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John 7:24 | Luke 2:8-20 | Matthew 13:10-16 

Perceptions 
 

Icebreaker: Share about something that makes complete sense to you, but it often feels like society as a whole just 

doesn’t seem to grasp it in the same way that you do (i.e. this can be an idea or a specific value, etc.).  

It makes complete sense that the toilet paper would hang down from over the top of the roll, but for some strange 

reason there are plenty of people, despite better judgment, that prefer to see the toilet paper roll installed backwards. 

Why?! Is there a wrong way or a right way for the toilet paper roll to be installed? Or just your way? 

Going Deeper: 
 

(1) Matthew 13:10-16 (p. 744, Life Transformation Bible, LTB) talks about a people to whom this book is written, 
specifically the Jews. What does this passage from Matthew 13:10-16 say about them? Was this a good thing 
or a bad thing? How might you be susceptible to these very comments that were used to describe the people 
in this passage? Speaking personally, what do you think are some reasons that would keep someone else from 
exploring other ideas or other options when it comes to opinions that are different from their own?  

 
(2) Matthew, Mark, Luke & John are the four books in the Bible that are also known as The Gospels (which simply 

means “good news”). These are four different perspectives about many of the same accounts surrounding the 
life of Jesus. Luke 2:8-20 (p. 781, LTB) tells us about the details surrounding what specific event that occurred 
in history? Which of the other Gospels also provide details of this same event? How are the different Gospels 
written the same? And how are they written differently? Why do you think these different perspectives are 
documented the way that they are?  
 

(3) What kinds of things have the ability to influence the way we see things around us and begin to shape our 
perspectives? 

 
(4) When you read John 7:24 (p. 816, LTB), it mentions a very interesting statement. What does it say? Be careful 

not to read a single verse and build random ideas around just one verse. This can lead to misinterpretation of 
what was actually being said.  
 

What is the context of this passage in John 7? Reread the chapter from the beginning, if you would. What are 
the two different opinions about the Sabbath (a day of rest) in John 7? Why does this seem to matter so much 
to the people presenting both sides of this debate?  

 

Action: When a person chooses to listen to different perspectives and better understand the one whom they are 

communicating with, God can use this awareness to help us build a bridge with the people around us. Who is God 
challenging you to be patient with and “look beneath the surface” as John 7:24 puts it? What questions can you ask 
to better understand what this person has been through and why they choose to see things the way that they do? 
How is God leading you to meet this person right where they are in this moment, embracing them in the ways that He 
would want you to accept them? Isn’t it ironic that even though our perspectives may be different from God’s, He 
chooses to embrace us right where we are?     
 

Prayer: Lord, help me to be the kind of person that is able to discern where you are guiding me each day! I want to 

be someone that knows you so well, Jesus, confident in who I am in your eyes, God, that I would not be misguided 
as I am being used to build a bridge with people who share different perspectives from my own. Give me your eyes to 
see the situations around me, Lord. And give me your ears to hear what you want to say to me, Jesus, so I am also 
able to listen to the people you would place in my path and what it is that you would have me do for them. Amen. 
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