
Reflections from Pastor JohnOur Mission
Jesus said 

 “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 

Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Matthew 28:18 –19
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[Jesus] got up from the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his waist,5 
and poured water into a basin. Then he began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying 
them with the towel he had around him. 6When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter 
said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus replied, “You don’t 
understand now what I am doing, but someday you will.” 8“No,” Peter protested, 
“you will never ever wash my feet!” Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you won’t 
belong to me…” 12After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down 
and asked, “Do you understand what I was doing? 13You call me ‘Teacher’ and 
‘Lord,’ and you are right, because that’s what I am. 14And since I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash each other’s feet. 15I have given 
you an example to follow. Do as I have done to you.  John 13:4-8, 12-15 

 How many of us remember learning the “Golden Rule” as children? 
“Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” That’s how I 
learned it. Jesus teaches this principle in Matthew 7:12, the Sermon 
on the Mount, in the context of teaching about effective prayer and 
entering the Kingdom of God. In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus gives this 
principle in 6:31, completely within the context of His teaching on 
loving one’s enemies. 
In John 13 Jesus lives out the principle for His disciples and Peter 
can’t take it. Peter’s pride extends to wanting to determine FOR Jesus 
what is appropriate behavior for Him. Jesus immediately renounces 
Peter’s self-determined sense of propriety and tells Peter, point blank, 
if you are not willing to let me serve you, you will have no part in “ME!” 
Jesus sums up the whole lesson by giving the disciples, and us, the 
“New Commandment,” to love ONE another as He has loved us (see 
John 13:34-35). 
This month we will be reading these verses from John 13 on Maundy 
Thursday, and hear about how they connect with Holy Communion, 
which Jesus instituted on the night in which He was betrayed. Maundy 
Thursday leads to Good Friday when we commemorate Jesus’ 
crucifixion, death and burial. Which leads to Easter Sunday when we 
rejoice together in His triumph over sin and death by His resurrection.
Here is the Holy Week - Easter Sunday worship schedule: 
Palm Sunday - April 10 at 10:00 am 
Worship starting in the Chapel and processing to the Family Life Center 
Maundy Thursday - April 14 at 6:15 pm 
Service in the Chapel with 1st Holy Communion 
Good Friday - April 15 
6:00 pm Family Friendly Service in the Chapel 
7:30 pm Tenebrae Service of Shadows and the 7 last sayings of Jesus 
from the cross in the Chapel 
Easter Sunday - April 17 
8:00 am - Traditional Service in the Chapel 
10:00 am - Festival Service in the Family Life Center



April  2022

www.redeemer.us

Reflections from Pastor John cont.

REDEEMER RAMBLERS 
Ramblers Lenten Service 

Thursday, April 7 
Beginning at 10:30 am

Chapel
Lenten service with communion led by 

Pastor John in the Chapel

Quilting Group
2nd Thursday this month only

Thursday, April 14, 2022 
Great Room from 9:30 to 12:00 PM. 

All are welcome to both events!

As the Sermon Series “ONE” that Pastor Trent and I offered through the season of 
Epiphany had as its theme verse this new command from Jesus—“Just as I have 
loved you, you should love ONE another”—we will reprise that idea after Easter with 
a Sermon Series we’ll call “Golden,” based upon the golden rule (a trivia tidbit: the 
liturgical color for the season of Easter is white or golden). What does it mean for 
us to be golden, to live out the golden rule with ONE another and with all people, 
even our enemies, as Jesus teaches in Luke 6? How might we practice doing unto 
others as we would have them do unto us? OR, doing unto others as Jesus has 
already and regularly does unto us by hosting us at the table of Holy Communion, 
feeding us on His very self and serving us at our deepest point of need for cleansing 
by washing away our sins? 
I hope and pray that you will not only be making plans this month to join us as we 
complete our journey through Lent, and join us for worship through Holy Week and 
Easter, but that you would also join with us as we seek to be golden, to live golden 
lives, to love ONE another as Jesus has loved us and to do for others as we would 
want others to do for us. Imagine the impact our community of faith could have on 
Damascus, the four county region and beyond were we to truly live golden lives 
among our neighbors and the various people in our circles of relational influence. 
That would be “Golden!” 
Peace, 
Pastor John 

Saturday April 23 
Beginning at 8 am with Devotions

ST. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
3620 Red Rose Farm Road

Bowleys Quarters, MD 21220
410 - 335 – 4210

Lunch will be provided
Looking for 10-12 Volunteers for 

construction needs around the church 
Work Team Leaders

Keith Baughman from St. Matthews 
717-578-8527

John Redmon from TRIPLE “R”
 301-370-3782

Volunteer Sign up Contact
 Karen Bransom at 301-253-4344, 

301-807- 0492 or bransom@verizon.net

Monday - Thursday
April 25-28

Beginning at 8 am with Devotions
At the Home of Eric & Sandi Matson

3903 Thrasher Court
Monrovia, MD 21770

410 - 335 – 4210
Looking for 10-12 Volunteers for 

construction needs around the property 
and pool.  

Work Team Leaders
John Redmon from TRIPLE “R”

 301-370-3782 & the Alabama “SWAT” 
team

Volunteer Sign up Contact
 Karen Bransom at 301-253-4344, 

301-807- 0492 or bransom@verizon.net

Marriage Ministry Presents

Date Night
Saturday April 9

Spare some time for your spouse and 
enjoy a night out. Duck pin bowling 

Mt Airy Bowling
4-6 pm

Upper Deck 
Dinner 6-9 pm party room

Cost $16 per person for bowling
Money for your tab for dinner

Contact: Wanda Sloop 240-344-6343
Sign up at www.Redeemer.us

Love Your Neighbor!
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Children & Family Ministry

A Note  from Pastor Trent
Greetings Redeemer Family!
I have had a lot going on recently. First, I have been coaching at Frederick High School 
as a volunteer wrestling coach this past season. We didn’t have any kids go to states, 
but we did have a good group of students. A lot of the kids don’t have much parent 
support, and the inner city schools like Thomas Johnson and Frederick do not have 
any middle school team, and are without a feeding program, so they start behind 
in experience. They also had a new head coach this year, who did not have much 
assistance. His wife took the position as assistant and did administrative work, while I 
helped as I was able. We also had some FCA (Fellowship of Christian Athletes) support 
this year from my friend Luke Staley, who is a mixed martial arts fighter. Luke also 
has an FCA huddle (Bible study) at Clinch Academy in Frederick, which I have been 
attending as well, and will help lead next month.
I have also been busy at work with my young adult Commander’s group. We met 
in January at the Barn on Fire, and despite active snowfall, we still had about 35 
in attendance. We had another meeting in February at Redeemer and had a good 
turnout and showing from many churches. We discussed barriers and bridges to unity. 
I gave a message on what some of those barriers are: Sin (like pride, selfish ambition, 
unforgiveness, resentment), generational (styles of worship), philosophical (how we do 
ministry or how we respond to the pandemic), cultural (white vs. black vs. Hispanic 
churches), historical (church splits like the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox, the 
Reformation, and many other splits from various traditions), and theological (second-
tier issues like baptism, church government, end times, etc.). We split into small groups 
and discussed how to create bridges with one another. Unity does not come naturally- 
it has to be intentionally pursued, and takes a great amount of humility, listening, and 
love.
This time we highlighted the Lutheran church and focused on the sacramental/liturgical 
stream. We plan to highlight the messianic and charismatic movements in the future. 
We also plan to have a workshop on racial reconciliation and ethnic sins.
Through this group, Nancy and I are making more and more community connections 
with other church leaders and organizations across Maryland. We created a 
promotional video for this movement that we hope to use to advertise. There are many 
people excited about what we are doing and Redeemer Lutheran is becoming more 
well known as we have an increasing number of people coming through our doors. 
We have gotten a lot of positive feedback from young people about our space and 
worship. People are saying that we are a great mix of traditional and contemporary 
worship, and see and feel the Holy Spirit at work. Be encouraged!
In other news, by the time you read this, I will have served on my first Via De Christo 
weekend as a spiritual director. I am also going with Nancy to the Mexicali mission trip 
this April. I am continuing to help with middle school, high school, and confirmation 
youth, as well as attending the Redeemer young adult group, where we are talking 
about discipling others. 
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Trent 

Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, April 10 at Kemptown Park

3:30 - 4:45
Register online at www.Redeemer.us

The Voice 
Published monthly by: 

Redeemer Lutheran Church
27015 Ridge Road

Damascus, MD 20872
301-253-3000 

www.Redeemer.us 

www.facebook.com/redeemer.us 
and redeemer.lutheran

Opportunities to serve at Redeemer 
available. Go to: https://www.redeemer.

us/connect/employment/
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Letters
Dear Church Family at Redeemer,
Margie and I would like to thank you for 
your love and support this past year. 
I think Paul said it best in Philippians 
4:17 “not that I seek a gift, but I seek 
the fruit that abounds to your account” 
Praise the Lord, even as you have 
blessed us may you be abundantly 
blessed. We pray this coming year be 
one that each of us experience God’s 
favor. Margie and I will join with you as 
we pray for one another to be enriched 
in all of God’s fullness.
Once again, thank you for ministering 
with us. We are grateful for your 
support.
Love and blessings,
John & Margie Schuch
Chaplain  
Frederick County Detention Center

Dear Redeemer Community,
Thank your for your recent gift to 
InterVarsity at Loyola & Towson. 
Because of your generosity we met 
our goal of $10,000 which is a huge 
blessing!
Our focus this semester is leadership 
development in preparation for next 
year. We have our 6-week leader 
apprentice program going at Loyola 
and the relaunch of Servants Team at 
Towson. 
Please pray for us as we empower 
students to reach their friends with the 
love of Christ.
Joyfully,
Kathryn Downes
InterVarsity

Dear Redeemer Lutheran Church
In 2021, we served more families than we have ever served, and we saw more 
lives touched with the gospel through our partner churches than we had ever seen. 
Proverbs 3:5-6 reminds us, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not rely on 
our own understanding, in all your ways submit to Him and He will make your path 
straight.” This path that God has drawn for us has allowed us to see pastors coming 
together, building deeper relationships, sharing burdens and helping each other to 
thrive. 
This year we focused on the relationships that bind us together. Many of our partners 
were able to come together this fall, serving together and having meaningful 
discussions. We still have a long way to go, but we are moving intentionally towards 
more relational connections between churches, and more importantly, between 
congregations. These interactions happened because of your generous donations. 
This year we rehabilitated 20 homes and have resourced 250+ outreach projects 
done through the churches to see the gospel impact lives. This December you 
helped us raise an additional $258,807, which is what is needed to advance in the 
path the Lord has directed us for 2022.
Your gift total for 2021 is $10,000. Thank you for your generous gift.
We appreciate your longterm partnership in transforming communities. You’re our 
special group when you do come and Aaron always is in touch. Pray for us and we 
pray now for you.
To God be the Glory,
Tracy Hipps,
Executive Director,
Christian Service Mission

Dear Redeemer Church Leaders and congregation,
Thank you for your donation of $2,500 to Building Veterans in 2021. Building 
Veterans has been and will continue to be critically impacted by the COVID-19 
epidemic. Despite these challenges our Board/staff, volunteers and participants 
remain steadfast in prioritizing our mission safely and proudly. We want to thank 
your for making us a recipient of your generosity, especially in times like these.
Our participants have become a valuable asset in the greater Brunswick community 
as they have become ambassadors of goodwill. They are dedicated volunteers with 
the Brunswick Food Bank, serve as lawn maintenance and snow removal teams 
for local churches, participate in city beautification and clean-up events, and  often 
assist residents with odd jobs. Most importantly, they are a beacon of hope and 
serve as mentors by giving a hand up to those who are struggling with addictions 
associated with PTSD, TBI and depression.
Thanks to you, we have helped over twenty-five men in 2021 and the men have 
helped our community. We, and those we serve, sincerely appreciate your generosity 
and look forward to our continued partnership in 2022.
Sincerely,
Cathy Sipocz
Executive Director
Building Veterans

On Saturday March 19, 88 women 
gathered together for the Women’s 
Ministry Breakfast. This year’s topic 
was Relational Wisdom. Thank 
you Patti Damiani of Anchor Point 
Ministry and Relational Wisdom 
360, Omelette Chef, Wynne Roos 
and all those who served and 
attended. God’s abundant blessing 
flowed.


