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Reflections from Pastor JohnOur Mission
Jesus said 

 “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 

Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Matthew 28:18 –19

Continue on next page

Watch The Chosen -Season 1
Wednesdays at 6:45 pm -The Chapel

Details at www.Redeemer.us

•	 Sort
•	 Pack 
•	 Distribute food
•	 Deliver food
•	 Manage	traffic
•	 Registration
•	 Children’s activities
•	 Clean-up

Prior to the 20th:
•	Make follow up calls
•	 Spanish speakers to 

make calls prior to 
event

•	 Help serve on the 
20th

November is the month of Thanksgiving. We, in the USA, have grown accustomed 
to the 4th Thursday of November being a time to recall those things for which we 
should be grateful. May I invite you, though, to take a moment and consider what 
sort of response God calls forth when we are blessed. Read this passage of the 
Apostle Paul’s letter to the faith community in Corinth, a wealthy city and very likely 
a wealthy faith community.
Now I want you to know, dear brothers and sisters, what God in his kindness has done 
through the churches in Macedonia. They are being tested by many troubles, and 
they are very poor. But they are also filled with abundant joy, which has overflowed 
in rich generosity. For I can testify that they gave not only what they could afford, but 
far more. And they did it of their own free will. They begged us again and again for 
the privilege of sharing in the gift for the believers in Jerusalem. They even did more 

than we had hoped, for their first action was to give themselves to the Lord 
and to us, just as God wanted them to do. - 2 Corinthians 8:1-5 
Paul	identifies	the	churches	in	Macedonia	as	being	very	poor.	Even	in	their	
poverty, however, their love for the Lord Jesus and all He had done for 
them through His abundant grace and goodness inspired them in their joy 
to express the generosity of God in their gifts for the needs of others. They 
counted it a “privilege” to give. 
So many people at Redeemer have found that same response to be their 
joy. I have personally been blessed by the kindness of the Redeemer 
community. With the cards and gifts at the 25th anniversary of my ordination 
I have been so humbled and am deeply grateful. Thank you all for the 
thoughtfulness and generosity. I have also had a front row seat to how the 
generosity of Redeemer members has impacted people literally around the 
world. Redeemer IS making a huge impact in this world for the glory of 
Christ Jesus our Lord.
This is, then, the perfect time to invite you to follow the example of the faith 
community	 in	ancient	Macedonia,	who	first	gave	themselves	to	the	Lord	
and to the leaders of Gospel ministry. In verse 5 of the 8th chapter of 1 
Corinthians, Paul adds the clarifying comment, “just as God wanted them 
to do.” When we realize how deeply blessed we are by God’s grace, by His 
rich blessings in our lives, we are to respond by giving our very selves back 
to God. Then in our faithful stewardship we give as God inspires, trusting 
those God has placed in ministry to steward the resources given by God’s 
people.
It is a beautiful thing to watch and to be a part of God’s people humbly 
giving of their resources to be used for God’s glory by His church. This 
was true in Paul’s day as he wrote this letter and it’s true today. We give 
because	God	first	gave	to	us.	As	you’ve	been	blessed,	be	a	blessing.	This	
is the beauty of Christian generosity. It plays out in the beautiful structure of 
the church wherein all are given the opportunity to give and those who are 
called by God and raised up to roles of leadership are trusted to steward 
those gifts.
In this month of gratitude, I will be asking each person of the Redeemer 
family to prayerfully consider the blessings that are yours in Christ. I will 

Faith Connections
Thanksgiving Food Distribution

Saturday November 20
Redeemer Parking Lot

Volunteers needed!
This is a great event for families to 

serve together.

Go to www.Redeemer.us  
or the Sign-Up Genius here!
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Opportunities to serve at Redeemer 
available. Go to: Redeemer	Employment

Ramblers Fellowship Group
Thursday November 11

10:30 am
  Carpool to Lutheran World Relief 

Missions Warehouse in New Windsor, 
Maryland	to	deliver	finished	quilts	for	

distribution to those in need.
Meet at the church at 10:30 

Lunch will follow at Buttersburg Inn in 
Union  Bridge, Maryland

Please consider joining us for both 
activities and friends are welcome!

REDEEMER RAMBLERS

LIL’ SPARKS AND SPARK KIDS  
TRIP TO GREEN MEADOW PETTING FARM

Some of the Redeemer Ramblers at their October 
fellowship event getting into the spirit of Halloween.

ask you to consider how our Lord Jesus is asking you to respond to those blessing 
by committing to generous giving for the glory of our King Jesus. We will have 
a liturgical way to express that commitment during worship on Christ the King 
Sunday, November 21st. The day before, on Saturday November 20th, we will be 
doing our Thanksgiving Food Distribution to bless the under-resourced members 
of our wider community. Be on the lookout for sign-up information to help with that 
outreach project. May we collectively learn to respond “just as God [wants us] to 
do.”	May	we	be	filled	with	abundant	joy	that	overflows	in	generosity.

In the peace of our King, Jesus,
Pastor John

Ramblers Quilting Group
Thursday November 4

9:30 am
All are welcome to help cut, stitch or 
finish	 quilts	 for	 Lutheran	 World	 Relief.	
The	 quilting	 group	 meets	 the	 first	
Thursday of the month in the Great 
Room.

Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship

Wednesday Nov. 24
6:30 pm


