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Christian Growth 
Opportunities 

Sundays at 8:30 am for all ages.
Wednesdays at 9:30 am for  

Lil Sparks, Spark Kidz 
& Moms Rekindled

Our Mission
Jesus said 

 “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 

Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Matthew 28:18 –19

Dear Redeemer Family,
Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying. 
Romans 12:12
Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be 
persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere. Ephesians 6:18
Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what 
you need, and thank him for all he has done. Philippians 4:6
Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind and a thankful heart.  
Colossians 4:2
Never stop praying. 1 Thessalonians 5:17

This month we continue in our sermon series, “The Good Fight.” It is an 
opportunity for each of us to devote ourselves to fighting the good fight of the 
faith by connecting at the heart level with our God through prayer in order that 
we may fight, not against flesh and blood, but against the forces of evil and the 
powers of darkness. I want to ask you to join me in praying for Redeemer. 
You may remember how Pastor Trent kicked off this series, with the challenge 
to stop complaining and start praying. He challenged us to ask each day, “Lord, 
how can I bless and serve those around me today? As we become a praying 
congregation, we will be drawn more and more fully into the heart of God who 
blesses us in so many ways that we can bless others. Pray for the Holy Spirit to 
unite your heart with the heart of God. Pray for the staff and members of council. 
Pray for Pastors everywhere, that the Kingdom of God may come and God’s will 
may be done on earth.

Celebrate
Recovery

The best place to be on a Tuesday night!

Celebrate Recovery is a Christ 
centered program that gives people 
the resources and relationships to 
help them recover from life’s hurts, 
habits, and hang-ups. Doors open at 
6:30 pm. Meet in the Chapel.

Now you can rewatch 
a sermon on our website 
https://www.redeemer.us

/livestream/sermons/
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The Council, Staff and Key Ministry leaders have been coming together weekly to 
pray for the Lord’s direction for us as a congregation. We have been seeking King 
Jesus, that we may be faithful to Him as He has been so faithful to us.  We invite you 
to join us in listening to His leading for our future. 
Once the current sermon series is completed, we will begin a new six-week 
series called “Living Generously: Like Jesus.” In this time historically devoted to 
stewardship, we need to consider the example Jesus gave us of how to live faithfully 
and love sacrificially. During this six-week term, the council would like to invite every 
member of Redeemer to devote themselves to prayer by gathering corporately as 
a community on Wednesday evenings for a time of prayer in the Chapel. As the 
council, staff and key ministry leaders have modeled, we challenge each member 
to join in corporate prayer for Redeemer.
Our hope is to make the six Wednesday evenings of this term a time with our 
Heavenly Father together in prayer, preceded by a time for fellowship by having a 
meal together. Please be waiting and watching for further details as we get closer.  
So, “keep on praying... pray in the Spirit... be persistent in your prayers... pray 
about everything... devote yourselves to prayer... never stop praying... and “Be 
thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus  
(1 Thessalonians 5:18).
Peace,
Pastor John

On September 16 & 17, 22 people from staff and council met at Spooky Nook retreat center in Manheim, PA. Friday evening  
was led by Pastor Peter in contemplative prayer. This set the tone for Saturday discussions, teaching and team building 
activities like making a cupcake from legos (bottom right). 

Guest Services Ministry
Matthew 25:35  For I was…a stranger 
and you welcomed me.
Do you have a heart for hospitality and 
enjoy welcoming people into the life of 
our congregation?  Are you looking for a 
place to serve Redeemer with a limited 
time commitment?  Our Guest Services 
Ministry is in need of Greeters on Sunday 
mornings. Time commitment is typically 
less than an hour once a month. 
Contact Nikki Fischer, (360)621-3480 or 
waquiltermom@mac.com
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From Pastor Trent

Redeemer Ramblers - Who are the Ramblers?
The Ramblers are people from Redeemer who are 55 years and 
older and enjoy getting together for Christian fellowship. Once 
a month they take field trips planned by members, or have 
a gathering at the church. Mark your calendar for their usual 
gathering on the second Tuesday of the month. They would love 
for you to join them!

Rambler Gathering Thursday October 13
10:30 am for program, 12 noon for lunch

Contact Joanne Kessler at 301-253-0335 with any questions.

Quilting Group - We Need You!
Thursday, October 6 

Great Room from 9:30 – 1:00 PM
Looking for new members to be part of making quilts for those 
in need from war, disaster or poverty. Not sure what to do? 
Someone is always available show you how you can be part of 
this ministry. Quilts are currently in the finishing stages and are 
being delivered to in November to Lutheran World Relief. Please 
pray about joining.

Fall is in the air! My favorite season! The crisp cool air, the light jackets and 
flannel, the beautiful trees. It is the best time of year for hiking and camping. 
In the Hebrew calendar, the fall is the start of the year (Rosh Hashanah, which 
literally means “the head of the year,” is Sept 25th this year). It seems like the 
start of the year in the ministry calendar as well. There is a fresh wave of energy 
in ministry as people return from their summer travels and projects and get back 
to a schedule. I am always happy for opportunities for fresh new starts and 
starting new seasons with the Lord.
What is the Lord saying in this season? We are in a post-pandemic world, and the 
world has changed in many ways, including the church. Nationally, only about 
36-60% of people have returned to the church since the pandemic started. 58% 
of millennials and Gen Z’s don’t want to attend in-person church services. 48% 
of millennials who grew up in the church are now post-Christian. Many pastors 
are resigning, many churches are closing, and there are not enough pastors 
or ministry leaders to replace those retiring. We face many challenges as we 
confront these current realities. What is Jesus doing?
Well I know that Jesus never misses an opportunity. As the world and church 
is shaken, I believe that God is calling us back to the basics: namely prayer. I 

believe he is calling His church to unite together in corporate prayer, and call out to him for help, revival, and guidance for a ministry 
strategy going forward.  Prayer unites us in heart, mind, and Spirit. And from that unity both from within Redeemer and within the 
wider local church community, we go out into our community as a united people. When people don’t come to us anymore for our 
services or programs, we have to go out to meet them where they are. Jesus prays, “that they may all be one, just as you, Father, 
are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me” (John 17:21).
Many Pastors throughout our state are recognizing this and many calls to unite in prayer are going out in every county. Pastors in 
Damascus have all been willing to make sacrifices to pray together on the 4th Wednesday of each month for one hour: 7-8 pm, 
rotating churches each month. At Redeemer, we are praying every Wednesday morning from 7:30-8:30 am. Donna DeMattia is 
organizing prayer partners to pray for each other, so that each family is covered by prayer. We have prayed in front of Damascus 
High School and we are planning prayer walks around the town.
Going forward, I am continuing to develop a ministry network and exploring different avenues of communication. We hope to send 
out Bless Every Home teams to every house in Damascus to knock on doors and pray with people and share the Gospel with them. 
We are also exploring different ways that we can partner with other churches in outreach ministry and worship. Our own nation is 
becoming more and more of a mission field, and our ministry practices should adapt to this new reality as we look to do ministry 
outside the walls of the church and partner together. 
Consider this an open invitation to join in what Jesus is doing! Please join us for prayer!
With peace in Christ,
Pastor Trent

MISSION TRIP TO ALABAMA
October 30 -November 5

Contact John DeGiorgio  
at 301-466-6288 or 

jdegiorgio@comcast.net  
for details
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Children & Family Ministry
Trunk or Treat & Pumpkin Carving

Sunday, October 30
Trunk or Treat 4 to 5 pm Lower Level Parking Lot

Dress up and enjoy your friends and family.
Pizza Dinner & Pumpkin Carving 5 to 6:30 pm Family Life Center

Cost is $10 per pizza. 
Bring your own pumpkins and carving utensils.

Sign up at www.Redeemer.us or use QR Code

2023
YOUTH MINISTRY 
TRIPS

September was a busy and special month at Redeemer. In addition to the beginning of a new year of ministry, on 
Wednesday September 7, people from Redeemer along with our special guests from Nicaragua enjoyed a potluck dinner. 
Then on the following Sunday our Rally Day celebration included the Ordination of Peter Gammell. Pastors Katia and Soliette 
from Nicaragua, Pastor Jean Claude from Rwanda, Pastor Trevor, recently returned from California and Pastors Trent and 
John all took part in the ordination service by prayer and the laying on of hands. Afterwards the congregation celebrated all 
the good things Jesus does for us with an indoor “picnic”.  
Pastor Peter and Rachel have been deployed to the Signpost Inn in Canon City, CO leading workshops, retreats and Bible 
studies in prayer, rest and rejuvenation. 

Thank you for taking pictures Katie Vernon  
& Jason Magnussen.

Winter Meltdown
February 3-5, 2023
River Valley Ranch - $125
A winter youth retreat where students  
and leaders can focus on God and build 
meaningful relationships with each other.

Week of Hope
July 9-14, 2023
Charleston, South Caroline - $300
Community service mission trip for middle & 
high school age kids.


