Hope City U: Can We Trust the Bible?
Part 2

I. We believe the Bible to be the inspired, infallible, authoritative Word of God.
a. Inspired (2 Timothy 3:16)
i. To be God-breathed means that God inspired _____________ of Scripture
ii. God spoke through the Holy Spirit to human writers 
iii. God gave them the words he wanted them to convey while allowing for their varying personalities to come through
iv. The Holy Spirit ensured God’s message was conveyed
b. Infallible (Numbers 23:19)
i. The word infallible means “will not fail” or ”trustworthy”
ii. If God is infallible (unfailing & trustworthy), so is his Word
iii. The Bible is incapable of error as God will always use his Word to bring about his purposes
c. Authoritative (Isaiah 40:8)
i. God is the ultimate authority--above all ___________________ authority
ii. God is the author of the Bible, so it speaks with his authority
iii. Therefore, the Bible is the final authority on faith and practice
iv. The Bible remains true for all generation and all people
v. This implies that our thoughts, beliefs and plans should align with all of Scripture—rather than picking and choosing what we want to follow
d. A new term: Inerrancy
i. To say the Bible is “inerrant” means that it has no errors in the original ___________________________________—but that copies or additional manuscripts may have human errors
ii. An autograph refers to the original text written by the authors in their own hand
iii. A manuscript refers to any copy of the original
II. Bibliographic Evidence: This refers to looking at the manuscripts. Textual critics ask: Is it the same as when it was originally recorded or has it changed over time?
a. When looking at manuscripts (mss), textual critics must keep in mind the:
i. Antiquity-How close it is to the original-generally the oldest mss is most preferred
ii. # of Copies-The more mss one has that are similar the more likely its’ transmission is correct
b. Variants
i. A variant is a difference from one manuscript to another
ii. There are ________________________ variants in the NT manuscripts-more variants than there are words in the New Testament!
iii. We have ________________________manuscripts for the NT (over 5,000 in the original Greek) and every letter difference is a variant 
iv. The more manuscripts you have the more variants you will have but also the more accurate you will be
c. 4 types of variants
i. ________ of variants are viable but not meaningful. They include spelling and nonsense differences including the movable nu
1. Movable nu-similar grammar to our understanding of “a book” or “an apple” (most common grammatical difference)
2. John and Johnn (stylistic difference) 
ii. 19% are Word __________________________ and synonyms
1. Using the name Lord or Jesus (synonyms)
2. Jesus loves John—(word order)
iii. 5% are meaningful but not _______________________________
1. 1 Thess. 2:7, “As apostles of Christ we certainly had a right to make some demands of you, but instead we were like children (nepioi) among you…”
2. Some manuscripts say “we were gentle (epioi) among you…” 
3. One manuscript says we were horses (hippoi) among you…”
iv. Less than __________ (almost a ¼ of 1%) of variants are both meaningful and viable 
1. __________ core doctrine is impacted by these differences
2. Examples: Romans 5:1, 1 John 1:4, Romans 8:2, Philippians 1:14
3. 3rd Edition of the UBS Greek New Testament details alternate Greek readings and rates them on a scale from “A” to “D” with “A” as the most reliable and “D” as the least reliable
4. The more manuscripts you have the more variants you will have but also the more accurate you will be
5. We are closer to the original autographs than ever before!

Responding To The 2 Main Objections People Have About the Biblical Manuscripts:
Objection #1: Biased Translation—the church has changed Scripture to say what they want it to say & Objection #2: Tainted Transmission-It was not copied correctly
· These are both _____________________________ due to the # of manuscripts we have
· What about variants? Most variants are insignificant to a level exceeding 99% and none of the less than 1% affect any major doctrine

Reflection & Response: How are you partnering with the Holy Spirit to align your daily life with what God says in His Word?
