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6th Sunday of Easter                         May 9, 2021 
 

~Gathering the Family of God~ 
 
Prelude 
 
Ringing of the Historic Church Bell 
 
Welcome/Call to Worship from Psalm 98:4-9          Pastor Ashley 
One: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 
    break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 
 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 
    with the lyre and the sound of melody. 
 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
    make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD. 
 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
    the world and those who live in it. 
 Let the floods clap their hands; 
    let the hills sing together for joy 
 at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming 
    to judge the earth. 
 He will judge the world with righteousness, 
    and the peoples with equity 
 
*Gathering Hymn  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling    #366 v.1-3 
V.1. Love divine, all loves excelling. Joy of heaven, to earth come down, fix in  
 us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown. Jesus, thou art all  
 compassion; pure, unbounded love thou art; visit us with thy salvation;  
 enter every trembling heart. 
V.2. Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast; let us all  
 in thee inherit; let us find the promised rest. Take away the love of  
 sinning; Alpha and Omega be; end of faith, as its beginning, set our  
 hearts at liberty. 
V.3. Come, Almighty, to deliver; let us all thy life receive; suddenly return, and  
 never, never more thy temples leave. Thee we would be always blessing,  
 serve thee as thy hosts above, pray, and praise thee without ceasing,  
 glory in thy perfect love. 
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*Call to Reconciliation      Kathy White 
One: 1 John 1:8-9 says that “if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,  
 and the truth is not in us, but if we confess our sins, God is faithful and  
 just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”   
 Let us bring our burdens to Christ with honesty and hope. 
All: Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in  
 thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we  
 have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart and  
 soul and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as  
 ourselves. In your mercy, forgive what we have been, help us  
 amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, so that we may  
 delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy  
 name. 
 
A Moment For Contemplation 
(This single minute of quiet is offered to encourage you to share your personal 
thoughts with God as well as listen to God through the presence of the Holy 
Spirit.) 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness          Kathy White 
One: Friends, lift up your heads and know you are loved. Last week we read  
 in 1 John 4 that “In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved  
 us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.” By God’s  
 great grace, we can be assured that we are forgiven. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace       Kathy White 
One: Having received such an amazing gift of grace and peace in Jesus  
 Christ, let us share it with each other. May the peace of our Savior Jesus  
 Christ be with you all. 
 
 Let’s share the peace of Christ with each other, with a wave or a text or  
 any greeting that is available to us. Here are a couple of friends to show  
 us how it’s done. 
 
Children’s Check In        
 
Anthem    
 
 



4 

~Hearing God’s Word~ 
 

Prayer for Understanding God’s Word              Kathy White 
One: Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us. Prepare us to hear your word  
 and respond in faithfulness, we pray. Amen. 
 
New Testament Reading 1 John 4:18-21           Kathy White 
One: The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Lesson    John 15:9-17                Pastor Ashley 
One: The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Message               Pastor Ashley 
 
Reflection Song  I Love You Lord             Instrumental 
 I love you Lord, and I lift my voice to worship you; O my soul, rejoice.  
 Take joy, my King, in what you hear; may it be a sweet, sweet sound in  
 your ear. 
 
Invitation to Joyful Giving 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
All: Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we  
 forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  
 Amen. 

 
 ~Going Forth to Serve God~ 

 
*Sending Hymn   Lord, I Want to Be a Christian         #729 v 1,2&4 
V.1 Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart, in my heart; Lord, I want to be  
 a Christian in my heart. In my heart, in my heart, Lord I want to be a  
 Christian in my heart. 
V.2. Lord, I want to be move loving in my heart, in my heart; Lord, I want to  
 be more loving in my heart. In my heart, in my heart, Lord, I want to be  
 more loving in my heart. 
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V.4. Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart, in my heart; Lord, I want to be  
 like Jesus in my heart. In my heart, in my heart, Lord, I want to be like  
 Jesus in my heart. 
 
*Benediction 
 
*Postlude 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Announcements 
 
Join us for Coffee Hour via Zoom at noon on Sundays, following our service. 
The meeting ID number is 863 0294 3719 or you can call in using the number 
(669)900-9128 and put in the meeting ID number just like a conference call. See 
your email for a clickable link. 
 
The Tuesday evening Book Club continues with the study “Jesus has risen, 
now what?” which is a study of the Book of Acts. This study takes place via 
Zoom from 7-8pm. Information is on the church’s website and will also be sent 
via email every Monday during the study. Questions? Ask Kim Roider. 
 
We are pleased to announced that we have exceeded our goal for the repair our 
stained glass windows! Thank you to all who made this possible. 
 
The mid-week Prayer Gathering is back! Join us on Thursday mornings at 10am 
in Callistro Park for an informal gathering. Bring a lawn chair or a blanket and 
your mask. 
 
We hope to start a Membership Class in May. If you are interested, please call 
the Office and let Suzi know. 
 
Family Promise of San Joaquin is holding a gift card drive during the 
months of April and May for students in the four largest school districts in the 
county who are homeless. $5 or $10 gift cards from Family Dollar, Dollar 
General, the 99 Cent Store, or Grocery Outlet are especially useful. Cards from 
McDonald’s or Starbucks are welcome too—fast food and free Wi-Fi. You can 
donate cards or cash directly to Family Promise of San Joaquin County, bring 
them to church and place them in the offering plate, or bring them to the Church 
Office. If you have an accumulation of unused gift cards, consider donating one 
or two.  
 
Lectionary, May 16th: 
 Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 and Psalm 1 ~ 1 John 5:9-13 ~ John 17:6-19 
 
If you have a prayer request, please contact the Church Office or Pastor Ashley. 
Joys and concerns are added to the prayer list of the people who have signed 
up to be members of the WE CARE PRAYER TEAM. If you would like to be a 
part of the WE CARE PRAYER TEAM, contact Cheryl Hunt or call the Church 
Office. 
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Requested Prayers 
 
The Church Office and members of the church receive several prayer requests each 
week. Please pray for: 
 
 We pray for healing for those in our congregation facing medical challenges and 

upcoming procedures: Lee Mecum, Don Hover, Ramon Becerra, Karen Hathorn, 
and Charlie Briggs. For Natalie, Sylvia Martin’s daughter, who is in the hospital. For 
Joseph Mills’ Uncle Richard who is facing medical challenges. 

 We continue to pray for comfort for the Tamon family in the loss of a very special 
husband and father. We pray that violence will stop, so he can be buried in his 
hometown. 

 Prayers for Merilyn Vaughn’s work colleague, Pam, whose husband was diagnosed 
with Stage 4 cancer. 

 Prayers for Suzanne Mecum who is in the ICU at St. Joseph’s Hospital with gastro-
intestinal issues.  

 We pray for healing for Gretchen Louden recovering from surgery. 
 Prayers for Alice Callistro’s sister-in-law Linda Callistro Williamson and her family 

as they navigate a diagnosis of stage 4 lung cancer. 
 Prayers for Eleanor Lawrence’s friend, Candi, with swelling in her ankles and legs 

that doctors are having a hard time figuring out. She also requests prayers for the 
family of Roger, a longtime friend, who died suddenly on Saturday. 

 Cecilia Muller requests prayers for her grandson Jared with his school and 
workload. 

 Prayers of comfort and peace to all who are grieving. Prayers of comfort for Gloria 
Balis on the passing of Lee on April 7th.  

 We ask for healing and restoration for all those who face medical challenges, 
especially COVID-19 and the after effects of the virus:  

 The Roiders' friend Rick Francis and his family as he transitions to stopping  
  treatment for cancer; that he might find comfort and peace, surrounded  
  by the love of family and friends. 
 Kim Roider’s cousin whose Parkinson’s disease progressing. 
 Gretchen Louden’s friend Judy, after an additional recent seizure 
 Michelle Thompson, Cynthia Allison’s sister’s daughter-in-law, who will start  
  radiation treatment for a recent cancer diagnosis.  
 Mara Duffy’s daughter and her family in Honolulu as they who work through 
  COVID restrictions at work and at home.  
 Carol Dietrich’s daughter & son-n-law, Heather and Matt, as they recover from  
  COVID. 
 Sylvia Martin’s friend’s daughter, Shelly, and her friend Molly, who both have  
  COVID. 
 We lift up the Zarate family and our partners in Colombia In prayer as they grieve 

the loss of Teresita, a beloved wife, mother, educator, and pillar in the community. 
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First Presbyterian Church of Stockton 
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Stockton, CA 95202 
209-465-2653 
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Clerk of Session   Elder Kathy White 
Office Manager:   Suzi Treganza 
Custodian:    Victor Naranjo 
Bookkeeper:    Cindy Chan 
Music Team:    John Vaughn 
     Ethan Albala 
Nursery Attendant:   Kelly Coffey 
Pastor:     Rev. Ashley M. Love 
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