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How Do You Know God?
“O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down and when I rise
up; you discern my thoughts from far away. You search out my path and my lying down, and
are acquainted with all my ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it
completely. You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. Such knowledge
is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it. Where can I go from your spirit?
Or where can I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my
bed in Sheol, you are there. If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits
of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast. If I
say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light around me become night,” even the
darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to
you.” (Ps. 139:1-12)
In these words, from Psalm 139, David writes of the inescapable God, a God who knows us
and loves us in ways we cannot fathom. God is vast, powerful, all-knowing; and loves us each
personally. How can we talk about our fumbling understandings of such a God? I have found
in my life that the more my faith means to me, the harder it is for me to put my feelings and
thoughts about God into words.
Much of what I understand, and speak, about God comes from what God has revealed in
Scripture. Jesus tells us that when we look at his life, death, and resurrection, we get a
glimpse of God. But then there’s the knowledge I have of God that comes from deep inside
of me. If we open ourselves up to the experience, God speaks to us and works in us through
the power of the Holy Spirit.
Read the words of Ps. 139 again, this time more slowly. Which lines speak to you most powerfully? Sit quietly for a while with these words. Over the month of February, I encourage you
to read and re-read them and allow the words of the psalm to “speak” to you. Take notes as
you read and reflect on what these words reveal about God.
Continued on next page...
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How do you know God? Is your knowledge of God personal? Use this time to close your eyes
and ask God to show you the moments and the ways in your life when you have seen or understood or experienced God most clearly. What are your deepest moments of faith? Perhaps yours came when you proclaimed your faith in front of other people or when you experienced a moment of awe during worship. Perhaps it came from some insight when reading
the Bible or singing a hymn or praying a prayer. Everyone’s experiences of God are different.
Ask God to show you yours.
May God’s grace work in you,

Pastor Denise

EASTER LILIES - 2021
DONOR:________________________________________________
IN HONOR OF:___________________________________________
or

IN MEMORY OF:_________________________________________

Cost: $11.00 per plant
Please return your order forms with payment to the church office or put them in the offering plate.
Orders must be received in the church office by Monday, March 29th.
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Many people take the end of a year to look back and reflect on what happened and the highlights of that year.
Wow! How many of you really wanted to just say, “Nope, not going back and not reflecting on that mess of a year!”?
That may be true but even though 2020 was tough, we had a lot of blessings at IUMC.
*We reopened our church doors on June 14 and were able to continue to worship
“in-person” for the rest of the year. Many churches have continued to worship remotely.
We followed mandates, did what we needed to do to protect each other, and it paid off.
*We were able to reopen the preschool due to some major planning and sacrifices by
church member and director, Lori Steuer.
*Groups continue to gather in our building to get much needed physical, mental and emotional restoration through Bible study, support groups and focus on missions for others.
*Christmas was smaller than usual but we were able to congregate and enjoy two services
in the sanctuary with a livestream online presence as well.

Now let’s talk finances. 2020 was a quite unique year. We were very concerned that our intake of tithes and
offerings might decline a bit but, happily, we saw a rather steady flow of contributions. Despite that flow, we were
still “in the red” yet the future didn’t look as bleak as we projected. Then in May a member of our church, Joe Young,
passed away. He had been in an adult care facility for several years. In earlier years, Joe volunteered in the church
office doing odd jobs, answering the phones and basically being our office manager’s right-hand man. We were elated when we received word that his estate gifted our church $43,000. Because of Joe’s generosity, forethought, and
commitment to IUMC, we were able to finish out the 2020 budget with only a 2,000 shortfall.

Throughout the turmoil and uncertainty of 2020 we stayed faithful and God stayed faithful, as we knew he would.
We continued forward in faith and we hung on to the promises of God. We looked outward and upward with the
eyes of yearning people searching for answers and hoping for grace. We carried on knowing that God is with us
always. He is there, nudging us to improve, to have faith, to reach out even when we feel like we might lose our
footing.

So, we will go forth into 2021 with a fresh outlook and with hope of new possibilities. We come together to continue
our mission of…making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
Thank you for your commitment to that mission and to your church family at IUMC.

Sincerely,
Lisa Hedges
Chair of Finance
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Redefined Grace Thrift Store

Store Hours
Wednesday - Saturday
10 am-5 pm
Please use West door
to enter store
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January was a great start of 2021 for the youth group! We all chose a guiding
word of the year which illustrated the youth’s hopes for what 2021 will hold for
them individually. Confidence. Productive. Perseverance. Focus. Learn. Hopeful.
Freedom. Development. Resolve. Reading through these words shows the
amazing perspective that our youth has even when life is difficult and so far
from normal. We as a church are blessed to have this perspective in our lives.
During the month of February, the Sunday School class will be finishing their
Fathom Bible Study about the Coming of Jesus, and we will begin the study over
the Teachings of Jesus. This study will guide us in exploring the message of the
Gospels through the teachings of Christ who became flesh! Also, be on the
lookout for announcements in the bulletin and during Sunday service for exciting
news about the Youth Room!
Note from Cassidy!
I will be in the office on Mondays now, from about 10:00 to 1:00! Feel free to
stop in to see me or call me during that time. Also, if that does not work for you
and you’re needing to chat with me, please reach out and we can find another
time during the week. -Cassidy (260)350-3272
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Registration for the IUMC Preschool 2021-2022 school year will open Wednesday,
February 10 for church members, preschool families, and the community.
Preschool classes are available for children ages 18 months - 5 years.
Informational registration brochures can be picked up on the Welcome Table in
the main hallway, or you may check out our website at www.irvingtonumc.org
(click on the preschool link). Additional information can be obtained by calling
the preschool at 317-356-7232.

Preschool Sunday is February 28!
The children are working on a wonderful
COVID-friendly alternative presentation for
the congregation.

Stay tuned for information on our
annual Blooming Buddies program
which connects our congregation with
our students during lent.
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Chair Exercise is Here!

Feel the need to get moving, but not sure
where or how to start?
Want to get out of the house, see old friends,
and hopefully meet new friends?

We have started a chair exercise class for age 50+ adults (although open to younger adults
facing mobility problems).
When:

Wednesday evenings, from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Where:

IUMC Fellowship Hall (basement)

What:

A 30-minute chair exercise class focusing on improving range of
motion, core strength, and raising stamina! This class is tailored to
those who struggle to get around or deal with life’s daily aches and
pains. It will be led by a personal trainer.

Cost:

There will be donation baskets, but while donations are appreciated,
they are not required or expected. We want ALL to be welcome!

And…

Because we are Methodists, there will be music, laughter, a brief
meditation, and food!

Our desire is also to offer food, clothing, and hygiene kits to anyone who comes who is in
need. This is open to the church and to our Irvington community.
Important Notice: The chairs will be spaced for social distancing and masks are required.
Food will be prepared and handled by persons wearing masks and gloves. While this is a lowimpact exercise program, if you have any question about your ability to participate, please
consult with your physician. If you want more details about the program before joining,
please see Pastor Denise.
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SUNDAYS

Irvington United Methodist Church

9:15 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:30 A.M. WORSHIP

30 N Audubon Road
Indianapolis IN 46219

Our Staff
Denise Robinson, Pastor
DJ Smith, Music Director/Organist
Jon Hutchison-Gentry, Bell Choir Director
Cassidy Gunthorp, Youth Director
Kim Fulton, Office Manager/Financial Secretary
Lori Steuer, Preschool Director

We are on the Web at:
www.irvingtonumc.org
Our email address and telephone number are:
info@irvingtonumc.org
(317) 356-7231
Visit us on Facebook
*Newsletter deadline for
March will be February 23rd.

CURRENT ICAN FOOD PANTRY NEEDS
Bars of Soap
Kleenex
Toilet Paper

Soups
Cereal
Canned Fruit
Sanitizing Wipes
Paper Grocery Sacks with Handles
Just drop your donations in the blue tub in the main hallway.
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