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Welcome Fall!
I must be a Hoosier, because I love the seasons and I especially love the times of transition,
when one season changes to another. I even welcome winter, at least for a short while, although I am less welcoming of the shortened hours of sunlight! Genesis 8:2 says: “While the
earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall
not cease.” I know people who have retired to climates that don’t experience the changing
seasons the way we do here in Indiana, but even though they may be more subtle, the changes in season still happen. I just happen to think the seasons are best experienced here in the
Midwest (including our God-given right to complain about the weather!).
Continued on next page...
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I think I love fall the most, because for me fall is my favorite time to sit outside at night with a
fire going in the firepit. One can lose oneself staring into a fire. It’s relaxing and mesmerizing
and reflective, all at the same time. I also enjoy fall coffees (fall is about the only time I drink
anything other than black coffee) and fall festivals. Anyone reading this make a great pumpkin cookie? If so, stop by and say hello!!! Bringing a cookie or two with you, of course….
There are, of course, parallels between the seasons of this world and the seasons of our lives.
Ecclesiastes 3 reminds us: “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what
is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a
time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to throw
away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain
from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away;
a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love,
and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.”
That’s a lot of time and a lot of decisions to make about how to use the time we have. I know
that some people (many, perhaps) don’t like fall because it leads to winter and, too often, especially when we are thinking of our lives, winter seems like the end. But it isn’t. Just like the
seasons move according to God’s plan and spring always follows winter, a new spring, a season of new beginnings, will occur in our lives as well. A new day always follows the night.
“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are
new every morning; great is your (God’s) faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3:22-23).

Historic Irvington Halloween Festival
Saturday, October 30, 2021
10 AM - 5 PM
For 75 years, the Historic Irvington Halloween Festival
has brought together thousands of residents, dozens of neighborhood organizations, and countless
Eastside businesses in a fun-filled celebration of our heritage and community. The festival and its
associated events are designed to bring awareness to the community, to bring commerce to local
business and sponsors, and to provide fun for the children of Irvington and Indianapolis.
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Sharing Some Cautionary Facebook Advice
(From the pastor who used to be something else!)

Lately on Facebook, I’ve been noticing an increasing number of what are called “data mining
survey” posts. These are the posts that ask you questions like: “Name this cute little puppy
the last thing you ate” or “If you had to be rescued by the last television show you watched,
who would be rescuing you.” I don’t know if you’ve noticed, but it seems Facebook has been
flooded with these kinds of posta lately. But even more than that, if you take the time to
analyze who is posting these questions, you will find they come from just a few sources: in
other words, “normal” people aren’t posting these types of questions just for fun, these are
coming from people or agencies that are intentionally asking a number of questions in slightly different ways in order to gather information about you. Answering the questions, and
reading other people’s answers, looks like fun, but is there something else going on?
Actually, these kinds of posts have one of two objectives. One is clearly worse than the other.
The more “innocent” data mining survey is to gather information about you to build a profile
for marketing purposes. Wonder why Facebook ads, Google ads, etc. target certain ads to
you? Hint: the ads you see on Facebook are not the same ads I see or others see – they are
for you. Your favorite food, favorite color, favorite games, favorite television show, etc., all tell
them little facts about you. The more you answer, the more they know. In their world, it’s
called consumer profiling.
The second kind of data mining survey is dangerous. These are the questions that ask you
about your first car, the name of your favorite pet (the post may hint that they have just lost a
pet and ask you to comment on a favorite pet you have lost), or information that will get you
to disclose your month and/or year of birth. Often, credit card companies, banks, utility companies, other financial institutions, and online payment apps use this information as answers
to your security questions or they may be part of your computer passwords. Answering these
questions compromises your security and your credit.
So, here's what I suggest . . .
Continued on next page...
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Ignore the posts asking about your "first car" or your "favorite color" or the "last thing
you ate" or the "last show you watched". The same is true with posts that invite you to
respond to statements such as “your wedding will be planned by the last show you
watched” or “you will get a year’s free supply of the last thing you drank.” Don't comment, don't reply, don't click on the links, don't engage at all. While they may look like
innocent questions or seem to provide mild amusement, they are actually part of a vast
data mining and consumer profiling industry.
Stop giving them the answers to your security questions (first car, first phone number,
childhood address, where your parents met, etc.). Stop giving them all of your consumer data (last purchase, what you just ate, what show you just watched, etc.). Facebook,
and other similar sites, are free because they are based on selling your data to their advertisers and other clients. Keep that in mind as you interact with the site on a regular
basis. You aren't the customer. You are the product. Stay safe.

HALLOWEEN
The church will be handing out candy bags to trick or treaters on Halloween, therefore
we are collecting small wrapped candy and chocolate. Please drop off candy donations
in the blue candy barn in the main hallway or in the white basket in the church office
hallway.
The bags will be assembled on Wednesday, October 27th @ 1:30 PM in the parlor. We
are looking for volunteers to stuff them, just come on by.
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WE WANT YOU (to join us
in a small group, that is)
where you can learn, ask,
laugh, share….

Sundays at 9:15 am in the Parlor
We are studying the book of Galatians. Paul wrote this little letter over 2000 years ago, but
we seem to be experiencing similar issues today. Come join the conversation.
When: Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m.
Where: our Parlor
Coffee, Cookies, questions are welcome!
Mondays at 1:00 pm in the Parlor
We are studying the Book of Genesis. Bring your Bible and join us. Handouts are available
each week and you can join in any time. It doesn’t matter if you’ve studied the Book of
Genesis before or struggle finding it in your Bible. All are welcome!
Don’t have a Bible? This is a church. We have plenty!!!
Tuesdays at 1:00 pm on Zoom
Come join us in our study of the Book of Thessalonians. Handouts are emailed out before
each class, but not necessary.
Don’t know how Zoom works? Contact the church office for assistance! It can be a little
intimidating when you get started, but several at the church have become “pros” at it.
Meeting ID: 896 0693 5560 Passcode: 128390
*Note: This Bible Study will meet in person in the parlor on the first Tuesday of the month after
Dining to Donate @ Applebee’s.
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Children’s Sunday
School
Your kids are welcome
to join us from 9:15 to 10:00 AM
each Sunday.

Ages 5-11
(approximately)

Youth Sunday School, Grades 6-12 are meeting in the
Library @ 9:15 AM. Class is led by Jeff Petry.
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Redefined Grace Thrift Store
Store Hours
Wednesday - Saturday
10 am-5 pm
Please use West door
to enter store
The store is looking for volunteers to help
out, no heavy work. Call Kim if you are
interested.
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Chair Exercise is Here!
Feel the need to get moving, but not sure
where or how to start?
Want to get out of the house, see old friends,
and hopefully meet new friends?
We have started a chair exercise class for age 50+ adults (although open to younger adults
facing mobility problems).
When:

Wednesday evenings, from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Where:

IUMC Fellowship Hall (basement)

What:

A 30-minute chair exercise class focusing on improving range of
motion, core strength, and raising stamina! This class is tailored to
those who struggle to get around or deal with life’s daily aches and
pains. It will be led by a personal trainer.

Cost:

While donations are appreciated, they are not required or expected. We want
ALL to be welcome!

And…

Because we are Methodists, there will be music, laughter, a brief
meditation, and food!

Our desire is also to offer food, clothing, and hygiene kits to anyone who comes who is in
need. This is open to the church and to our Irvington community.

While this is a low-impact exercise program, if you have any question about your ability to
participate, please consult with your physician. If you want more details about the program
before joining, please see Pastor Denise.

.
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SUNDAYS

Irvington United Methodist Church

9:15 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:30 A.M. WORSHIP

30 N Audubon Road
Indianapolis IN 46219

Our Staff
Denise Robinson, Pastor
DJ Smith, Music Director/Organist
Jon Hutchison-Gentry, Bell Choir Director
Cassidy Gunthorp, Youth Director
Kim Fulton, Office Manager/Financial Secretary
Lori Steuer, Preschool Director

We are on the Web at:
www.irvingtonumc.org
Our email address and telephone number are:
info@irvingtonumc.org
(317) 356-7231
Visit us on Facebook
*Newsletter deadline for
November will be October 25th.

SCRIP PROGRAM

Registration for the IUMC Preschool 2021-2022 school year
is open for church members, preschool families, and the
community.

Preschool classes are available for children ages 18 months 5 years.
Informational registration brochures can be picked up on
the Welcome Table in the main hallway, or you may check
out our website at www.irvingtonumc.org (click on
the preschool link). Additional information can be obtained
by calling the preschool at 317-356-7232.
**The preschool is no longer collecting caps.
Thanks for all your help with this project.
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Christmas season is coming soon,
get your gift card Christmas gifts
through the IUMC Scrip Program.
You can go online and order them
yourself or you can have Libby or
Kim order for you.
We also have Jockamo’s, Blueberry
Hill, Applebee’s, Meijer, Cracker
Barrell and Lincoln Square cards
available in the office during office
hours and on Sunday mornings.

