Hope City U: Can We Trust the Bible?
Part 3-Internal Evidence

I. Internal Evidence: What Scripture says of itself. Does what is written match what we see in the world? Is it logically and historically consistent throughout?
a. What does Scripture claim of itself? 
i. Psalm 119:160, Prov. 30:5, Matt. 24:35, John 17:17
b. What did Jesus say about the Scriptures?
i. Jesus quoted from _______ OT books, verifying their authority
ii. Luke 24:27 & 44: Jesus claims he is the fulfillment of the OT
iii. TaNaKh (The acronym for the Hebrew OT) T=Torah (The Law/Instruction), N=Nevi’im (The Prophets), K= Ketuvim (The Writings)
c. The Human Writers
i. The writers were eyewitnesses or disciples of eyewitnesses
ii. They were detailed and accurate: The Gospel of Luke has ____ specific facts that are historically accurate
iii. How do we know they didn’t just make it up?
“While many people will die for a lie that they think is truth, no sane person will die for what they know is a lie.” 
-Prof Norman Geisler & Dr. Frank Turek
iv. Consider the Biblical Writers:
1. Wrote over a 1,500-year period
2. 40 authors wrote 66 books from varying walks of life including kings, peasants, statesmen and fishermen both educated and uneducated alike
3. Wrote from differing places including the wilderness, an island, in jail, inside the palace, while traveling, etc.
4. Wrote from 3 continents and in 3 different languages
5. Wrote about controversial subject matter
v. Internal consistency
1. Over ________________________ connections (hyperlinks)
2. The writers include unflattering details about themselves, which historians consider to be a mark of honest and trustworthy reporting
3. The text refers to highly specific and accurate references to ancient geography, local customs, and political titles, demonstrating that the writers had intimate and contemporary knowledge of the times
d. The Proof of Prophecy
i. Approx. _________ of the Bible is prophecy
ii. The Bible has over 2,000 prophecies and all have come true except for the ones pertaining to Christ’s 2nd coming
iii. Scholars estimate that Jesus fulfilled 55 to 300 prophecies from the Old Testament
“But know this first of all, no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit, spoke from God,” 2 Peter 1:20-21
iv. Messianic prophecy was written 400-700 years prior to Christ’s birth
v. Can a baby control where they are born or what their lineage is?
vi. The odd of fulfilling ______ prophecies is 1 in 1017 
“The rain and snow come down from the heavens and stay on the ground to water the earth. They cause the grain to grow, producing seed for the farmer and bread for the hungry. It is the same with my word. I send it out, and it always produces fruit. It will accomplish all I want it to and it will prosper everywhere I send it,” Isaiah 55:10-11
II. The Biblical Canon: The collection of books that make up the Bible. It refers to the “rule” or “measuring stick” by which every book of Scripture had to meet to be included.
a. The tests of canonicity:
i. __________________________ Authority-Written by an apostle or close associate who preserved the apostle’s teachings
1. *Antiquity-The books had to be written during the apostolic age (the 1st century)
ii. Ubiquity/Universality-Was approved of, circulated by and was widely quoted by the early _________________________
iii. Orthodoxy-Teachings within the book did not contradict the rest of Scripture, ensuring consistency 
iv. Inspiration-Appears to be inspired by the Holy Spirit & contains the power to transform lives

III. The Translation Continuum 
a. Word for Word (also called literal/formal equivalence/form driven)-attempts to get the English word and the sentence structure as close to the original Hebrew/Greek/Aramaic as possible.
b. Thought for Thought (also called dynamic/functional equivalence/meaning driven)-attempts to express the intended meaning of the text and what it meant to its original hearers (defines cultural phrases, wordplays and customs)
c. Paraphrase-not technically considered a translation because, rather than translating from the original language, a paraphrase is the author’s interpretation of what the text means.

God’s Word transforms lives! How has following Jesus changed you? What has God done in your life? And how does the evidence of your personal testimony encourage your trust in the Bible?
