Sermon Notes for May 3, 2026

Title: Don’t Kick Against the Goads!
Text: Acts 24:1-26:32

Main Point: It is easier to resist participation in God’s mission
than it is to give your life to it.

1. Paul initially Jesus and His
mission.
2. Paul was to Jesus and His mission.

3. Paul for the sake of Jesus and His mission.
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Discussion Guide

. What stood out to you in today’s gathering?

. What stands out to you about Paul’s conversion story in this
account (Acts 26:12-23)? How does a genuine encounter with
Jesus change a person’s direction?

. Why do you think it was easier for Saul to fight against Jesus
than to join Him? What fears, comforts, or beliefs made
resistance feel safer? Can you think of a time in your own life
(or someone you know) when you resisted what God was
calling you to do? What made resistance feel easier than
surrender at that moment?

. Acts 26:32 says “And Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could
have been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.”” Paul
suffered greatly during his ministry, and he could have ended
that suffering at any point by simply packing his bags, going
home, and living a quiet life. And yet he continued to preach
the gospel and testify to Jews, Gentiles, and kings. What does
this teach us about the relationship between suffering and
obedience to God?

. What is one takeaway from today’s message that you believe
the Lord is prompting you to live out in your life?
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