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Wednesday 'April 1, 2026 
No Services 
No Midweek Meal 
No L.I.F.E. Classes 

April 2 - Maundy Thursday 
7:00 pm Service 

April 3 - Good Friday 
12:00 Noon Service 
7:00 pm Service 

Ap�l5- EasterSunday 
7:00 am Sunrise Service 
Potluck Breakfast 
10:30 am Service 

April 9 - Ruth Circle mtg. 

April 11- Celebration of 
Life service Phyllis Chumbley 

April 13- Qtrly LWML mtg. 
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From the From Ashes to New Life: Honest Repentance Finds 
Pastor's Desk Its Answer at the Empty Tomb

As we step from the solemn days of Lent into the radi-
ant dawn of Easter, the journey of honest repentance reaches its joyful fulfill-
ment. This Lenten season, we have walked through six themes drawn from the 
Easter Vigil readings-Law, Chaos, Faith, Repentance, Purification, and Salva-
tion. Together they have called us not to hide from our sin like Adam, but to sit 
honestly in the ashes, grieving how we have wrecked the good life God de-
signed for us. We have seen God's law not as a crushing burden but as loving 
boundaries where life flourishes. We have faced the chaotic waters of wrath and 

doubt, learning that faith holds fast to God's promises even when they seem 
contradicted by our circumstances. We have watched the fire of repentance 
consume our old selves or burn away only the ropes that bind our truest de-
sires, so that we become more fully human, not less. 
Yet none of this would be possible without Easter. On Good Friday we will 
stand at the cross and watched the temple of Christ's body return to dust under 
the ancient curse: "Dust you are, and to dust you will return." The weight of 
our s in- the  rubble of our ruined "houses," the chaos that overwhelms us, the 
ropes that twist our noblest impulses-pressed down on Him completely. For 
three days the tomb held what looked like final defeat. 
But Sunday morning is coming. The stone is rolled away. The tomb is empty. 
The One who had been consumed by wrath rose again, untouched by death's 
final claim. In that moment, every Lenten truth was answered. The same pow-
er that separated the waters at Creation and at the Red Sea now opens a path 
through death itself. The promise that was stronger than Abraham's anxiety is 
now proven unbreakable. The fire that purifies does not destroy us because 
Christ has already stood in it for us. Continue . . . . .  
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This is the daily reality the Small Catechism calls "the daily use of baptism." Every morning we die again 
with Christ in honest repentance; every morning we rise with Hirn in newness of life. Sin no longer de-
fines us. The old Adam drowns, and the new man-fully alive, free, and human as God intended-steps 
forward. 
So this Easter, let the empty tomb be more than a story. Let it be your story. Whatever rubble, chaos, or 
ropes you carried through Lent, bring them to the risen Lord. He has already turned them into resurrection 
ground. Walk out of the tomb with Hirn into spring's green hope and the full, abundant life He promised: 
"I came that they might have life, and have it to the full" (John 10:10). 
May this Easter fill your homes and hearts with the same power that raised Jesus-and raises us every 
day. 

• • 

In Christ, 

Pastor Tom Vanderbilt 



.. LAMP Bake Sale 

L.A.M.P. Mission team is having a Bake Sale on Sunday, 
March 29, to help with expenses for their mission trip to Canada 
this summer. 

CANADA MISSION TRIP. Plans have started for a mission trip to 
Canada. The dates have been set July 10-18,  2026. If you are 
interested in being a part of this worthwhile mission please 
contact Steve or Noreen Smith. 641-414-2704 or email 
no1cowdr@yahoo.com 

HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY 

Fanning the Flame: Who's Next? 2 Timothy I :6 

All 9th-12th graders welcome! Come find out how God has 

gifted you and join us for a Bible lesson. Every Sunday at 9:30. 
































