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First Baptist Flora Making Much of Jesus 

THE GREATEST GIFT – How many of y’all remember the Sears Wish 
Book?  My two brothers and I couldn’t wait until it came in the mail so we 
could pore over it for hours and hours, wishing for this toy or that toy.  Mama 
and Daddy would let us know that we could only pick out three items for 
Santa’s list (Santa was on a pretty-tight budget in the Daniels household!).  It 
was tough to narrow it down to just three things when that book was full of 
such amazing things that every kid would want.  
 
Sometimes, you and I still treat life like the Wish Book.  We wish for this, 
long for that, work hard for something else, wearing ourselves out trying to 
fill a void that is in our hearts with all sorts of “toys.”  And the truth is that 
there is only one thing that will fill that emptiness, and that thing is actually a 
Person.  He’s the Person who came to us as a helpless baby born in a      
stable in an obscure village called Bethlehem.  He’s the Person who was 
God Incarnate – God “with skin on.”  He’s the Person whose birth brought an     
army of angels out of heaven to sing and celebrate His coming.  He’s Jesus.  
And He brought with Him the greatest gift of all – the gift of eternal life! 
 
In this pandemic-stricken season, it’s going to be easy to let the weariness 
of our situation cause us to just try to get through this Christmas season as 
best as we can. And while that might be true to some extent, let me          
encourage you to focus on JESUS this year more than you ever have. If 
there’s ever been a year that we need to remember and truly believe that He 
is Immanuel – “God with us” – it’s 2020!  Draw strength, encouragement,    
perseverance, and comfort from that truth.  Never, ever forget it! HE. IS. 
WITH. US!  And He always will be! 
 
LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING – Our “official” church goal is 
$25,000,  but, we’ve been challenged to give at least $36,000 this year – the 
cost of keeping a single Journeyman missionary on the field for one year.  
Let’s do this in honor of Abbey Irwin, who is serving as a Journeyman     
missionary in Tokyo right now.  Come on, Church!  We can do this! 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS!  Vicki and I are SO thankful to the Lord for bringing 
us to this community and to you, our Church FAMILY!  We love y’all so 
much and look forward to celebrating many more of Jesus’ birthdays with 
you!  Merry CHRISTmas!  May you KNOW that He truly is IMMANUEL! 
 
In His Grip, 
 
Jon 
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The FBC Choir will present our annual Christmas program on 
Sunday, December 6, at 6:00 p.m. WONDER of WONDERS  
features different musical styles all telling the Good News of   
Emmanuel, God With Us! This music will challenge us to make 
room in our heart for Jesus and then to tell the Good News to 
others. This would be a wonderful opportunity to  invite pro-
spects and particularly those who need to learn of the love of 

Jesus. 

 As the Choir has been preparing the songs in WONDER of 
WONDERS,  many of the phrases have become very               

meaningful.  
 

Here are four thoughts from the music.  

A. “Do Not Be Afraid, His love is strong enough to save us.    
Nothing stands in the way. His love is strong enough to lead 
us.” In Luke 2:10, the angel said to them “Do not be afraid! I 
bring you good tidings of great joy that will be for all people.” 
What are you afraid of today?  What is holding you back or 
holding you in place?  His love is strong enough and He is  

faithful.   

B. “Let There Be Peace, let it start in me” Isaiah 9:6 says that 
Jesus will be “the Prince of Peace”. And the angel sang “Glory 
to God in the highest and on earth PEACE to men on whom His 
favor rests.”  Later Jesus reminded us in the Sermon on the 
Mount found in Matthew 5:9, “Blessed are the Peacemakers for 
they shall be sons of God.”  And in 1 Corinthians 7:15 “God has 
called us to live in Peace.”  Are we peacemakers? Do we share 

God’s love and peace with others? 

C. “Is there room in your heart?  Is there room in your heart for 
God to write His story?  You can come as you are, but it may 
set you apart; when you make room in your heart and trade 
your dreams for His glory.”  We know that Jesus was born in a 
manger “because there was no room for them in the inn.” (Luke 
2:7) Is there room in our hearts, our lives, our schedules or are 
we too full for Jesus?  What do we need to clear away to make 

room in our heart for Emmanuel, God with us. 

D. “We’ve got to carry the Gospel that Jesus Christ is born! 
We’ve got to go and tell the nations He reigns forevermore!” 
Again from Luke 2:17-18 “When they had seen Him, they 
spread the word concerning what had been told to them about 
this child, and all who heard it were amazed!”  Jesus told us in 
Matthew 28:18-20, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me.  Therefore, as you go, disciple people in all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything that I’ve 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you each and every 
day until the end of the age.” 
 
Share the blessing of the Gospel as a gift this Christmas       
season! 

P O I N T S   F R O M   P O W E L L   From the Executive Pastor . . . 
Missions are never too far from my thoughts. Whether it is 
a recent mission trip, a future mission trip, a missionary, or 
a statement about missions, I love to dwell on missions.  
Therefore, it’s no wonder that I look forward to December 
and our emphasis on the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
and Season of Prayer for International Missions.  Each 
year we join thousands of Southern Baptist churches in 
giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering  (LMCO) and 
supporting the work of international missionaries around 
the world.  
 

On Sunday, November 29, we had the privilege of hearing 
missionary Jim.  If you were unable to attend or watch live, 
I encourage you to go to https://youtu.be/25tHkwWhY1s 
and listen to his message.  During Jim’s message, he 
challenged First Baptist Flora to give $36,000 to the 
LMCO.  We had set a goal of $25,000, which is just above 
our giving last year, and I am confident that we can meet 
his challenge and exceed it.  Our collected gift of $36,000 
will provide the annual cost to keep a single Journeyman 
missionary on the field. We are currently praying for Ab-
bey Irwin, a Journeyman in Japan. 
 

Will you join me in praying for our International missionar-
ies?  Will you join me in praying about the challenge goal 
of $36,000?  Will you join me in giving to the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering?  You may give online at https://
www.fbcflora.org/give/, drop your gift by the church office, 
place a gift in one of the offering boxes, or mail a gift to   
P.O. Box 163, Flora, MS 39071.  However you decide to 
give, please indicate the gift is for Lottie Moon.   
 

In addition to praying for our international missionaries 
and giving to the LMCO, please consider sending a Christ-
mas card to Abbey Irwin.  Let her know you are from First 
Baptist Flora.  
 

 Irwin, Abbey 
 180-0021 
 Tokyo-To, Musashino-Shi 
 Sakura Zutsumi 1-2-19 
 Sun Varie 401 
 JAPAN 
 

Since mission trips are never too far from my thoughts, 
plans for 2021 are underway.  More information will be 
available soon.   Thank you for allowing me to serve in this 
role, and I look forward to serving alongside many of you 
in 2021.   
 

Merry Christmas, 
 

Dwayne 

https://youtu.be/25tHkwWhY1s
https://www.fbcflora.org/give/
https://www.fbcflora.org/give/


Starting November 29, and each Sunday in    
December, I will be on Facebook at 9 a.m. to 
celebrate Advent with our children.  Let me     
encourage your family to participate in this     
special emphasis. 

 

ADVENT DEVOTION  Parents, an Advent Devotion is 
available for you to pick up at each Welcome Center, to use 
during the month of December.  Again, let me encourage you to 
use this tool to have spiritual conversations with your children. 
 

PRETEEN BIBLE STUDY  We had 13 Preteens at our 
November Bible Study.  We had fun eating pizza and playing 
games.  They just enjoy being with one another!  Our Bible 
Study was from Luke 17 about the ten lepers.  We also made 
Thanksgiving cards for some of our Senior Adults.  Parents, 
thank you for bringing your children to our activities.  I can’t wait 
until the next time with your Preteens! 
 
LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING   

Dime wrappers are available for children to pick up at each 
Welcome Center. They will be due back December 27.  Talk to 
your children about how the LMCO helps our IMB missionaries 
share Jesus around the world. Encourage them to collect dimes 
for Lottie Moon by doing chores. Visit imb.org to learn more 
about our missionaries and pray with your family for their 
needs. 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS FAMILY 

ACTIVITY BAGS  Parents, on Sunday, 
December 13, there will be a gift bag for each 
family at the CEC  Welcome Center.  This bag 
will contain ingredients for you to make a Happy 
Birthday Jesus cake with your children.  Please 
pick one up to use with your family and take 
advantage of this opportunity to talk about     
Jesus’ birth with your  children.  I would love to 
see pictures of your family making a cake! 

 
Since we will not be together on Wednesday 
nights, I am planning a virtual Facebook live 
Christmas Party on December 16, at 6:30 p.m.  
Be watching for more information on this. 
 

As this year comes to a close, I want to say a BIG THANKS to 
those of you who have supported the Children’s Ministry and 
me during this time of adaptation.  Thank you for participating in 
our virtual VBS and for allowing your children to watch our   
lessons on Facebook and Zoom.  It helped me to stay connect-
ed to them   because I really missed being with them.  I appreci-
ated every note, letter, text, and  Facetime message I received 
during those months.  I am so thankful to serve at FBC and look 
forward to what God has in store for our children in 2021! 
 

Merry Christmas! 

From the Minister of Students  

and Single Adults  

 
     Change: to make radically different; to give        
different position, course, or direction to; to replace 
with another 
 
     That’s a word that we’ve been hearing a lot         
recently.  The season changes four times in one day; 
you change your clothes; we change our sheets 
(hopefully).  However, when it comes to our lives, we 
don’t like change.  We’re creatures of habit.  We have 
routines; we like doing things the way we’ve always 
done them. Yet, everyday it seems like there is another 
change coming at us. Even here at the church, we’ve 
had to make some changes. Just as we got into the 
habit of having Lifegroups again, we had to suspend 
them until next year. Our Wednesday night activities 
have changed again. Sometimes, if we let it, change 
can be discouraging.  But there is good news for us!  
We serve a God that is unchanging!  He stays the 
same!  He is faithful!  He is the Alpha and the Omega, 
the beginning and the end, the Author, the Maker, the 
Savior!  That’s who we serve. Hebrews 13:8 tells us, 
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 
forever.” In a world that is always changing from one 
day to the next, let’s hold on to that promise and know 
that we serve a God who is above all of this and never 
changes! 
 
     As of right now, all youth Lifegroups and Youth 
Wednesday night activities are suspended until the 
beginning of the year.  However, just because we   
cannot meet in-person for Lifegroups or Wednesday 
nights doesn’t mean that we stop being the church.  I 
encourage you students and adults to reach out to 
those in your Lifegroup and let them know you are 
praying for them and thinking of them. Send them a 
Bible verse or a simple word of encouragement. As the 
Disney classic, High School Musical tells us, “we’re all 
in this together,” and if there is ever a time for us to 
come together in the Spirit, it is now.  I want to assure 
you that we are daily seeking the Lord for wisdom as to 
how we can minister to our students during this time.  
 
     One of the big events, and my favorite event, of the 
spring is quickly approaching…DNOW!  As of right 
now, we WILL be having DNOW. We will do           
everything in our power to make this happen! If you are 
in grades 7-12, we would LOVE for you to join us     
during the weekend of March 12-14 for our DNOW.  
This year’s theme is The Uprising! The cost of this 
awesome worship experience is $75 before February 
1

st
.  If you would like to participate, please get your 

money to me as soon as possible.  Let me tell you, you 
don’t want to miss this!  
 
     For all my college students out there, CONGRATS, 
you’re halfway through the year! Now you get to relax 
and not stress about any exams!  With the Christmas 
season right around the corner, that means that it is 
time for our annual College Christmas party!  Date and 
time TBD so be looking out for that information coming 
your direction very soon!  
 

C H I L D R E N ’ S   C H A T T E R   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Due to an uptick in COVID cases both inside and outside of the church family, we are implementing 
a “mask-in-motion” policy.  What does this mean? 
 

 We EXPECT you to wear masks while coming into and going out of the buildings on Sundays 
and Wednesdays. 

 We also ask everyone to exit the buildings immediately after each of the services and reserve       
fellowship time for the parking lots. 

 We will continue sanitizing all our meeting spaces immediately after services and classes, as 
we’ve been doing since June 1, when we began regathering on campus. 

 
As we implement this mask requirement, we want you to know that we are seriously concerned 
about your safety and well being.  This is just another way for us, as a Church FAMILY, to love our 
neighbors as we love ourselves. Thanks you so much for your support and encouragement 
throughout this pandemic! 

   S O N S H I N E R S      

Mature Adult Ministry 

Sonshiner Luncheon:  We will NOT have our Sonshiner 
lunch on December 8, out of concern for you and your health.  
We WILL have a program together that day on our FBC Flora 
Facebook page, as we did for the Daily Word earlier this year.  
The program will begin at 11:00 a.m. We will sing some carols, 
make announcements, pray and be educated/entertained (?).   
Feel free to have your lunch during the program so we can   
pretend to have lunch together! Hopefully we can safely meet 
again soon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

30 families received food on Give 

Back Sunday.  Thank you for your 

part in giving back to our community.  

The next Food Pantry distribution is 

December 19.  Randy Cotton’s class 

will be assisting.  Please be at the 

Jones House at 8:30 a.m. 

Our annual Carols and 
Candles service will be 

on Sunday, December 
20. Please let Bro. Gil 
know if you would like 
to sing, play, read or 

share in this meaningful 
time of worship. 

$25,000 



To receive text message 
updates about church 

events text FBCFLORA 
to 95577 
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Services are broadcast  

on Sunday morning and 

Wednesday night on        

C-Spire Channel 44 or  

726 and the FBC Flora 

Facebook page. You can 

also listen on WYAB  

103.9 FM Sunday 

 at 10:30 a.m.  

DECEMBER DEACON ON CALL 
Friday thru Sunday should a critical need arise 

 

   4-6   Ray Aycock  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   601-906-1429 
11-13  D.R. Bozeman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  601-594-9429 
18-20  Wade Breazeake   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  601-416-3319 

25-27  Donnie Burgess . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  601-209-2005 

Sunday 

Early Worship in the Sanctuary                                     8:00 a.m.  
REFUGE  Contemporary Worship in the CLC               9:30 a.m. 
Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary                         11:00 a.m. 

 

Wednesday 

REFRESH Mid-Week Service                                           6:30 p.m. 
Adult Choir Rehearsal                                                      6:30 p.m. 
 

Due to the upsurge in COVID cases within our community, 
we have made the decision to shut down Life Groups 
(Sunday School) and Wednesday night children and youth 
activities through the end of the year.  We will continue to 
have Sunday morning services, REFRESH Mid-Week Service 
and Adult Choir on Wednesday night. 


