December
Newsletter
A Time to Celebrate:
The Christmas Gift of God’s Grace

The season of Advent and Christmas is a joyous time in our Methodist heritage. While much
of the world is focusing upon the exchange of gifts, we are gifted with a Wesleyan understanding of a wonderful gift of Christ, the gift of God’s grace. There is nothing wrong with exchanging gifts with family and friends and joining in on the fun of Christmas parties. But during this season, where is your focus? Our Wesleyan values remind us that the coming of
Christ is a sign of God’s love and grace.
How can we celebrate Christmas as United Methodists in an authentic and faithful way? Bishop Michael Coyner wrote an article on this question that was published some years ago, and I
would like to share some of Bishop Mike's thoughts with you this month. Certainly, any celebration begins with the acknowledgement that God loved us first. Before we ever knew of
God’s love, or accepted it in any way, God loved us and demonstrated that love through the
sending of Jesus Christ into the world. Our music, our sermons, and our personal devotionals
need to focus upon remembering how God’s love surrounded our lives even before we responded. God’s love came to us before we did anything to deserve it. We Wesleyans know
that love as prevenient grace and it is the first gift we receive, because it came to each of us
the very moment when we drew our first breath. It is this gift of grace that makes faith possible.
One way for us to celebrate this true meaning of Christmas is to focus on giving to others who
may or may not deserve our gifts. Everything from mitten and hat trees to gifts for needy
families to Christmas visits to homebound or nursing homes persons can be signs of sharing
God’s love with others. At the heart of the Wesleyan understanding of prevenient grace is the
recognition that just as God reached out to us, so we are to reach out to others. We never do
good works simply on our own, because our good works are to go hand in hand with love.
God has empowered us to act in love so that all our efforts are rooted in God’s grace. Every
gift we give, no matter no large or how small, should be given out of love rather than out of
obligation. It’s a Methodist “thing.”
Continued on next page...
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On an individual level, December is a time for personal devotions that focus on remembering
and looking back upon our lives to see how God’s grace has been evident in the way, circumstances, and people who have blessed us and moved us toward God. For many persons, Jesus’ nighttime birth speaks to us, because we remember that Jesus was born into the darkness of our own lives. The Gospels tell of a nighttime birth, which reminds us that the gift of
God’s grace comes into the darkness of our lives to offer light, hope, and love. As the prophet
Isaiah said, “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light” (Isaiah 9:2). Perhaps December is a time to remember with gratitude how God’s grace has come to us as a light in
our darkness, given to us as a gift in the birth of Jesus.
December is truly a month to celebrate the Christmas Gift of God’s Grace.
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Christmas Eve Services at IUMC
●7:00 pm: Non-Traditional Service with holiday readings and glowsticks.

●11:00 pm: Traditional Service with more traditional music, message,
and a “Silent Night” candle lighting.
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CONCERT

Sunday, December 12th @ 7:00 PM

Irvington United Methodist Church Sanctuary
Wear your favorite costume to add to the festive atmosphere!
Free Halloween candy!

4

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ORDER FORM
Order your poinsettia today!!!
DONOR:_________________________________
IN HONOR OF:____________________________
or

IN MEMORY OF:___________________________
or

WORDING________________________________

Cost: $10.00 per plant
Please return your order form to the church office or put them in the offering basket.
Payment is due at time of order. Orders must be in the office by Sunday, December 20th.
————————————————————————————————————————————————-

Winter Bible Study: Get it On Your Calendar Now!
A new 8-week Bible study will be starting in the parlor on Wednesday, January 12, 2022,
at 6:45 p.m. led by Gary Keithley. It will be cold and dark outside, but here at the church the
heat will be on (God and boiler willing!) and the laughter and sharing will chase away the
darkness!
Come join us as we come together to love more deeply and share more openly. Know
someone to invite? Offer to pick them up and bring them with you! All are invited and all
are welcome.

When:

Wednesday evenings from 6:45 – 8:00 pm.

Where:

IUMC Parlor

Why:

Because faith matters!
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An Invitation to Learn about Fresh Expressions:
January 15, 2022, from 9 am to 3:30 pm
For more than a year, we, as a church, have discussed starting a contemporary worship
service. It began with a vision of dinner church, which COVID impacted. Over time, another
vision has come to mind which is similar in concept, but with some differences. The vision
comes from Fresh Expressions, a Methodist movement started outside the U.S. and gaining
ground here.
Fresh Expressions looks at worship-reimagined: a worship and loving environment targeted
to the “unchurched,” those who no longer attend church or who have never attended
church. Speaking honestly and frankly, we can no longer expect that people will simply wander into our church and remain. While a few may, the truth is that we need to reach outside
our church walls and invite people into a “non-church” environment.
Are you willing to be part of the conversation? Do you want to learn more? We are one of
six churches you have been invited to a free Zoom meeting to learn more about Fresh
Expressions. This comes with an opportunity for grant money to launch a new service.
Where:
When:

IUMC Parlor
Saturday, January 15, 2022, from 9 am to 3:30 pm

The plan is to have us all gather in the parlor and to Zoom from there (we will see them, but
they will not see or hear us!). We can listen, learn, and have a conversation. Food and beverages will be provided! If you have an interest and might be willing to help, come join us.
Coming to this meeting does not mean that you are committing to anything at this point!
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Are You Interested in Stephen Ministry?
The Stephen Ministry program offers support for those who need someone to walk with
them during a difficult time in life. At some point in our lives, we all need someone to be
with us, pray for us, share a cup of coffee. The need may be for a season or for a year, or
more. Stephen ministers are lay people in the church who receive special training to be with
people in difficult times: physically, mentally, emotionally, or spiritually. Stephen ministers
are not trained to “fix” problems, but to journey with those experiencing problems.
Are you interested in learning more or volunteering to be a Stephen minister? The church
will provide training and support. You can contact the church office or see Gary Keithley
after church. Don’t know Gary yet? Contact the church office and we will get you his email
and phone number.
Do you need a Stephen minister? Contact the church office or let Pastor Denise know. We
have a couple of Stephen ministers in our congregation (male and female) and can connect
you with one of them. Their interaction and conversations with you are confidential. Don’t
feel you have to deal with any problems or anxieties on your own! We are a family, and a
family cares for one another.
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Playground
Renovation
The playground across the street from our church building is an average-sized playground built with
children ages 2-5 in mind. It is owned by IUMC but was created for the whole community to utilize
and enjoy.
Unfortunately the ability to walk through the gate, play on the equipment and run through the
mulch came to a screeching halt in August when it became apparent that nature had taken over and
children’s safety was at risk. Therefore, we shut it down to begin the arduous task of clearing the
weeds and preparing for installation of a safe surface.
Preschool families, church members, Scout Troup 9 and the community worked in the heat and cold
and by October 16 we had the weeds cleared.
So why is the playground still closed? We need a surface under the equipment to create a cushion
for children who might fall. Rubber mulch is the safest and most resilient surfacing available.
Through considerable research we discovered a company called Jelly Bean Rubber Mulch. It uses a
pre-consumer (virgin) rubber, not recycled tires.

We have raised enough money to order the mulch but we still need to pay the remaining balance
upon delivery. We have about 6-8 weeks to raise the remaining $8,910. We are working on an online
option for interested parties to make a donation to the project. Checks and cash are accepted as well
as sending money through PayPal (3% fee). If you wish to give a donation, please include a memo
designating the money for the playground. Contact the church office for more information about
PayPal.
In addition to the mulch we need: landscaping fabric (weed barrier) and rubber mats for the base of
the slides which adds about $800.
Some specialized equipment is needed to unload the mulch from the semi when it arrives. The
mulch comes in 2,000 pound bags on large pallets. We’re looking to rent the machinery needed to
unload and spread the mulch. Right now, we don’t have an exact cost for that rental but it could be
as high as $700.
Money is not the only currency we need. We also need some labor to lay the fabric, and spread the
mulch. If you are interested in helping...when the time comes...please contact Lisa Hedges via email:
Lisahedges91@gmail.com. Lisa is the project manager and will happily answer questions and take
volunteer information.
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WE WANT YOU (to join us
in a small group, that is)
where you can learn, ask,
laugh, share….

Sundays at 9:15 am in the Parlor
We are studying questions od asked in the Bible that are still asked of us. Questions such as
“Where are you? and “Where is your brother?” Come join the conversation.
When: Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m.
Where: our Parlor
Coffee, Cookies, questions are welcome!
Mondays at 1:00 pm in the Parlor
We are studying the Book of Genesis. Bring your Bible and join us. Handouts are available
each week and you can join in any time. It doesn’t matter if you’ve studied the Book of
Genesis before or struggle finding it in your Bible. All are welcome!
Don’t have a Bible? This is a church. We have plenty!!!
Tuesdays at 1:00 pm on Zoom
Come join us in our study of the Book of Romans. Handouts are emailed out before each
class, but not necessary.
Don’t know how Zoom works? Contact the church office for assistance! It can be a little
intimidating when you get started, but several at the church have become “pros” at it.
Meeting ID: 896 0693 5560 Passcode: 128390
*Note: This Bible Study will meet in person in the parlor on the first Tuesday of the month after
Dining to Donate @ Applebee’s.
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Children’s Sunday
School
Your kids are welcome
to join us from 9:15 to 10:00 AM
each Sunday.

Ages 5-11
(approximately)

Youth Sunday School, Grades 6-12 are meeting in the
Library @ 9:15 AM. Class is led by Jeff Petry.
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Redefined Grace Thrift Store
Store Hours
Wednesday - Saturday
10 am-5 pm
Please use West door
to enter store
The store is looking for volunteers to help
out, no heavy work. Call Kim if you are
interested.
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Chair Exercise is Here!*
Feel the need to get moving, but not sure
where or how to start?
Want to get out of the house, see old friends,
and hopefully meet new friends?
We have started a chair exercise class for age 50+ adults (although open to younger adults
facing mobility problems).
When:

Wednesday evenings, from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Where:

IUMC Fellowship Hall (basement)

What:

A 30-minute chair exercise class focusing on improving range of
motion, core strength, and raising stamina! This class is tailored to
those who struggle to get around or deal with life’s daily aches and
pains. It will be led by a personal trainer.

Cost:

While donations are appreciated, they are not required or expected. We want
ALL to be welcome!

And…

Because we are Methodists, there will be music, laughter, a brief
meditation, and food!

Our desire is also to offer food, clothing, and hygiene kits to anyone who comes who is in
need. This is open to the church and to our Irvington community.

While this is a low-impact exercise program, if you have any question about your ability to
participate, please consult with your physician. If you want more details about the program
before joining, please see Pastor Denise.

*Chair exercise class is on break until the first Wednesday in January. See you there!
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SUNDAYS

Irvington United Methodist Church

9:15 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:30 A.M. WORSHIP

30 N Audubon Road
Indianapolis IN 46219

Our Staff
Denise Robinson, Pastor
DJ Smith, Music Director/Organist
Jon Hutchison-Gentry, Bell Choir Director
Cassidy Gunthorp, Youth Director
Kim Fulton, Office Manager/Financial Secretary
Lori Steuer, Preschool Director

We are on the Web at:
www.irvingtonumc.org
Our email address and telephone number are:
info@irvingtonumc.org
(317) 356-7231
Visit us on Facebook
*Newsletter deadline for
January will be December 22nd.

Christmas season is coming soon, get
your gift card Christmas gifts through the
IUMC Scrip Program. You can go online
and order them yourself or you can have
Libby or Kim order for you.
We also have Jockamo Pizza, Blueberry
Hill, Applebee’s, Meijer, Cracker Barrell ,
Starbucks and Lincoln Square cards available in the office during office hours and
on Sunday mornings.
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