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March 29   ~  Palm Sunday 

9:00 AM Divine Service 
 

April 2 ~  Maundy Thursday 
6:30 PM Divine Service 

 

April 3  ~  Good Friday  

6:30 PM Divine Service 
 

April 4  ~   Saturday Easter Vigil   

6:30 PM Divine Service 
 

April 5  ~  Easter Sunday 

Easter Sunday Children’s Program 7:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall 

Easter Breakfast following Children’s Program 

Easter Divine Service - Lord’s Supper 9:00 AM 

Easter Sunday School and Bible Class 10:30-11:30 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 14 ~  Ascension Day  

6:30 PM Divine Service 
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Ash Wednesday  
February 18, 2026 

 

Divine Service Setting One, Lutheran Service Book, page 151 
 

Rev. Peter C. Kolb, Pastor      Rev. David Bergman, Assistant Minister 

Stephanie Christianto, Organist  Anthony Breeland, Acolyte 

This Ash Wednesday, we introduce our Lent sermon series, which is based on the ancient 
hymn “O Love, How Deep” (LSB 544). This hymn, written in the fifteenth century, 
contemplates the love of God in becoming man, taking on our life, dying our death, and 
rising again, all for us. But for us to understand and appreciate this love, we must first 
examine ourselves and our lives to see how we have failed in thought, word, and deed. While 
we may try to get credit for our so-called good works, we all still die with nothing to show for 
them. But God’s love is not like our love. Our love is self-centered and fickle. God’s love is 
steady, deep, and beyond all understanding (Ephesians 3:14–19). This love of God will have 
no end.  

A LOVING WORD TO THOSE GUESTS WHO WISH TO COMMUNE  
We believe, as Scripture teaches, that the Body and Blood of our Lord are truly 
present in, with, and under the bread and the wine of the Sacrament and those 
who eat and drink unworthily, that is, not believing these truths, do so to their 
great harm. Also, Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is 
professed at this altar. Therefore, if you are not yet instructed, in doubt, or hold to 

a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church - Missouri 
Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, you are requested to refrain from the table and 
speak to the Pastor or Elder to see how you can prepare in the future to also receive this gift of 
grace.  

O Lord, throughout These Forty Days       LSB 418  

 

 

 
 
Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838–98; para. Gilbert E. Doan, 1930–2024; Tune: The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635, 
Edinburgh 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005285;  Tune: Public domain 

  

 February 25 ~ Lent II  
5:30—Lent Meal (sponsored by the Board of Stewardship/Evangelism) 

6:30 PM Divine Service 
 

March 4 ~ Lent III  
5:30—Lent Meal (sponsored by the Board of Education) 

6:30 PM Divine Service 
 

March 11 ~ Lent IV  
5:30—Lent Meal (sponsored by the Board of Trustees) 

6:30 PM Divine Service 
 

March 18 ~ Lent V 
5:30—Lent Meal (sponsored by the Church Council) 

6:30 PM Divine Service 
 

March 25  ~ Lent VI  
5:30—Lent Meal (sponsored by the Youth Group) 

6:30 PM Divine Service 
 

Thank you to the LWML for serving the meal for this evening. 
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The Hand of the Lord Who Freely Gives  

The Christmas trees we decorated with careful hands just a few months ago have come and 
gone. The account of our salvation in Jesus Christ, the Babe of Bethlehem, has progressed 
from the manger through the Epiphany light of our Lord’s proclamation of “liberty to the 
captives and recovering of sight to the blind” (Luke 4:18; see Isaiah 61:1). The palm fronds 
we held and waved with our hands with cheers and hosannas a year ago have since withered 
and turned to the ashes we bless this night in hope. Lent returns, reminding us that the 
Christian life is one of repeated, daily repentance and faith because, though our deliverance is 
made sure, we walk by faith in the “not yet” of complete holiness and final release from sin. 
Repentance means we come this night with empty hands, that is, the confession of our total 
need of God’s mercy, grace, and deliverance. We come to the God who has revealed Himself 
in love in the forgiveness of our sin by means of His own bloody, substitutionary sacrifice in 
our own human flesh for us and for our salvation. With the pastor’s hands the ashes of our 
failings and sin are placed over the sign we received at our Baptism, and we are welcomed to 
repentance and faith freely given by the hand of the Lord.  



SOLO - by Pastor Robert Kobler 

 T Preparation T 

ASH WEDNESDAY ADDRESS 

P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the church begins a holy 
season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the 
holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-
denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His 
Word and draws from it life and hope. 
Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the 
power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come 
to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth. 

 

Silence for reflection 
 

LITANY 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; by Your Baptism, 
fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross and Passion; by 
Your precious death and burial; by Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the 
day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE          LSB p. 165  Luke 2:29-32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT     LSB p. 166 

P Let us pray. 
The eyes of all look expectantly to You, and You give them their food in due season. 
You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. We give thanks to You, 
O God, that by Your hand this day You have satisfied our deepest desire, the renewal of 
our hearts and spirits by the forgiveness of our sins and the promise of everlasting life. 
Help us to have generous and thankful hearts and hands to share Your mercy and grace 
as we forgive our neighbors as we ourselves have been forgiven by You; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION        LSB p. 166  Numbers 6:24-26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Text: Martin Schalling, 1532–1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.;  Tune: Zwey Bücher . . . Tabulatur, 1577, Strassburg;   
Text and tune: Public domain 

P We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 

P To prosper the preaching of Your Word; to bless our prayer and meditation; to strengthen 
and preserve us in the true faith; and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our 
repentance: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To draw all to Yourself; to bless those who are instructed in the faith; to watch over and 
console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the forsaken, the abandoned, and all 
who stand in need of our prayers; to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy; and to 
have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To turn our hearts to You; to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers; 
and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 
 

P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their 
wickedness and live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal 
nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return. Mercifully 
pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up for those who are 
repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

T The Imposition of Ashes T 
 

 
The pastor and assistants receive ashes first, followed by the congregation.  
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If you wish to receive ashes, you may come down the center aisle. 



Using the right thumb, the pastor or an assistant places the ashes on the forehead of 
each person in the sign of the cross, saying: 

P  Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

After receiving the ashes, each person returns to his or her place in silence. 
 

T Confession and Absolution T 
 

Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing       LSB 421  

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. composite, alt.;  Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758;  Text and tune: Public domain 

Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness       LSB 563 

 

 

 
 

5 When from the dust of death I rise 
To claim my mansion in the skies, 
This then shall be my only plea: 
Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

 
6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 

Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 
For me, and all Thy hands have made, 
An everlasting ransom paid. 

 
Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt.;  Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93;  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart      LSB 708  
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As Rebels, Lord, Who Foolishly Have Wandered    LSB 612  

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955;  Tune: Jeffrey N. Blersch, 1967; Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used 
by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005285 
Tune: © 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005285 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

T Service of the Word T 

PSALM Psalm 51:1–13 

P Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; 

C according to Your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 

P Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 

C For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 

P Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, 

C so that You may be justified in Your words and blameless in Your judgment. 
 

P Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

C Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, and you teach me wisdom in the 
secret heart. 

P Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

C Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 

P Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

If you wish to receive individual absolution, you may come forward to the altar rail.  
You may return to your seat when you wish. You are welcome to stay and pray. 
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P Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 

C Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

P Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

KYRIE  LSB  p. 152 

 

 
  

 

   

 

 

 
  

 

 

On My Heart Imprint Your Image        LSB 422  

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Peer O. Strömme, 1856–1921, alt.;  Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758;  Text and 
tune: Public domain 

 
In the Cross of Christ I Glory         LSB 427  

 

 

 
 
Text: John Bowring, 1792–1872;  Tune: Ithamar Conkey, 1815–67;  Text and tune: Public domain 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins 
of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and 
acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING          Joel 2:12–19 

P The Old Testament Reading is from Joel, the second chapter. 
 

12“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, 
“return to Me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
13and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 

Return to the Lord, your God, 
for He is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 
and He relents over disaster. 

14Who knows whether He will not turn and relent, 
and leave a blessing behind Him, 

a grain offering and a drink offering 
for the Lord your God? 

15Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
consecrate a fast; 

call a solemn assembly; 
16gather the people. 

Consecrate the congregation; 
assemble the elders; 

AGNUS DEI  LSB p. 163  John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me         LSB 761  

 

 

 
 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–78; Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872; Text and tune: Public domain 
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gather the children, 
even nursing infants. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, 
and the bride her chamber. 

17Between the vestibule and the altar 
let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep 

and say, “Spare Your people, O Lord, 
and make not Your heritage a reproach, 
a byword among the nations. 

Why should they say among the peoples, 
‘Where is their God?’” 

 

18Then the Lord became jealous for His land 
and had pity on His people. 

19The Lord answered and said to His people, 
“Behold, I am sending to you 

grain, wine, and oil, 
and you will be satisfied; 

and I will no more make you 
a reproach among the nations.” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL  (Tone F)                   Hebrews 12:2 

 
 
 
 

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,* 
   the founder and perfecter | of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despis- | ing the 

 shame,* 
   and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God. 

EPISTLE   Ephesians 3:14-19 

P The Epistle is from Ephesians, the third chapter. 
 

 14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth is named, 16that according to the riches of his glory he may grant 
you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in 
love, 18may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and 
length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, 
that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   LSB p. 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, 
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER  LSB p. 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB p. 162 
      Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 

 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI            LSB p. 163  John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

15 8 



VERSE FOR LENT   LSB p. 157  Joel 2:13 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel          Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter.  

 
  1[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to 
be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 
 2“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do 
in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, 
they have received their reward. 3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you. 
 5“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and 
pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say 
to you, they have received their reward. 6But when you pray, go into your room and shut the 
door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you. . . . 
 16“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their 
faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their 
reward. 17But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18that your fasting may 
not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret 
will reward you. 
 19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

        [Psalm 136] 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, into whose hands You gave the awesome task of perfectly fulfilling Your holy 
Law, and yet offering Himself as the one and only sacrifice sufficient to redeem 
mankind. Into Your hands He commended His life so that from His hands we might 
receive eternal life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS           LSB p. 161   Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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OFFERTORY            LSB p. 159  Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T Service of the Sacrament T 

PREFACE  LSB p. 160 

         [2 Timothy 4:22] 

         [Colossians 3:1] 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. 
Amen. 
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O Love, How Deep          LSB 544 

  

 

 

 
 
5 For us by wickedness betrayed, 

For us, in crown of thorns arrayed, 
He bore the shameful cross and death; 
For us He gave His dying breath. 

 
6 For us He rose from death again; 

For us He went on high to reign; 
For us He sent His Spirit here 
To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer. 

 
Text: attr. Thomas à Kempis, 1380–1471; tr. Benjamin Webb, 1819–85, alt.;  Tune: English, 15th cent.;  Text: Public domain 

SERMON    The Hand of the Lord Who Freely Gives      

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 
their needs. 

For the holy Christian Church throughout the world and for all who enter this holy 
season of Lent in true repentance and faith—that God guard and defend us from the 
temptations of the devil, the world, and our own sinful flesh; cleanse our hearts; and 
renew a right spirit within us—let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all who do not know the gracious invitation of God through His Son to return to 
Him—that many may hear and be drawn to the Lord’s merciful and saving hands—let 
us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For those who have wandered from the faith—that the Holy Spirit restore them to the 
only hope of salvation—let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the government and those placed in positions of authority—that they perform their 
duties with honor for the good of all people—let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all who suffer from sickness, injury, or any need—that the Lord’s healing hand rest 
upon them, giving them strength to bear their infirmities with patience—let us pray to 
the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

OFFERING        The offering plate will be passed down the pews, 

or you may give electronically at www.stmarkwaco.com. 
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