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Guiding Scripture

Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these."   Matthew 19:14

Goal

To ensure the physical, spiritual and emotional well being and safety of our children and youth, as well as all adult leaders involved in our ministries.

Introduction: 

At Redeemer Lutheran Church it is our mission that "each child, teen and adult would come to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior" (Redeemer's Children's Ministry, 2002).  It is also one of our prayers that each child/teen would find Redeemer a place of safety.  In order to provide as safe and secure environment, to minimize any unwarranted accusation and to provide an environment in which each child can come to know God as loving, compassionate and trustworthy, the following procedures have been adopted.

Child abuse is "any serious, non-accidental, physical or mental injury, sexual exploitation, or serious physical neglect of a child less than eighteen years of age" (Costner, 1993).  Child sexual abuse is defined as "any contact or interaction (visual, verbal, or psychological) between a child/adolescent and an adult when the child/adolescent is being used for the sexual stimulation of the perpetrator or any other person" (Allender, 1990).  It is estimated that 1 in 5 males has been sexually abused by the time they are 18, and 1 in 3 women have been sexually abused by the time they are 18.  A stranger to the child commits 9 % of sexual abuse, 91% is committed by a person known and trusted by the child.  50% of the time it is not a family member (Courageous living video: Broken Trust, 1996). Child abuse happens in all demographic, racial, ethnic, socioeconomic and religious groups.  The effects of child abuse, in any form, are devastating and far reaching.  Some effects are: loss of childhood memories, loss of healthy social contact, depression, Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome, a distorted view of God and difficulty in maintaining meaningful relationships with a member of the opposite sex (Hammar, Klpowicz & Cobble, 1992 and Allender, 1990).

We know that this is a sensitive issue for many people.  If during the reading of this booklet and/or attending the presentation of this material, you feel the need to talk to someone, please feel free to call on any of the staff or pastoral staff members.  

Goals for the Kid Safe Program:

1. To prevent child abuse by educating members of our church family who minister to children, youth and teens at Redeemer.

2. To protect the children, youth and teens entrusted to our care from people who may seek to harm them. 

3. To insure proper reporting of suspected cases of child abuse.

Screening and Training of Volunteers:

Those who wish to make a commitment to serve in Redeemer's ministries to children and youth must meet the following requirements:

Personal Qualifications:

1. A personal relationship with Jesus Christ 

2. A passion for children and/or youth/teens

3. No criminal record or history of abusing children, youth and /or teens.

Training and Screening:

1. Attend a Kid Safe training or complete a Kid Safe training.

2. Complete a "Ministry Orientation form" and agree with the established policies. (All information given in the "Ministry Questionnaire Form" and in the phone checks with the references will be kept confidential.  There will be a committee of people assigned to keep track of the forms and the reference information.  All information will be kept in a locked location. )

Ministry Standards:

· Open Door Policy: 

· It is our intention that there will always be two adults present in a classroom; however, we also acknowledge that things occur where this is not always possible.  Therefore, if it is not possible for two adults to be present in a room of children/youth/teens, then please make sure that the window of the door is not covered in any manner.  If the room you are in does not have a window in the door, then please leave the door open.  If you are the only adult and there is only one child in attendance, please join in with a neighboring class. 

· Diaper changes:

· Changing should be done in a room with another nursery worker present, or the door to the room left open.

· Bathroom Procedures: 

· Children 5 years of age or younger: escort child to the bathroom.  Door to the bathroom may stay closed if there is another adult in the bathroom; otherwise leave the door to the hall open.  Allow the child to go into the stall and assist the child with only those things, which he/she is unable to do.  Allow the child as much privacy as is possible.    

· Display of Physical Affection:

· Good touches are an important means of demonstrating our love and concern for the children, youth and teens in our ministries, yet the following limits must be followed: Touching or tickling children, youth and/or teens under their clothing is prohibited.  Caution should be taken when roughhousing with children or youth.  Be sure you are in a public area with other adults present.  

· Special Activities:

· Leaders of all ministries, to insure proper supervision must approve all activities or outings outside the normal ministry calendar.

· Contacting Youth:

· When a ministry leader will need to contact (either by phone &/or email) children/youth on a routine basis (i.e.: Music director needs to contact children/youth regarding practice changes), a Contact form (see leader of ministries for form) will be sent home at the beginning of the year/event (i.e.: at the beginning of the junior hand bells season, or the beginning of the Christmas cantata rehearsals).  Emails should only be sent to the family email address

· Driving Students in Your Car:

· If a student or groups of students need a ride to or from a church sponsored meeting or activity, two adults should be present in the vehicle.  If a leader needs to drive a student or group of students without another adult present, parental permission must be obtained prior to the trip.  

· Retreats and Overnight Activities:  

· Written parental permission must be obtained for each student prior to the trip. 

· A minimum of 2 adult leaders per gender of youth/teens must be present at any overnight activity.  

· Separate sleeping and changing areas must be designated for girls and boys and off limits to members of the opposite sex.  No socializing, raiding, or peeping in windows will be tolerated in these areas.  

· Each sleeping area must have a minimum of two adult leaders and two or more students.  

· Ministry leaders will be responsible for ensuring an appropriate adult/youth ratio is present. 

· There are not church sponsored retreats or over night activities for children preschool to 4th grade, without children's ministry team approval.

Reporting child abuse: 

Reporting suspected cases of child abuse is an important part or our prevention program.  Anyone who sees a child being abused or suspects that a child has been abused should report it immediately.

What types of things should be reported?

· If you witness someone abusing a child. 

· If a child confesses to you that he/she has been abused

· If you see physical evidence that a child has been sexually abused i.e., any unusual pattern or location of bruises, cuts, burns, or cars on a child, missing hair, injuries or unusual redness around genitals (in case of an infant), conflicting stories about injuries, etc....). 

Procedures for reporting child abuse:

· Children/Youth workers should immediately contact the pastoral staff member who supervises their ministry. 

· The appropriate persons will contact the alleged perpetrator regarding the accusation following the guidelines of Matthew 18. 

· If suspicion seems warranted, the appropriate person will contact the appropriate agency.    

Code of Maryland regulations, Section 07.02.07 requires reporting child abuse or neglect in the following manner:

An individual shall immediately report suspected child abuse or neglect to the local department of social services, or report the suspected incident to a local law enforcement agency.

Health practitioners, educators, human service workers, and police officers are required to report, both orally and in writing, any suspected child abuse or neglect, with oral report being made immediately and the written report being made within 48 hours of the contact which disclosed the suspected abuse or neglect. 

A report shall include: 

1. The name and home address of the child and the parent or other individual responsible for the care of the child; 

2. The present location of the child; 

3. The age of the child; 

4. The names and ages of other children in the home; 

5. The nature and extent of injuries or sexual abuse or neglect of the child, including any information known to the individual making the report of previous possible physical or sexual abuse or neglect; 

6. After the call a written report May need to be submitted. 

7. All cases should be handled in a quiet and confidential manner

8. If reporting abuse or neglect of a child involving mental injury, a description of the substantial impairment of the child's mental or psychological ability to function that was observed and identified, and why it is believed to be attributable to an act of maltreatment or omission of proper care and attention

9. Reports of abuse shall be made to the local departments of social services or the appropriate law enforcement agency. Reports of neglect shall be made to local departments of social services.

10. An employee of a local department of social services who receives a report of suspected child abuse or neglect, shall report the information to the protective services unit within the local department at once so as to initiate prompt handling of the report of suspected child abuse or neglect.

Phone numbers of Children Social Services

Frederick County:

(301) 694-2464

After hours (301) 694-2100 (police department)

Howard County:

 (410) 872-8700

After hours (410) 313-2929 (police department)

Carroll County

(410)-386-3434 (24 hours)

Montgomery County:

 (240) 777-4417 (24 hours)

References

Cosner, Robert E., (1993).  "A guide to the Management of Child Abuse, (Doylestown, PA: Bucks County Children and Youth Services.

Allender, D (1990).  The Wounded Heart: Hope for Adult Victims of Childhood Sexual Abuse.  Navpress, state.

Hammer, R. (1992).  National & International Religion Report.  Vol 6, No. 24, p.3.

Courageous Living Video: Broken Trust: For Survivors of Sexual Abuse (1996).  Christian Counseling Resources, Chicago, IL.  

Updated 7/31/06

Redeemer Lutheran Church


Damascus, Maryland








