
Hope City Church 
Going Deeper Notes | 07.31.22 
John 11:1-44 | Revelation 3:1-6 

 

7 Churches of Revelation: Sardis | Dead or Alive? 
 

Icebreaker: Where do you feel stuck or hopeless right now? What is keeping you there? What would it take for you to 

let go and finally be free from this stress (even if only in the way you are thinking about this situation you are in)? 

Going Deeper: 
 

1) Something absolutely amazing happens in John 11:1-44 (p. 820, Life Transformation Bible, LTB) 
that radically impacts the people that Jesus shared his life with! What things do you notice when 
you are reading this passage? Take a moment to read the passage a second time. What is God 
revealing to you about your own life as you see what is happening there with Jesus and his friends? 
 

2) There seems to be several places where Jesus’s friends are not on the same page with what he is 
trying to tell them in the moment. What evidence do you see of this in John 11:1-44? Take a 
moment to think about your own life. Where do you feel like you may be on a different page from 
what it is that Jesus is showing you right now? What do you believe God wants you to do 
differently? Who can help you with this? 

 

3) Imagine how Mary and Martha and the others who were there with Jesus must have felt when 
Jesus called out to Lazarus and he literally walks out of the tomb. What does Jesus say to Martha in 
John 11:25-26? And what question does he ask her? Do YOU believe that Jesus can give YOU 
freedom in the situation you find yourself stuck in right now? How can your actions demonstrate 
that you are willing to actually get up and walk out of the “tomb” that you are in?   

 

4) Revelation 3:1-6 (p. 950, LTB) is kind of a difficult passage to read for the Church. It is probably an 
even more difficult passage to hear because Sardis may have felt like they were alive, but Jesus 
was emphatic when he told them quite the contrary—they were actually DEAD! This caution for 
Sardis brings dire implications for us. Where is Jesus calling you out of those places in your life that 
are spiritually dead? How will you choose to obey his promptings so you can experience what it 
means to be spiritually ALIVE?   

 

Action: Dead or Alive? This is hard to think about and even harder to put into practice, but it is possible! Do 

you believe that for yourself and your situation? That God can bring you release from the situation you find 
yourself entrenched in? If Jesus can literally raise Lazarus from the tomb after four days, do you think that he 
really CAN’T do anything about your situation? So, is the burden of proof on Jesus to act on your behalf? Or is 
the burden on you (and me) to COME OUT of our situation? How is God leading you to MOVE right now? It is 
time for you to take action.   
 

Prayer: God, you know how hard this is to face right now, but I truly want your best for my life and for the 

people around me. I know I have become complacent and comfortable in my struggles. I also know you are 
literally weeping (John 11:33, 35, 40; Mathew 9:36) because I choose not to believe that you can do anything 
about this for me right now. I recognize my own weakness and I acknowledge your all-powerful strength. I am 
opening my hands right now and confessing that I cannot do this without you, Lord. Please help me! Give me 
wisdom to know how to respond to you in this season of my life. Surround me with people that will help me, 
Father. Give me your strength to move when I feel paralyzed. Thank you for your unfailing love and grace, 
Jesus! Amen.      
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