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Make Room for Advent
by Bette Dickinson

Devotional with challenges to 
help you grow this Christmas 

available online or to download 
at www.Redeemer.us

Our Mission
Jesus said 

 “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 

Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Matthew 28:18 –19

Now you can re watch 
a sermon on our website 
https://www.redeemer.us

/livestream/sermons/

Christmas Worship
Christmas Eve

4 pm Family Service
Family Life Center

6 pm Praise & Worship
Family Life Center

8 pm Traditional Service
Chapel

Christmas Day
11 am Chapel

In the last days, the mountain of the Lord’s house will be the highest of all—the most 
important place on earth. It will be raised above the other hills, and people from all 
over the world will stream there to worship. People from many nations will come 
and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of Jacob’s 
God. There he will teach us his ways, and we will walk in his paths.” For the Lord’s 
teaching will go out from Zion; his word will go out from Jerusalem. The Lord will 
mediate between nations and will settle international disputes. They will hammer 
their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will no 
longer fight against nation, nor train for war anymore.    Isaiah 2:2-4 NLT
For the people of Israel in Isaiah’s day, Mount Zion, where the temple of the one 
true God sat, was a focal point for the people in thinking of God’s rule and reign. 
The prophet uses this with which the people were familiar to point to a mysterious 
distant future when the Kingdom of God would come, an age that began with the 
incarnation of Jesus the Christ (King), and will find its ultimate fulfillment when 
Jesus returns.
The last Sunday of November was the first of four Sundays of the season of Advent. 
This is a season during which we anticipate the celebration of the Incarnation and 
look forward to when the promise of Jesus’ return comes to fulfillment. The promise 
above that comes to us through the Prophet Isaiah describes a time that each one 
of us should look forward to, wouldn’t you say? It will be a time when King Jesus will 
settle international disputes. A time when all the instruments of war and aggression 
will be transformed into productive tools of the world’s welfare. What a time that will 
be. Won’t it be amazing to experience the fullness of God’s Kingdom for which we 
pray in the Lord’s Prayer; Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done.
Typically, Advent’s four Sunday themes are 1.) Prophecy, 2.) Preparation, 3.) JOY 
and 4.) Emmanuel. This year we will touch on each of these themes while holding 
up our Advent devotional which includes points to ponder, challenges that can be 
undertaken individually or as families, journaling challenges, growth challenges and 
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even an occasional bonus challenge. 
You can get an electronic copy from 
our website or pick up a paper copy at 
church. As challenges are completed 
there will be a way to mark the successful 
completion of the challenge by putting 
an ornament on our front colonnade 
windows. We will be able to see the 
collective impact of us all making room 
in our hearts and our lives for Jesus by 
“Making Room in Advent.”
The devotional’s weekly themes are 1.) 
Making Room for a Promise, 2.) Making 
Room for Limits, 3.) Making Room for 
Community, and 4.) Making Room for 
the Marginalized. I hope you will join in 
with the rest of the family of Redeemer 
and walk this journey of Advent, making 
use of our devotional and participating 
in the various challenges. As we do this 
together, may we all be ready to rejoice 
at the celebration of the birth of our 
Savior when Jesus took on flesh and 
came among us at Christmas.
I and a small team of people (namely: 
Elliotte and Laurie Want and Karl 
Madden) will be making room for 

community and the marginalized as we 
reconnect with the poorest of the poor 
in Nicaragua. Our loved ones at Fe y 
Esperanza have called us to come and 
bless the Pastors of ILFE with a special 
retreat experience planned by Pastor 
Trevor Hughes and made possible by the 
gift of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
the congregation Pastor Trevor served 
in CA. We ask that you would pray that 
our meetings with these saints of God in 
Nicaragua will be a blessing to them as 
we seek to encourage them and assure 
them that they have not been forgotten, 
even though we have been prevented 
from being with them for years because 
of COVID and other various reasons. 
May our Lord be pleased with the 
rebuilding of relationship with our 
Nicaraguan family.
In our own family of Redeemer here at 
home we similarly feel the weight of 
disconnection brought on by the past 
nearly three years of COVID, political and 
economic upheaval, and social unrest. It 
is incumbent upon each one of us to take 
steps to love one another and reconnect 

with each other. This Christmas season 
is the perfect time for us to take such 
peace making and loving steps. Pick up 
the phone and call someone you miss. 
Send a card to someone you know has 
been feeling isolated. Invite someone 
out for coffee or over for a meal in order 
to reconnect. Don’t wait for someone 
else to reach out. Take the initiative and 
let’s make room in our hearts and lives 
for one another once again.
I pray that as we navigate the weeks 
and months ahead that our Lord and 
King, Jesus, will bring His Kingdom 
among us. “May Your Kingdom come. 
May Your will be done, Jesus. On earth 
as it is in heaven. May we know Your 
goodness, peace and love. May we 
reflect that goodness, peace and love 
for one another. May we always seek 
the Kingdom and Your righteousness. 
Then, everything else we need will come 
through Your marvelous sufficiency.”
Merry Christmas and Peace to you all,
Pastor John

Gift Adoption & Canned Food Donation

Once again Redeemer has adopted 21 under-resourced families in our community for 
Christmas. We will be providing gifts for family member ($25 value), food gift cards and 
baskets of canned goods and pantry items. Would your family, small group or Sunday 
School class consider making a delivery for a sponsored family? Sign up at www.
Redeemer.us
Please consider purchasing a gift or two and/or providing canned goods 
(collection bins are in the colonnade), sign up for a gift at Sign-Up Genius 
at www.Redeemer.us, or scan QR Code with your mobile camera and 
take action now!

Join us on Saturday, December 17 at 10 am  in the Redeemer Great Room, to 
pack and prepare the food baskets.  This is a great volunteer opportunity for 
families, children, teens and adults. 

 
Please make sure the gifts are brought to church no later than 11am Sunday 
December 18th. Follow directions on Sign-up Genius to mark your gift correctly.

Christmas holiday GivinG

 Details available on the website
Questions? 

Contact Jill Ochs at 240-994-8979 or jillbochs@gmail.com
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Guest Services Ministry
Matthew 25:35  For I was…a stranger 

and you welcomed me.
Do you have a heart for hospitality and 
enjoy welcoming people into the life of 

our congregation?  Are you looking for a 
place to serve Redeemer with a limited 
time commitment?  Our Guest Services 

Ministry is in need of Greeters on Sunday 
mornings. Time commitment is typically 

less than an hour once a month. 
Contact Nikki Fischer, (360)621-3480 or 

waquiltermom@mac.com Details available on the website
Questions? 

Contact Jill Ochs at 240-994-8979 or jillbochs@gmail.com

Children & Family Ministry
Family Dinner & Christmas Craft

Sunday, December 4
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Dinner includes Chicken Nuggets, Mac n’ Cheese, Salad & Cookies.
$15 per Family for Dinner & Craft.   

All craft supplies and instructions will be  provided. 
Invite your friends and neighbors to enjoy this family time  

before the busy holiday season!
*Only need to register one person per family and list 

amount attending when registering.

Help donate for our holiday giving program,by bringing any 
of the following items to the event: peanut butter, jelly, cereal, 
oatmeal, granola bars, mac n cheese, pasta, canned soup, 

rice, canned veggies, potatoes, canned fruit  
or any non-perishable items.

Sing N’ Sprout is back for a Winter session. This in-person 6-week mommy and me 
music style class is designed for preschool aged children from birth to kindergarten. 

Together we will learn how much God loved Noah, and He used Noah to do 
AMAZING things! 

This 75-minute session is split between a circle style class time followed  
by a fellowship time where children have snack and play in our safe  

and clean Nursery area.
January 17 thru February 21, 2023

9:45 - 11:00 am 
Cost $20

While we call it a mommy and me class because you will stay with your child however 
all types of guardians are invited to be present with your children. We love to see 
Grandparents, dads, even nannies and caregivers!

Questions? Contact Katie Vernon at Katie.vernon@redeemer.us

Marriage Ministry 
4-Week class  

to help you create the marriage 
you love!

Thursdays January 26 - February 23
6:30 - 9:00 pm

Chapel
Sign up at www.Redeemer.us

Questions?  
Contact Wanda or Chris Sloop  

at 240-344-6343
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Redeemer Ramblers 
The Ramblers are people from Redeemer who are 55 years and 
older and enjoy getting together for Christian fellowship. Once 
a month they take field trips planned by members, or have a 
gathering at the church. 

Rambler Christmas Luncheon
Celebrate the birth of the baby Jesus

Thursday December 1
Mix & Mingle from 11am -12 noon

Lunch at noon
  Great Room

Ham & Turkey will be provided. Please bring a side dish to share.
Reveal Secret Pals after lunch

Don’t forget --- if you have a Secret Pal bring THEM a present 
costing no more than $15.00.  You will reveal who you are. For those 
that wish to have a Secret Pal, new ones will be chosen for 2023.

CELEBRATE
RECOVERY

The best place to be on a Tuesday night!

Celebrate Recovery is a Christ centered program 
that gives people the resources and relationships 
to help them recover from life’s hurts, habits, and 
hang-ups. Doors open at 6:30 pm. Meet in the 
Chapel.

Pictures from the October luncheon and  
quilts made by the Redeemer Quilting Group and donated to Lutheran World Relief.

Those traveling to Kenya only
Janet Stephens
Courtney McFee
Phil Bromhal
John Barrett
Laurie & Elliotte Want
Mark, Julie, & Joel Hessels
Misti Lucente

Those traveling to Kenya & Rwanda:
P. John Bromhal
Mike Hoopes
Maurice Saxton
Valerie Hobbs

Please pray for our travelers to Kenya and Rwanda asking for prayers for safe travel, 
good health, and fruitful ministry?


