
Reflections from Pastor JohnOur Mission
Jesus said 

 “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 

Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Matthew 28:18 –19
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
ANNUAL BREAKFAST

Relation Wisdom
Going beyond emotional intelligence, the 
ability to discern emotions, interests and 

abilities in yourself and others, to interpret 
this information in the light of God’s Word, 
and to use these insights to manage your 
responses and relationships successfully.

Led by Speaker Patty Damiani, 
Certified Life coach  

of Relation Wisdom 3600

Breakfast provided by 
The Omelet Chef

Saturday March 19, 2022
8:00 - 11:30

$10
Register and pay online at www.

Redeemer.us or use QR Code

“If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. 
But if we confess our sins to Him, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all wickedness. If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God 
a liar and showing that His word has no place in our hearts.” - 1 John 1:8-10

The month of March begins on Shrove Tuesday, a day traditionally given to preparing 
for the austere season of Lent. Lent begins the following day, Ash Wednesday. It is 
on this day that we take our first step on the journey of Lent by remembering our 
mortality and our need for a Savior to deal with our sin.

As John wrote in his first letter, we do ourselves harm when we think we are 
decently acceptable people and not sinners. We are, to use John’s own words 
from the New Living Translation, “fooling ourselves and not living in the truth.” 
It is only sinners who need a Savior. If you do not accept your own sinfulness, 
you don’t need Jesus! What would someone who is not a sinner need a Savior 
for? But you do need a Savior! So plan to join us on Ash Wednesday for one 
of our services. You can join me in remembering our sinfulness, confessing our 
sin and starting the Lenten journey forgiven and cleansed from all wickedness.
Our theme through the whole season is summed up in the one word “Forgiven.” 
We will be focusing on various elements of a painting by Thomas Blackshear 
II that you will see displayed in our building or on one of the commemorative 
cards we will have available. All the various aspects of this powerful work of art 
can teach us the truth of John’s words above. This is a most important lesson 
for us to learn, because it is knowing and understanding the depth of sin of 
which we’ve been forgiven, the extent of wickedness from which we’ve been 
cleansed, that inspires our ability to forgive others. Let me put that another 
way.
When I hold the perspective that I’m a pretty good person, and someone hurts 
me or offends me, I can easily take that offense and act in very unforgiving 
ways towards the person who committed the offense. But when I recognize 
how deeply sinful I am and hurtful I’ve been toward God, and yet receive the 
blessedness of His forgiveness of me, it is much harder to hold on to offense 
and refuse to forgive, simply because I know so clearly that I have been forgiven 
of such horrendous sinfulness.
Jesus tells us, when He teaches us to pray, to plead for God’s forgiveness 
as we have forgiven others. “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.” Which comes first? My forgiving others? Or God 
forgiving me? It’s really a “chicken and egg” thing. I personally think along the 
lines of God’s actions always coming first. Because He forgives me, I am able 
to forgive others.
Who do you find most difficult to forgive? Think of someone who has hurt you, 
offended you. How have you struggled to forgive them? Have you forgiven 
them? If not or if you are struggling to, then this Lent theme is for you. Walk 
with us through the Lenten theme “Forgiven.” Then, ask Jesus, by the gift of 
His indwelling presence through His Holy Spirit, to enable you to take a step 
towards actually forgiving.
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Reflections from Pastor John cont. PANCAKE SUPPER
Tuesday, March 1

4:30 - 6:30 pm
Freewill Offering

Register on Realm 
or use QR Code

ASH WEDNESDAY
WORSHIP

March 2 at 9:30 am & 6:45 pm 
Chapel - In person only

Mid-Week Lenten Worship
Forgiven

March 9 - April 6 at 6:45 pm 

REDEEMER RAMBLERS  
Quilting Group

Thursday, March  3, 2022 
Great Room from 9:30 to 12:00 PM. 

Social Event/Meeting 
Thursday, March 10 
beginning at 10 am

10:30 Lenten service with communion led by 
Pastor John in the Chapel

12:00  there will be lunch celebrating  
St. Patrick’s Day. Wear green and bring a dish  

to share.

Thursdays, March 3 - 24
10:00 - 11:30 am

This in-person 4-week mommy and me music class 
is designed for preschool aged children from birth to 
kindergarten. Together we will learn God’s amazing love 
for us through music and movement. 
Please sign up HERE or use QR Code. 
Questions? Contact Katie Vernon

Presented by 
Children’s Ministry & Youth Ministry

Parenting Seminar
Saturday March 12

4:30 - 7:30 pm
Our main session will focus on “What do we value?” And our breakout 

groups will be on relevant topics that parents are interested in and 
have voiced a concern.

Dinner & Small Group Discussion
Cost Individual $15, Couple $25

Child care provided for ages 12 and under
Please sign up HERE or use QR Code. 

Questions? Contact Valerie Bartel

Here are the weekly topics along this year’s Lenten journey:
• Week 1 - Sunday, March 6: Darkness
• Mid-week, March 9: Guilt
• Week 2 - Sunday, March 13: Repentance
• Mid-week, March 16: Grace
• Week 3 - Sunday, March 20: Redemption
• Mid-week, March 23: Strength
• Week 4 - Sunday, March 27: Holiness
• Mid-week, March 30: Change
• Week 5 - Sunday, April 3: Righteousness
• Mid-week, April 6: Justification
• Holy Week - Palm Sunday, April 10: Worship and Growth
• Maundy Thursday, April 14
• Good Friday, April 15
• Easter Sunday, April 17 

Your fellow pilgrim to the cross,
Pastor John


