
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                      
 
                 
            
 
 

“The power that is in the Gospel does not lie in the eloquence of the 
preacher, otherwise men would be the converters of souls, nor does it 
lie in the preacher’s learning, otherwise it would consist in the wisdom 
of men. We might preach until our tongues rotted, until we would 
exhaust our lungs and die, but never a soul would be converted unless 
the Holy Spirit be with the Word of God to give it the power to convert 
the soul.” (Charles Spurgeon)  
 
How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good 
news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim 
salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” (Isaiah 52:7) 
 
“Never water down the Word of God, but preach it in its undiluted 
sternness. There must be unflinching faithfulness to the Word of God, 
but when you come to personal dealings with others, remember who 
you are—you are not some special being created in heaven, but a sinner 
saved by grace.” (Oswald Chambers) 
 

 
Dear Family and Friends, 
 
Oh... What a great comfort it is to know that the Power that is in the Gospel 
does not lie in the eloquence or learning of any preacher or teacher,  nor in 
the ability or preparation or faithfulness of any student or disciple, but that 
the salvation of every soul is planned and executed 100% by the power of 
the Holy Spirit alone! Every day of my life, I thank God from the depth of 
my soul for this promise and truth! 
 
On the first morning of every training, soon after we started, I would draw 
this picture on the board and asked our students three questions: “Where 
do you see yourself on this circle?” Many and sometimes most of our 
students would respond that they see themselves as disciples, fishers of 
men and some even as disciplers.” Then the second question, “Where are 
most of the members of your church?”  
Time after time the same responses came forth… “Teacher, I believe most 
of the members of my church are still unbelievers, simply following 
Christianity in a name sake way as a religion that they many times inherited 
from their parents or family and only a small number are true believers.” 
How thankful I am when our students are willing to honestly share such a 
sobering truth, because in that truth is God’s confirmation to me every time 
of the great need our students have to learn the true meaning of what it 
means to follow Jesus as a Disciple.  
 

BLESSINGS FROM TANZANIA AND MYANMAR 

The Real Power of the Gospel… 



My third question would be a direct challenge to the responses our students had to 
Question one… “How can it be possible for you as a leader to be a Disciple, a Fisher of Men 
and a Discipler and yet, most of the members of your church are still unbelievers, they are 
still lost?” And with one question, we penetrate to the heart of how far we as the church 
has lost our true mission in this world.  
At this moment, I would invite our students to follow me outside where I would take two 
students to play the role of an pastor or evangelist and a missionary. The rest of the 
students would spread out near and far around us and within one minute these two 
students would have to see how many people they can find and bring “home”, by bringing 
one at a time. After one minute these students would be huffing and puffing, sweat would 
drip from their heads and not even a dent would have been made in the number of our 
“lost students”. I would ask our two volunteers how they felt, and they would respond, 
“Tired, overwhelmed… Teacher this is so difficult, there are so many people, we tried so 
hard, but look, most are still lost!” “Exactly! I would respond, this is addition – one plus 
one, plus one, plus one…” Next we would repeat the exercise, but this time, each of the 
people they found and brought “home”, now has to join them in going out and bringing 
someone “home”. Within 30-40 seconds the whole group would be “home”. They would be 
utterly amazed and I would simply respond, “This is multiplication – one plus one, times 
two, times two… discipleship is multiplication… Can you now see why Jesus specifically gave 
his disciples the instruction to go and disciple all nations and not just to make converts… 
can you now see how it is impossible if you were truly a disciple or fisher of men or discipler 
to still have most of the members in your church as unbelievers?” 

 
A simple little illustration, but what a profound truth! I cannot tell you how many students stood up on the first day to share that they 
simply don’t have time to be busy with these four calls, but as we continued through the week, you see the Holy Spirit work in our class, see 
how their countenance change, hear how their questions change, and finally on the last day to hear so many stand up and say, “Teacher, I 
never knew the things we learned this week… I know we have only started on this journey and I understand now that what we learned here 
is equipment, meant to be shared and that it should not die with me!” 
 
After many years of offering the DFC Trainings, I am so thankful that we do it in a cycle of three trainings over a period of three years, 
because that does give us the opportunity to follow up with our students and to continue to challenge them not only to learn about 
Discipleship, but actually it is a way to live your life every day.  
 
 
NEW BEGINNINGS … A TIME TO LEARN SO MANY NEW THINGS 
 
It has been a time of learning so many, new things. I continue to learn Swahili and although my level is not where I hoped it to be, I was 
encouraged to be able to use simple greetings, ask the children some simple questions, give simple instructions to bajaji drivers and to 
understand more words as my Co-Teachers and students spoke the language.  
 
This time I learned how to function a little more independently by finding 
my own way, especially in Geita by taking the local bajajis every day to and 
from our training locations. I found hotels and accommodations that are 
more suitable for my budget and needs. This is usually a process of trial and 
error as you venture into new areas. With the help of Carmari and Gerhard 
Strobos as well as the local Dioceses of Africa Inland Church Tanzania, I 
found a few good and trusted local drivers with whom I could travel.  
Transportation is very expensive in Tanzania and the places are very far 
apart, so to travel with a trusted driver is very important.  
 
I learned more about the local cuisine and what food is good and suitable for 
me to eat. I visited a few local markets to buy eggs, fresh fruit, avocados and 
tomatoes which I use to prepare most of my meals in my room. Carmari 
gave me some plain yoghurt and muesli which she makes herself and that 
was such a nice, healthy little treat every day! 
 
This time I was most definitely also more aware of the differences of the Tanzanian culture, in terms of ways to communicate, some deeper 
values and relationships that are not visible on the surface. These are the deeper things that will only be learned the longer I serve in the 
country and I have so much more to learn!  
 
 
 



 
GEITA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE ALUMNI LEVEL 2 TRAINING - GEITA 
 
What a blessing it was to had almost all of our Level 1 students return for our 
Level 2 Training and to hear from them how the training and material they 
received have helped them grow deeper in their own faith and also how they 
have used it to teach others. Our days were long and sometimes it really felt like 
we started at the rising of the sun and finished just before the stars appeared. 
Many a day, I could see how I truly stretched these students to great lengths, but 
they stayed, they participated actively to the end of each day, without 
complaining a single time! There truly is nothing more beautiful than a hungry, 
teachable heart! 

Nyuma and I taught our new Christianity/Islam unit for the first time, and all our 
students responded that they have never received any teaching like this before. 
We learned how to read and use the Qur’an, how to find suras and verses (You 
have to read the Qur’an from the back to the front). We went deep into differences between Yehowa the God of the Bible, Allah the God of 
the Qur’an, Jesus of the Bible, Isa of the Qur’an, the differences in worldviews, the reason for the brokenness of the world and the final 
destination of each believer. We also looked at the questions if Muhammad is a prophet of God and if the Qur’an is the Word of God? The 
feedback received from all our students was confirmation that in the Tanzania context this is a very needed unit and I am deeply thankful to 
Yusuph Malahu for the translation of all our material, knowing that these manuals are a very useful tool for all our students. 

 

 

Nyuma and I had our first opportunity to 
bring a Message of Encouragement to 
members of the Nyankumbu Church, one of 
the village churches on the outskirts of 
Geita. I am so thankful to Nyuma for not 
only being beside me during our trainings, 
but also for being willing to serve the 
churches through a Message of 
Encouragement. I love it when we arrive at 
these churches and suddenly some of our 
students appear to greet me as they serve 
the church on Sundays... what joy! 

 
 

 
 
 



CHILDREN OUTREACH DAY: 
 
Our students had the privilege to share the Gospel through the Daniel Story with 196 children from the Jericho Compassion Education 
Center and oh my! What an experience! We sang together, played the Samson, Delilah and the Lion game together before our students took 
these kids in small groups.  
 
  
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
GEITA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LEVEL 2 TRAINING - GEITA  
 
During our second week in Geita we did a Level Two Training for all current students at the Geita Christian College. We had 53 students. 
Some of these students participate in the Certificate program and some in the Diploma program offered at the school. Many of these 
students come from different areas of Tanzania, some as far as Arusha, to attend this College. 
 
How wonderful it was to get to know these students better and to see the changes and maturity 
that has taken place especially in the shy first year students that only started in August 2021. I 
love it when I walk down the road or teach at one of the churches and hear, “Hello Teacher 
Marlene!” Carmari and Jackson started an English Teaching Program for the students and what 
joy to see them gain confidence in their speaking ability. 



CHILDREN OUTREACH DAY  
At the end of our week on a Saturday afternoon we took our students the AICT Church of 
Nyanza where one of our Alumni students, Ps. Elkana Manumbu serves. Our students used the 
Daniel story to share the Gospel with about 110 children. As we ministered to the children at 
the Nyanza Church, it was the first time, we could actually receive children from the 
neighborhood and some who attended came from Muslim families living in the area. Children 
Outreach Day is always a highlight for our students, where they can actually put into practice 
the things they have learned in class. We praise God for every precious little child who came!  
 
Over the years, I have witnessed this so many times, and every time when I see these dear, 
sweet servants of the Lord, literally coming down to the level of a little child in order to share 
the most wonderful story of love, grace and forgiveness with them it just brings tears to to my 
eyes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEXT STOP... AFRICA INLAND CHURCH TANZANIA PASTOR’S TRAINING – SENGEREMA – LEVEL 1 
 
This was our first training with the Pastors and their wives from the Geita Diocese. We received 75 students at the Sengerema Church about 
45 minutes from Geita. Each Diocese in divided in different zones and our students were invited from certain zones within the Geita 
Diocese. When there is no electricity in the town, you simply take your classroom outside… I was thankful for the many rocks and big trees 
beside the church where could teach our students.  
 



 

 
 
 
CHILDREN OUTREACH DAY  
 
What a joy it was to see these Babas and Mamas prepare the whole week to share the Gospel with 236 Children from the Compassion 
Program that meet together every Saturday. We sang, danced, played up a dust cloud before our students took these kids apart to share the 
Gospel through the Wordless Book with them.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BACK TO GEITA – AFRICA INLAND CHURCH TANZANIA PASTOR’S TRAINING – JERICHO CHURCH – LEVEL 1 
 
Yusuph, Lameck, (my Co-Teacher for the two Geita Diocese trainings) and I traveled back to Geita for our final Pastor’s Training in the Geita 
area for this trip. We welcomed a total of 85 students, consisting of Pastors and their wives at the Jericho Church. Once again, it was a joy to 
get to know these couples that serve the Lord in so many areas under so many different circumstances. Oh, how I love these beautiful 
Mamas with their colorful dresses! They LOVE to visit together and it was so heartwarming to see how they helped one another prepare as 
some of our dear Mamas cannot read or write. What a blessing that to share the Gospel does not require us to read or write – It can be 
taught by anyone! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
CHILDREN OUTREACH DAY 
 
We took our students back to the Nyankumbu Church for our Children Outreach Program with the children from this village area. 85 
Children from the church and surrounding area came to join us as we sang songs together, played games together before our students 
divided in small groups to share the Gospel with the children of all different ages.  
 

 

 



 

 
 
 
FINAL DESTINATION - AFRICA INLAND CHURCH TANZANIA PASTOR’S TRAINING - TABORA 
 
 

Tabora is about 6 hours drive south of Mwanza. It is a drier area with lots of mango trees 
and tabacco and charchoal as the main means of income for residents of Tabora. As far as 
Octavio, my driver, and I drove, we saw these charcoal drivers on the road. It is astonishing 
to realize that these men cycle sometimes more than 60 miles with these heavy loads of 
charchoal and that in the scorching Tanzanian heat or pouring rain. Sometimes it is so 
heavy that they have to push the bicycles for miles. It also make me realize just how 
valuable a bicycle is in these parts of the world. All along the road under big trees, you 
would see bicycle repair shops. Last year we saw a similar sight on the Morogoro road, the 
only difference was that most drivers took their loads by motorcycle and not by bicycle. 
 
From May 31 - June 4th, we had the joy of conducting our first DFC Training for 65 leaders, 
consisting of Pastors and their wives in Tabora. 
 
Our students came from far, wide and near… It was a special joy to have Bishop Silas 
Kezakubi beside me as one of my Co-Teachers. Bishop Silas will retire later in the year, but 

plan on continuing to serve the Lord as He leads. It was a special joy to have Andy and Margaret Anderson join for the first few days. They 
have been living in Tanzania for around 30 years and I was especially thankful for the wonderful contributions Andy brought to our trainings 
each day. 
 
Once again my heart was so touched by the hunger of these leaders for the Word of God. I could see them being stretched day by day, but 
faithfully they stayed and learned. I’m especially thankful to Rev. Joel Luginya for all the work he did to make this training possible and run 
smoothly. A special thank you to Octavio who came all the way to Mwanza… almost 6 hours away… to pick me up, drive me to Tabora and 
drove me back to Mwanza all the way again… 
 

 



CHILDREN OUTREACH DAY 
 
On our final Saturday morning we received 61 Children from the Compassion International project and as I walked amidst these pastors and 
Mamas… sitting with these children one by one… I was in awe of God’s goodness… sometimes He sends us hundreds of children and that is 
always a blessing, but on certain occasions, He sends one child for every student, and then to see them sit down with that child or teenager 
and REALLY take the time to connect with them and to share the Gospel with them and sometimes to lead them in prayer to enter into their 
own relationship with God, takes my breath away… Every time! 

 

 
 
 
MYANMAR  
It has now been one year and four months since the 
military coup in Myanmar and still there is no end in 
sight for the suffering of the people of Myanmar. The 
military continues daily with airstrikes and attacks 
against the people of Myanmar. Please continue to 
keep Hosea, Naomi and all our Co-Workers and 
ministry partners as well as all the people of Myanmar 
in your prayers as they stand against the dictatorship of 
the military junta in their fight for freedom and justice. 
May God have mercy upon His people! 
 

 
 
CANAAN YOUTH DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 
 
Meet the children of the Canaan Youth Development Association started by Hosea and Naomi. Currently they offer a safe home and 
education opportunity to a small number of children from the war torn Chin State where Hosea is from. Hosea and Naomi moved into a new 
home on the outskirts of Yangon and slowly but surely they are creating a home for these kids. They also received the wonderful news that 
Naomi is expecting their first little baby. Please continue to keep Hosea, Naomi and these precious kids in your prayers. In the midst of war, 
the Lord’s Work continues steadily. Hosea also had his first opportunity to baptize some children after the Summer Camp they held for 
Children… Praise the Lord! 

 
 
 

 
 



 
FINAL WORDS.... 
 
“Dear Father, you guided me on paths that I could not see, by ways that I have not known; You made the crooked straight, and the rough 
places You smoothed as I followed You. I praise You for the pleasant palms, and the desert streams along the way, for the glowing pillar of 
flame that guided me in the night, I rejoice because of Your goodness, giving me the sheltering cover of Your cloud in the heat of the day. 
This is the covenant care of my God!  
 
Father, I think of the faithful friends You have given me and pause to name them with gratitude. They have faith in You and pray for me. So 
at every moment You are answering their prayers in practical ways I can see and in mysterious ways that are unseen, but felt in the depth of 
my heart. You have been so good to me to give me fellow teachers and fellow disciples to share the adventure of living for You. They are 
there in times of need to remind me that You are the source of my strength, and they are ready to give themselves to care for me in so 
many amazing ways. As I think about the people You have given me as gifts of grace, I also wonder about the ways You may want to use me 
in the lives of those who count on me to help them in the ups and downs of life. Lord Jesus, make me aware, available, and accountable. 
Live in me and love through me. I dedicate myself to that privilege today... Amen!” 
 
We are so deeply thankful to each of you who are on this journey with us… thank you for your love, your prayers, your commitment, 
faithfulness and support in so many ways to our family and to God’s Work in Tanzania and Myanmar. We know you each by name, love you 
deeply and pray for you constantly…  THANK YOU!   
 
To God Alone be the Glory – Forever! 
 
Marlene and Kobus Wilson  
(Disciples For Christ Ministry and AMG International)  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


