

 
At their August meeting Session decided 
to seek congregational feedback about the 
possibility of joining the Covenant Network 
of Presbyterians. Our church would simply 
affirm the statement below and join 
churches across the country which are 
working to be a welcoming place for those 
of different gender identities and sexual 
orientations. Please check out their 
website at covnetpres.org if you would like 
to learn more about their work. 
 
Confident in God’s hopeful future and 
grateful for the ever-widening welcome of 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the 
Covenant Network of Presbyterians seeks 
an equity still not fully realized for 
LGBTQIA+ people in church and society, 
by  
 Engaging the church to invite all of 

God’s children into safe and welcoming 
congregational spaces of affirmation, 
healing, dignity and purpose;  

 Educating the church to expand our 
welcome of LGBTQIA+ people, to 
affirm their gifts for ordained office, and 
to uphold marriage equality for all; and  

 Equipping the church to bear 
witness to justice through advocacy 
and activism at the international, 
national and local church levels; 
speaking a prophetic word in anxious 
and divided times; and standing with 
others in fighting hate and oppression 
against any of God’s children.  

 
The Covenant Network of 
Presbyterians calls the church 
to bear a unified witness to 
generous hospitality and faithful 
justice.  

 
Please reach out to Pastor Ashley or a 
Session member with any questions or 
thoughts. 

ACCESS FPC WORSHIP VIDEOS 
 
To access our worship services online, go 
to our website: fpcstockton.org, click on 
Ministries, then Worship, and click on the 
YouTube logo. You’ll automatically be di-
rected to FPC’s YouTube channel. 

 
 

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR 
 
Please join us for Coffee Hour via Zoom 
at 1:00pm on Sundays. The meeting ID 
number is 879 5305 9034 or you can call 
in using the number 669-900-9128 and 
put in the meeting ID number just like a 
conference call. This information is also 
emailed every week. 
 

  

OCTOBER WINDOW 
 
the deadline for submission of articles for 
the October Window is September 20th. 
 

  

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
September 4  Carol Dietrich 
September 11 Janet Sepiol 
September 18 Charlie Briggs 
September 25 Bill Alessio 
 
If you are interested in serving as a Wor-
ship Assistant, please contact Suzi. 

  


