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ELECTION DAY – By the time you receive this newsletter, Election Day 
will be right around the corner.  It’s a monumental moment in the life of 
our nation in so many ways.  Please go exercise your right and responsi-
bility as a United States citizen and vote. And continue to PRAY FOR 
OUR NATION!  We are in DESPERATE need for a MAJOR REVIVAL & 
SPIRITUAL AWAKENING in our land! 
 
One of the issues that we, in Mississippi, will be voting on is whether or 
not we are going to legalize medical marijuana, and, if we do, how it will 
be legislated and controlled. Please make sure that you understand the   
ballot before you go into the voting booth. Here are your options: 

• First, you will vote on whether you are for or against the legalization 
of medical marijuana. 

• Second, no matter how you vote on the first issue, you can also vote 
on either Initiative 65 or 65a. 

• Initiative 65 will allow much more unrestricted access to marijuana 
and will alter the state constitution to allow it, meaning that individual 
cities and municipalities would have no say over whether or not to 
allow it to be sold in their towns. 

• Initiative 65a will allow medical marijuana but would not alter our 
state constitution. 

The ballot can be somewhat confusing if you don’t take the time to       
understand it, and make up your mind on how you’re going to vote on it 
before you go to the polls.  Do your homework!  Our Commissioner of 
Agriculture and Commerce, Andy Gibson (a great Christian man and    
former Pastor) has written an opinion piece that I found to be very        
informative. You might want to read it too.  Here’s where you can find it: 
 

https://yallpolitics.com/2020/09/14/gipson-just-say-no-to-initiative-65/ 
 
THANKSGIVING – Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday. As we  approach 
our first Thanksgiving with you, our Church FAMILY, Vicki and I are SO 
thankful that the Lord brought us here to serve Him with you! We are 
blessed beyond measure to have you in our lives. And while 2020 has 
certainly been a unique year for the record books, we wouldn’t have 
wanted to do this with anyone else but you. We love y’all a TON and 
can’t wait to see what God is going to do in the days ahead!!! 
 
In His Grip, 
 
Jon 
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  THANKS:     
        Each-and-every day what God blesses us with is        
important and is to be used in service for Him and for 
His glory. But we have attached special meaning to    
particular days throughout the year. There are three    
significant days in November. The first one, Election 
Day on November 3, has been an object of stress, 
grief, prayer, and conflict. I saw a “campaign” sign 
today that urged us to “re-elect” Jesus as King of 
kings and Lord of lords because He will rule over 
whomever is elected as President. Of course, Jesus 
doesn’t need to be “re-elected” nor do we have the 
authority to convey that title and power to Him. But 
we do need to  affirm Jesus as King of kings and Lord 
of lords in our own personal heart and life. He paid 
the price for each of us and He alone will reign.            
       The second day of significance will be on        
November 11, Veteran’s Day. We owe a debt of    
gratitude to the men and women who have and are 
serving in all branches of our nation’s military. For 
years I spent Veteran’s Day with my Dad in Millry,  
Alabama where he is listed on a Military Monument. 
He would stand proudly with many men and women 
from that small community who have served our 
country.            
        A couple of weeks after that we will gather as     
families around tables to give thanks for God’s many 
blessings. We will talk and remember those who are 
no longer seated with us. And we hopefully will thank 
God for our country where we can vote to elect      
political leadership, a right and privilege that so many 
have fought to protect. And the cause of liberty and 
freedom that men and women around the world are 
fighting to defend. And finally, to give thanks to and 
for the One who paid the Highest Price and gave the 
Greatest Sacrifice. The One from whom all  blessings 
flow. Make   everyday a significant day of service and 
thanksgiving.    
 

Wonder of Wonders:  
Make your plans to join us for worship on Sunday 
night, December 6, at 6:00 p.m. as our Choir         

presents Wonder of Wonders. This will be a     

wonderful opportunity to invite the lost and un-
churched to hear the Gospel in song.  

P O I N T S   F R O M   P O W E L L   From the Executive Pastor . . . 
“When life gives you lemons, make lemonade.” 
We have all heard the proverbial phrase at times 
and maybe even share it with others. Like lemons, 
life can be sour at times, and with just the right 
attitude or actions, we can turn that sourness into 
something sweet.  I will not speak for you, but I 
am growing tired of squeezing lemons and adding 
sugar to make 2020 sweet!   
 

Just this week, I read a blog titled “8 Reasons 
Pastors are Especially Tired These Days.”  The 
blog focused on the tiredness that COVID has 
brought upon church staff, and it reminded me of 
the fatigue that so many are experiencing due to 
COVID.  I immediately thought of our healthcare 
workers, teachers, and those families affected by 
COVID.  It seems no matter how hard we try to 
forget it or move past it; COVID continues to slap 
us in the face.   
 

Throughout the pandemic, I am reminded that 
COVID isn’t bigger than my GOD!  I am grateful 
for the encouragement and strength that comes 
from God’s word.  Isaiah 40:31 states, “but they 
who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they 
shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and 
not faint.”  Waiting can sometimes be the most 
challenging part of life.  Not very many people like 
to wait.  If we liked it, then there would be no need 
for fast-food services, instant girts, or microwaves.  
Yet, waiting is vital in knowing our Heavenly     
Father and experiencing His strength and rest.  
Waiting on the LORD does not mean we do   
nothing.  Our waiting must consist of meditating 
on God’s character, focusing on His promises, 
praying, and glorifying Him. Warren Wiersbe says 
this waiting means “to hope.”  A hope that        
involves looking to God for all that we need!   As 
we wait, our hope turns to renewal.  The word  
renewal carries with it the idea of “exchanging.”  
In our waiting, we exchange our weakness for His 
strength, which allows us to soar above our       
circumstances.  We exchange our exhaustion for 
His rest, which enables us to run amid our circum-
stances, and we exchange our despair for His  
delight, which allows us to walk without giving up.  
 

I pray that you and I would wait on the Lord with 
hope that exchanges the sourness of life with the 
sweetness that comes from knowing Jesus.     
 

Dwayne 
 

   S O N S H I N E R S  
      Mature Adult Ministry 

LUNCHEON:   Our November luncheon will be on 
Tuesday, November 10. We will have wonderful speaker 
and great fellowship. We will have a covered dish lunch. 
Bring a dish and a friend for this time of fun, fellowship 
and food!  



I am so excited that we have resumed our Life Groups and our 
Missions on Wednesday!  Our teachers are so glad to be back 
with your children!  Parents, let me encourage you to have your 
children here on Sundays and Wednesdays. 
 

Parents, thank you for your patience as we adjust to 
our new check-in/out system.  If you have not down-
loaded the Church Center App, please do so because it 
makes the process go faster. Also, please remember to follow 
our new guidelines such as One Way traffic and no outside 
items brought into the classroom. 
 

We have several opportunities for service in the Children’s   
Ministry.  We are in need of the following: 
 
 

• 8:00 Extended Session Volunteers during Worship.  You 
will serve on a rotating schedule.  We will not have Extend-
ed Session at 9:30 and 11:00, because our Life Groups will 
be meeting. 

• 9:30 and 11:00 Volunteers to hold the doors open, check    
temperatures, and check-in children on the computer.  
These procedures are part of our plan to provide a safe 
environment for our children and teachers. 

 
PRETEEN BIBLE STUDY (6th Graders)  For the 
month of November, I am working around ballgame 
schedules, so I would like to try and have a Preteen 
Bible study on Sunday night November 15, from 
5:00-7:00 p.m.   We will have a Bible Study, Ministry 
project and a time of games.  Of course, there will 
be pizza, drinks and desserts!  You may invite a 
friend!  I hope to see you there! 
 

Parents, a Thanksgiving Devotion will be    
available for you to pick up at the CEC          
Welcome Center for you to use with your family. 
Take advantage of the many teachable          
moments that the month of November gives us 
to focus on being thankful to God for His good 
gifts and the opportunities we have to share the love of Jesus.  
One way to involve your family in sharing Jesus is to participate 
in our Give Back Sunday food distribution on November 15.  
This hands-on experience will be a memory maker. 

 
The 1st-6th graders will participate in an Advent 
Celebration at the beginning of both Life Group 
hours in CEC 105 beginning Sunday, November 
29, and concluding with Epiphany on January 3.  
This is one of my favorite times to spend with 

your children each year as we focus on Jesus’ birth and the gift 
of salvation he brings into the world.  Please have your children 
here at 9:30 and 11:00. 
 

A BIG Thank You to all who came and participated in our    
Community Movie Night! Your support of our events is         
appreciated! 

From the Minister of Students  

and Single Adults  
 

 

 

     There is a lot to be thankful for during this time of the year. 
With Thanksgiving happening this month, we are reminded of 
all the blessings with which God has blessed us. This is a    
season of gratitude and gratefulness. BUT, why do we only limit 
those words and feelings to one month a year? We are blessed 
each and every day with things that we so often take for     
granted; things like electricity, running water, clothes to wear, 
vehicles to drive and so much more. I was challenged a few 
weeks ago to try and count in one day all the things with which 
God has blessed me . . . I stopped before I even left the house 
to go to work because there were already so many! This month, 
it is my prayer that we would be overly aware of how blessed 
we truly are, but not just to know, but to truly thank God for all 
that He has done for us! 
     If you did not know, Crossover Youth is BACK at 100%    
capacity on Wednesday nights and it is AWESOME!! The Lord 
is doing some amazing things in the life of our students and I 
consider myself so blessed to be even a small part of it. Over 
the past several weeks we have been walking through the book 
of John looking at the Seven Signs (miracles) of Jesus recorded 
by John in a series called The Greatest Showman. We will be 
finishing that series this month and will begin a brand-new   
series called The Starting Five where we will look at the first five 
major stories in the Bible. I encourage you to have your        
students there, and if you ever want to see what the youth are 
doing on Wednesdays, we would love to have you join us! 
       We have also started our Sunday Morning LifeGroups 
back! If your student is not currently involved in a LifeGroup, I 
strongly encourage you to get them plugged in. The material 
that we are going through called The Rescue, is phenomenal 
and we have already seen God use this material to deepen 
students’ love for Him. We have two separate hours for your 
student to attend LifeGroups. If your student goes to the 8 am 
or the 11 am service, we have a 9:30am LifeGroup for anyone 
in grades 7-12. If your student attends The Refuge service at 
9:30, we also offer an 11am LifeGroup for anyone in grades      
7-12. Due to COVID and some of the safety protocols we have 
in place, we are having to do things a little differently, but we 
believe that if we will follow the guidelines in place, we will be 
able to go back to having breakfast and large group before  
LifeGroups.  
     College students, we have also restarted our college       
LifeGroup during the 11am hour. If you are not currently      
involved in that class, you are missing out. Beau and April 
Grantham are teaching and are doing a phenomenal job! We 
are still in the process of planning our night of worship, so be on 
the lookout for that information coming your way very soon. If 
you are a college freshman and did not get involved with Fresh-
man Connection but would like to, please let me know; we have 
families who would absolutely LOVE to adopt you for this year!  
     As always, if I can ever do anything for you or help you in 
any way, please do not hesitate to contact me. I am so grateful 
to be a part of what God is doing here in Flora through our 
church. We’ve got some work to do so let’s get out there and 
make much of Jesus AS WE GO about our daily lives! LET’S 
GO!! 

C H I L D R E N ’ S   C H A T T E R   



23 families received food 
through our Food Pantry in 
October.  The next food 
pantry distribution will be on 
Give Back Sunday.  Help is 
needed to deliver food at    
2 p.m.!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MASK-IN-MOTION POLICY 
 

Due to an uptick in COVID cases both inside and outside of the church family, we are implementing 
a “mask-in-motion” policy starting November 1.  What does this mean? 
 

 We strongly encourage you to wear masks while coming into and going out of the buildings on     
Sundays and Wednesdays. 

 We also ask everyone to exit the buildings immediately after each of the services and reserve       
fellowship time for the parking lots. 

 We also STRONGLY ENCOURAGE you to wear masks while meeting in your Sunday School/
Life Groups due to the difficulty in social distancing in the smaller rooms. 

 We will continue sanitizing all our meeting spaces immediately after services and classes, as 
we’ve been doing since June 1, when we began regathering on campus. 

 
While this is not a hard and fast mask requirement, we want you to know that we are seriously   
concerned about your safety and well being.  This is just another way for us, as a Church FAMILY, 
to love our neighbors as we love ourselves.  Thanks you so much for your support and encourage-
ment throughout this pandemic! 

GIVE BACK SUNDAY  
 

November 15, is Give Back Sunday.   Please 
see the grocery list to the right. We are asking 
that you purchase the needed items and    
return them to the CLC no later than Wednes-
day, November 11.  We are asking your help 
in delivering the bags beginning at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday, November 15.  They will be ready for 
pickup at the Jones House. Come be a part of 
this ministry project and let’s “give back” a 
portion of what God has so richly blessed us 
with by helping those in our community.  If you 
know of someone who could use help with 
food this Thanksgiving, please call the church 
office. 

 

Give Back Sunday 
Grocery List 

• Canned Sweet Potatoes 

• Brown Sugar 

• Marshmallows 

• Stuffing Mix 

• Cake Mix and Frosting 

• Cornbread Mix 

• Cream of Chicken Soup 

• Toilet Tissue 

• Toothpaste 
 

Please return no later than 
November 11 
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Services are broadcast  

on Sunday morning and 

Wednesday night on        

C-Spire Channel 44 or  

726 and the FBC Flora 

Facebook page. You can 

also listen on WYAB  

103.9 FM Sunday 

NOVEMBER DEACON ON CALL 
Friday thru Sunday should a critical need arise 

 

   6-8   Gregg Logan   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  601-573-1000 
13-15  Dwayne Parker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  601-946-5616 
20-22  Gil Powell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  601-278-6404 

27-29  Trey Sandifer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  662-528-2525 

Sunday Schedule  
Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary                           8:00 a.m.  
Sunday School /LifeGroups                                             9:30 a.m. 
REFUGE  Contemporary Worship in the CLC               9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School /LifeGroups                                          11:00 a.m. 
Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary                         11:00 a.m. 
 
 

Wednesday Schedule 
REFRESH Mid-Week Service                                           6:30 p.m. 
Missions Friends, GA’s and RA’s                       6:30 p.m. 
CrossOver Student Worship                                           6:30 p.m.   
Adult Choir Rehearsal                                                      6:30 p.m. 
 

WE WILL NOT HAVE WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
SUPPER AT THIS TIME 

LOOKING AHEAD TO 
DECEMBER 

 

   6        “Wonder of Wonders”   
                 Christmas Music   

 13         REFUGE Christmas 

 19         Food Pantry Distribution 
 20         Candlelight Service 

 23         No Activities 

 30         No Activities 

   1         Happy New Year 

 
The Church Office will be closed 

December 23 - January 1.   


