November
Newsletter
Church Family,
I pray you are well, as we prepare to enter the holiday season! Even with all the challenges
we have been faced with, our church has truly been blessed this past year.
We have been able to continue to worship together in-person and online (thank you, Libby,
Gary, and Dennis!), and enjoyed all of the special music during our Bible Meets Broadway sermon series (thank you, DJ and choir!). Our building and grounds are looking great (thank you
trustees, Jim, and volunteers!). Our preschool had a tough year but made it through, and we
are beginning to recover (thanks Lori and staff!). We had a successful Strawberry Festival and
Halloween night (so many volunteers to thank for so many things!). The Bible studies and
chair exercise class continue, and we are learning, laughing, working out a little, and, yes, doing a little eating. When I look at all of this, I see visible reminders that the church is truly a
family, united in the love of Christ.
But it’s not just about what we have done, because many exciting things are on the horizon!
When you read this, we’ll be in the middle of our “4-R’s” sermon series, where we are setting
aside time to Rest, Restore, Renew, and Reimagine. God isn’t finished with us yet! As Methodists, we support our church through our Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service, and Witness. You
will receive a Commitment Card for 2022, and we ask you to prayerfully consider how you
will support the church next year through your giving. Commitment Sunday, November 21,
will be a special day, where as a part of worship we will place our commitment cards at the
altar rail, as a symbol of the way we will sacrificially serve God’s church in the new year. More
importantly, we will be sharing some of our new missions and ministries, and asking that you
consider where you might serve. And most importantly, we are seeking commitments to
prayer.
Continued on next page...
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Then, on November 28, Advent, begins. More will come about that later, but please plan to
join us on Sunday, December 12, for a new Christmas concert, The Nightmare Before Christmas. This is something different for us, and it will be a stretch, but it may also serve as a reminder that life before Christmas or without Christmas would indeed be a nightmare. Thank
God we are not living in the nightmare, but we are living in the light of Jesus Christ!

The Story of John 3:16
John 3:16 has to be one of the most well-known of all Bible verses. It shows up on signs, billboards, posters, t-shirts, and bumper stickers. Martin Luther referred to it as “the heart of the
Bible, the Gospel in miniature.” In the 2009 NCAA national championship game, University of
Florida quarterback Tim Tebow wrote “John” and “3:16” in black under his eyes when he
took the field. He later said his reason for doing so was that this verse sums up “the essence
of our Christianity … the essence of our hope.” During the game, “John 3:16” was Googled an
incredible 94 million times and was the number one topic trending on Twitter. But the story
doesn’t end there. Three years later, in 2012, reportedly on exactly the same day as the 2009
championship, Tebow was with the Denver Broncos, playing the Pittsburgh Steelers in the
playoffs. After the game, it was brought to his attention that in that game he threw for 316
yards, his yards per completion were 31.6, his yards per rush were 3.16, the Broncos time of
possession was 31.06 minutes, and the television ratings for the night were 31.6. Once again
John 3:16 led social media trending and millions “googled” the verse. Coincidence? Perhaps.
But the story was carried on all the major networks, resulting in a lot of press for one Bible
verse.
There’s a story about the impact of this simple Bible verse on the internet (so it must be
true). In the city of Chicago in the 1930’s, on a cold, dark night, a blizzard was setting in. A
little boy was selling newspapers on the corner, but not many people were buying and he was
thinking mostly about the cold night ahead. Finally, he got up some courage and walked up to
a policeman and said, "Mister, you wouldn't happen to know where a poor boy could find a
warm place to sleep tonight would you? You see, I sleep in a box down that alley and it's going to be awful cold in there tonight. It sure would be nice to have a warm place to stay." The
policeman looked down at him and said, "You go down the street to that big white house and
knock on the door. When they come to the door, just say John 3:16 and they will let you in."
So, the boy walked up the steps and knocked on the door, and a lady answered. He looked up
and said, "John 3:16."
Continued on next page...
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The lady invited the boy in and sat him down in front of a great big fireplace and she went off.
He sat there for a while, and thought to himself, "John 3:16.... I don't understand it, but it
sure makes a cold boy warm." Later, the lady came back and asked, "Are you hungry?" He
said, "Well, just a little. I haven't eaten in a couple of days and I guess I could stand a little bit
of food." The lady took him in the kitchen and sat him down to a table full of wonderful food.
He ate and ate until he couldn't eat any more. Then he thought to himself "John 3:16.... Boy, I
sure don't understand it, but it sure makes a hungry boy full." She then took him upstairs to a
bathroom and a huge bathtub filled with warm water and he sat there and soaked for a
while. As he soaked, he thought to himself, "John 3:16...I sure don't understand it, but it sure
makes a dirty boy clean." The lady came in and got him, and took him to a room and tucked
him into a big old feather bed and pulled the covers up around his neck and kissed him goodnight and turned out the lights. As he looked out the window at the snow coming down on
that cold night, he thought to himself, "John 3:16.... I don't understand it, but it sure makes a
tired boy rested."
The next morning, the lady took the boy downstairs back to that same old rocker in front of
the fireplace and with her Bible in her hands asked, "Do you understand John 3:16?" He said,
"No, Ma'am, I don't. The first time I ever heard it was last night when the policeman told me
to use it." She opened the Bible to John 3:16, and she began to explain to him about Jesus.
He sat there and thought, "John 3:16. I don't understand it, but it sure makes a lost boy feel
safe."
Warm, full, clean, rested, safe. What words come to your mind when you read John 3:16?
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For God… A reminder that what is about to come doesn’t begin with us and is not of our own
doing. This is about God doing what God does.
So loved… Love is God’s ultimate motivation; how much God loves is about to be revealed as
we continue to read.
The world… No one nation or church denomination can exclusively claim God’s love. God’s
promises aren’t just for good people or religious people or lucky people or Jews or Catholics
or Methodists. God’s love is for everyone.
That he gave… This is God’s gift, not our achievement or reward.
His Only Son… From the Bible’s opening chapters, a promised person called the Messiah has
been God’s plan for restoring this broken world. Jesus died on the cross to offer us a way to
receive forgiveness of sin, then unleashed the power of the Holy Spirit to transform human
lives.
That whoever… God’s invitation is open to all, but we have a choice.
Believes… This isn’t guesswork or blind hope. Believing is not a leap into the dark, but an
eyes-wide-open conviction of both the mind and the heart.
In him… Our belief, our faith, isn’t adherence to a list of things to do (or not do) or following
meaningless rituals. We place our trust in Jesus Christ: in his teachings, in his service, in his
love, in his promises, in his death and resurrection.
Shall not perish… To take no action at all is to perish. But there is a promise for those who
believe.
But have eternal life… Greek had different words for life: bios and zoe. Bios is the root of the
word biology; all born in this world experience biological life. But not all experience zoe, spiritual life. This verse doesn’t promise an improvement in our biological circumstances, but it
does offer the opportunity to be reborn into God’s gift of “zoe” through a relationship with
him. This new life is forever.
When you read John 3:16, what are your words for what you feel?
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In January 2019, the unthinkable happened…my mother suffered a stroke and within 24 hours she was gone.
We were devastated with the suddenness of her death. As we started planning her funeral, we found a folder in her files indicating her wishes for her service. We were grateful to have this guidance, because, in our
grief, we couldn’t think clearly. The service, at her church in Huntington, was a true testament to her life.
We sang songs, people told stories and a letter she had written was read resulting in many tearstained
cheeks.
I don’t get back to my hometown or my childhood church much anymore because Mom is not there and…
well…the pandemic. But the lessons I learned and the people who loved me are still strong in my memories.
The church has grown and a large social hall with a modern kitchen has been added. The choir still sings,
and they’ve added some contemporary music to their worship. Recently there was a long search for a youth
director, similar to our current situation. They have Sunday school, childcare, and a children’s message on
the steps at the front of the church.
As a youngster growing up in church, I have few recollections of “Stewardship” campaigns. Those adult
concerns weren’t something about which I fretted. There are lessons that I learned in church, Sunday school
and youth group that I have long forgotten but the lesson of giving has endured, and I give a lot of credit for
that to my mom. At home my mom encouraged and expected that a portion of my earnings be given to the
church. Admittedly, sometimes I needed a reminder.
I think that I never forgot the lesson of tithing because it was like a tradition. It’s just something that
happened every year, kind of like the public radio and television stations airing their annual fundraising
campaigns. When I became an adult, it never really bothered me that we talked about pledging and giving.
Maybe I thought it was just normal and expected. It was like going to school, brushing your teeth, eating
and sleeping. It’s just what you do.
In the coming weeks there will be opportunities to hear personal stories and sermons which may elicit a
memory, provide a challenge or create a vision for the future. Throughout the month of November, I hope
that you find inspiration and consider ways in which you can share your blessings with all you meet.

Lisa Hedges
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Playground
Renovation
The playground across the street from our church building is an average-sized playground built with
children ages 2-5 in mind. It is owned by IUMC but was created for the whole community to utilize
and enjoy.
Unfortunately the ability to walk through the gate, play on the equipment and run through the
mulch came to a screeching halt in August when it became apparent that nature had taken over and
children’s safety was at risk. Therefore, we shut it down to begin the arduous task of clearing the
weeds and preparing for installation of a safe surface.
Preschool families, church members, Scout Troup 9 and the community worked in the heat and cold
and by October 16 we had the weeds cleared.
So why is the playground still closed? We need a surface under the equipment to create a cushion
for children who might fall. Rubber mulch is the safest and most resilient surfacing available.
Through considerable research we discovered a company called Jelly Bean Rubber Mulch. It uses a
pre-consumer (virgin) rubber, not recycled tires.

We have raised enough money to order the mulch but we still need to pay the remaining balance
upon delivery. We have about 6-8 weeks to raise the remaining $8,910. We are working on an online
option for interested parties to make a donation to the project. Checks and cash are accepted as well
as sending money through PayPal (3% fee). If you wish to give a donation, please include a memo
designating the money for the playground. Contact the church office for more information about
PayPal.
In addition to the mulch we need: landscaping fabric (weed barrier) and rubber mats for the base of
the slides which adds about $800.
Some specialized equipment is needed to unload the mulch from the semi when it arrives. The
mulch comes in 2,000 pound bags on large pallets. We’re looking to rent the machinery needed to
unload and spread the mulch. Right now, we don’t have an exact cost for that rental but it could be
as high as $700.
Money is not the only currency we need. We also need some labor to lay the fabric, and spread the
mulch. If you are interested in helping...when the time comes...please contact Lisa Hedges via email:
Lisahedges91@gmail.com. Lisa is the project manager and will happily answer questions and take
volunteer information.
6

7

WE WANT YOU (to join us
in a small group, that is)
where you can learn, ask,
laugh, share….

Sundays at 9:15 am in the Parlor
We are studying questions od asked in the Bible that are still asked of us. Questions such as
“Where are you? and “Where is your brother?” Come join the conversation.
When: Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m.
Where: our Parlor
Coffee, Cookies, questions are welcome!
Mondays at 1:00 pm in the Parlor
We are studying the Book of Genesis. Bring your Bible and join us. Handouts are available
each week and you can join in any time. It doesn’t matter if you’ve studied the Book of
Genesis before or struggle finding it in your Bible. All are welcome!
Don’t have a Bible? This is a church. We have plenty!!!
Tuesdays at 1:00 pm on Zoom
Come join us in our study of the Book of Thessalonians. Handouts are emailed out before
each class, but not necessary.
Don’t know how Zoom works? Contact the church office for assistance! It can be a little
intimidating when you get started, but several at the church have become “pros” at it.
Meeting ID: 896 0693 5560 Passcode: 128390
*Note: This Bible Study will meet in person in the parlor on the first Tuesday of the month after
Dining to Donate @ Applebee’s.
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Children’s Sunday
School
Your kids are welcome
to join us from 9:15 to 10:00 AM
each Sunday.

Ages 5-11
(approximately)

Youth Sunday School, Grades 6-12 are meeting in the
Library @ 9:15 AM. Class is led by Jeff Petry.
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Redefined Grace Thrift Store
Store Hours
Wednesday - Saturday
10 am-5 pm
Please use West door
to enter store
The store is looking for volunteers to help
out, no heavy work. Call Kim if you are
interested.
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Chair Exercise is Here!
Feel the need to get moving, but not sure
where or how to start?
Want to get out of the house, see old friends,
and hopefully meet new friends?
We have started a chair exercise class for age 50+ adults (although open to younger adults
facing mobility problems).
When:

Wednesday evenings, from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Where:

IUMC Fellowship Hall (basement)

What:

A 30-minute chair exercise class focusing on improving range of
motion, core strength, and raising stamina! This class is tailored to
those who struggle to get around or deal with life’s daily aches and
pains. It will be led by a personal trainer.

Cost:

While donations are appreciated, they are not required or expected. We want
ALL to be welcome!

And…

Because we are Methodists, there will be music, laughter, a brief
meditation, and food!

Our desire is also to offer food, clothing, and hygiene kits to anyone who comes who is in
need. This is open to the church and to our Irvington community.

While this is a low-impact exercise program, if you have any question about your ability to
participate, please consult with your physician. If you want more details about the program
before joining, please see Pastor Denise.

.
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SUNDAYS

Irvington United Methodist Church

9:15 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:30 A.M. WORSHIP

30 N Audubon Road
Indianapolis IN 46219

Our Staff
Denise Robinson, Pastor
DJ Smith, Music Director/Organist
Jon Hutchison-Gentry, Bell Choir Director
Cassidy Gunthorp, Youth Director
Kim Fulton, Office Manager/Financial Secretary
Lori Steuer, Preschool Director

We are on the Web at:
www.irvingtonumc.org
Our email address and telephone number are:
info@irvingtonumc.org
(317) 356-7231
Visit us on Facebook
*Newsletter deadline for
December will be November 22nd.

HAVE A HAPPY THANKSGIVING
Christmas season is coming soon, get
your gift card Christmas gifts through the
IUMC Scrip Program. You can go online
and order them yourself or you can have
Libby or Kim order for you.
We also have Jockamo’s, Blueberry Hill,
Applebee’s, Meijer, Cracker Barrell , Starbucks and Lincoln Square cards available
in the office during office hours and on
Sunday mornings.
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