Hope City Church
Going Deeper Notes | 5.10.26

Jeremiah 9:23-24 | 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 | 2 Corinthians 11:16-30; 12:1-10 | James 1:2-4
Beware of What You Boast In | Choosing to Suffer


Icebreaker: What is one excuse that you often say is keeping you from saying “yes” to something you believe that God is inviting you to do? Maybe you’re saying: “I can’t, because ____________________.”


Going Deeper: 

(1) What 3 things does Jeremiah 9:23-24 (p. 580, Life Transformation Bible) warn us about boasting in? What would be 1 example of each of these things? Conversely, Jeremiah exhorts those who would listen to boast in their knowledge and understanding of who the Lord is! What is 1 thing that you could start doing differently to grow in your knowledge and understanding of who God is? Be creative. Think outside of the box and the current behaviors or patterns that you find yourself in. 


(2) In 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 (p. 870, LTB) Paul stresses that it is through our weaknesses that God’s glory prevails. To boast in the Lord begins with being available for the Lord to work through you. How do our “weaknesses” sometimes prevent us from being available to the Lord? Perhaps we feel we are not capable due to our frailties. What are some ways that our outlook can begin to shift when we decide to boast in God’s strength, instead of focusing on our weaknesses?


(3) Read 2 Corinthians 11:16-30 (p. 888, LTB). Let’s revisit verses 21-29 and the countless ways that Paul says that he has endured suffering in an effort to share the Gospel with others. Which one(s) stand out to you? Why? In what ways have you endured suffering or hardships so that you could share the Gospel with others? Note: James 1:2-4 (p. 930, LTB). 


(4) In 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 (p. 888, LTB) we read that Paul experienced something extraordinary. But this vision came with a cost. Take another look at verses 8-10. What was Paul’s response to the thorn he was asking God to take from him? What was the excuse that you acknowledged during the icebreaker? How will you submit this to the Lord, allowing others to see God’s strength in you, despite this weakness that you feel is holding you back?


Next Steps: Is God’s story a part of your life? Are you willing to do whatever that thing is that God is asking you to do to share His story with others? This week, ask God to use your weakness (excuses) to do something you never imagined could happen. Then look for the opportunity to respond to His invitation to use you. 


Prayer: God, turn my excuses into amazing opportunities to follow you! Where I am weak, I will trust that your strength will prevail. Help me to not be intimidated by suffering and hardships when they come my way. Give me the courage and the boldness to share your story with others, Lord. Amen!
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