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Acts 4:36-37; 9:26-28 | Hebrews 10:23-25 | 1 Thessalonians 2:11-13  
 

The Unknown Difference Maker 
 

Note: We will continue our series in the 7 Churches of Revelation next week. This week we have the 

opportunity to spend time with a couple that has devoted their lives to the health of the Local Church. They 

are ordinary people who have invested in other people in extraordinary ways and apart from their 

encouragement and their examples, Hope City Church would not be here today.  

Icebreaker: As you look in the mirror, where would you say that you have been obedient to follow God’s 

promptings in your own life? And where would you say that you still have room to grow? 

Going Deeper: 
 

1) In Acts 4:36-37 (p. 833, Life Transformation Bible, LTB) what is the name of the person we read 
about there and what was his nickname? If the people around you were to observe the way that 
you live out your relationship with Jesus, as a Christ-follower, what nickname would they give you? 

 

2) There is a crazy connection to the person we just read about from Acts 4:36-37 when we flip over 
to Acts 9:26-28 (p. 838, LTB)! What was that connection between the person from Acts 4:36-37 
and the person from Acts 9:26-28? Why were people afraid of him? In what specific ways do you 
see God changing the lives of the people that He has placed around you? How is your life 
influencing those “God stories” that are developing in the lives of these people?  

 

3) Hebrews 10:23-25 (p. 926, LTB) shares a challenge with the person who will read these words and 
choose to do what it says. Especially now, people all around us are wavering in their faith, wavering 
in their beliefs, because the pressures of this world are ever-increasing! Who has God placed in 
your life to motivate you (reference verse 24) to stand firm in your faith and remain faithful in your 
relationship with Jesus? Who do you know that could really use your encouragement right now? 
Hint: Hope City is FULL of people that could use your encouragement right now!   

   

4) 1 Thessalonians 2:11-13 (p. 905, LTB) talks about this idea that, as Christ-followers, when we say 
“Yes” to God, we actually share in His Kingdom and glory! But in verse 13 we are told to never stop 
thanking God and to continue to let the Word of God work in our lives (as we face the challenges of 
each day). What are you thanking God for right now? How are you, specifically, allowing the Word 
of God to continually work in your life? What are you doing every day to allow this to happen?    

 

Action: There is a connection between our ability to encourage others and our willingness to BE encouraged, 

directly through reading the Word of God. Who will you choose to encourage this week? How will you do 
that? If you are not sure, directly after the service today there will be a BBQ in the café with lots of people you 
do not know. You can sit next to them and ask them to share their story with you. Listen and ask thoughtful 
questions and let the Spirit of God show you how you can bless them.   
 

Prayer: God, thank you for the many ways that you have encouraged me even when I do not notice what 

you are doing right away. Lord, help me to be the kind of person that will encourage the people around me so 
they might see a glimpse of who you are through my actions towards them. Amen.  
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