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2nd Sunday After Epiphany     January 15, 2023 
 

~Gathering the Family of God~ 
 
Prelude               Jun Lee 
(All are invited to enjoy the Prelude as part of our worship service. We request 
that voices are kept to a whisper to allow for a meditative atmosphere.) 
 
Introit   O Worship the Lord           Temple Choir 
 
Welcome/Call to Worship        Bill Alessio 
One: We gather to worship God our loving parent, who gathers us up in the  
 sturdy and tender arms of unconditional love 
All: Some of us come weeping with loss, and some come laughing with  
 joy. We come with both broken and grateful hearts, clear and  
 cluttered minds 
One: With wonder we find that there is space for all that we bring and all that  
 we are here at the foot of the cross.   
All: In faith, we come to worship, drawing near to Jesus Christ, seeking  
 rest and renewal for our souls 
One: Amen, let us wake up our spirits to sing! 
 
Gathering Hymn   Will You Come and Follow Me  #726 
(All are invited to stand in body or spirit)       v. 1-3 & 5 
V.1. “Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? Will you go where  
 you don’t know and never be the same? Will you let my love be shown;  
 will you let my name by known; will you let my life be grown in you and  
 you in me?” 
  
V.2. “Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? Will you care for  
 cruel and kind and never be the same? Will you risk the hostile stare  
 should your life attract or scare? Will you let me answer prayer in you and  
 you in me?” 
  
V.3. “Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? Will you set the  
 prisoners free and never be the same? Will you kiss the leper clean, and  
 do such as this unseen, and admit to what I mean to you and you in me?” 
V.5. Lord, your commons echoes true when you but call my name. Let me  
 turn and follow you and never be the same. In your company I’ll go where  
 your love and footsteps show. Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you  
 and you in me. 
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Call to Reconciliation       Bill Alessio 
One: In a culture that so often demands perfection or at least the appearance  
 of it, admitting we need forgiveness and help is a revolutionary act.  
 Trusting in God’s great love that enfolds us before we could ever earn it,  
 let us lay down our burdens in honesty. 
All: Creative and loving God, you have searched us and known us and  
 all that we are is open to you. We confess that we have sinned: we  
 have put up walls between ourselves and you, closing our hearts to  
 your gifts and calls to faithfulness. We put up walls between each  
 other, allowing differences, discomfort, and defensiveness to justify  
 hatred and dismissal of our neighbors. Jesus, forgive us and help  
 us to see ourselves and each other as you see us, taking your hand  
 as we trust you to lead on the road laid before us. Amen. 
 
A Moment For Contemplation 
(This single minute of quiet is offered to encourage you to share your personal 
thoughts with God as well as listen to God through the presence of the Holy 
Spirit.) 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness      Bill Alessio 
One: Friends, hear and believe the good news of the gospel. 
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  Hallelujah! 
 
Response of Praise  Step by Step     #743 
(All are invited to stand in body or spirit) 
 O God, you are my God, and I will ever praise you. O God, you are my  
 God, and I will ever praise you. I will seek you in the morning, and I will  
 learn to walk in your ways. And step by step you’ll lead me, and I will  
 follow you all of my days. 
 
Passing of the Peace                 Bill Alessio 
One: Let there not be strangers here, but friends and fellow travelers joined  
 together by the God who knows each of us by name. May the peace of  
 Jesus Christ our Messiah be with you all. 
All: And also with you 
One: Amen. Let us turn and greet each other with Christ’s peace. 
(Please feel free to pass the peace as you feel comfortable. If you would like to 
refrain from physical contact, please remain in the pew to indicate this 
preference.) 
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Anthem   We Remember You    Temple Choir 
 
Children’s Message & Blessing 
 

~Hearing God’s Word~ 
 
Prayer for Understanding God’s Word         Bill Alessio 
One: Holy Spirit, we ask that you open our hearts and minds to receive this  
 reading of scripture. May we hear what you are saying to us today. Amen. 
 
Lesson from the Psalms Psalm 40:1-13       Bill Alessio 
 One: The Word of the Lord  All: Thanks be to God 
 
Lesson from the Early Church 1 Corinthians 1:1-9     Pastor Alex 
 One: The Word of the Lord  All: Thanks be to God 
 
Message    How You Holding Up?     Pastor Alex 
 
Reflection Song   I Need Thee Every Hour   #735 v 1, 2 3 

(All are invited to stand in body or spirit) 
V.1. I need thee every hour, most gracious Lord; no tender voice like thine  
 can peace afford. 
 

Refrain I need thee, O I need thee, every hour I need thee! O bless me  
  now, my Savior—I come to thee! 
 

V.2. I need thee every hour; stay thou near by; temptations lose their power 
 when thou art nigh. (Refrain) 
 

V.3. I need thee every hour; teach me thy will, and thy rich promises in me  
 fulfill. (Refrain) 
 

~Responding in Faith~ 
 
Invitation to the Offering        Janet Sepiol 
Introduction of 100

th
 Anniversary Event Fundraiser 

 
Special Music   Emmanuel             Tom & Karen Keene 
 
Joys & Concerns 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we  
 forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  
 Amen. 
 

~Going Forth to Serve God~ 
 

Sending Hymn   Guide My Feet       #741 v. 1,2,5,6 
(All are invited to stand in body or spirit)  
V.1. Guide my feet while I run this race; guide my feet while I run this race;  
 guide my feet while I run this race, for I don’t want to run this race in  
 vain! 
 
V.2. Hold my hand while I run this race; hold my hand while I run this race;  
 hold my hand while I run this race, for I don’t want to run this race in  
 vain. 
 
V.5. Search my heart while I run this race; search my heart while I run this  
 race; search my heart while I run this race, for I don’t want to run this  
 race in vain 
 
V.6. Guide my feet while I run this race; guide my feet while I run this race;  
 guide my feet while I run this race, for I don’t want to run this race in  
 vain! 
 
Benediction 
 
Choral Amen              Temple Choir 
 
Postlude              Jun Lee 
(All are invited to enjoy the Postlude as part of our worship service. If you 
choose to leave during the Postlude, please do so silently.) 
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Announcements 
 
Today’s Guest Pastor. Alex Vaiz is a third generation pastor. He’s been in ministry 
since 1990, starting as a youth Pastor in Los Angeles, CA. Five years later after 
graduating from Bible college, he married his wife Liz and took a Senior Pastor 
position in the Fresno area where he pastored and advocated for a Latin American 
immigrant congregation. Later in 2001, he took a pastorate in Sacramento, Ca; then 
transitioned in 2008 and planted alongside his wife, their first church. Now he’s co-
planting once again with his wife, a New Worshipping Community named Casas De 
Paz/Houses of Peace; it’s a bilingual community utilizing the house church model. 
They’ve done this in partnership with PCUSA’s 1001 New Worshipping Communities 
and NCCP. Alex is pursuing at the moment his ordination with PCUSA, to be of greater 
usefulness to the local presbytery. He has been married to Liz Vaiz for 27 years. His 
three sons are Caleb 23, Nathan 21 and Jared 14. His favorite scripture is on justice 
and it reads, “He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require 
of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?” 
Micah 6:8 NRSV 
 
New here? In the Blue Room (by the entry to the Sanctuary) there are cards 
posted on the bulletin board to fill out with your contact info and any prayer requests. 
Just drop it in the offering plate or give to any usher. 
 
There will not be a Zoom Coffee Hour this Sunday. 
 
Join us for the weekly Prayer Gathering on Thursdays at 10am. We currently gather 
either in the Parlor or Geneva. Masks are optional. 
 
Call to the Congregational Meeting. There will be a Congregational Meeting on 
Sunday, January 29th, immediately following worship.  The following business will be 
conducted: 
 
 Receive the 2023 Budget and the 2022 Annual Report 
 Vote on the proposed change to the Pastoral Terms of Call 
 Election of continuing Elders 
 Annual Corporate Meeting 
 
The Office is closed Monday, January 16th, in observance of Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Day. 
 
34th Anniversary of Cleveland School Shooting. There will be a Vigil & 
Ceremony on Tuesday, January 17, 2023, at 5pm, at the Children’s Museum of 
Stockton (402 W. Weber Ave.). Honoring all lives lost to gun violence. If you plan to 
attend and have lost someone to gun violence, please feel free to bring a photo. If you 
have questions, please contact Becky Cameron at 209-499-8033. 
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Requested Prayers 
 
The Church Office and members of the church receive several prayer requests 
each week. Please pray for: 
 
 Tola Eley is asking for prayers for her relatives in North Carolina. Her cousin 

Jon’s wife had a stroke on Christmas night. Julianne is 34 and paralyzed on 
her left side. They are waiting for placement in a rehab facility. 

 Prays of healing for Frances McPherson-Mendez . She is in the hospital in 
Modesto being treated for circulation problems and blood clots. 

 Mark Hochhalter's friend Ben went to be with the Lord last Thursday. Please 
uphold in prayer his wife Leta and all friends and family who knew Ben and 
loved him and will miss him, praying for peace and strength and comfort. 

 Last week a business in the building where Don Strongman lives had a 
Molotov cocktail explosion. Please lift up those who were evacuated and 
pray that repairs can be made to the affected business.  Pray that God would 
move in the hearts of those who perpetrated this crime. 

 Carol Deitrich's mom has tested positive for COVID along with some others 
in her care facility. She presently has no symptoms, thankfully. Pray for quick 
and easy recovery. 

 Mary Lou had oral surgery last week. Pray for healing and continue prayers 
for her as she grieves Don's passing and misses him. 

 Pray that the wind and rain will not cause injury to people or damage to 
property. Lift up the family and friends of the woman in Sacramento who died 
from a tree falling on her tent Saturday evening  

 Prayers for Tola Eley’s friends Deb and Rick. He had a stroke a couple of 
months ago and has a brain tumor. He is now paralyzed on his left side and 
awaiting MRI results. 

 
 
 
If you have a prayer request, please contact the Church Office or Pastor Ashley. 
Joys and concerns are added to the prayer list of the people who have signed 
up to be members of the WE CARE PRAYER TEAM. If you would like to be a 
part of the WE CARE PRAYER TEAM, contact Cheryl Hunt or call the Church 
Office. 
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First Presbyterian Church of Stockton 
31 E. Vine St. 

Stockton, CA 95202 
209-465-2653 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9am-1pm 
www.fpcstockton.org 

Email: office@fpcstockton.org 
 

                                                     Like us on 
 

                                                  Follow Us on  
                              http://fpcstockton.org/ videos/ 
   or on YouTube at  
  @FirstPresbyterianStockton 
 
Board of Elders (Session)—Committee Chair 
 Bill Alessio—Personnel 
 Sylvia Cavanaugh—Congregational Care 
 Carol Dietrich—Fellowship and Finance, Buildings & Grounds 
 Gail Herron—Stewardship 
 Craig Holmes—Support & Endowment 
 Cheryl Hunt—Mission 
 Kim Roider—Christian Education and Scholarship 
 Wilfred Tamon—Nominating 
 Clerk:  Janet Sepiol 
 Pastor:  Rev. Ashley M. Love 
 
Ministers—all the members of the church 
 
 

First Presbyterian Church is committed to loving and serving all people, 
including those from diverse generations, cultural and socioeconomic 

backgrounds, gender identities, sexual orientations, and life experiences. 
Whatever your story, you are welcomed by Jesus Christ  

and by this church family. 
 
 
Copyright permission is granted through CCLI 477436  
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