
Hope City Church 
Going Deeper Notes | 10.16.22 

Philemon 1-25 

Gone Rogue: There is a price to pay! 
 

Icebreaker: Share about a time when you saw Jesus in someone else? 

Remember the 5 Styles of Conflict from last week. Note which one is your predominant style…  

• Competition: Strongest Wins 
• Accommodation: Give In & Keep The Peace 
• Avoidance: Rather Not Deal With This 

• Compromise: Both Sides Give & Take 
• Collaboration: Seek New Solutions Together 

 

Going Deeper: 
 

1) Paul writes a letter to Philemon (p. 919, Life Transformation Bible, LTB) in what is considered to be 
one of the shortest “books” recorded in The Bible. What is significant to you about this letter?  
 

2) In verse 11, Paul remembers that Onesimus has not been of much use to Philemon in the past. 
Then, Paul states that things will be much different in the future with Onesimus. What is one area 
of your life where you would like to see God help you become more useful right now? 

 

3) Paul makes an appeal to Philemon, reminding him in verse 19 that Philemon’s very soul was saved 
through Paul’s faithfulness to God. Who is someone, right now, that you are personally investing in, 
that does not yet know Jesus? In what ways are you being intentional to show them who Jesus is?  

 

4) Who does Onesimus remind you of? Who is someone in your life that has Gone Rogue, separated 
from community, not subject to personal accountability? Maybe it feels like they have walked away 
from the life God has intended for them? Take time together, now, as a group to pray for this 
person or these individuals. Ask God to show you how you might be a part of His plan to show 
them grace and reconcile their relationship with God. 

 

5) Stay the course. Take note of all the people whose lives were impacted in this letter, because of 
Paul’s faithfulness to God. You can not control the lives of the people around you (thank goodness). 
On a bad day, you may hardly be able to control your own responses. There is a price to pay for 
those, like Onesimus, that have Gone Rogue even if it is just for a season. What is one thing you 
can do to keep yourself accountable to build upon your current relationship with Jesus? Who will 
you share this one thing with so they can help to keep you accountable so you continue to grow? 

 

 

Action: Note your response to question #4. Schedule a regular time throughout this week to pray for those 

people that God has placed on your heart. 
 
Prayer Opportunity:   We would like to invite you to be a part of a prayer time together for each other, for 

our church, and for our world! Join us later today at Hope City, Sunday, October 16th @3pm in the Pre-K 
Room. In the meantime, you can pray now!   
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