
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 3, 2026 

Baby Shower for  

Jessica Woods TODAY 
 

We will be holding a baby shower for Jessica Woods in honor of Erika (born March 23) 

after the Bible Class/Sunday School hour this morning. Join us! 

SUNDAY 

MAY 3 

     Door offering for the King family 

Lutheran Hour on KBBW - 1010 AM / 105.7 FM 

Divine Service with Holy Communion 

Sunday School, Youth & Adult Bible Classes 

Baby Shower for Jessica Woods 

 

7:30 AM 

9:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

11:45 AM 

MONDAY 

MAY 4 
Confirmation 1 5:00 PM 

WEDNESDAY 

MAY 6 

Confirmation 3 

Wednesday Bible Study 

5 - 6:25 PM 

6:30 - 7:30 PM 

THURSDAY 

MAY 7 
Lutheran Ladies Lunch Bunch @ Tru Jamacia 11:30 AM 

FRIDAY  

MAY 8 
Pastor’s Day of Rest  

SUNDAY 

MAY 10 

Lutheran Hour on KBBW - 1010 AM / 105.7 FM 

Divine Service with Holy Communion 

          Bake Sale (and after Bible Class) 

Sunday School, Youth & Adult Bible Classes 

Greenview Manor 

7:30 AM 

  9:00 AM 

 

10:30 AM 

2:00 PM 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK 

LIFE THOUGHT - The truth of God’s Word is not always welcomed by “stiff-

necked people” who “resist the Holy Spirit,” and even become enraged at hearing the 

truth. Stephen faithfully proclaimed that Word even though it led to his martyrdom 

(Acts 7:51, 59-60). Many angry voices today demand unfettered access to abortion 

or physician-assisted suicide. But we must continue to sound the trumpet of truth, for 

only the power of God’s Word can open the eyes of the blind and execute justice for the oppressed 

(Psalm 146:7-8). It is the narrow road of faith in Jesus Christ, who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, 

that gives us access to our Father in heaven (John 14:6). Baptized into Christ, we are living stones, 

being built up into a spiritual house, that we may proclaim the Good News of the One who calls us out 

of darkness into His marvelous light (1 Peter 2:5, 9).  

LIFE QUOTE - “When Jesus returns, all who believe in Him will be raised up from death to live in 

His presence forever. That is the promise of His enduring, steadfast love: ‘I am sure of this, that He 

who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ’ (Philippians 1:6). 

The purpose of God for us will be fulfilled!”  

       Dr. Carol Geisler, Lutheran Hour Ministries  

- Life Quotes & Thoughts are compliments of www.lutheransforlife.org 
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Prayer before communing: 

A LOVING WORD TO THOSE GUESTS WHO WISH TO COMMUNE  

On Maundy Thursday we remember our Savior’s institution of the new 

covenant of His body and blood. On the eve of His suffering and death, the 

Lamb of God thought of us and cared for us, even to the giving of this 

extraordinary gift by such ordinary means. As His gift is received this evening, 

we also remember His care and concern for the truths of God’s Word. Believing that the 

Bible clearly sets forth doctrinal unity for those receiving the sacrament together, we 

practice closed communion and ask guests desiring to commune to kindly speak with the 

pastor before the service. 

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I 

come to Your table to eat and drink Your 

holy body and blood.  Let me find favor 

in Your eyes to receive this holy 

Sacrament in faith for the salvation of 

my soul and to the glory of Your holy 

name; for You live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

Lord Jesus, in Your Holy Supper You 

give us Your true body and blood for the      

forgiveness of sins.  May partakers of 

this sacred banquet do so in a worthy 

manner.  Grant faith and discernment in 

accordance with the Holy Scriptures. Let 

all recipients of this gift be united in the 

confession and faith as they receive Your 

gifts at Your altar and leave confessing 

Your name until You come again.  Amen.   

 Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament: 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having 

with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy 

Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through 

Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 
2000 Clay Avenue  Waco, Texas 76706 

 

Rev. Peter C. Kolb, Pastor 254-754-0644                                    Find us on Facebook  

pastor@stmarkwaco.com                       www.stmarkwaco.com            office@stmarkwaco.com 

Our Mission Statement:  Learning, Living and Sharing Christ’s Love 

SERVING US TODAY 

Rev. Peter Kolb, Pastor Bradley Phillips, Elder  

St. Mark Church Offerings 

LECTIONARY SUMMARY  

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

The Lord Jesus Christ Is the Way, the Truth and the Life 

The risen Lord Jesus alone is “the way, and the truth, and the life,” and we come “to the Father” only 
through Him (John 14:6). God is thus “glorified in the Son,” and those who believe in Him will do the 
works of Christ because He goes to the Father for us (John 14:12–14). Stephen, “a man full of faith and 
of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5) and “doing great wonders and signs among the people” (Acts 6:8), did 
the works of Christ. When he was falsely accused and put to death, he “gazed into heaven and saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God” (Acts 7:55). Fixing his hope there, he 
commended his spirit to the Lord Jesus and prayed for his murderers. In the same way, all the baptized 
are called to follow the example of Christ Jesus by faith. Though He was “rejected by men” in the sight 
of God, He is “chosen and precious” (1 Peter 2:4). He is the chief cornerstone of the Father’s 
“spiritual house,” and we are built upon Him as “living stones” (1 Peter 2:5). 

Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60  

1 Peter 2:2-10 

Psalm 146 

John 14:1-14 

SERVING US TODAY 

 

 

SERVING US NEXT WEEK 

Rev. Peter Kolb, Pastor Larry Slagel, Elder 

Stephanie Christianto, Organist  Caleb Mehler, Acolyte  

 

Greeters 

Carol Harper 

Karla Tanksley 

 

Ushers 

Bradley Phillips 

Michael Mehler 

Ethan Mehler 

Chris Kolb 

 

Money Counters 

Susanne Mehler 

Jonah Mehler 

Naomi Mehler 

Greeters 

Rich Hagan 

Carol Hagan 

Ushers 

Bill Tucker 

Larry Slagel 

Money Counters 

Kim Crunk 

Kellie Kellum 

 

LAST WEEK AT ST. MARK 

Worship Attendance  
 Sunday Divine Worship 100 
 

Tithes & Offerings  
 General Offering  $ 1,668.00 
 Bible Class 36.00 
 Undesignated Memorial - 
        Josh Hardwick 25.00 

Sharon Koester, Organist Kerri Elizabeth Robinson, Violinist      Anthony Breeland, Acolyte 

“But you are a 
chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, 

a holy nation, a people for his 
own possession, that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of him 
who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light.” 1 Peter 
2:9 – God has called us to be His 
own. He has chosen us out of love, 
out of mercy, out of sheer, divine 
joy. The apostle Peter says that 
God chose us so that we might 
share in His glory and “proclaim 
the excellencies of Him” who has 
made us His own. And truly, this is 
our delight! His joy brings joy to 
our hearts as well. 



 

 

Matins / Divine Service Three 

 

Bells 

 

Welcome 

 

T  Corporate Confession and Absolution  T 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 
Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 
death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Bake Sale NEXT SUNDAY 
 

LWML & the Assimilation and Stewardship Board 

will be having a Bake Sale following worship and after the Bible 

Class/Sunday School hour. Monies will be divided between Rev. 

Chris Yang, Missionary to Taiwan, and church maintenance.  

 

Baylor University 

Men’s Choir 
Taylor Sterzing  

will be singing 

 

Sunday, May 3  -  3:30 p.m. 

First Baptist Church, Waco 

 

Baylor Singing Seniors 
Carol Harper will be singing 

 

2026 Spring Concert 

Celebrating our Country 

Glorifying the Trinity 

 

Sunday, May 3  -  4 p.m. 

Woodway UMC  
(12000 Woodway Dr.) 

 

All ladies of St. Mark are 

invited to join us for Lutheran 

Ladies Lunch Bunch (LLLB) 

as we join for food and 

fellowship! 

 
 

Thursday, May 7  -  11:30 a.m. 

Tru Jamaica 
937 Taylor St. 

 

Evening Edition 

Thursday, May 21  -  5:30 p.m. 

Taqueria El Mexicano Bar & Grill 
 10207 China Spring Rd. 

 

 

 

 

Stephanie Mahder 5/3 

Thalia Woods 5/3 

Cheyenne Phillips 5/7 

Ida Luedke 5/8 

Tara McGurgan 5/9 

Lori Smith 5/9 

Chris & Judy Brown 5/3 

Altar Flowers are placed this morning to the glory of God by Stan & Barbara Cook in 

thanksgiving for their 29th wedding anniversary. 

 

 

 

 

Ascension Divine Service 

May 14  ~  6:30 p.m. 

 

We will also have an Ice 

Cream Social following the 

service in the Fellowship 

Hall. 

Mark Ramos 5/4 

Brenda Slagel 5/9 



 

 

T  Order of Matins   T 

 

   Psalm 51:15 
  

 

  Psalm 70:1 
  

 

 

4 

 

Benedicamus              LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction               LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

Now the Light Has Gone Away           LSB 887  

 

 
 

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79, alt.; Tune: Liederbuch für Kleinkinder-Schulen, 1842, Kaiserswerth 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Door Offering for Travis King Family 

Following Worship 
 

Please prayerfully consider donating to these members of our St. Mark family as they 

continue to provide for the needs of Carter and themselves. 

 

 
Acknowledgments 

Matins and Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
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Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Venite ~ O Come, Let Us Sing      Psalm 95:1-7    LSB 220 

 

 

 

 

Nunc Dimittis           LSB 199 

 

   

   

   

   

   

   
  

Thanksgiving           LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 



 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. Stephen P. Starke, 1955; Text and tune: Philip W. Blycker, 1939–2023 
Text: © 2004 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005285 

Tune: © 1977 Philip W. Blycker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005285 
 

The Church’s One Foundation              LSB 644 

  

 

 

 
 

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, alt.; Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–76; Text and tune: Public domain 
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Collect of the Day 

P O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love 
 what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many 
 changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through 
 Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

T  Service of the Word  T 

 
First Reading                Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60 

 1Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the 
Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily 
distribution. 2And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not 
right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3Therefore, brothers, 
pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom 
we will appoint to this duty. 4But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of 
the word.” 5And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man 
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and 
Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6These they set before the apostles, and they 
prayed and laid their hands on them. 
 7And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied 
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 
 8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the 
people. 9Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was 
called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, 
rose up and disputed with Stephen. . . . 
 2And Stephen said: 
 “Brothers and fathers, hear me. . . . 
 51You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy 
Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets did not your fathers 
persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous 
One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53you who received the law as delivered 
by angels and did not keep it.” 



 

 

 54Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at 
him. 55But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the 
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57But they cried out with a loud voice and 
stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58Then they cast him out of the city and stoned 
him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
59And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60And 
falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle              1 Peter 2:2–10 

 2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to 
salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 
precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it 
stands in Scripture: 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
 a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected 
 has become the cornerstone,” 

8and 

“A stone of stumbling, 
 and a rock of offense.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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Holy Spirit, the Dove Sent from Heaven       LSB 502  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Built on the Rock                  LSB 645  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872, abr.; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937, alt. 
Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–87; Text and tune: Public domain 

17 8 

Holy Gospel             John 14:1–14 
  

 1[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In 
my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 
prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And you know the way to where I am 
going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me. 7If you had known me, you would have known my Father 
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9Jesus said to 
him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen 
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my 
own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. 
 12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and 
greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13Whatever you ask in 
my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If you ask me anything 
in my name, I will do it.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory       Psalm 119:89; 26:8; Luke 11:28           LSB 221 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Sermon            I AM The Way 
 

Stand 
 



 

 

Te Deum ~ We Praise You, O God        LSB 223 

 

 

 

 

9 16 

Continued on page 10 

5 Though reason cannot understand, 
    Yet faith this truth embraces: 
Your body, Lord, is even now 
    At once in many places. 
I leave to You how this can be; 
Your Word alone suffices me; 
    I trust its truth unfailing. 

 
6 Lord, I believe what You have said; 

    Help me when doubts assail me. 
Remember that I am but dust, 
    And let my faith not fail me. 
Your supper in this vale of tears 
Refreshes me and stills my fears 
    And is my priceless treasure. 

 
7 Grant that we worthily receive 

    Your supper, Lord, our Savior, 
And, truly grieving for our sins, 
    May prove by our behavior 
That we are thankful for Your grace 
And day by day may run our race, 
    In holiness increasing. 

 
8 For Your consoling supper, Lord, 

    Be praised throughout all ages! 
Preserve it, for in ev’ry place 
    The world against it rages. 
Grant that this sacrament may be 
A blessèd comfort unto me 
    When living and when dying. 

 
Text: Samuel Kinner, 1603–68; tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841–1931, alt. 
Tune: Peter Sohren, c. 1630–c. 1692, alt.; Text and tune: Public domain 

Continued from page 15 



 

 

Continued from page 9 
Distribution Hymns: 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared       LSB 622  
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Continued on page 16 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Offering 

The offering plate will be passed down the pews, or you may place them in the plate at the door.  

Electronic giving is available at www.stmarkwaco.com  

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 

T  Service of the Sacrament  T 

 
Preface       Divine Service, Setting Three     LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you.                              2 Timothy 4:22 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts.                                        Colossians 3:1 

 

11 14 

Agnus Dei  ~  Lamb of God      John 1:29      LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Distribution 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then 

distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 

 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your 

sins. 

Amen. 

 

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness 

of your sins. 

Amen. 

 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 



 

 

Lord’s Prayer        Matthew 6:9-13             LSB 196 

P   Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord    Matthew 26:59-38; Mark 14:22-24                  LSB 197 
       Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  ~  The Peace of the Lord    John 20:19         LSB 197 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

13 12 

  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.                                                 Psalm 136 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

 thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we 

 bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

 the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His 

 dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting 

 life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the 

 resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud 

 and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
 

Sanctus  ~  Holy, Holy, Holy     Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9   LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 


