
Water Baptism  

 

For too long, Water Baptism has been considered a ritual of the church. A dead 

formalistic symbol of some vague something.  

 

The commission and commandment of the Lord Jesus Christ is to: “Go therefore, and 

teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Ghost. Teaching them to observe all things, whatsoever I have commanded you.” 
Matthew 28:19-20 
 

The portion of this ‘command’ we are concerned with is Water Baptism. Take note that 

there is a command to be water baptized. We cannot take an option on this. We ‘must 

be’ water baptized. Why? Because Jesus commanded it in Matthew 28:18- 20. 

 

There are 4 categories of this subject: 

1) Who may be baptized 2) When to be baptized 3) How to be baptized 4) Why be 

baptized 

 

1) Who may be baptized? 

 

There is no question that a person must be a Christian before they can be baptized. 

They must know Jesus Christ as their Lord & Savior and be “born again.” 

 

Mark 16:16 “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not 

believe, will be condemned.” 

 

Acts 8:36-38 “Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the 

eunuch said, ‘See, here is some water. What hinders me from being baptized?’ Then 

Philip said, ‘If you believe with all your heart, you may.” > > >  

 

And he answered and said, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” So, he 

commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into 

the water, and he baptized him.” 

 

There is NO basis for infant baptism in the Bible. Contrariwise, the tragedy of infant 

baptism is that many people go through life thinking they are “saved” just because they 

were baptized as infants. What Christian churches do is a baby dedication to the Lord. 

 

2) When to be baptized. 

 

The revelation of the scriptures makes it clear that a person should be baptized as soon 

as possible after they have been saved. Why? In obedience to the Lord and it’s a public 

demonstration of personal commitment. 

 

Acts 2:41 “And then those who gladly received his word were baptized, and that day 

about 3,000 souls were added to them.” 

 

 

 

 



 

3) How to be baptized. 

 

Our word baptism comes from the Greek word “baptizo” which means to be fully 

whelmed, or fully wet. This word was used among the Greeks to signify the dying of a 

garment, or the drawing of water by dipping a vessel into another. 

 

          There is no question that water baptism is by total immersion! 

 

Matthew 3:16 “When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the 

water and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove and alighting on Him.”  

 

John 3:23 “Now John was baptizing in Aenon near Salim because there was much 

water there. And they came and were baptized.” 

 

4) Why be Baptized 

 

First, Jesus commanded it; and if we knew nothing more, that should be enough. 

 

Matthew 28:18-20 “And Jesus came and spoke to them saying, “all authority has been 

given to Me in heaven & on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 

always, even until the end of the age.””  

 

It is basic Bible doctrine. 

Hebrews 6:1-2 “Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of 

Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from 

dead works, and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, of the laying on of 

hands, of the resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.”  

 

In water baptism we follow the Lord Jesus Christ in His death, burial and resurrection. 

 

Romans 6:6 “Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of 

sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. For if we have 

been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly, we also shall be in the 

likeness of His resurrection knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, 

that the body of sin, might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of 

sin.”  

    * * * * * 

                 There are a number of reasons to be baptized in water. 

 

It’s symbolic of death, burial and the resurrection. The washing away of the old & the 

putting on of the new. 

 

Buried - Romans 6:4 “Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, 

that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we 

should also walk in newness of life.” 
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Resurrection - Romans 6:5 “for if we have been united together in the likeness of His 

death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection.”   

 

New Life - Romans 6:7-11 “For he who has died has been freed from sin.  

Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that 

Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion 

over Him. > > >  

 

10 “For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all, but the life that He lives, He 

lives to God. Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 

And Galatians 3:27 “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ, have put on 

Christ.” 

* * * * * 

  

How does the baptism of John the Baptist fit into our Christian Baptism? 

 

The baptism of John is called the Baptism of Repentance for the remission of sins. 

Preparations for the coming Messiah were laid in repentance & confession of sins in 

the experience of water baptism. *  Matthew 3:1-6 “In those days, John the Baptist 

came preaching and saying, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”” > > >  

 

For this is he who was spoken of the prophet Isaiah saying, the voice of one crying in 

the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord. Make His paths straight. Then Jerusalem, 

all Judea, and all the region around Jordan went out to him and were baptized by him 

in the Jordan, confessing all their sins. 

  

However, John’s baptism was not adequate for Christian baptism. 

 

John’s was a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. Our Christian baptism is 

symbolic of our death, burial, and resurrection. Jesus said it was necessary for Him to 

be baptized “to fulfill all righteousness.”   Matthew 3:13-15    John 1:30-34 

 

There were 3 main steps in preparing Jesus for ministry. 

His Birth | His water baptism | His Spirit baptism 

 

All of the Old Testament or the old contract was fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 5:17 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law & the Prophets. I did not 

come to destroy, but to fulfill.” 

 

In the New Testament era, every Christian needs the 3-fold witness of God in his life to 

be like Jesus. The New Birth (or born again)  

                                               Water baptism  

                                                             & Spirit baptism. 

 

This is the triune witness of God in earth to complete every Christian. I John 5:8-9 

And there are 3 that bear witness on earth. The Spirit, the water, and the blood. 
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Old Testament typology brings out some outstanding truths of our Christian water 

baptism. 

 

1) Genesis 1:1-12 In the creation.             

 

a. The world was without form & void & was in complete darkness. This is a type of 

man in sin. 

 

b. God sent the light to light this shapeless mass. He sent Jesus as the light of the 

world.              

                                                                              

c. On the 3rd day the dry land appeared and began to bear fruit. Jesus was raised the 3rd 

day and we follow Him and begin to bear fruit. Ephesians 2:6-10 

 

2) Genesis 6:5-18 Genesis 7:16-23 The flood of Noah is a type of: 

 

                        Death, burial, & resurrection. 

 

a. All of the people of the world manifested themselves in the most evil way. This is a 

type of our sinful nature, our old man. Romans 6:6 

 

b. God determined that this must be destroyed. We are crucified with Christ & dead to 

sin. “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 

Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin, live any longer in it?”  Romans 6:1-2 

 

c. God’s purpose was to bury the old so that the new life could begin. Sin can’t exist! 

 

d. Those that were in the safety of the ark, were the only ones resurrected on the water; 

the rest were destroyed. I Peter 3:18-21 “For Christ also suffered once for our sins, the 

Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but 

made alive by the Spirit, by whom He also preached the spirits in prison >>> 

 

who were formerly disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days 

of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls were 

saved by water.” 

 

3) In Exodus 14:10-31 (I Corinthians 10:1-2) We have the Red Sea crossing by Israel. 

 

a. Israel was saved out of the bondage of Egypt by the blood of the Lamb. The Lord 

Jesus Christ saves us & delivers us from the bondage of Satan. Colossians 1:13 “He 

has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the 

Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, and the forgiveness 

of sins.”  

 

b. They were all baptized in the sea, which separated them from their old life, and they 

began their new walk with God. We rise to walk in newness of life in Him. 
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c. The Egyptians that were buried in the sea are a type of our old nature and Israel that 

came up on the other side is a type of the Church. 

 

4) IN Joshua 3 & 4 We have the crossing of the River Jordan by Israel. 

              

a. This 2nd generation of Israel was to cross over this river & possess the promised 

land. If we are to possess the land, we must die to ourselves & trust in God only. 

 

b. Jesus, who is the anti-type, went through death 2,000 years before all the church is 

passed over or taken out.    (2020; In the Jewish calendar it’s 5781) 

 

c. The ark stood in the midst of the river of death until all crossed over. Jesus continues 

to minister and protect us until all is complete. 

                                              

As a final lesson. 

Let’s look at the things that water baptism is not, and what it does not do. 

 

1. Does water baptism save us? 

 

a. John 3:5, ”Except a man be ‘born’ of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 

the kingdom of God”. 

 

The word born is taken from the Greek word ‘gennao’, which means to procreate or 

bring forth a beginning. It is NOT related baptism (to be fully whelmed).  

 

The answer to John3:5 is found in verse 6, which states we must be born of the flesh 

and of the Spirit. Our 1st or natural birth is one of water, much like any other animal 

form on earth. 

 

b. Acts 22:16 Amplified “Arise and be baptized and wash away thy sins, calling on the 

name of the Lord.” The sins were washed away by calling on the name of the Lord.  

 

c. Mark 16:16 “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth 

not shall be damned.”  

 

The criterion for total salvation is to be: 

  

1. Born of the Spirit.   

2. Baptized in water.   

3. Baptized in the Holy Spirit. 

  

But the only thing that will cause eternal damnation is “he that believeth not.” 

 

d. I Peter 3:21 “the like figure, where unto even baptism doth also save us“ (not the 

putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God) 

by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  In this case, baptism is a figure of Noah’s ark, 

which saved (or resurrected above the water) and we are also saved “by the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
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Hebrews 10:32 “Having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies 

washed with pure water.” 

 

The above scriptures speak of a cleansing & washing through our minds and souls, 

presenting ourselves as holy sacrifices to God in our daily walk. 

 

There is only one thing that can cleanse us from our sins, only this one thing is 

necessary to give us eternal life, and that is the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.                                                                                                        

Revelation 1:5 
                                                                                         

However, God wants us to live holy separated lives here and now, and it is the Word 

and the Spirit that are constantly washing us through and through, renewing our 

minds and lives. Romans 12:1-2 “I beseech you therefore brethren, by the mercies of 

God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which 

is your reasonable service.” > > >  

                                                      

“And do not be conformed to the world but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” 

 

* * * * * 

  

When we’re thinking of salvation, or being saved, we must remember that our 

salvation consists of more than soul salvation; it’s salvation for the whole man; the 

body, soul and the spirit. 

 

Should we baptize for the dead? 

 

I Corinthians 15:29 Amplified “Otherwise, what do people mean by being (themselves) 

baptized in behalf of the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why are people baptized 

for them?”  

 

I Corinthians 15:29 refers to pagans who believe in the afterlife. What will “they” do? 

Why are “they” baptized for the dead? Paul uses “they” not “us”. 

 

This scripture does not teach that we should be baptize for the dead. It also shows an 

inconsistency in the Corinthian church. There were some that did not believe in the 

resurrection of the dead and were at the same time baptizing for the dead. Water 

baptism is symbolic of death, burial, and resurrection, hence the inconsistency. 

 

DO NOT BAPTIZE FOR THE DEAD! 
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