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The Church of God in Christ (COGIC) General Assembly, the 
legislative body of the denomination, has voted Bishop J. Drew 
Sheard of Detroit, Michigan as the leader of the Church of God 
in Christ.  Presiding Bishop Sheard says, “I am humbled and 
incredibly grateful for the opportunity to serve this extraordinary 
organization, the Church of God in Christ, as its new leader and 
Presiding Bishop.”  He adds, “To be elected to serve as the 
Presiding Bishop for the Church in which I was born, raised, and 
have learned and served all my life, is a dream and desire that 
can only be fulfilled by God’s loving grace and guidance. The 
opportunity to serve such an extraordinary organization at our 
highest recognized level of priesthood is beyond humbling. I am 
so grateful for the unparalleled support of my loving wife, Karen, 
who has served diligently alongside me in ministry, and for my 
children.   I could never adequately honor or appreciate my 
parents for demonstrating holiness by sheer example. With 

complete excitement and joy, I look forward to serving the Lord’s people.” 

Presiding Bishop J. Drew Sheard was born on January 1, 1959, in Detroit, 
Michigan, to Bishop and Mrs. John Henry Sheard. After graduating from high 
school, he matriculated to Wayne State University, receiving a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Education, and a Master of Education degree in Mathematics. 
Bishop Sheard is a former mathematics teacher and has served as senior pastor 
of the Greater Emmanuel Institutional Church of God in Christ since 1988. He is 
the prelate of the Michigan North Central Jurisdiction, was a former Auxiliary In 
Ministries (AIM) Convention chairman, and International Youth Department 
president for COGIC. Since 2012, he has served as a member of the General 
Board. Sheard is married to Mrs. Karen Clark-Sheard, a member of the 
legendary Grammy Award-winning group – The Clark Sisters – and is the father 
of Kierra and J. Drew II. He has two grandchildren: Jacob and Kallie Drew. 
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Count your Blessings.  Forgive me for complaining, dear God.  Help me remember that every time I 
don’t like the food in front of me, millions have nothing to eat; every time I think my paycheck is small, 
too many people have no paycheck at all; every time I wish my loved ones were not so demanding, 
some people have no one to love.  Teach me perspective, God, and to be grateful for my gifts of family, 
food and home. 
 
Count your blessings, name them one by one; Count your blessings, see what God hath done. 
 

- Mother Laura Myrick 

A new season has begun for 2021; Spring. Flowers are blooming, trees are budding, the grass is grow-
ing, life is moving forward. The grace and mercies of God are never failing, they are new every morning. 
Introducing this new newsletter adds to the season of change. A special thanks for the Wellness group 
under the leadership of Sis Debbie Letlow. The former newsletter carried us through the tumultuous cycle 
of COVID-19. It’s still here but change has taken place with vaccinations and the lessons learned from 
the past year. Continue to be vigilant, practice all the safe habit of social distancing and the CDC guide-
lines. Until the next time; be blessed! 

- Dr. Terence O. Hayes, Sr. 

A WORD FROM OUR LEADERS 

PALM SUNDAY 2021 



A TIME OF PRAYER FASTING AND REDEDICATION 

If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts 
to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people; 

If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble them-
selves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 

ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will 
heal their land. 

 
II Chronicles 7:13-14 



NATIONAL NUTRITION MONTH 

This annual campaign was created by the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics. The purpose is 
to help individuals learn how to make informed decisions about healthy food choices. The 

2021 theme is Personalize Your Plate! 
 
There is no one-size-fits-all approach to nutrition and health. We are all unique with different 
bodies, goals, backgrounds and tastes!  
 
America is a cultural melting pot, so you can't expect everyone's food choices to look the 
same," said registered dietitian nutritionist Su-Nui Escobar, a national spokesperson for the 
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics in Miami, Fla. "Eating is meant to be a joyful experience. As supermarkets increas-
ingly diversify their shelves to meet the needs of their customers, it's becoming easier to create nutritious meals that 
align with a variety of cultural preferences." 
 
We may not like the same foods, however, the one thing we can agree on is the need to eat healthy portions. The My-
Plate concept helps us build plates with the correct amount of protein, healthy grains, fruit and vegetables. 

Our Governor, Mike DeWine announced Ohioan’s age 16 and older will be eligible for a coronavirus vaccine 
starting March 29, and many residents, including those age 40 and older, are currently eligible. 
 
Montgomery County remains at level 3 (red). Which means very high exposure and spread.  
Continue to: 
 
 Limit activities as much as possible 
 Follow all current health orders 
 Decrease in-person interactions with others 
 Consider necessary travel only 

 Limit attending gatherings of any number 

COVID 19 VACCINE UPDATES 



National Brain Injury Awareness Month in March alerts us to the causes and aims to eliminate the stigma surrounding 
brain injuries. 
 
When it comes to brain injuries, not a single injury or person is the same. The month is dedicated to improving 
awareness of brain injuries. Providing quality support for people with brain injuries and understanding of their needs will 
improve their outcomes for the future. Changing the perspective of the world to understand how brain injuries work is a 
difficult task. 
 
Learning the signs of a concussion and when to seek medical attention can mean the difference between a mild and a 
severe injury. Repeat injuries require additional attention. 
According to the Department of Defense, one of the keys to recognizing a concussion and getting treatment early is 
identifying these symptoms: 

 H – headaches or vomiting 

 E – ears ringing 

 A – amnesia, altered consciousness or loss of consciousness 

 D – double vision and/or dizziness 

 S – something is wrong, or not quite right 

NATIONAL BRAIN INJURY AWARENESS MONTH 

NATIONAL COLORECTAL CANCER AWARENESS MONTH 

National Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month reminds us that early detection is key. 
According to the American Cancer Society, more than a million people in the United 
States count themselves as survivors. While early detection and treatments make a 
difference, there is more that can be done. Knowing the causes and risk factors help 
prevent colorectal cancer.  
 
There are several risk factors we can control. 

  DIET – Studies show that diets rich in red and processed meats may contribute 

 to colorectal cancer risks.  Also,  how we prepare our proteins may increase our 

 risk, too. Grilling, frying and high-temperature cooking  release chemicals 

 that may contribute to colorectal cancer risks. Diets full of fruits, vegetables, and 

 whole  grains reduce our risk of colon cancer as well as other health risks. 

 

  EXERCISE – Sedentary lifestyles and obesity are two more risk factors for colorectal cancer. Once again, 

 physical activity helps to reduce our risk factor for another disease. 

 

  SMOKING AND HEAVY ALCOHOL USE  – Ask your physician if you need help quitting. 

 

  FAMILY HISTORY – While you can’t control this, you can know it.  Report it to your primary care physician so if 
 your family history shows an increased risk for you, she can decide if you need early screening. Knowledge is 
 power. 



CHURCH INFORMATION AND UPDATES! 

Requesting special prayer for  
Brother Eric Dennis  

3-1 Judy Cook 
3-2 Ramona Wilson 
3-4 Wanda Carter 
3-4 Cory Walder 
3-8 Sha’Lynn Hayes 
3-8 Yolanda Slaughter 
3-19 Jamie Ridley 
3-20  Karen Hayes 
3-27 Sharita Hayes 
3-28 Martell Bonner 
3-28 Melanie Spencer 

3-4 James and Janice Thompson 
3-13 John and Tashawna  Staten 

Dear Saints of God, 
 
Welcome to our latest newsletter! This newsletter is open to every department within the church.    It is my goal to  
keep you updated on the latest news and information of the church.  Feel free to submit information, photos from your 
events, updates from your respective groups as well as ideas to make the newsletter better.  If your writing skills aren’t 
the best, it’s okay.  Just give me what you have and we will make it work. 
 
I’m looking forward to working with you all! 
 
In His Service, 

Sis. Ramona Wilson 


