Hope City U: Can We Trust the Bible?
Part 4-Hermeneutics

“How sweet your words taste to me; they are sweeter than honey,” Psalm 119:103

I. Hermeneutics: The art and science of Scripture interpretation.
a. How we apply Scripture to our lives and what we believe about God will be linked to how we interpret Scripture. Therefore, we want to interpret Scripture accurately.
“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth,” 2 Tim. 2:15
b. Eisegesis: Starting with an idea and finding a verse to prove our point—taking Scripture out of context to fit our agenda.
i. With this type of reading and interpretation we can twist Scripture to say whatever we want it to say.
c. Exegesis: Seeking to understand God’s original intention and submitting to His ideas. 
i. With this type of reading and interpretation we conform to what God is already saying.
II. Context is KEY: To read something in context means to look at the broader information surrounding it.
a. Read the verses above and below the passage. Read the entire chapter. Read the entire book.
b. Where else is the topic or Biblical principle discussed in Scripture? Look at the hyperlinks (cross-references). Always harmonize (if there appears to be a contradiction—do your research).
c. What is this passage revealing to me about who Jesus is or what he came to do? Consider the 4 parts of God’s story: Where does it fit: Creation? Fall? Redemption? Restoration?
III. How Can We Read It & Apply It to Our Lives?
a. Pray for guidance and understanding from God as you read.
b. Consider the author, the original audience and the date it was written.
c. Scripture is not arranged chronologically, but by genre. So, what is the literary genre of the book? (Check page A115 in the Life Transformation Bible)
i. Is it Descriptive: Telling us how something was at the time?
ii. Is it Prescriptive: Instructing us on how we should live?
d. Setting: What is happening in history during this time? What is the environment in which the book unfolds? Are there cultural practices I should be aware of?
e. Themes: What are the overarching main points of the text? What is being repeated? 
f. Application: Based on the context and all we discovered, what does God want us to learn? How can we choose to live in a way that honors God’s instructions? 
g. Keep first things first:
i. Not everything in Scripture is easy to understand. 
ii. In the Bible, “the main things will be the plain things” so keep your focus on the core of truth—the first-tier doctrines of our faith.
iii. If a concept is not mentioned often, we should be reluctant to build major doctrines on them.
iv. Also, keep in mind that Scripture does not contradict itself, that would go against God’s character. So, if you find what appears to be a contradiction, more research is required.
h. Other Recommendations:
i. Use a commentary or a study Bible that will help with greater understanding. Also, look at different translations (compare a word for word & a thought for thought translation).
ii. Write down your questions and concerns-there are no stupid questions.
iii. Approach God’s Word Humbly: Be ready and willing to adjust to do what God says.
iv. Be persistent (Don’t give up).
v. Make reading God’s Word a daily habit by setting an achievable goal & share that goal with someone you trust.
vi. Utilize tools such as: The Bible App, Bible Project videos https://www.youtube.com/@bibleproject or a journaling model such as the S.O.A.P. journaling method.
vii. Join a community group of fellow believers to read scripture with.
IV. Keep In Mind: Perfection is not required…we are all in this process of learning and growing together with the help of God’s Spirit.
a. The Holy Spirit helps us align our thoughts with God’s thoughts.
b. The Holy Spirit helps us align our actions with God’s desires for us.
c. The Spirit cleanses & purifies us, giving us confidence to approach God.
“Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. 14 Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the council of elders laid their hands on you. 15 Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your progress. 16 Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers,” 1 Timothy 4:13-16
