WELCOME TO FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE HERE!

OUR FOCUS IS TO INCREASE OUR COMMITMENT TO
JESUS CHRIST AND INTRODUCE HIM TO OTHERS.




FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
MORNING WORSHIP
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2025

*GATHERING SONG PEOPLE LOOK EAST
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS BRUCE WELLS
THE LORD’S PRAYER

*GREETING TIME

*PRAISE SONGS He KNows MY NAME
HYMN OF PROMISE
CHILDREN’S PARABLE PASTOR ANDREW SHIELDS

How Do PLANTS GROW?
MARK 4:26-27 (SM. 832; LG. 15642)

MORNING OFFERING

PRAYER CONCERNS AND PRAISES

MORNING PRAYER

MEDITATION SONG HoLy GROUND

THE MESSAGE PASTOR ANDREW SHIELDS
EVEN FARMERS DON’T UNDERSTAND HOW

MARK 4:26-29 (sm. 832; LG. 1542)

INVITATION AND PRAYER

*SENDING SONG CoME WE THAT LOVE THE LORD

*BLESSING

*PLEASE STAND IF ABLE




P Our Church
Daycare Board
Our World

Those facing acute hunger and
famine throughout the world

Y Our Mission Outreach

RMMO2025 (Retired Ministers and
Missionaries Offering)

Our Shut-in of the Week

Helena Winkler
107 Robin Drive
Lima, Ohio 45805

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31ST

Office Open 10am - 1pm

No Bible Study
THURSDAY, JANUARY 18T

Happy New Yean!

Office Closed

No Primetimers
FRIDAY, JANUARY 2ND

Office Closed

No Ruth Whitney Ministry




Our Prayer Requests & Praises

Bridget Kennedy - Pray she has a better week. Pray for her staff
and her relationships with them. Pray for her sister Shirley who
has shoulder problems, sister Sue, and niece Heather.

Don Alsept - Praise his daughter Tracy is back in Lima and getting
the help she needs. Pray for their extended family who are sick.

Mindy Alsept - Pray for her nephew Daniel Osborn who had
shoulder surgery scheduled this week.

Jim Hefner - Pray for his sister Nancy Miller whose surgery to
remove a cyst on her spine was postponed.

Praise for the support of the Youth Bake Sale!

Seth M (Online) - Pray for the Lord to direct his path.

Ruben (Online) - Pray for the Lord’s guidance and protection.
Honeggers - Pray for their family member Rory who has cancer.
Herb Lauer - Pray for his brother John.

Continue to pray for Kay Moeller who had to postpone her hip
replacement surgery until she is healthier. She is at The Springs.

Bruce Wells - Praise that granddaughter Sonia had a cancer
treatment milestone this week and rang the bell with her family.
She may need to begin chemo treatment. Continue to pray.

Hawkins - Pray for Joyce Owens, the wife of Ida’s cousin Don,
who fell and broke her hip. Praise that she came through
surgery well, but continue to pray as she transitions to rehab.

Pray for Martha Warden and Barb and Ralph Stelzer.

Praise that Gene Gilbert was able to come to church.

s !
£O0000000000000000000RRLRL0LLLLLLLLLDLDD-DDDDDDDD-0DD0D0000O00RD VROV



Our Prayer Requests & Praises

Jodi Gudakunst - Pray for Steve as he recovers from back surgery,
which went well, on 12/10. He’s in pain, but in good spirits.

Praise for progress in Jerry Siesel’s cardiac rehabilitation.

Roy Garcia - Pray for his sister, Mary Thorpe, who has heart
issues.

Mindy Alsept - Pray for her niece’s husband who had a possible
heart attack or stroke at a family party.

Marlene Hefner - Continue to pray for Don Lohr. He’s still on
chemo and doing less well than he was in the fall.

Stephanie Shields - Pray for her family, especially her cousin Philip
Wagner in WI who is waiting for a diagnosis and her Uncle Mike.

Travel mercies for all traveling during the holidays.

Pastor Andrew Shields - Pray for his family. His aunt’s husband’s
nephew in Michigan, who was 47, passed away after a fall.

Mindy Alsept - Pray for a diagnosis for her brother Billy, who
passed out from unknown causes this week and has been to the
hospital three times in three months.

Jeanice Whitaker - Pray for her brother Bruce whose cancer
returned.

Don Alsept - Praise he is back in church. He is grateful for the
prayers.

Herb Lauer - Praise for those who helped decorate the church.
Pray for Dianne Sneary who is having issues with her ears.

Shields family - Pray for their friend Dave Trost who has cancer
and for another family friend who was hit by a car.
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> LOOKING AHEAD:>

>January 7th at 5:30pm: All are welcome as
we meet to pray over the requests received
from our “Wrapping Things Up in Prayer”
Christmas Tree Festival tree. Stay for Bible
Study as we continue to study the book of
Luke. There will be cookies and coffee!

>January 31st: Kit Ripley will offer a free
mission immersion workshop and share about
using the creative arts with survivors of
trauma in northern Thailand as an
International Ministries Global Servant. More
information soon.

Each Sunday at 9:30, the Adult Bible Review meets in the
Parlor to discuss the previous week’s sermon and scripture.
It is another chance to reflect on the Word of God and apply
it to our lives. We hope you will join us next week!

Would you like to join the church prayer chain?
You can receive prayer requests through text, email, or
a phone call from another member of the church. Make
a note on your Get Connected slip if you would like to
be added and how you would like to be contacted.

We'll put out an updated prayer chain list soon.

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer. Romans 12:12




The Daycare has started a Little Free Pantry for
Daycare families. If you would like to contribute any
nonperishable food and snacks, please bring them
to the church office on Sunday morning or during
office hours, Monday through Thursday, 10-1.

FBC Spotlight: Karlyn Lauer

Karlyn Lauer is great at getting people to volunteer,
mainly because she is an excellent volunteer herself. She is
always thinking of some new thing we could do and always
willing to put in the work to make the idea happen or help
however she can. She is a joy to work with.

At church she has served in many ways, including as a
driving force of the Worship Arts Committee and a valuable
member of the Diaconate. She leads our Bible Study,
providing an excellent example of the importance of studying
the Bible, how to study it, and sometimes that it is okay to

just admit we do not have all the answers. She has crocheted

numerous blankets for the Ruth Whitney Ministry. She heads
our funeral dinner committee and has cooked countless
dishes for Pastors’ Association dinners, Rescue Mission
Meals, International Dinners, and more. She also volunteers
in the community and is a familiar, friendly face at the Allen
County Museum.

Karlyn’s faith shines through everything she does and
we are blessed to have her as a member of our congregation.

Thank you so much, Karlyn!




WELCOME TO FIRST BAPTIST - If you are a first-time visitor, we especially welcome you:
we've been expecting you! When you see the offering plate in the middle of the service,
we do not expect you to contribute; the financial support of the church is a responsibility
we’ve taken on as a congregation. However, we do expect everyone (members, friends,
and visitors) to place a Get Connected slip in the offering plate. Thanks for doing so!

CHILDREN AT FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - Children are important to us. They are welcome to
stay with their parents. The Cuddle Cove is available to infants and toddlers. B.L.A.S.T.:
Ages 2-4 are in The Big Room. Ages 5-10 are in Class Room #12. Ages 11-14 are in
the Youth Room. (They are taken to those locations after the Children’s Parable) .
Please see dry erase board to see who is teaching and what student is helping for that
Sunday. Not every BLAST class is available every week.

AN INVITATION TO PRAYER AND COMMITMENT - When the Holy Spirit stirs within you, we
encourage you to listen and respond! If you have been moved spiritually and want to talk
to the pastor or deacons, please let us know and we would be delighted to talk with you
after the service.

DISCLAIMER - Services at First Baptist Church may be recorded or live streamed online.
By entering these services or events you consent to the possibility of being recorded or
live streamed.

MISSIONS OFFERING - If you would like to give to missions, please designate it on your
envelope. This is the only way we receive funds for our missions budget.

FLOWERS - If you would like to sponsor flowers for the sanctuary, please contact the
church office.

Cover picture courtesy of Laura Hawkins.

Church Office: 419-224-4921
Church e-mail: firstbaptistlima@gmail.com
Pastor Andrew Shields email: awshields1975@icloud.com

Office hours: Monday - Thursday 10am - 1pm

WEEKLY OFFERING

Total Expense Budget for 2025 is $251,402

Monthly Expense Budget for 2025 is $20,950 /month
Weekly Offering Needed is $3,719.00/week

Last week’s offering received:

General Fund $11,053.00

Missions $1794.13

Attendance: 84 (December 21, 2025)




