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Reflections from Pastor JohnOur Mission
Jesus said 

 “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 

Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Matthew 28:18 –19

Continue on page 2

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 
“Follow me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip 
found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law 
and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” Nathanael said 
to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and 
see.” John 1:43-46

When Jesus called Philip to follow Him, Philip wanted to share his new love for 
Jesus with a friend who needed to know Jesus too. He simply invited Nathanael to 
“come and see.” This fall I’d like to invite you to come and see. Come and see what 
Jesus has in store for us at Redeemer. Come and see how Jesus has been faithful 
to His Body, the church, through times of PUC, pain, uncertainty and chaos. Come 
and see how Jesus loves the chosen whom He calls to follow Him. Come and see 
how Jesus will use us to help others also come to know God’s grace.
Think back to last September. We entered into a time of disappointment because 
so many of us thought when the pandemic began that it would be a memory by fall. 
On the contrary, the pandemic thrust communities, businesses, school systems, 
churches, even whole countries in some parts of the world into a malaise of pain, 
uncertainty and chaos not experienced before in our lifetime. Fall of 2020 through 
spring of 2021 is a blur. We come into fall of 2021 with glimmers of light and hope 
that we may see this pandemic put behind us. Yet the variants keep wrecking havoc.
Nevertheless, we are working with what we have and planning a new fall of ministry. 
We’ve learned a lot about God’s faithfulness through storms. We’ve walked with 
Jesus into new ways He has given us to accomplish our mission to make disciples 
of all nations. We will continue to trust Him to use us to share the Good News of the 
Gospel and participate in the building of His Kingdom. In some ways we will return 
to familiar forms of ministry. In other ways we will need to encourage one another to 
adopt new patterns of faith-family life.
This fall we can look forward to ministry for all ages. Sunday morning will be a time 
for the whole family to come and see in childrens ministry, youth ministry, adult 
ministry, worship ministry. These ministry times will be aimed at helping us all be 
equipped for the ministry to which Jesus calls all His chosen, His followers. I’ve 
used the phrase “the chosen” a few times for a reason. We will be drawing from 
the themes of the ultra-popular TV series, “The Chosen,” a multi season TV show 
about the life of Jesus and those He chose to follow Him as His disciples. Here are 
some details.
On Sunday, September 12 we will bring everyone together for worship at 10:00 
am followed immediately by our longstanding traditional family picnic outside with 
box lunches and plenty of fellowship. The following weeks September 19 through 
Christ the King Sunday, November 21, we will have a sermon series drawing 
from key Gospel texts upon which The Chosen is based. We will also be offering 
a special movie night on Wednesday’s during those weeks were you can come 
together and see the 8 episodes of season 1 for yourself and have a community 
of people with whom to discuss what we experience through this powerful series.  
 

Sunday September 12
8:30 –9:40 am

Sunday ministries for children, 
youth and adults begin

Worship
10:00 am

Picnic
Outdoors boxed lunch from Carterque 

after worship.
Sign up here for boxed lunch: 

https://onrealm.org/RedeemerLuthera/
PublicRegistrations/
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September 12 - Rally Day - Kick Off of our Fall Focus Here is what the schedule will 
look like:

September 19 - “I Have Called You By Name”
Wednesday September 22 - movie night: episode one
September 26 - “Shabbat” 
Wednesday September 29 - movie night: episode two
October 3 - “Jesus Love the Little Children” 
Wednesday October 6 - movie night: episode three
October 10 - “The Rock On Which It Is Built”
Wednesday October 13 - movie night: episode four
October 17 - “The Wedding Gift”
Wednesday October 20 - movie night: episode five
October 24 - “Indescribable Compassion”
Wednesday October 27 - movie night: episode six
October 31 - Reformation Day (New Members Received)
Take a break from “movie night” week 
November 7 - “Invitations”  - All Saints Sunday
Wednesday November 10 - movie night: episode seven (the John 3:16 episode!)
November 14 - “I Am He”
Wednesday November 17 - movie night: episode eight
November 21 (PT) - An Abundant Equipping (Christ the King Sunday)
Wednesday November 24 - Thanksgiving Eve worship service

I hope you will plan to “come and see” what is happening at Redeemer this fall. 
I hope you will prayerfully consider joining us for fellowship and a watch party 
with “The Chosen” on Wednesday evenings this fall. I hope you will be ready and 
equipped to follow Jesus yourself and to join Him on His mission to redeem and 
restore people who need to come to know Him as Savior. May we together stay 
focused on our mission to make disciples of all nations.

In the love of the One who has chosen us to follow,
Pastor John

Have you ever wondered “What am I here for?”
What does it mean to be a called person?

Many Christians assume their religious leaders are the called ones but 
Jesus calls all believers for a unique purpose. 

Living a Life of Purpose
Saturday mornings 8:30 am-12:00 noon

 This 4 part workshop begins September 25  
and meets again October 23, November 13, February 19.

Each workshop builds on the previous one. The first 3 workshops will 
be held at Redeemer and the last one will be a little longer and take 
place at Bishop Claggett Center in Buckeystown. Details available at 

https://www.redeemer.us/connect/women/
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YOUNG ADULTS

There are many exciting things going on with young adults in this area. While Redeemer 
may not necessarily see many young adults in the pews, there is no lack of young 
adult activity. There are different gathering and Bible studies happening most days of 
the week. There are Bible studies on Mondays and Thursdays, Zoom Bible studies on 
Tuesdays and Fridays, worship and prayer on Wednesdays and Saturdays. There are 
many young adult groups that are meeting that are not necessarily connected to or 
sponsored by a particular church. They are self-organized and attended by members 
of various churches and denominations. They go by different names: The Garden, The 
Barn, The Farm, River’s Edge, Redeemer Young adults, and more. I have been visiting 
these various gatherings and making connections. What I have found is that there is 
a move towards unity among the young adults and denominational lines are falling to 
the ground. Redeemer’s young adult group, hosted by Kyle and Amanda Hughes, is 
no exception, and has people attend from various churches and backgrounds.
In an attempt at unity, I have been trying to connect these different groups together 
so that we can function better as a unit and work together. I started by doing this last 
fall when I created a Facebook group called Abide: Online Young Adult Community, 
where we post devotionals, prayer requests, Bible studies, events, and have open 
discussions in a safe space. We have around 170 members in this group.
After Easter, I called together the leaders of these young adults together for a 
“commander’s meeting” where we cast vision for unity amongst the young adults 
in the region. We had them fill out a ministry survey, in which we asked questions 
about vision, gifts, calling, church, emotional and spiritual health, accountability, and 
discipleship. Out of this meeting, we have been building a core team of leaders to lead 
this movement and have been gathering weekly for prayer. We are also attempting to 
build a regional ministry network across central Maryland, and hope to come up with 
regional goals as the Church (big C). We want it to be young adult driven, but guided 
and steered by seasoned ministry veterans who can disciple and champion them. It 
very exciting to see what the Holy Spirit is going to do with these connections and with 
this movement as we continue to seek God’s Kingdom.

Pastor Trent Thompson

Serving at Beacon House Again

Once again, the opportunity to serve 
locally at the Frederick Rescue Mission 
(Beacon House) is available.
For over 20 years our Redeemer family 
has prepared and served a Saturday lunch 
to the community in downtown Frederick 
at the Rescue Mission.  Due to COVID-19  
this has not been possible for the past 
18 months and the mission provided all 
meals to serve the community. Very slowly 
they are now allowing outside groups the 
opportunity to serve.  At this time, they 
are asking for dinner to serve the 40-50 
men who reside at the house.
We are hoping to get on the schedule for a 
Saturday in September or October.  When 
we get a date, a menu with a food and 
serving sign up will be posted.  This will 
be a smaller scale to the meals we have 
prepared in the past but we look forward 
to getting back and serving once again at 
the Beacon House.
If you have any questions please don’t 
hesitate to reach out and contact Paul 
Schweitzer at 301-748-6968 or email him 
at pcschweitzer@gmail.com.

Thank you
Paul & Taina Schweitzer

REDEEMER RAMBLERS

Open House
October 7

9:30 am – 12:00 noon
Come one, come all! 

Maybe when you think of quilting you imagine lots of material sew together into one 
big cover with folks diligently making tiny stitches in the form of some pattern over the 
entire surface. Well, that not what happens! A quilt is generally a single piece of fabric 
(backing), a sewn collection of squares or rectangles that make up the front.
We will have on display quilts that we are ready to pass on to Lutheran World Relief in 
New Windsor, MD and some that are in progress for you to view. Also, we have all the 
supplies needed to put together quite a few more quilts!
We will be serving finger foods and a beverage and we look forward to having you visit 
and learn about the quilting that has been done at Redeemer for many years.
The Redeemer Ramblers meet the first Thursday of every month in the Great Room 
from 9:30 am–12:00 noon. An important part of each session is fellowship. Your help 
when you can, will be greatly appreciated.

Questions? Contact Joanne Kessler at 301-25300335
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While Debbie Tomlinson and her various 
teams are always busy working hard to 
keep the building functioning, it’s in the 
summer that Debbie and her teams take 
the vision of how to make the physical 
space the best it can be for the various 
ministries that meet in the building. 
This summer is no different. Outside in 
the lower parking lot there will be a lit 
basketball/volleyball court for outdoor 
ministries. Room 210/212 in the Adult 
Education wing have had a shared wall 
removed, a monitor installed to enlarge 
the space for multi use purposes 
including hybrid meetings. A monitor 
has also been installed in the Great 
Room as another option for hybrid 
meetings. There is also a new nursing 
moms room in room 207 with plans for 
a monitor in the near future. Last but not 
least fresh coats of paint, new flooring 
and LED lighting prepares us for a new 
season of ministry. 
Thank you to all who serve on the 
various property teams for your faithful 
work to keep the building hospitable 
and useful for ministry to Redeemer and 
the community.

Sing n’ Sprout
Begins September 9
Sing N’ Sprout is a Christian Preschool Music Ministry for caregivers and their 
children birth-5 years old (before Kindergarten). The 8 week curriculum is upbeat 
and fun for all ages. This session will focus on creation, basic music theory and 
movement. The cost is $30 for one session. Registration is limited to the first 15 
families. Families will be notified if they are wait listed. Details and registration at 
https://www.redeemer.us/events/detail/sing-n-sprout/33370-1631160000/

Relating • Restoring • Rebuilding
Triple R Mission Team

Mission Trip to Alabama
September 11–18

The team will again be working with Christian Service Mission (CSM) 
and our brother in Christ, Aaron Parsons. Redeemer has invested, 

through our tithes, money for the work we will do during the week as we 
once again help relate, restore and rebuild this area of Alabama that has 

once again been hit by severe storms and tornadoes.. 

Details available at www. Redeemer.us or Contact: Karen Bransom at 
301-253-4344, 301-807-0492 or bransom@verizon.net

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY

Lil’ Sparks
Meets the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays from 9:30–11:30 am beginning Sept. 15.
This preschool program features a Bible lesson, music, crafts and other activities to 
help spark faith in your child. (Moms Rekindled meets at the same time on 1st & 3rd 
Wednesdays. We ask that moms/caregivers join either Moms Rekindled or another 
Bible study offered during this time). 

Moms Rekindled
Meets the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays from 9:30–11:30 am beginning Sept. 15.
Moms Rekindled’s mission is to encourage and foster fellowship and friendship to 
all mothers, connecting them with the power and love of Jesus Christ.  We will have 
speakers on many topics, crafts, small group breakout sessions, fellowship, and 
more.  We believe women in any stage of motherhood have a purpose at Moms 
Rekindled, so please consider joining our group. Cost is $40.

Register and pay for Lil’ Sparks or Moms Rekindled here: https://www.redeemer.
us/connect/children-family/

PROPERTIES

Opportunities to serve at Redeemer 
available. Go to: https://www.redeemer.
us/connect/employment/


