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When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?” 

 
But when he (Jesus) heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no 

need of a physician, but those who are sick. 
 
Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not 

sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous but sinners.”  Matthew 9:11-13 
 
The passage above gives us an extraordinary window into Jesus’ mindset about his ministry. When 
questioned about his choice to eat with tax collectors and sinners, Jesus explains his focus and 
intention. Thankfully for us, Jesus has come not for the righteous, but sinners; not for the healthy, 
but for the sick. Our Savior will always be found where the need is because that is why he has 
come. As followers of Christ, I believe that is why we find deep meaning in helping others in times 
of need and why we are so deeply unsettled by the presence of suffering and despair. The one we 
worship did not come to sit on a throne, but around tables with the people he came to save. 
Following that Savior means taking our seat at the table, resting in Jesus' love, and experiencing 
the joy of sharing it with those around us. The clarity of Jesus' purpose gives us assurance, 
direction, and courage to live our lives in faith. 
 
Recently our Presbytery asked our congregation to respond to three questions about our purpose 
and focus, using this passage as an example of how helpful it is to have a clear understanding of 
our vision. Three questions were asked, and the elders currently serving on Session offered the 
responses below. These questions will keep getting asked over time and the answers are far from 
complete, but I wanted to share them with you.   
 

What are three words or short phrases that best describe your faith community’s core values/
sense of calling at this time in the life of your faith community? 

  Service, Community, Welcome/Inclusion 
In light of the values and commitments of your faith community, what are your primary 

population and ministry focuses? Specifically, for whom and where are you trying or hoping 
to make a difference? 

  Our neighborhood and wider community, partners in Colombia, international 
mission, our church family, our city  

With all that has taken place over the past few years, what areas of your faith community’s 
ministry need to be reshaped, reconsidered or replaced, to continue to witness to God’s 
calling? 

  Financial picture, community engagement, online presence, building care and 
usage, outreach to neighborhood and new people 

 
I would be very curious to hear if you agree or disagree with the responses. How do you see the 
purpose and focus of our congregation? Is something missing from the responses above? One of 
the values that continually guides us as Presbyterians is the belief that we understand the will of 
God best when we come together as a community with our many voices, backgrounds, 
perspectives, and gifts. A church’s ministry is always the work of its people, and I am so very 
thankful to be walking the road with all of you. May these questions and our continued prayerful 
discernment clarify and encourage us on the path where Jesus is leading our church. 
 
Grace and peace to you, 
Pastor Ashley 



 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

 Joseph Mills  August 14 
 Willy Buckley  August 17 
 Doug Hunt  August 17 
 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 Gail & George Herron August 13 
 Janet & Jim Sepiol  August 19 
 Merilyn & John Vaughn August 31 
 

   

FOOD PANTRY 
 
Thank you all who donate items and time to the 
food pantry. We could not do this ministry without 
your support. 
 

If you know of a youth or young adult who would 
like to give to their community, please invite them 
to help us at the food pantry every Wednesday. 
We have really appreciated the strength of 
Joshua and Benjamin Castro and Chase and 
Ryan Hanker during the Summer. 
 

If you have more fruits and vegetables in your 
garden than you and your family can eat, please 
consider donating them to our food pantry. Fresh 
food is one of the hardest items to get donated. 
 

We are in need of canned fruit as well this month. 
 

Tola Eley 
 

  

READERS-R-US 
 

For August, Book Club will be reading Cloud 
Cuckoo Land by Anthony Doerr. If you are 
interested in attending, please contact Janet 
Sepiol. 
 

  

PLANNING COMMITTEE FOR 
BUILDING’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

 

Join us on August 14th after worship as we 
continue to plan our church building’s 100th 
anniversary in 2023. All are welcome! 
 

  

ACCESS FPC WORSHIP VIDEOS 
 
To access our worship services online, go to our 
website: fpcstockton.org, click on Ministries, then 
Worship, and click on the YouTube logo. You’ll 
automatically be directed to FPC’s YouTube 
channel. 

 
 

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR 
 
Please join us for Coffee Hour via Zoom at 
1:00pm on Sundays. The meeting ID number is 
879 5305 9034 or you can call in using the 
number 669-900-9128 and put in the meeting ID 
number just like a conference call. This 
information is also emailed every week. 

 
  

SESSION UPDATE 
 

Session met on Sunday, July 24th. We had a 
guest from Presbyterian Foundation. Maggie 
Harmon, Ministry Relations Officer for the 
Southwest. She gave a presentation related to 
church life cycles and renewal. 
 
Items that were discussed included: 
 Three questions from the Presbytery were 

answered. 
 An Ad Hoc committee will be formed to look at 

alternatives for the lawn on El Dorado. If you 
are interested, contact Cheryl Hunt. 

 The date of the next 100th Birthday 
Celebration Committee was set for August 
14th immediately following worship. 

 
If you have questions, please speak to a Session 
member or Pastor Ashley. 
 
If you would like to receive a copy of the Session 
meeting packet, please let Suzi know.  
 

 
 

Our Little Free Library is once 
again receiving a lot of use.  
 
We would love to have some 
children’s books in Spanish. 

Thank you. 
 

 
 



 

FAMILY PROMISE UPDATE 
 

Family Promise currently has two families in the 
program. They continue to use our shower 
while the Day Center is being renovated. 
Please keep the current host congregations in 
your prayers as well as the Family Promise staff 
and families.  
 
Save the date for the Day Center Celebration 
on September 29th, 5:30pm, Zion Lutheran 
Church.  
 

 

SAYING GOODBYE TO ETHAN 
 

On Sunday, July 31st, we held a farewell BBQ 
for our organist/pianist, Ethan Albala.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ethan is the Choir Director 
at Westin Ranch High School. Pastor Ashley 
presented him with a check for his program in 
the amount of $1,090. Thank you to all who 
donated to this fund.  
 
We will miss Ethan and his musical talent. 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
 

It is hard to believe that July is already gone, 
and summer is disappearing quickly. The one 
thing not going quickly is the COVID virus. A 
new variant has sidelined many with positive 
tests. Luckily, it does not cause the illness 
that the early strains did, but it means we are 
still wearing masks and being quarantined.  
We will not be able to serve home communion 
again this month, in order to keep everyone 
safe. 
 

As I write this Marj Wall has been tested 
COVID positive and can have no visitors.  
Cards or calls would be much appreciated.  
Also, Mary Lou and Don Hover need to be 
remembered with calls, cards, visits, and 
prayers. Mary Lou took another tumble and 
then spent a couple of days in St. Joe’s 
getting checked out. 
 

Our prayers are also with Jane Knoop, who 
had more eye surgery recently. Joseph Mills’ 
uncle is home from the hospital, and he, 
Joseph, and Alani still need our prayers for 
medical problems.  
 

We welcome John and Merilyn Vaughn back 
from their stay In Colorado and pray that 
John’s shoulder is doing better. It will be 
wonderful to have the choir back singing 
again in our services. On a sad note, we said 
farewell to Ethan Albala and his wonderful 
musical talent. We thank him for helping us 
get thru the difficult years of COVID with our 
online services and wish him and his family 
God’s blessings. 
 

There are many more people in our 
congregation who need our prayers. Please 
consider helping to cheer them by making a 
call or sending a card in addition to your 
prayers. If there is someone in our church 
community that you know needs help, please 
let the office or me know. 
 

God’s Blessing on you all. 
 

Sylvia Cavanaugh 
Chair, Congregational Care Committee 

 

  
 



 

First Presbyterian Church of Stockton 
31 E. Vine Street 
Stockton, CA 95202 
Phone: 209-465-2653 
Email:  office@fpcstockton.org 
Website: fpcstockton.org 
Business Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 8:00am-1:00pm 

The deadline for submission 
of articles for the  

September Window is  
August 20th. 

Our Mission Statement: 
 
As God’s family, through Jesus Christ, we seek 
 to know God through prayer, worship, and Bible study 
 to be open to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
 to share God’s love with each other, our community, and the world 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

August 7 Craig Holmes 
August 14 Gail Herron 
August 21 Merilyn Vaughn 
August 28 Sylvia Cavanaugh 


