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Join us for July Worship and Events! 

Mission Statement 
To draw all people 

to Christ,  
nurture faith,  and 

fulfill our calling to serve 
 

Vision for Gethsemane 
A vibrant place of 

worship, learning and 
service, where every  
person is passionate 

about their belonging and  
their ministry 

 
Marks of Discipleship 

Pray daily 
Study Scriptures diligently 

Worship weekly 
Encourage Faith in Others 

Serve for the sake 
of others 

Give freely 
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June Angels 

     Every day I am grateful to God for providing us with 
the best volunteers in town, which is you! Thank you to all 
the angels that helped for the month of June even if it 
wasn’t your month to be an angel. Volunteering 
demonstrates that your time and talents are both valuable. 
I couldn’t have done it without you. God bless you today 
and every day.   
     Here is the list of our gracious volunteers:  Debbie 
Poderzay, Evie & Rick Kinnunen, Joyce Bloomquist, Laurie 
Harvey, Darcy Norha, Dana Waldron, Nancy Rosewall, 
Cindy Lee, Pam Fields, Cindy Lustig, Pam Burgess, William 

Norton, Donna Flannigan, and Dan Gallagher. 

Molly Pemmaraju, June Angel Coordinator 
 
 
 

All Women of Gethsemane   
     Thursday, July 27th, at 5:30 pm in the youth room. We 
are having a casual get together just to “hang out” with 
other gals, enjoy visiting, relax, and have some laughs.  
     We meet on the 4th Thursday of each month. No 
commitments, just bring yourself and your own beverage. 
Please come. - we’ll have a fun time! 
 
 
 

Ways to Worship  

In the Sanctuary 

We are worshiping in-person in our 
sanctuary. Please assess your own health 
as you consider attending worship in 
person. Masks are optional. We are now 
receiving communion at the altar using 
bread and wine/grape juice. Gluten free 
is also available. 

Facebook Livestream 

We will continue to livestream our 
worship on our Facebook page at 9 am on Sundays. The 
video will be available throughout the rest of the week as 
well. 

Local Public Access TV (one week behind) 
Worship is still available on TV, on Channel 5 (Mediacom).  

The schedule is:   
Mondays – 6:00 pm   
Tuesdays – 4:00 pm   
Wednesdays – 10:00 am   
Fridays – 10:00 am   
Sundays – 7:45 am.  

From the Pastor 

“Have you ever stopped and wondered what God has 
done in your life that you aren’t aware of? Maybe God 
healed you before you were even sick. Perhaps God saved 
you from a fatal car crash that never happened. I feel like 
God has probably protected me more times than I can 
count, so I can only imagine the times I’ve been rescued 
when I wasn’t aware I was in danger. I thank God for 
watching over me, even when I didn’t realize it.” 
 
I came across this quote recently and it made me think. 
When had I experienced something normal that could 
have been drastically different? What had happened 
just as I had expected instead of going horribly wrong? 
Was God with me in my mundane moments as well as 
the most exciting parts of my day? Of course he was. 
 
So I wonder… How often do we take time, even just a 
moment, to thank God for what’s going right in our 
lives? Or, conversely, to thank God for all the bad 
things that didn’t happen? In a strange way, I think 
imagining the worst that could have happened can 
make us thankful for the even the most ordinary, boring 
parts of our existence. 
 
This is where a habit of daily gratitude can be useful. 
Whether it’s the same prayer every evening or morning, 
or a simple listing of blessings you noticed today, a 
practice of gratitude and prayer reminds us that we 
depend on God for our lives every day, even when we 
don’t notice it. 
 
In his letter to the Philippians, the apostle Paul 
encourages us to always keep God in mind: 
 
“4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let 
your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is 
near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  
 
So, I encourage you to include a moment of gratitude in 
your day. Jot down a list of your “Thankful For/Four” or 
praise God right away when something goes well, 
remembering that it could have gone not-so-well. And if 
you’d like a prayer to memorize or read aloud daily, 
here are a few you can try: 
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Baptisms at Gethsemane 

What a joy to 
welcome Solveig 
Anastasia and 
Lokken Tiberius 
into the family of 
God today in 
their baptism! 
May the Holy 
Spirit bless them 
with gifts beyond 
our imagining! 
*Big sister, 
Tomina, was 
baptized at 
GELC in 2020 
during the 
COVID 
pandemic. The 
Koop family has 
been worshiping 
primarily online 
and are excited 
to start attending 
in person 
whenever they can! 
 
 
We joyfully 
welcomed Henri 
Jeffrey Fyre in 
Holy Baptism  
today, along with 
his family, Ivy, 
David, and big 
brother, Kirby, 
who are all new 
Gethsemane 
Lutheran 
members! 
Let's celebrate 
with the whole 
Fyre (pronounced 
"FEE-ree") family 
as they join us in 
giving thanks and 
praise to God 
and sharing 
God's creative 
and redeeming 
word with all the 
world! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Pastor          - continued-  

A Morning Prayer 

Lord God, I thank you that you have brought me in 
safety to this new day. Protect me with your mighty 
power, that I may not fall into sin, nor be overcome 
by adversity; and in all I do, direct me in the fulfilling 
of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

An Evening Prayer 

Gracious God, I give you thanks for this day, 
especially the good that I was able to give and 
receive; I thank you that you have graciously 
protected me today. Keep watch with those who work 
or watch or weep tonight; forgive my sins and help 
me to forgive others. I entrust myself to you tonight; I 
rest securely, for you are near, and you neither 
slumber nor sleep; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Your sister in Christ, 

Pastor Amy 

 
 

Faith Builders           (Preschool - grade 5) 

     We hope you are all enjoying your summer vacation. 

Remember to “Save the Date” for Rally Sunday which will 

take place on September 10th. 

With God’s Blessings, 

Cindy and Pam 

 

https://www.facebook.com/GethsemaneVirginiaMN?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/GethsemaneVirginiaMN?__tn__=-%5dK*F
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Gethsemane Angel Coordinators  

     The Gethsemane Angel program is a way that we, 
as a congregation, are organizing ourselves in service 
to the Lord. We ask every person to volunteer to serve 
during one month of the year with a “Team of Angels” 
to provide all the help that is needed for worship  
services.  
     Each month the Angel Coordinator schedules the 
Angels with what is needed to be done. We are  
looking for 2 more Angel Coordinators for the months of 
April and October. Please consider helping out for this 
position. We have a new system set up for Funeral 
Luncheons. The Angel Coordinator will no longer be 
responsible for the funeral luncheons.   
     For questions, or if you would like to sign-up as an 
Angel Coordinator, please call the church office at:  
741-4961.  Thank You. 
 
 

Noisy Offering 

     We have 5 Sundays in July which means we will 
be having our loose offering again. On Sunday, July 
30th, we invite all members to bring any loose change 
you have to the church. This offering will be used to 
help support our 3rd Annual Rock the Block event!! 

 
 

Pastor Amy’s 40th Birthday  
Celebration on July 30th 

     Please join us 

on Sunday, July 

30th after worship  

service in the  

fellowship hall as 

we celebrate  

Pastor Amy’s  

40th Birthday.  

     Hope to see 

you all there!! 

Generosity Team 
     Welcome to our edition of “Gethsemane Gifts!”  Each 

month we will recognize the gifts of generosity that we 

have experienced from our very own Gethsemane Family.  

We will focus on one member of our church who has  

experienced a time of support, love, and/or generosity 

from other members of our church.    

This month please welcome  –  Pam Burgess 

     HI, my name is Pam Burgess and I’m married to Jeff 
Burgess.  We have two daughters, Kara and Kada and 
one grandson, Tyson.  Oh, and one dog named 
Rufio.  Jeff and I are originally from Tower-Soudan, but 

have lived in Virginia for about 40 years. 

     I’ve been a member of Gethsemane Church for about 
35 years.  I’ve served as a Sunday School teacher, 
confirmation guide, Angel coordinator, council member, 
Generosity team, OMG Committee, Sunday assistant, 
and various other committees.  One of my greatest joys is 
singing in the Joyful Noise Choir.  About 28 years ago I 
asked a little girl (my daughter Kada) where she wanted 
to sit on a Sunday morning and she led me right up to the 
front pew where choir member Joy Emery was sitting.  By 
the way, she was also from Soudan and a childhood 
friend of mine.  She asked me if I would like to join the 
choir and I said “sure”.  The joy and feeling I get from 
singing His praises is heartwarming.  When our voices 
blend and we become one in song, it gives me 
goosebumps.  We are a small group but we are 

mighty.  This is a Gethsemane Gift.  

     But, the greatest Gethsemane Gift is my “Sisters in 
Christ”.  Some I’ve known for years and some only 
months. The trips we’ve taken to Women of Faith 
Conferences, weekend retreats and bible studies have 
bonded us together and made my faith grow 
stronger.  The love and support they’ve shown me through 
tragic loss of family members and illnesses is 
unexplainable.  Their prayers, thoughts, text messages, 
hugs and love they’ve shown me during these times is my 

Gethsemane Gift. 

     I may not always give with a joyful heart and may 
wander from the church for a while; but, my heart always 
yearns to be there and God tugs at my heart strings and 
pulls me back. And it’s always a gift to be there with all 
of you.  Matthew 18:20 says:  “where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there I am in the midst of 

them.”   
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 Generosity Team               - continued-  

      Pastor Amy is another Gethsemane Gift I  
appreciate.  Her sermons are inspiring and meaningful 
and I leave feeling fulfilled with His word.  She’s al-
ways there to talk to and give guidance and prayer 

for whatever the situation may be.   

     I pray everyone at Gethsemane is blessed with the 

gifts that our church has to offer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WARM YOUR HEART COMMUNITY 
CLOTHESLINE and FOOD PANTRY   

     Summer is here, and let’s keep contributing to our 
Community Clothesline. 
     Do you have extra jackets, shirts, sweatshirts, pants, 
shoes, T-Shirts, etc.…?  I’m sure any type of clothing 
will be helpful.   
     You can help your neighbors by putting each item 
in a plastic bag to keep it dry, labeling it (for exam-
ple, "child hat, size M" or "men's jacket, size XL"), and 
clip it anywhere on the 'clothesline' [on the fence] on 
the west side of the church!  (Clothespins are on site).  
The Community Clothesline is accessible at all times 
(24/7) from both the north and south parking lots.   
     We also have a Community Food Pantry next to 
the clothesline for putting nonperishable food items, 
personal care items, and paper products.   
     GIVE WHAT YOU CAN ~ TAKE WHAT YOU NEED.  
Let's do what we can to help our friends and  
neighbors. 
 

 

Camp Corner 

Sounds of the Northwoods August 5, 1 - 7 pm. 
A day of music, fellowship, food, and supporting the  
ministry at Camp Hiawatha and Camp Vermilion. 

RAFFLE PRIZES 2023 (See Back Page) 

First Prize - $20,000 Lund 1400 Fury, Mercury 20elhpt, 
Bunk Trailer from Ray’s Sport and Marine, Grand Rapids, 
MN.  Stop by and take a look.  It is on display at Ray’s 
Sport and Marine, ask for Andy Arola.  
 
Second Prize - $1,500 Hiawatha/Vermilion Adventure 
Packs, two roll top Arrowhead Packs with Camp Logo 
Embroidery, two Accessory bags, two buffalo plaid  
blankets, packable cribbage board and Frost River Gift 
Card from Frost River in Duluth Minnesota. 
 
Third Prize - $500 cash 
 
GET YOUR RAFFLE TICKETS:  Raffle Tickets are $20 
each.  Available at Camp Hiawatha, Camp Vermilion,  
Duluth office, or by calling (800) 331-5148 or in the tent 
on the day of the event!  Raffle tickets can not be  
purchased with a credit card!  Raffle tickets will be 
drawn live at 6:15pm.  

tel:+18003315148


People of Gethsemane Page 6 

Blessings to all who have a Birthday this Month: 

  3:  Sharon Lager 

  4:  Peggy Reierson 

  5:  Tyler Reid 

  6:  Renee’ Pollock 

  7:  Bo Seppala 

  9:  Haidyn Seppi 

11:  Dorothy Garland, Branden Gulbranson 

12:  Vienna Zeidler 

13:  Karen Roberts 

14:  Craig Emery, Connor Saxhaug 

17:  Grace Brunfelt, Mark Giese, Brenna Tiedeman 

18:  Lynne Judnick 

20:  William Suihkonen, Emily Zeidler 

21:  Sarah Randall 

22:  David Pollock 

23:  Halli Aluni, Kaleb Dickinson, Wendy Kalisch,  

       Vera Muck 

24:  Madison Pauling 

25:  Nelson Isaacson 

27:  Vivian Prlina 

29:  Pastor Amy Janssen 

30:  Bennet Bloomquist, Alexander Rebholz 

31:  Eric Kuitunen 

??:   Keegan Michalski 

 
 

Memorial Gifts received during the month 
of June 

In Memory of:   From: 

Jeanette Meinzer  Richard & Sheila Vandervort 

Shirley Aronen   Richard & Sheila Vandervort 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Look who’s celebrating their Anniversary for 
the Month of July, enjoy your Special Day! 
7/10:    Joseph and Sara Madden 

7/17:    Kerri Dahl and Scott Leslie 

7/17:    Danee’ and Jim Haenke 

7/17:    Char and John Meinzer 

7/22:    Edward and Shelly Zeidler 

7/29:    Jim and Tina Pauling 

 
 

Celebrating the Anniversary of your Baptism: 
7/1:    Joyce Bloomquist  

7/2:    Jean Collins, Andrew Mahonen, Brant Tiedeman 

7/6:    Tatiana Koski 

7/10:  Tyler Finc 

7/11:  Alexa Ismil, Mailee Peterson 

7/12:  Tom Krause, Niclas Pettinelli 

7/14:  Madison Krause 

7/15:  Pearl Fossum 

7/17:  Brock Birchem, Eric Krause 

7/20:  Marilyn Somero  

7/25:  Jace Friedlieb 

7/27:  Skyler Workman 

7/28:  Abigal Olson, Brady Peterson 

7/30:  Dia Sandnas 

7/31:  Evan Friedlieb, Ben Harvey  

**If we have left you out, we need your help to know!  

     Call the office to update your information** 
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Vanco GivePlus Mobile App. Members 

    THE NEW VANCO APP:  Vanco updated their phone 
and tablet APP. It is no longer “Give Plus” but is now 
called ”Vanco Mobile.” If you used it before on your 
phone you will need to go to your app store to download 
the new app and log-in with the info you used before to 
set up electronic giving.  
     Please call Vanco at:  800-675-7430 or visit us at 
www.vanco.com/vm to learn more about what steps you 
need to take. 
     Thank you for using Vanco. We hope this new  
timeline offers you the flexibility needed to inform your 
members and launch Vanco Mobile.   
 
 

QR Code for Giving at Gethsemane:   

     When you are reading our monthly newsletter or the 
Sunday morning bulletin, you will see our QR giving code.   
     Simply take out your phone, scan 
the code, put in your password, select 
how much you want to give for the 
month, and press done.  It’s as easy  
as that and takes less than a minute!   

Prayer Wall 

In your daily prayers, pray God’s blessings for:   

 Georgette Gallagher, Pat Sleeman, Noah Berger,  
David Aho, Mark Olson, Judy Bennick, Mark Andres, 

Ruth Koski, Kristy McCarty, and Fran Shimmin. 

 All members who are homebound, in nursing homes, or 

assisted living. 

Prayers of peace and comfort for: 

 Family and friends on the death of Darin Alto 

 Family and friends on the death of Jeanette Meinzer 

 Family and friends on the death of Shirley Aronen 

 Family and friends on the death of Dorothy Jalonen 

Prayers of thanksgiving for: 

 Lokken Tiberius and Solveig Anastasia Koop, who   

received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism on May 28th. 

 Henri Jeffrey Fyre, who received the Sacrament of 
Holy Baptism on June 4th. 

 
Special Welcome Back Reception 
Please join us on Sunday, July 16th during coffee an’ to 
celebrate with Sam and Hannah Davidson-Teff, as Sam 
has returned home from his deployment in Poland with the 
Army National Guard! 

Council Highlights 

     I hope all of you enjoyed our beautiful sunshiny June 
and our longest day of the year.  

     Char from Children, Youth and Family Ministry team      
reported the Land of the Loon parking by our confirmation 
kids was a big success.  Thank you to all the adults that 
assisted them.   

     Thank you to the fellowship team for taking over the 
removal of the pop cans. 

     Per Tom Krause – Gethsemane will have 2 volunteer 
days to assist Habitat for Humanity in Hibbing in July. 
More information will be printed in the Sunday bulletins as 
to the dates and jobs.  Contact Tom if you have any   
questions. 

     We are investigating and checking out ideas to curtail 
people not cleaning up after their dogs on church      
property.   

     We have no new information on the proposed bike 
trail. 
 

Peace and Blessings 
Mary Horan/Vice-President 

 
 

Weekly Giving 

     June giving thus far has totaled $14,993.  This is within 
$1,463 of meeting our budgeted expenditures amount for 
the month.   
     Remember to keep up your financial support of  
Gethsemane during these summer months.  All contributions 
are important and welcome.  Take care.   

         Bruce Kniivila, Treasurer 
 

60 Years-Help Needed! 

     60 years ago two Lutheran congregations, First  
Lutheran Church and Zion Lutheran Church, made the  
decision to combine forces. This was done for the good of 
both churches to strengthen the Lutheran ministry. It was a 
decision that was good for the churches, community and 
congregation members. Here we are 60 years later. The 
church council felt a celebration would be appropriate. 
We will celebrate on Rally Sunday, September 10. We 
are in need of 1-2 people to get the ball rolling. Ideas 
would be get picture boards done,   arrange congrega-
tion picture, work with fellowship and Sunday school   
committees to set up food, etc. If you would be interested 
in this please contact Donna Flannigan at 218-410-0493 
or email donnakayflannigan@gmail.com.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

**If we have left you out, we need your help to know!  

mailto:donnakayflannigan@gmail.com
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